THE 


PA — TALE REGISTER: 


H I 8 1 R ® 


PROCEEDINGS ax» DEBATES 
| oF THE 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 


; I. RN AN 


The SE coND SE5S10W of the FI TTR PARLIAMENT, 
in the Reign of his PRESENT MAJESTY, 


Which met at DuBLin on the 2oth of January, and ended 
the 5th of Mar, 1791, 


1 — * 2 ” Om | 


VOL. XI 


 U 8B & 3-0 


PaixTeD BY P. BYRNE, No. 108, GzarTon-STazeT 
And J. MOORE, No. 45, CoLLEGs-GREBN, 


M,DCC,xC1,' „ 


«: 


bl 


* 


OF THERE 


THE 


N 4a: 3 8 


KNIicnTs, CITIZENS, and BURGESSES 


ASSEMBLED IN PARLIAMENT 


— 


On Thurſday the 20th Day of January, 1791, being the ſecond 
Seſſion of the fifth Parliament of Ireland, in the Reign of his 
preſent Majeſty, ſummoned to meet in Dublin the 2oth Day 


ef May, 1790. 


— 


ANTRIM COUNTY. (10) 
IGH'T Hon. John O'Neill. 
Hon. Hercules Rowley. 


Borough of Antrim. 
Hon. Wm. John Skeffington. 
Hon. Chicheſter Skeffington. 


Borough of Belfaſt. 


Hon. Henry Skeffington. 


Hon- Joſeph Hewitt. 


Borough of Liſburn, 
George Hatton, . Eſq. 
John Moere, Eſq. 


Berough of Randa ſſtocon. 
John Dunn, Eſq. 
Michael Smith, Eſq. 


ARMAGH CoUuNTY. 


(6) 


Right Hon. William Brownlow, + 


William Richardſon, Eſq. 


Edward Cooke, * 
* Þ 


F* 


Borough of Armagh. * 
George Rawſon, Eſq. 3 
Right Hon. Major Robert Hobart. 


Borough of Cbarlement. 
Sir Anneſley Stewart, Bart. 
Richard Sheridan, Eſq. 


CARRICKFERGUS CouNTY and 
TowN. (2) 


Ezekiel Davys Hamilton, Eſq. 


Alexander Hamilton, Eſq. 


CATHERLOGH CounNTY- (6) 


William Burton, Eſq. 


| Henry Bruen, Eſq. 


Borough of Gather hgh. 
Auguſtus Cavendiſh Bradſhaw, Eſq. 


John Ormſby Vandeleur, of Kil- 


ruſh in the County of Clare, Eſq 
Berough of Old Leigbliu. 


Patrick Duigenan, 
2 8 


Cavan County. (6) | 


Charles Steuart, Eſq. 
Francis Saunderſon, Eſq. 
Borough of Belturbet. 
John M*Cliatock, Eſq. 
Maurice Copinger, Etq. 


Borough of Cavan. 


Thomas Neſbitt, of Croſsdoney- 


Lodge, Eſq. 
Hon. RE Fitz-Gerald, com- 


monly called Lord Charles Fitz- | 


Gerald. 
CLans County. (4) 
Francis M*Namara, of Moyreiſk, 


Eſq. 
Hon. Francis Nathaniel Burton. 
Bor ough of Ems, 


ight Hon. Sir Lucius O'Brien, Bt. 
Right Hon. Wm. Conyngham- 


Corx County. (6) 


mes Bernard, Eſq. 
on. Robert King, commonly called 
Lord Viſcount Kingſborough. 


Borough of Baltimore. 


Sir John Freke, Bart. 
Ri Grace, Fſq. 


Boreugh of Bandon-Bridge. 
roderick Chinnery, Eſq. 
Morres, Eſq. 
Borough of Caſtlemartyr. 


Sir James Laurence Cotter, Bart. 
Charles O' Neill, Eſq. 


Borough of Charleville. 


Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, K.B. 
Rogerſon Cotter, Eſq. | 


Borough of Cloghnikelty. 
Charles O'Neil, Eſq. 
Thomas Adderley, Eſq. 

City of Cork. 
Hon. John Hely Hutchinfon,” 
Maner of Doneraile, 
James Chatterton, Eſq. 
John Bagwell, Eſq. 
Tren of Kinſale. 
a , Eſq. 
Vaan Rowley, 18 | 
FT 


iv MEMBERS OF THE 


Town of Mallies, 
Denham Jephſon, Eſq. 
John Longfield, Eſq. 

: Town of Middleton. 
Thomas Pigott, Eſq. 
Arthur Dawſon, Eſq. 
Borough of Rathcormuck, 
Hen . 
Jobs Phe rn Eiq- 
| Town of Youghal. 


Robert Uniacke, Eſq. 
James Uniacke, Eſq. 


DoNEGAL County. (12) 


Alexander Montgomery, Eſq. 
Henry Vaughan Brooke, Eſq. 


Borough of Ballyſhannon; 
Thomas Dickſon, Eſq. 
Sir Michael Cromie, Bart. 


Bereugh of Donegal. 
William Downes, _ 
| Humphrey Butler, Eſq. 


Borough of Killybegs. 

| John Wolfe, of Forenaughts, Eſq. 

Right Hon. Sir Henry Cavendiſh. 
Borough of Li Ferd. 


Hon. Abraham Creighton, com- 
monly called Lord Creighton. 


N Berough of St. Johnſtown. 
Hon. William Forward. 
Hon. Hugh Howard. 


Down CounTY-. (14) 


Earl of Hillſborough. 
Hon. Robert Stewart. 


Borough of Bangor. 
Sir John Blackwood, Bart. 
John Keane, Eſq. | 
Borough of Downpatrick. 
Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq. 
Jonathan Chetwood, Eſq. 


Borough of Hillſborough. 


William Mongomery, of Hills-- 
borough, Eſa. TT 
Robert Johnſon, Eſq.. 
Borough of Killyleagh, 
Hon. Robert Ward, 


3 S 


Hon. Arthur Hill, commonly called 


James Stevenſon Blackwood, Eſq. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. v 


Borough of Necory. 


Iſaac Corry, Eſq. 
Robert Roſs, Eq. 


Borough of Newtownards. 


Hon. Richard Anneſley. 
John La Touche, Eq. 


DROGHEDA CounTyY and TowN. 


(2) 


William Meade Ogle, Eſq. 
John Forbes, Eſq. 


DuBLiN CouNTY. (10) 


Sir Edward Newenham, Knt. 
John Finlay, Eſq. 


City cf Dublin. 


Hon. Henry Fitz-Gerald, commonly 


called Lord Henry Fitz-Gerald. 


Right Hon. Henry Grattan. 


Univerſity of Dublin. 
Arthur Browne, Eſq. L. L. D. 
Hon. Francis Hely Hutchinſon. 

Berough of Newcaſtle. 
Right Hon. David La Touche. 
David Latouche, Eſq. 

Berough of Swords. 


John Claudius Beresford, Eſq. 
Lieutenant General Eyre Maſſey. 


FERMANAGH COUNTY. (4) 


Colonel Mervyn Archdall. 
Hon. John Willoughby Cole, com- 
monly called Lord Viſcount Cole. 


Beraough of Euni ſtillen. 


Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton. 
Richard Magennis, Eſq. 


GaLway tCounTY. (8) 


Wm. Power Keating Trench, Eſq. 
Joſeph Henry Blake, Eſq. 


Borough of Athenry. 


Theo. Blakeney, of Mulpit, Eſq. 
Wrm. Blakeney, of Caſtle Blakeney, 
bſq. 
Town of Galway. 
Right Hon. Denis Daly. | 
Right Hon. Sir Skeffiagton Smyth, 
Bart. | 
Borough of Tuam. 


Sir Thomas Leighton, Bart. 
Jonah Barrington, Eſq. ' 


Kzanry CounTY. (8) 


John Blennerhaſſer, Eſq. 
Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 
Borough of Ardfert. 
Robert Day, Eſq. 
Richard Archdall, Eſq. 

- Borough of Dingle-Icouch, 
Richard Boyle Townſend, Eſq. 
John Townſend, ofShepperton,Eſq. 

Brough of Tralee. 
Croſbie Morgell, Eſq. 
Sir Boyle Roche, Bart. 
KILDARR CouNTY. (10) 


Hon. Edward Fitz-Gerald, com- 
monly called Lord Edward Fitz- 
Gerald. 


Maurice Bagenal St. Leger Keatinge, 


Eſq. 

Borough of Athy. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ArthurOrmſoy 
Frederick John Falkiner, Eſq. 

Borough of Harri ſtecun. 


Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. 
Arthur Burdett, Eſq. 


Borough of Kildare. 
Simon Digby, Eſq. 
Robert Graydon, Eſq. 
Borough of Naas. 


John Bourke, Efq. 
James Bond, Eſq. 


K1iLKENNY Couxry. (16) 


Right Hon. W. Brabzon Ponſonby. 
Walter Butler, Eſq. 

Borough of Callan, 
William Meeke, Eſq. . 
Nathaniel Warren, Eſq. 
Borough of St. Canice, alias Triſb- 

— to un. 7 


Right Hon. John Monck Maſon. 
Captain Marcus Beresford. 5 


Borough of Inniftioge. 
George Ponſonby, Eſq. 
John Lloyd, Eſq. 

Berough of Geowran, 
Patrick Welch, Eſq. 
George Dunbar, Eſq, 

City of Kilkenny. 
John Butler, Eſq. 
Hon. William Cuffe. 


Bereugb of Knecktophere 


Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Bart. 
Robert Langriſhe, Eiq- 


Borough of Themaſtowon. 


George Bunbury, Eſq. 
George Burdett, Eſq. 


KixG's CounTY. (6) 
Denis Bowes Daly, Eſq. 
Sir William Parſons, Bart. 
Borough of Banagher. 


Edward Hoare, of Cork, Eſq. 
Joan Metge, of Dublin, Eſꝗ. 


Borough of Phillipfiowon.- 


William Sankey, Eſq. 
Arthur O'Connor, Eſq. 


LEITRIX CounTY-. (6) 


Rigat Hon. Henry Theophilus Cle- 
ments. 
Right Hon. Theophilus Jones. 


Borough of Carrick. 


Hon. Nathaniel Clements. 
Eitward King, Eſq. 


Borough of Jameſiown. 


Right Hon. Arthur Wolfe. 
Henry Wood, of Roſſmead, Eſq. 


LiMERICK CounTY-. (8) 
John Waller, Efq. 
Hon. John Maſſey. 
Berougb of Ag eyten. 


Sir Joſeph Hoare, Bart. 
Henry Alexander, Eſq. 


Borough of Rilmalleck. 


Right Hon. John Armſtrong. 
Peter Holmes, E1q. 


City of Limerick. 


John Prendergaſt Smyth, Eſq. 
Hon. Edmund Henry Pery. 


 LoxDONDERRY COUNTY. (8 


Hon: Henry Beresford, commonly | 


called Earl of Tyrone. 
Right Hon. Thomas Conolly. 


Borough of Coleraine. 


George Jackſon, Eſq. 
George Fitzgerald Hill, Eſq. 


þ 


MEMBERS OF THE 


City of Londonderry. 
Sir Kugh Hill, Bart. 
William Leckey, E1q- 
Borough of Newtown-limavady, 


John Staples, Eſq. 
John Richardſon, Eſq- 


LoNGFoORD CouNTY-. (10) 


Laurence Harman Harman, Eſq. 
Sir W. Gleadowe Newcomen, Bart. 
Berough of Granard. 


John Ormſby Vandeleur, of Mun- 
ſter Nenagh in the County of 
Limerick, Eſq. 

Thomas Pakenham Vandeleur, of 
Maddenſtown, in the County of 


Kildare, Eſq. 

Borough of Lane ſporougbᷣ. 
Gervaſe Parker Buſhe, Eſq. 
Stephen Moore, of the Barn, Eſq. 

Berough of Leone ford. h 
Hon. Thomas Taylor, commonly 
called Lord Viſcount Headfort. 
Henry Stewart, Eſq. 
Bereugh of St. Jobnſtcxon, 


George Cavendiſh, Eſq. 
John Taylor, Efq. 


LouTtn CouXTy. (10) 


Right Hon. John Foſter, Speaker. 
Thomas James Forteſcue, Eſq. 


Borough of Athergee. 
William Parkinfon Ruxton, Eſq. 
John Wolfe, of Newlands, Eſq. 

Borough of Carlingferd. 
Sir Charles Deſvoeux, Bart. 
James Blaquiere, Eſq. 
| Borough of Dundalk. 
Hon. Robert Jocelyn, commonly 

called Lord Viſcount Jocelyn. 
Hon. George Jocelyn. 
Boreugh of Dunleer. 


Nicholas Coddington, Eſq.- 
Hon. John Foſter, 


Mayo CouNTy. (4) 


Right Hon. James Cuffe. 
Hon. Denis Browne. 

Borough of Caſtlebar. 
Edward Fitzgerald, Eſq. 
Lieutenant Colonel Francis Cradock. 


MzarkH CounTY. (14) 


Right Hon. Herculgs Langford | 


Rowley. 
Gorges Lowther, Eſq. 


Borough of Athboy. 


Hugh Howard, Eſq. 
Thomas Bligh, Eſꝗ - 


Borough of Kells. 


Hon. Thomas Pakenham, of Colure* 
Hon. Robert Taylor. 


Berough of Duleek. 


William Knott, Eſq. 
Charles Montague 'Ormſby, Eſq. 


Borough of Navan, 


Joſeph Preſton, Eſq. 
John Preſton, Eſq. 


Borough of Ratoath. 


William Irvine, Eſq. 
Gorges Lowther, jun. Eſq. 


Berough of Trim. 


Hon. Arthur Weſley. 
Hon. Clotworthy Taylor. 


MONAGHAN County. (4) 


John Montgomery, Eſq. 
Charles Powel Leſlie, E q · 
Brough of ATmaghan, 


Right Hon. Lieutenant-General 
Robert, Cunninghame. 
Cromwell Price, Eſq. 


© Quzxn's County, (8) 


Right Hon. Sir John Parne], Bart. 
John Warburton, Eſq. 


Borough of Ballynakill. 
John Tydd, Eſq. 
Colonel Eyre Coote. 
Borough of Maryborough. 


Charles Henry Coote, Eſq. 
Samuel Hayes, Eſq. 
Borough of Portarlingten, 
Richard Cavendiſh, Eſq. 
William Browne, Eſq. 


RoscommoN CouNTy. 


(8) 
Sir Edward Crofton, Bart, 
Arthur French, Eq. 
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Borough of Boyle. 

Right Hon. Henry King. 

Laurence Harman Harman, Eſq. 


Borough of Roſcommon. 


George Sandford, of Caſtlerea, Eſq. 
Henry Moore Sandford, Eſq. 


Borough, of Tulſk. 
Night Hon. James Fitz-Gerald. 


Henry Cope, Eſq. 


SLico Counrv. (4) 


Toſhua Edward Cooper, Eſq. 
Charles O'Hara, Eſq. 


Borough of Slige. 
Robert Wynne, Eſq. 
Owen Wynne, Eſq, 
TiryERARY CouNTy. ) 


Daniel Toler, Eſq. 
Hon. Francis Mathew. 


City of Caſhel. 
Richard Pennefather, of [Mews 
park, Eſq. 


{| William Pennefather, of Athlone, 


Eſq. 
Borough of Clenmell. 


Hon Stephen Moore, commonly 
called Lord Filworth. 
Hon. William Moore. 


Borcugh of Fethard. 
Thomas Barton, Eſq. 
Daniel Gahan. Eſq. 


TYRONE CouNTY. (10) 
"© 
James Stewart, of Killymoon . 
Hon. Thomas Knox. — 
Borough of Augher, 


Thomas Coghlan, EIꝗ. 
Edmond Stanley, Eſq. 


City of Clegber. 
Sackville Hamilton, Fſq. 
Richard Townſhend Herbert, Eſq. 


Boreou 2b of Dungannon. * 


Hon. John Knox. 
Hon. George Knox. 


Boroigh of Strabane. 


Sir John Stewart Hamilton, Bart. 
Hon. Henry Pomeroy. 


viii 


WATERFORD CounTy.. (100 


Right Hon. John Beresford, 
Sir James May, Bart. 


Borough of Dusgar van. 


Marcus Beresford, Eſq. 
Chambre Brabazon Ponſonby, Eſq. 


Borough of Liſmore. 


Sir Richard Muſgrave, Bart. 
Robert Paul, Eſq. 


Borough of Tallagh. 


Colonel Hugh Cane. 
John Egan, 10 


City of Mater ferd. 


Henry Alcock, Eſq. 
Robert Shapland Carew, Eſq, 


WzsTMEATH CouNTY. (10) 


Hon. Robert Rochfort. 
William Smyth, Eſq. 


William Handcock, of Willbrook, 


Kſq- 
Sir Richard St. George, Bart. 
Borough of Fore. 


Hon. George Fred. Nugent, com +. 
monly called Lord Delvin. 
Major Stephen Freemantle. 


Borough of Kitheggan. 
Thomas Burgh, . Eſq. 


Wm. Sherlock, of Eherlockfiowa, 
Manor of Mullingar. 

Francis Hardy, Eſq. 

John Doyle, Eſa · * 


 WxxyorD County. (18) 


Right Hon. George Ogle. 
Hen. John Loftus — no 
Borough of Bannow. 


n Tottenham, of New Roſs, | 
E * 


q- | 
Ephraim Carroll, Eſq. 


MEMBERS, &e. 


Borough of Clonmines. 


Nicholas Loftus Tottenham, of 
Roſs, Efq. 


Tankerville Chamberlaine, Eſq. 


Borough of Enniſcerthy. 
Veſey Colclough, Eſq. 
Mountifort Longfield, Eſq. 

Borough of Fethard. 


| 3 _ Tottenham, of New Roſs, 


q» 
1 2 Loftus, of Aſhfield Lodge, 
q» 


Borough of Necvborougb, alias Gorey. 


Charles Stanley Monck, Eſq. 
John Toler, Eſq. Es 


Town of New Refs. 

Robert Leigh, of Roſe Garland, 
q- 
* Tottenham, of Ballycurry, 
q+ | | 

Borough of Taghmon. 
Right Hon. John Hely Hutchinſon, 
Warden Flood, Eſq. 

Town of Wexford, 
Richard Neville, Eſq. 
Francis Leigh, Efq. 

WicxLow CounTY. (10) 
Nicholas Weſtby, Eſq. 
William Hume, Eſq. 
Borough of Baltinglaſs. 
Hon. Jahn Stratford. 
Hon. Benjamin O'Neil Stratford. 
Brough of Bleſſiagt en. 
ohn Reilly, Eſq. 

tir Richard Johnſton, Bart. 


# 


Borough of Carysfort. 


Sir Thomas Oſborne, Bart. 
Charles Oſborne, Eſq. 


Borough of Wicklow, 


Edward Tighe, Eſq. 
William Tighe, of Kilcarry, Eſq, 
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Friar, jour 2, 1790. 


Tur 8 Fe the # Members returned aſſembled in the Houſe, 
when a meſſage was delivered to them, by the Gentleman Uſher 
of the Black Rod, from his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to 
requeſt their attendance in the Houſe of Peers; to which houſe 
the Members of the Commons having repaired, his Excellency 
commanded them to return to their houſe and eleQ a Speaker. 
The Commons accordingly returned to their houſe, when the 
Clerk baving ſeated himlelf at the table, the Clerk of the 


Hanaper, delivered, at the bar, a liſt uf the names of the mem- 
bers returned for che preſent Parliament. | 795 


Mr. SzcggTary HoBarT * and ſaid he ſhouldfcel very 
great difficulty indeed if he could have it in his intention to pro- 
77 ſe any other g 0 to the Houſe but the Right Hon. Cen- 
tleman who was choſen by the unanimous, electign of the laſt 
or. Xt to fill that honourable Ration, ho Had ue 

o9L "7 We. Ib? ot 
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himſelf with ſo much ſatisfaction to the Houſe, and whoſe 
knowledge and experience in the conduct of all matters for Par- 
liamentary diſcuſſion, rendered him in &yery reſpeQ ſo perſectly 
eligible. He had only to add, that on the cloſe of the laſt Par- 
hament he reeeived the unanimous thanks of the Houſe, and he 
. truſted their approbation at that time would be the earneſt of 
their choice at this period : he concluded by moving that the 
Right Hon. John Foſter do take the chair of this aſſembly. 


The Right Hon. Mr. Row v ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. ConoL1vy moved as an amendment, That inſtead of 
the Right Hon. John Foſter, the name of the Right Hon. Wil- 
liam Brabazon Ponſonby be inſerted.” 


The queſtion thereon being * dy the Clerk, the amendment 
was negatived: and Secretary Hobart's motion was then carried 


in favour of Mr. Foſter. 


Mr. Foſter was then conducted to the chair, between Mr. 
Rowley and Major Hobart—from which he, in a few words, 
returned his thanks to the Houſe for this freſh mark of their 
confidence conferred on hin—and aſſured them of bis unremitting 
attention to the duties of the chair, as the beſt mark of his gra- 
* for the honour by which they were pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 

im. wy 
Mr. Foſter then attended by the Houſe, again repaired to the 
Houſe of Peers, where he acquainted the Lord Lieutenant that 
purſuant to his command the Conimons had proceeded to the 
election of a Speaker, and that he (Mr. Foſter) had been the ob- 
x of their choice, and came accordingly before his Excellency 
to be approved of. 


The Lokp CuAxczLILox, by command of his Execllency, 


8 
The Lord Lieutenant feels the higheſt Tariafu@ion in giviaj 
-kis approbation. to the voice of the Commons :—He is cenvin 
how well qualified you ge to fill the important office, from your 
acknowledged loyalty, firmneſs, and integrity; from your know- 
ledge of the law, and the uſage of Parliament” 
Mr. Foſter, in moſt reſpectful terms, declared his gratitude 
for his Excellency's ipprobation z after which he requeſted, on 
| behalf of the Commoiis, their uſual privileges, to which his 
His Excellency then delivered the following ſpeech, 
„ habe it in command from the Ring, to ncduaint you, that 
is Majeſty ſome time ſince received information that two veſſels 
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belonging to his Majeſty's ſubjects, and navigated under the 
Britiſh flag, and two others, the deſcription of which is not 
hitherto ſufficiently aſctrtained, had been captured at Nootka 
Sound, on the north-weſt coaſt of America, by an officer com- 
manding two Spanith ſhips of war; that the cargoes of the Britiſh 
veſſels Pad been ſeized, and that their officers and crews had 
been ſent as priſoners to a Spaniſh port. His Majeſty in conſe- 
quence of this tranſaction, and of the communications which had 
paſſed on the ſubject between his Majeſty and the Court of Spain, 
directed his Miniſter at Madrid to claim ſuch full and adequate 
ſatisfaction as the nature of the caſe evidently requires. And his 
Majeſty having alſo received information, that conſiderable arma- 
ments were carrying on in the ports of Spain, judged it indiſpenſ- 
ably neceſſary to give orders for making ſuch preparations as 
may put it in his Majeſty's 2 to act with vigour and effect in 
— of the honour of his Crown, and the intereſts of his 
eople. | 
His Majeſty entertains the ſtrongeſt deſire for the maintenance 
of peace, on juſt and honourable grounds, and he has directed 
me to aſſure you, that no proper ſteps ſhall be omitted by him, 
which may conduce to this object ; but if unfortunately his 
Majeſty's endeavours ſhould not be ſucceſsful, he has the fulleſt 
rel1ance on the cordial and effectual ſupport of his Parliament of 
Ireland, in the proſecution of ſuch meaſures as may eventually 
become neceſſary for the honour of his crown, and for the pro- 
tection of rhe eſſential rights of all his ſubjects, and the common 
intereſts of the Empire. | 
« Convinced that the ſame regard for his Majeſty's royal perſon, 
family and government, which has at all times diſtioguiſhed his 
ſubjects of this kingdom, will be equally manifeſted upon this 
occaſion, I entertain no doubt of my being authoriſed to convey 
to his Majeſty, the fulleſt teſtimony of your attachment, loyalty 
The Speaker accompanied by the Commons then returned to 
Gay Houſe—ard took the — wh as did the reſt of the Members 
Preient. | | "YE We 


The Speaker then reported his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's ſpeech, - | 1 105 


Lord HzaprorD roſe, and commented on the ſatisfaction 
which muſt flow from the gracious attention therein expreſſed to 
the intereſts and rłliance on the loyalty of this kin ; 

To deliver an elaborate panegyric on the wiſdom of his 
Majeſty's Councils, Was not the way to -convey the ſenſe of the 
Houſe to his Majeſty he truſted it would be done in a manner 
which would convince violets of our alactity in ſupport of 
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the dignity of his Crown, and the common intereſts of the Enr- 
pire.— His Lordſhip concluded, by moving an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, aſſuring his Majeſty of their warmeſt ſupport. 


Mr. Pexy ſeconded the motion, and hoped, that however 
gentlemen might differ in other political topics, they would be 
unanimous on this. He truſted the diſtinguiſhed characters Whe 
5 had formerly declared, when our grievances were removed —this 

eountry ſhould ſtand or fall with Great Britain Id uſe the 
preſent opportunity of convincing the filter country, that the 
value of our profeſſions did not merely conſiſt of words. 

Mr. GRATTAN faid, in his mind there would be but one 

opinion amongſt all ies on the preſent occaſion, and that for 
the Addreſs to pats. He believed, that however gentlemen 
might differ on the ſubject of political meaſures, there could be 
but one idea on the ſubject of Britiſh Conſtitution, and Britiſh 
connexion. "The, purpoſe Tpecifically ſtated in the Addreſs, was 
grounded on a principle in which our intereſts were mutually 
*concerred—and on that ground there could not be a doubt that 
Ireland would go as far as in juſtice ſhe ought. 72 


He truſted, bowever, that if her zeal was greater than her 
ability, the wiſdom of his Majeſty's Councils would not meaſure 
the latter by the former. In the fpecifie buſineſs mentioned in 
the ſpeech, he was ſuxe it was the idea of gemlemen about him, 

tqat we fhould take an active part in ſupporting the common 
rights of the empire. He repeated his idea of Britiſh connexion; 
and Bricith Conſtitution and declared it had been always his 
principle. He hoped, however, that whatever ſum pes: be 
voted by Parliament for the ſpecific purpoſe ſtated in the ſpeech, 
would not be diverted to other purpoſes of the Miniſter.  -- 


Mr. SecxtTanry HoBarr roſe to thank the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman for the very handſome and liberal manner in which he 
Had expreſſed his ſentiments, and declared it would be nothing 
thort of ingratitude in the Government to divert the bounty 'of 
Parliament on this occaſion to auy other purpoſe than the neeeſ- 
ſities of an eventual war. — 

n 157. r 2 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExchaduEA ſaid the finances of 
this country were in ſuch a ſtate as required no new pecuniary 
aid, except for the defence of the county 
6 re 13 MOT HS [35 eff 7% 0037- SECTL WIE un 
Mr. G. Poxs ons v wiſhed'to: know if — Hon. Secre- 

tary was to be underſtood as. pledging himſelf t Ir 
which Parliament might grant was to be ſpecifically applied. in 
the event of thoſe hoſtilities 2 — 5 ol 
3 appropriated to the projects of Mi in an other continental 


= 
. 4 


be D E A HN |. S 


war—with the former he was ready to comply, but td che latter 
he could not give his aſſent. „ Ee 


Mr. Hora Rr ſaid, the preſent topic grew out of the ſpeech. 
He truſted his Hon. Friend would underſtand him, as he had 
declared that any aid Parliament might be inclined to vote was 
meant to be appropriated only on that ground —he knew of no 
other hoſtilities in which Great Britain was likely to become in- 
volved and therefore he could not ſay a word as to futurity. 
Mr. ConoLLy perſeQly coincided in the idea of this country 
ſtaudling or falling hy the connexion with Great Britain, hut 
feared, on the-preicut occaſiqn, G pecuniary abilities would be 
found inadequate. Au. Te euern. have his 
heurty oncurenos-phovigaPRdge fete Be. med hte: to be 
ſpecifically. applied to the pure tionediinabe ſpeech,. He 
apprehended, however, that ſoime part of this money, by ſome 
ſide-wind or other, would be appropriated to other -purpoſes of 
the "Miniſter: - He had read the fesch of the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman ip the Chair, at the Bar of the Lords, on the concluſion 
of the laſt Parliament, which ſtated the proſperity of this coun- 
try as in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate poſſible what he had juſt heard 
trom the Right Hon. Baronet on the floor corroborated the aſ- 
ſertion. He hoped in God it would be found ſo. He, however, 
truſted it would be conſidered as intended by Great Britain 
that as this country was called on for the protection of the com- 
merce of the empire, ſhe ſhould freely participate every benefit 
which might be derived from the approaching conteſt—in which 
the. was ready to riſk with Great Þricain her blood and her 
treaſure—and that our commerce with Botany Bay, [a loud laugh] 
Nootka Sound, and the other regions of the Southern Hemiſphere 
mould be equally free with Great Britain. 


Mr. PonsonBy.only wiſhed to ſtipulate, that if Great Britain 
ſhould enter into any new hoſtilities, the aid granted for the 

reſent purpoſes, ſhould net be appropriated to others, without 
GUNing the Parliament together and taking their ſenſe on the ſub- 
ject. To this the Miniſter anſwered he believed the obje&t of 
diſcuſſion was the ſubject of the Speech from: the throne —he 
Ene nothing of any other hoſtilities th which Great Britain 
jo — threatened, and therefore could not ſay a word on the 
l be queſtion for the Addreſs then paſſed unanimouſly—and 
a Committee was appointed, to fit to-morrow in the Speaker's 
Chamber, to prepare the ſame. + 
„ ou 


kf Sir H. Cavenniuy roſe to ſa 
lvch unanimity and liberality, di 


7, het the Houſe having with 
poſed of the firſt queſtion—the 


8 2 * 
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next — was an Addreſs of Thanks to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant for his gracious communication gf the Speech 
from the throne. He thought it unneceſſary to enter into any 
pavegyric on the perſonal merit, or 8 of the preſent 
iceroy—both were felt and ſpoken of every where he went to, 
and the peace, happineſs, and tranquillity of the country, were 
the beſt proofs that its Government was well-adminiſtered. He 
concluded by moving the Addreſs. | | 


Mr. G. PonsonBy congratulated the Right Hon. Baronet an 
the ſudden diſcovery he had made in the merits of the preſent 
Adminiſtration—and he lamented, that /is own diſcernment did 
not allow him the happineſs of altering his opinions of Adminiſ- 
ration under the auſpices of Lord Weſtmorland's Government. 

He ſaid, however, that if the Addreſs moved by the Right 
Hon. Baronet, was meant merely to convey the uſual empty com- 
plimencs of the Houſe to his Excellency for complying with his 
duty in communicating bis Majeſty's ſentiments to the Houſe, he, 
for his part, would have no objection to its paſſing: — but if it 
was intended to convey a tittle of approbation to thoſe meaſures 
which the Right Hon. Baronet and himſelf had ſo uniformly and 
fo recently oppoſed together, he ſhould be againſt it. He de- 
clared he never would give his approbatian nor his ſupport to the 
preſent or any other Adminiftration, but upon the condition of 
their acceding to the ſpecific meaſures which he and his friends 
had formally avowed on the cloſe of the laſt Parliament. 


Sir Henxzy ſaid, the Addreſs, as a matter of courſe, might 
be ſuffered to go before a committee, and when it came there 
the Right Hon. Gentleman wauld be at liberty to ſtate his ob- 
jections. 

The queſtion for the Addreſs was then put and carried 
unanimouſly. ä 


[ 


„rl were then preſented to the Houſe, and 
_ the priority of 
ordered to be tried on the following days, viz. 


Borough of Liſburn, on the part of W. T. Jones and Richard 
Griffith, to be taken into conſideration on the ad of Auguſt 
next. 


Borough of Trim, an the part of Chriſtopher Armitage Nichol- 
fon. and Skeffington Thompſon, to he conſidered on the 3d of 
County of Dublin, on the part of John Finlay, 4th of Auguſt, 


Borough of Dungarvan, en the part of G. Greene and John 
Kyler, 5th of Aug, * nn ; 


caring having been decided by lot, they were 
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County of Wexford, on the part of Sir F rederick Flood, 
Sth of Auguſt. = 
Ditto, on the part of Cornelius Grogan, and others, ſame day. 
County of Weſtmeath, on the part of Wm. Smyth, 7th of 
Auguſt. 
Univerſity of Trinity College, on the part of L. Parſons, gth 
of Auguſt. | h TY 
Queen's county, on the part of John Warburton, 1oth of 
Auguſt. | 
Queen's county, on the part of John Murray, ſame time: 
Borough of Liſmore, on the part of Robert Paul, 11th of 
Auguſt. | | 
It was then ordered, that Mr. Speaker do appoint a chaplain 
to this Houſe. | 985 | 
. And accordingly he appointed the Hon. and Revd. W. Knox 
chaplain to this 2 5 
Ordered alſo, that all ſtanding orders of the laſt Parliament 
be revived.——Adjourned till to-inorrow. 


—— — 7 . - — 


SaruRDAx, JULY 3, 1790. 


The following petitions, complaining of undue elections and 
returns were preſented te the Houſe, and the days annexed 
were fixed for taking the ſame into conſideration. 


The petition of * Thompſon and William Thomas 
Smith, folgrs. borough of Trim—Thurſday, 12th of Auguſt. 
The petition of Abraham Morris, Eſq. county of Cork 
Friday, 13th Auguſt. | 

Alſo, the petition of the freeholders of the county of Cork, 
fame day. 

Alſo, the petition of the freeholders of the county of Tip- 
perary—Saturday, 14th Auguſt. 

The petition of John Hobſon, Eſq. borough of Tallagh— 
Monday, 16th Auguſt. — 

The petition of John Bingham, Eſq. county of Mayo - Tueſ- 
day, 17th Auguſt. ; 


Mr. Horus moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of debtors, for the more ſpeedy and effectual payment of 
creditors, and for the regulation of goals, ſo far as relates to 


wnpriſoned debtors, Leave was given. 
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Lord Hz Arold brought up the _ from the committee 
appointed to draw up an addreſs to his Majeſty, which was agreed 
to by the Houſe nem. con. as follows: 


« Moft gracious Sovereign, | 
. We, your Majeſty's moſt dytiful and loyal ſubjeQs, the 
Commons of Ireland in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to re- 

turn our bumble thanks to your Majeſty for the communication 
which has been made to us from the throne, reſpeQing the 
capture of Britiſh Veſſels by an officer commanding two Spaniſh 
ſhips of war at Nootka Sound, on the north weſt coaft of Ame- 
Tica, the ſeizure of their cargoes and the impriſonment of their 
officers and crews in a Spaniſh rt. | 
We acknowledge the ur” dal of your Majeſty's councils, 
which has directed your Miniſters at Madrid to claim ſuch full 
and adequate ſatisfaction as is evidently required by the nature 
of this tranſaction, and which, in conſequence of your Majeſty's 
receiving information that armaments were carrying on 1n the 
ports of Spain, has induced you to order ſuch preparations to be 
made as may enable your Majeſty to ſupport the honour of your 
crown and the intereſt of your people with dignity and effect. 

We ſincerely hope that your Majeſty's ardent and benevo- 
lent deſire for the maintenance of peace upon juſt and honourable 

unds will be ſucceſsful, but if your endeavours to this end 
thould unfortunately fail, your Majeſty may be affured of our 
cordial and effectual ſupport. We ſhall adhere to the repeated 
declarations of this country to ſtand and fall with Great Britain 
and we ſhall cheerfully concur in ſuch meaſures as will uphold 
the bonour of your Majeſty's crown, the eſſential rights of all your 
ſubjects, and the common and inſeparable intereſts of Great 
Britain and Ireland.” OY 


Reſolved, that Mr. Speaker, with the Houſe, do attend his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with the ſaid addreſs, and defire 
— 8 may be laid before his Majeſty as the addreſs of this 
Houſe. . gps | 


Sir Henzxy Cavennisn brought up the report from the 
committee appointed to draw up an addreſs to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, which was agreed to by the Houſe, as follows: 


„ May it pleaſe your Excellency, | 
„ We, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
commons of Ireland in Parliament aſſembled, requeſt your Ex- 
cellency will accept our fincere thanks for your moſt excellent 
| ſpeech from the throne. Re | 
„ Whilſt we entertain a ſincere hope that his Majeſty's re- 
preſentations, at the court of Madrid will be attended with the 
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deſired ſucceſs, we 8 the wiſdom of making ſuch 
preparations as may enable his Majeſty, ſhould neceflicy require 
it, to act with vigour and effect; and if his Majeſty's endeavours 
for the maintenance of peace ſhould not T your 
Excellency may be aſſured, that we ſhall cheerfully ſtand for- 
ward in r the honour of his Majeſty's crown; the eſ- 
ſential rights of all his ſubjects, and the common intereſt of the 
whole kingdom. : 0 | 

« Wereturn your Excellency our cordial acknowledgments 
for the confidence you juſtly repoſe in our zeal and loyalty, and 
we ſhall endeayour to evince by our conduct at this important 
criſis, our affectionate and dutiful attachment ro his Majeſty's 
royal perſon, family and government, and our determination ta 
ſupport the united intereſts of his crown and people. 


Reſolved, that Mr. Speaker, with the Houſe, do attend his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with the faid addreſs, and pre- 
ſent the ſame to his Excellency as the addreſs of this Houſe. 


The CrancerLok or THE Excnuequer obſerved, that 
as the ſenſe of Parliament had been now fully known by agreeing 
to the addreſſes which had juſt paſt, and the declarations of Gen- 
tlemen, yefterday, on the other ſide of the Houſe having been on 
the preſent emergency of affairs equally liberal and honourable, 
he ſhould only trouble the Houſe with a few words, previous 
to his bringing forward a motion to give effect to the addreſs of 
this Houſe. | | | 

He ſaid, he intended to more for a vote of credit for 200, oool. 
to put this kingdom in a ſtate of defence, and towards raiſing 
men for his Majefty's fleet, for fortifying our harbours, and put- 
ting our ordnance on an efficient footing. He was authoriſed to 
ſay, that the money ariſing from this vote of credit, ſhould be 
applied to the purpoſes alone for which ir was granted. The in- 
tereſts of this country, he obſerved; were infeparable from thoſe 
of Great Britain. e muſt be ſenſible of the benefits conferred 
by her on this country. We have been equally with her the 
object of foreign treaties, and of theſe fiſheries which has oc- 
caſioned the preſent diſpute with Spain; and in fact, that we had 
but one common 3 He was confident that the conduct of 
this country on the preſent occaſion would be highly honourable, 
and would manifeſt to our ſiſter kingdom the effectual ſupport 
which this country is ever ready to afford her, when the ſitu- 
ation of her affairs requires it. He concluded with making the 
following motion: {0 | 


« That it be reſolved, that whatever ſam or ſums of money 
ſhall be advanced and paid into the Treaſury by any perſon or 
perſons, not exceeding in the whole the:ſum of 200,000]. to be 


- 9 
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applied by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief 1 
overpor or Governors of this kingdom for the tine being, to- 6 
wards the expence of Government, which becomes neceſſary in 4 
purting and maintainipg this kingdom in a ſtate of defence, and be 
towards raiſing men for his Majeſty's fleet, ſhall be made good 73 


this Houſe, out of ſuch aids as ihall be granted next ſeſſion of 1 

arliament, together with ſuch futereſt not excecding 41. per 3 
cent. per annum, as the ſame ſhall be agreed upon, under the 9 
direction of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief 1 
Governor or Governors of this kingdom for the time being. 4 


Mr. G. Poxsonzx knew of no benefits conferred on the Y 
country for which ſhe had not given ample compenſation. He 1 
knew, indeed, that rights had been uſurped and withheld from 
chis country which were recovered through the ſpirited demands 
of the people. He would therefore acknowledge no Boon. He 
concurred perfectly in the principle of our having but one common 
intereſt with Great Britain; he, however, objeRed to the word- 
ing of the motion, as nor ſufficiently ſpecific of the purpoſe of 
the vote, avowed to be for a Spaniſh war, and yet by the lan- 
of the motion was liable to be applied to a continental war, 
in which if it was the intention of Miniſters to involve us, the 
wauld be guilty of an impoſition, a trick, a baſe deviſe, an a 


Captain BuzxcH ſaid, it was impoſlible to comply with the 
Hon. Gentleman's ideas. He aſked, if Spain was ed by any 
other nation, were we then to throw down our arms? Were we, 
if they became ſtrong, to reduce ourſelves immediately to weak- 
neſs ; to become 7 —— as ſhe became brave, and aſter we 
had raiſed a number of men for the war, to diſband them mere- 

becauſe ſome other nation eſpouſed the quarrel of Spain ? 
V hat then was to become of * — bounties ? how were we 
to get them back, for ſoldiers never refunded ? 


Colonel BLAG YEAR much diſapproved the ſtile of diffidence 
- with which the gentleman ſeemed to treat the Miniſter ; a gen- 
tleman high in the knowledge of this country's ſituation, iu the 


Mr. OHR faid, many things bad occurred to him, with 
reſpect to the uſe which might be made of the Addreſs, which 
he refrained from r the time, leſt he might ſeem 
to interrupt the cordiality with which the Addreſs was voted, and 
which always has, and ever ought to animate our counſels, when- 
ever the intereſt of the Empire is in queſtion. In the firſt place 
the addreſs did not neceſſarily imply a vote of credit, for there 


were other, and perhaps more proper means, by which we 
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might aſſiſt the arms of Great Britain. A vote of credit was the 
molt exceptionable, becauſe it in a great meaſure placed the diſ- 
poſal of the ſupply in the hands of an Adminiſtration whoſe 
miſmanagement of the revenues has been ſo often and ſodeſerv- 
edly complained of; beſides the ſum required was conſiderably 
more than could be neceſſary for any & 4p purpoſe, and like 
every loan muſt affect the rate of interett, and of courſe injure 
in "Toons degree the trade of Ireland ; nor were the purpoſes to 
which it was in the firſt place to be applied, leſs objectionable : 
the ereQing fortifications, as the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
poſed, was the moſt unfit uſe that could be made of it. The 
Houſe had long ſet its face againſt grants of money for 
ublic works of a ſimilar nature, as abuſes of the public purſe ; 
ſides ſuch fortifications can never be neceffary in our inſular 
ſituation : better raiſe men for the fervice of the Engliſh navy 
and leave the defence of our coaſts to them. But gentlemen ſeem 
to forget that we are at all times contributing to the defence of 
the Empire ; that we keep up an army for Great Britain in time 
of peace, which, upon the principle that the beſt ſecurity for 


| peace is to be prepared for war, is no ill way of contributing our 


uota to the defence of the Empire. But it muſt be recollected that 
the expenſe we have been at in ſupporting troops more than ne- 
ceſſary to our own defence * the preſent peace, is nearly 
equal to a grant at this time of a million and half; no ſinall contri- 
bution to che defence of the Empire. | 
But in fact there is no war, and the probability is, that there 
will be no war; and if there ſhould, the object of that war 
in all likelihood will be, to compel the Spaniards to reimburſe 
Great Britain for her warlike preparations. Now are his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervants here — to aſſure us, that we likewiſe ſhall 
receive recompence for our warlike preparations. If our money 
be laid out at Cork and Waterford, and in other fortifications, can 
Miniſters aſſure us, that we ſhall be reimburſed ; or if applied 
ever ſo properly in the defence of the Empire, can Miniſters aſ- 


ſare us that our 200,000]. will be replaced in our Treaſury 


whenever compenſation ſhall be made to Great Britain ? Or are 
we to arm to compel compenſation to Great Britain, without re- 
gquiring any recompence to ourſelves ? If Miniſters are not pre- 


pared in theſe particulars, they are not entitled to ſolicit a vote 
of credit. | 


Sir H. Cayenpisn faid, that when the Houſe went into 
a commitee, the reſolution might be ſo warded as to meet the 
ideas of gentlemen on both ſides of the Houſe. ; 


Mr. GaaTTan entirely approved the ſentiments and the ex- 
preſſions of his Hon. Friend, Mr. Ponſonby, as perfectly conſiſt- 


ent with the duty and digaity of a Member of that Hauſe ; he 


1 PARLIAMENTARY. [JuLY 3, 


brad aQed i like an honeſt Member of Parliament, in his aſſent to 

re vote of credit; and, in his vigilance to the application of. 

that credit, he acted like an honeit man, careful of: the property 

of kis-conſtituents. 5 

In England ſince the reign of Edward Ul. che application of, 

ts bad been always. ſpecifed, and in moſt caſes eſtiniates for 

plication laid before Parliament: His Hon. Friend was. 

| 3 juſtified in not leaving the application of the grant im- 
N plieitiy to the miniſters of the crown. 

- He. was ready to adinit that the intereſt of the two countries. 

was juſeparable, and he hoped that the connexion between then 

would be friendly and laſting. —He' ſaid he ſelt it his duty as a 

Member of Parliament, to ſupport the dignity. of the crown, 

but he did not conſider the reſolution ſor the vcte f credit 

fuffciently ſpecified. as the reſolution was. at Nt woes ry Lit 


was leaving 'the application of the money at the heνενNã ob, Go | 


vernment ;-in Great Britain the 4rnoney +45 Ahe pe- 
arc grants. In 3 hs Jo ofccredit.,to be _ ſpecif Sone, 
he was doings nothi \ 


of. a ITY 


it hecuad terday. 
4 from the other fide wi te Rar e r gent 14 


applied te the p 


n 

] efalution as specific as. e, and to deviſe ſome. 
words as will preclude an lie: on the ſubject. Why not 
ſay in the 78 lution, for. the extraordinary Preparations ry. 
He faid he did not like the words 1 in the reſolution, ** To put 
this country in a ſtate of defence.” In the French war in 1778, 
there paſſed a vote of credit for 300,000]. for putting this coun-. 
try in a ſtate of defence, and in the January of 79, there was not a 
Hilling in the Treaſury, aud Government,was obliged to bor- 
raw 50,0001. from a private gentleman to pay your army. Ha- 
ving thoſe:experiments is his recollection, he wiſhed the reſo- 


ii to be ſpe 


were ee 8 1 he wiſhed to ſtate on the 


2 with our expenſes, and put a ſtop to the pernicious 
pra ddice of going into bt, — — d not be excluded in granting 
222 Mare taxes in peace; therefore i it wasrequiſite to Ipecify the 

bY War. 

. ly, "Thar as in all dilputes i in which 3 may be 
2X TT ts wed on account of commerce, we are ready to render our 
3 yo" albſtance—fo we: ſhould fully participate in the advantages 
5 5 1 may be acquired or maintained thereby. For inſtance, 
5 in the preſent caſe, we ſhould not only obtain a free navigation 
7% es of the Pacific Ocean to the north weſt coaſt, of America, but 
L RO alſo to China, and every other ſhore which it waſhes. 

_ -.* 2 wquld have this country to exert berſelf i in 

. Bok * a intereſt of * 
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aded u to the . 2 Gentleman to 


 oceation. Firſt, that 28 140,000]. to equalize our 
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empire, ſo he would wiſh the ſum granted ſor that purpoſe to 

de guarded * application to any other 7 —— he withed 
the purpoſes of the preſent grant ts be particu eified. 

In 1788, there was an eſtiinate E amounted'to 

. 298,000]. and-the ſum granted way go,0001... He concluded 

with ſaying, let the gentlemen on cha : fide of th of the e 


the reſolution themſelves, | ES 
707 10 601 = Tas 49 Viol 62 


— 


The cusxct bon el +Hs. cures Laid,” be” Was 
happy to find that there Was. no Objection tö the, Ela 
only objection Was to the form bf wording the reſolution; for his 

part he had not the” ſales bjeRtioh: ro l the Words, c ex- 
traordinary "Experics,” | He „ that Putin the ordnance on a 
fe 58880 will coſt ig or 30, 1 in order to procure a 

n 


aa ces, d getting an efficient 
e faid it would be 3 to put the port 


| IH * 14 Hate, * = , Prevent Jars, from cuttin 
vr ere 18 e Fg Wiſhes of gen- 5 
by adopt > the 1500 reinafy expenſe,” Re 
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X ) give not that he \ ould a next ſeſſion wov 2 an account 
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A petition of the Hon. * Serdifend ooeplainingatian undue 
election for the county Wicklow, was received and read ; and 
ordered to: be taken into conſide ration onithe:1&h-Augaſt's next. 

Naß JL {© {ria Tird iO dd! 01712: on, ba. *Q irh: 
Mr. Mas ox, according to order, reported from the com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe to whom it was referred to take into 


ä he F 200,000], 


ns 


— 
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for the er mentioned in the motion, had come to the fol- 
lowing reſolution, which he read in his place, and after delivered 


in at the table, where the ſame was read and ayreed to by the 
Houſe, and is as follows: 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
whatever ſum or fums of 1 money Y ſhall be advanced and paid into 
the Treaſury by any perſon or perſons, not exceeding in the 
whole the ſum of acer to be —— by his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant or 55 er Chief Governor or Governors of this 
kingdom for the tine being, towards the extraordinary expenſe 
of government, which = become neceſſary in putting and 
maintaining this kingdom in a Rate of defence, Bb _— rail- 
ing nien for his Majeſty's fleet, ſhall be made good — 

Houſe out of ſuch aids as ſhall be granted ney 8 AT 
liament, together with ſuch intereſt, not exceedi he Sri 

per annum, as the ſame ſhall be agreed upon on under the 

of his Exeellency the Lord Lieatenant or other Chi 


or Governors of this kingdom for the time being. 


Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, with the Houſe, Kit his 


Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with the ſaid reſolution. 


The Souiciror Gz NAR after Eee 
ſented to the Houſ: . the hill | (pro Þ | | 
y. entit 


ed in the an 
| ue the relief let of p Fern Sw. have — to, quali themſelves 
accord} 


N or ata a Ker ung a ed reported, 
read * Bll ns read and ordered to the Lords. - you 


5 following petitions complaining of undlue eleftion were 
ent 8 


Of John Barrington and Jonah Parrin ringron, Þ Eſars, a 


eleRtion and return for the HEE 5 8 

County ordered to be taken i into 3 ad, Auguſt next. 
Of Thomas Whelan and others, ining of the election 

and return for the of. Dublin, referred to the Committee 


on the petition of John dulay, Eſq. 
Of Richard Martin, 
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for their conſideration. A report had prevailed, that a * 
kad voted in that Aſſembly, as if a member, on Friday laſt. He 
had made ſtrict enquiry into the report, and found it to be true 
and the perſon who had done fo had come forward, acknow- 
ledged his error, as the reſult of mere inadvertency, and utter 
ignorance of the forms of the Houſe. However, as the act itſelf 
was a very high offence againſt the privileges of that Houſe, he 
thought it his duty to ſtate the matter, in order that the Houſe 
might uſe their own diſcretion towards the perſon who had been 
guilty of the offence. 3 35 
s The Houſe then defired the perſon might be brought to their 
ar. | | 
Accordingly, a gentleman did come forward to the bar, and 
being examined, did ſay, that on Friday evening he came to the 
Houle for the purpoſe of hearing the debate—bur on his adniit- 
tance, being orally unacquainted with the forms or regulations 
of the Houſe, he had come into the body of it, and ſat down on 
the left hand ſide of the chair. That when the ſtrangers were 
ordered to withdraw, he had endeavoured to comply, but could 
not get out. That When the queſtion was put, and the Houſe 
divided, he had endeavoured to hide himſelf from the tellers 
but was called on by one of them [Lord Delvin} to fit forward, 
and qwing to this circuniſtance, he was counted with the 
members. 8 . 
Aſter a ſhort converſation, the Houſe with great good humour 
laughed at the occurrence, and diſcharged the gentleman with- 
ou: Any cenſure an * n 


The Houſe then adjourted to Monday, 19th of this' Month. 


— 


— 


AMonvpay, JuLy 19, 1790. 


The bill for the relief of per ſons who have omitted to qualify 
according to law, not having returned from Great Britain, in or- 
der to receive the Royal Aﬀet by his 'Excellency the Earl of 


ted. a petition, complaining of an undue 
of Tipperary, on the part of John Bag- 


Mr. Secretary Hon ar moved that the Houſe be adjourned 
until Saturday next, which was agreed to nemine — x 


1 Houſe accordingly adjourned to Saturday 24th of this 


PARLIAMENTARY, &c. [JuLr 24, 
SATURDAY, Jury 24th, 1790. 


Me. Secretary Hobart preſented his Majeſty's anſwer to the 
addreſs of the Houſe, as follows : 


« GEORGE R. 
« His Majeſty has received With great pleaſure the very 
dutiful and loyal addreſs of the Houſe ot Commons of Ireland. 
The proofs which they have given of their attachment to his 
Majeſty's perſon, family and government, and their aſſurances of 
their determination to ſupport the honour of his Majefty's crovn 
and the common. intereſt of the Empire at this important criſis, 
are highly ſatisfictory to his Majeſty. 


G. R.“ 


The Lesben Ucher of the Black Rod then nb and ſum- 


moned the Houſe to attend his Excel * the Lord Lieutenant ĩ in 
the Houſe of Lords. 


The Speaker attended by the er repeired thither, when 
his Excellency after giving the Royal aſſent to the Qualifi- 
cation bill delivered the following ſpeech from the throne : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


„have great ſatisfaction in «communicating to you his 
Vhjeſty's gracious acceptance of thoſe proofs of attachment, loy- 
alty and zeal which you have manifeſted in your proceedings. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

« His. Majeſty commands me to return you his thanks for 
the means = have afforded him to provide for the extraordinary 
es of government, that "e be neceſſary at this import- 
ant criſis 


2 My horas ud S 3 
am ng 448 at this ſeaſon of the year to relieve you from 
. arliament. I have no doubt of your continuance 


in that e to aſſert and maintain the rights of. he 
Empire, has ſo honourably diſtin aiſhed your cond) 


And then the Lord Chancellor declared that bis 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenants * that this Nag 
be prorogued to Friday the 24th day of "op iber l 


Parliament was according] ed the 1 
Ar next. * ee N e 8 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 1791. : 
8 HORTLY after the Speaker had taken the Chair, the 
Hon. Henry Fane, Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod, dehvered 
a meſſage from the Lord Lieutenant, requiring that the Houſe do 
attend Pim in the Houſe of Peers. SS 
The Speaker with the Members accordingly repaired thither, 
and on their return, the Speaker reported, that his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant had delivered the following Speech from 
the Throne: | 


„„ Lords and Gentlemen, | 

e have ſincere pleaſure in acquainting you, by the King's 
coinmand, that the differences which had ariſen between his 
Majeſty and the court of Spain have happily been brought to an 
amicable termination. Copies of the declarations exchanged be- 
tween his Majeſty's ambaſfador and the miniſter of the Catholic 
King, and of the convention which has been ſince concluded, 
will be laid. before you. EEG 4, | 


Had the honour of his Majeſty's crown, and the protection 8 


* . . 


of the rights and intexeſts.of 15 empire, involved his kingdoms 
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in the calamities of war, the zeal maniſeſted by all his ſubjecte, 
and by none more than his loyal people of Ireland, had left hivz 
no doubt of the moſt vigorous and effectual ſupport. It is a 
{ſource of peculiar ſatisfaction to his Majeſty that thoſe objects 


have been accompliiked without any actual interruption of the 
Leſlings of peace. 


« Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 

© I have ordered the proper officers to lay the national accounts 

before you, fully relying upon your e dee, zeal to provide 

tor the exigencies of the ttate, and the honourable ſupport of his 
Majeſty's government. 

„ have alſo ordered an account of the extraordinary expenſes 
of government which have been incurred during the negotiation 
with Spain to be laid before yon, and I truſt you will find that 
the confidence you repoſed in me has not been nuſplaced. 


cc My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« Your diſpoſition to facilitate the buſineſs of commerce, and 
to conſult the eaſe of the merchants, will induce you to conſider 
and if poſſible ro accompliſh, during this ſeſſion, ſuch regulations 
as may tend to ſimplify the colleQion of the various articles of 
the public revenue. 7 

«« Your unremitted care of the agriculture, trade and manu- 
factures of this kingdom, and particularly the linen manufacture, 
and your accuſtomed liberality to the proteſtant charter-ſchools 
and other public inſtitutions for charitable purpoſes, make it 
6-5 202mg for me to direct your attention to thoſe objects indi- 
vidually. | 

A more intiinate acquaintance with this country has en- 
creaſed my wiſhes for its welfare ; and I have obſerved, with the 
ſincereſt fatisfaQtion, the extenſion of her agriculture, her riſing 
trade and improving manufactures. You may be aſſured of my 
co-operation in every, meaſure that may conduce to thoſe im- 

33 purpoſes; andhwhilſt I thus fulfil his Majeſty's commands, 
ſhall attain the _— object of my ambition, if I can be in- 


ſtrumental in contributing to the proſperity and happineſs of 


Ireland.” 


The ſpeech being in the accuſtomed manner read again by the 
Clerk at the table, 


Mr. Joux WorrE ſaid that he preſumed it would not re- 
quire many arguments to prove, what muſt be obvious to every 


man, the growing r of Ireland, under the auſpices of 


a wiſe benevolent Monarch. For thirty years, continued 
he, we have ee the bleſſing of his reign, each year marked 
dy ſome act of vour to this nation—our liberties have been 
reſtored—our commerce extended our agriculture and manu- 
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factures encouraged ;—and if there was upon the face of the globe 
any place more peculiary diſtinguiſhed than the reſt, by the en- 
joyment of liberty, peace and proſperity, it certainly was the 
kingdom of Ireland. | : 

He then alluded to that part of the ſpeech which mentions the 
Spaniſh Convention, which he conſidered as the means of opening 
a plentiful ſource of trade, in the benefits whereot this country 
would participate. 

With regard to the advice which they had juſt received from 
the throne, recommending the ſimplification of the duties, and 
a more eaſy ſyſtem of collecting the revenue, he doubted not 
they would moſt earneſty enter into it, as the preſent complicated 
and intricate mode had long and juſtly been We res of; and 
the alteration deſired muſt prove not only highly advantageous 
to the trade and revense of this kingdom, bur a great eaſe and 
benefit to the individual merchants by whom it is carried on; 
and would refle& great honour on Lord Weſtmorland's Govern- 
ment, by which it had been undertaken. As to the good in- 
tentipns of that Nobleman towards this country, he himſelf had 
juſt declared them in language much ſuperior to any thing he Mr. 
Wolfe could offer; he would therefore only ſay, that he was 
confident every advantage which the power of a Lord Lieutenant 
animated by a benevolent heart, could beſtow upon this country, 
it would receive from Lord Weſtmorland ; and that the longer 
his amiable qualities were known amongſt us, the more they 
would be admired. | | | 

He concluded his ſpeech with moving an humble addreſs to his 
Majeſty. | 05 | | 

Mr. VanDeLEvuR ſeconded the motion. 

On the queſtion being put thereon, 


Mr. GratTan roſe to give only his diſſent to the paragraph 
in the Addreſs expreflive of their approbation of the adminiſ- 
tration of his Excellency the Earl of Weſtmorland ; and as he, 
for one, did not approve the meaſures of his Adminiſtration, he 
could not conſiſtently give his aſſent to that part of the Addreſs. 
On the queſtion being put to agree to that part of the Addreſs, 
it was carried in the affirmative with only a few diſſenting voices. 
The motion for the Addreſs being agreed to, a Committee was 


. * 


appointed to prepare the ſame. 


Mr. MNau aaa moved, that an addreſs be preſented to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, expreſſive of the benefits this 
country has derived from his Excellency's Adminiſtration. 


He was ſeconded by Mr. O'Coxnox, who ſaid, that in order 
to demonſtrate the benefits which this country has derived from 
mae Adminiſtration of his Excellency the Earl of Weſtmorland, 

it was only neceſſary to have a reference to fats, He ſaid, that 
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in no former period was this country in a more flouriſhing con- 
dition than it is at preſent; induſtry had wherewithal to give it 
ſufficient encouragement, our agriculture was in the moſt im- 
proved ſituation, our farmers were in a ſtate of proſperity, our 
manufacturers were all employed, and our commerce was more 
extenſive than ever it hitherto has been; under theſe circumſtances, 
and from a conviction of their being really the ſituation of this 
country, he felt. no ſmall ſatisfaction in ſeconding the motion of 
his Hon. Friend. | : 5 
The motion being agreed to, a committee was appointed to 
prepare an addreſs to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 


Mr. SzcxETarY Hos Ax preſented copies of the Declaration, 
and Counter-Dectaration, and alſo of the convention ſigned by 
Mr, Fitzherbert, the Britiſh Ambaſſador at the Court of Madrid 
and the Spaniſh Miniſter, which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. J. Bezzsr0xD preſented the revenue and exciſe eftabliſh- 
ments.—Qrdered to lie on the table. | . 4 


Sir Lucius O'Brien, after ſtating the mode followed by the 
Houſe of Commons in Great Britain, reſpecting petitions pre- 
ferred for undue elections and returns, moved a long ſtring of 
reſolutions on that head, which were agreed to. One of them 
requires, that all Members who are returned for two places, 
Mall make their election in three weeks; another of the reſo- 
Iutions brought on a very deſultory converſation, the reſolution 
was as follows : 5 | | 5 
„ Reſolved, That when a Committee who are appointed to t 
the merits of a petition, complaining of an undue election ke 
return, ſhall report the ſame to be frivolous, groundleſs and vex- 
atious, and that this Houſe do agree to ſuch reſolution, that this 
Houſe will order ſatisfaction to ande to the perian petitioned 


agunſt.” 


Mr. Coxrxy was bf apinion, that the reſolution, as worded, 
was ſomewhat objectionable, He ſaid, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons had a right at common law, to order compenſation to be 
made to the perſon petitioned againſt, if it appeared that ſuch 
pon was frivolous, groundlefs, and vexatious ; and it would 

a dangerous thing to narrow the juriſdiction of the Houſe. 
They ſhould be exceedingly cautious how they interfered, by 
ſtatute law, reſpecting a right which they already poſſeſſed at 


common law. 


Mr. Ecan adverted to the County of A eleQion, (in the 
&ſc of Mr, Maxwell, who petitioned againſt Mr, Sanderſon) 


FRY 
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where the report of the Committee, though is was erroneous, yet. 
it was. binding on the Houſe ; and this, he ſaid, was a me- 
lancholy inſtance of depriving an individual of a ſeat in that 
Houle. | 


The SeEAKER obſerved, that the deciſion of the Committee 
was final to all intents and pur pofes. 


The SecxeETARY or STATE was of opinion, that an act af 
the Legiſlature at large, and not a reſolution of that Houſe, was 


neceſſary in ſuch caſes. 


Mr. G. Poxsoxzv, Mr. Marcus Berese oRD, and Mr. 
£00Kke, ſpoke a few words to the ſame effect. 


The reſolution was at length agreed to. 4 


The petition for the borough of Liſburn was ordered to be ta- 
ken into conſideration on Monday the 21ſt of February. 2 


For Antrim, the ſame day: | 


* 


For the county of Dublin, Monday the 7th of February. 
For the borough of Dungarvan, 8th of Februar. 
For the county of Weſtmeath, 10th of February. 

For the borough of Liſmore, gth of February. 

For the county of Wicklow, the 23d of February. 

For the county of Wexford, 15th of February. 


Mr. OcLe ſaid he had a petition to 2 from the ma- 
jority of the freeholders ef the county of Wexford, who were 
alarmed at a petition which was preſented to this Houſe by an 
Hon. Gentleman {Sir Frederick Flood) who was a Candidate at 
the laſt election for that county, who was rejected by a very 
large majority ; the prayer of his petitian was that his name 
8 00 be ſubſtituted in the place of the Hon. John Loftus, who 
had been elected by a very decided majority and returned by the 
proper officer. He ſaid the petitioners were perſons who were 
the moſt conſiderable landholders in the county, and were ve- 
ry materially intereſted in the repreſentation ; he therefore beg- 
ged leave to preſent the petition, and afterwards he ſhould move 
that it be referred to the r to try the merits 
of the petition complaining of an undue return for the county 

Mr. Wazpew FLoop ſaid this was the moſt extraordinary 
petition that ever was offered to be preſented to any Houle of 
Commons ; it was a petition againſt a petition.—The petition of 


Sir Frederick Flood fates, that the Hon. Gentleman who had 
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been returned by the proper officer was ineligible in point of 
Jaw in _ to minority, and he proyey his name ſhou'd be 
fudſtiruted in the place of the perſon returned; but the Right 
Hon. Gentleman who offers to preſent the petition, perhaps is 
diſlatisfied that Sir Frederick Flood does not petition for a new 


election | 
Mr. Os LR hoped the Houſe would entertain the petition. 
FY On the petition being read, | 


Mr. EAN obſerved, that the prayer of the petition was in- 
- efficacious. | | 


On the Syeart expreſling ſome kind of doubt which he had 
at the preſent time reipecting the propriety of the Houſe re- 
ceiving a petition of ſuch a nature, Mr, Ogle withdrew it for 


Ordered, on the motion of Mr. Denis Browne, that the Clerk 
of the Peace for the county of Mayo, do lodge with the Clerk 
of this Houſe, the record of the regiſtry of the freeholders of 
ſaid county. SEL e : 

T be ſtanding Grand Committees of Religion, Trade, Griey- 
ances, Privileges, and Courts of ' Juſtice, were appointed. 


— — — — 


— — 


Fxipay, JANUARY 21, 1791. 


Sir H. LanGz1sne moved for leave to bring a bill, © for 

better ſecuring the health of his Majeſty's ſubje&s, and for erect- 

ing an Apothecaries Hall in this kingdom.“ 2% 

Ile obſerved, that it was in contemplation to have brought in 

a bill of this kind in the laſt ſeſſion of the late Parliament, but 

that on account of a difference of opinion among thoſe more im- 

mediately concerned in the bufineſs—the apothecaries—it had 
been laid afide. The * of the preſent bill was to bring the 
buſineſs forward, that if any reaſonable objections can be made 

to the meaſure they may be ſtated, when no doubt, they would 
meet with due attention. | 9 . 


Mr. Bz REZSsTORD ſaid, a difference of opinion on this point 
had itil] ſubſiſted, that he had been applied to by one of the 
parties, to bring in a bill of this kind, but had declined it ſor 
want of time. e e his Hon. Friend would withdraw 
his motion for the preſent, 'as it was not unlikely that in a ſhort 
ime the parties would agree on the ſubject. 1 oY . 

Sir HexcuLzs withdrew his motion. 


. 


Mr. Grattan preſented a petition from Mr. Warburton, com- 
plaining of an undue elettion for the Queen's county, which was 
— and ordered to be taken into conſideration, February 
the 19th. - * 


Mr. Joun Wor rr, from the committee appointed to prepare 
the ſame, reported the Addreſs to his Majeſty, which they bad 
agreed to in the following words; 1 


To the KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. + 


The humble Appxess of the Knicnurs, CrT1zr xs, and Box- 
| GESSES in Parliament aſſembled, | 
« Moſt gracious Sovereign, . 

« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Commons of Ireland in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to ap- 
proach your Majeſty with the pureſt ſentiments of loyalty and 
the warmeſt expreſſions of attachment to your Majeſty's perſon, 
family and government. 

« We avail ourſelves of the firſt opportunity to convey to your 
Majeſty our condolence, at the great loſs your 2 has ſuſ- 
tained in the lamented death of your royal brother, his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland. 
We are grateſul to your Majeſty ſor the communication 
which has been made to us, by your royal command, that the 
differences between your Majeſty's and the Court of Spain have 
been terminated without any actual interrfiption of the bleſlings 
of peace; and for having been graciouſly pleafed to order copies 
of the declarations exchanged between your Majeſty's Ambaſſador 
and the Miniſter of the Catholic King, and of the convention 
which has ſince been concluded, to be laid before us. 

e With peculiar ſatisfaction we reflect on the termination of 
thoſe differences, ſo happily accompliſhed by the wiſdom of your 
Majeſty's councils ; and we beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that 
if the honour of your crown, and the rights of the empire, had 
involved your kingdoms in the calamities of war, your faithful 
people of Ireland would have ſtood forward with their accuſ- 
roined loyalty and zeal to ſupport your Majeſty in the maintenance 
and protection of thoſe important objects. 1 | 

„We will cheerfully provide ſuch ſupplies as ſhall be found 
adequate for the exigencies of the ſtate, and the honourable ſup- 
port of your Majeſty's 1 | 

“We are not inſenſible to that regard for our intereſts which 
has induced your Majeſty to dire& our attention to regulations 
for ſimplifying the collection of the various articles of the public 
revenue, and we ſhall endeavour to frame ſuch proviſions as may 


found moſt advantageous for the eaſe of the merchants and the 
acility of commercial buſineſs, | 1 


r — 
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The encreaſe of our agriculture, our trade and manu- 
ſactures, and particularly our linen manufacture, muſt encou- 
our exertions for their further extenſion and improvement; 
— gu ſhall not remit our uſual attention to the proteſtant ſchools, 
and other public inſtitutions for charitable purpoſes. 
MWe cannot but return our ſincere thanks to your Majeſty 
ſor the continuance of the Earl of Weſtmorland in the goyern- 
ment of this kingdom, under whoſe judicious adminiſtration the 


nation is preſerved in tranquillity, and advancing in wealth and 
credit. We are confident he will, at all times, make a juſt and 


KEvourable repreſentation of our exertions in the national ſervice, 
and we are ſatisfied of his Excellency's unremitting endeavours to 
fulfil your Majeſty's moſt gracious commands, by contributing to 
the happineſs and proſperity of Ireland.” 


The Addreſs being read paragraph by paragraph, paſſed ich- | 


out any diviſion, 5 
When the paragraph of the ſimplification of the Revenue was 


Mr. G. Pox sonny ſaid, that the words in the clauſe conyeyed 

to his mind no diſtinct or definite ideas - they were ſo vague and 
indeterminate, that he found it neceſſary to call upon the Right 
Hon. Gentlemen, converſant in the Reyenue, to explain what 
was meant, what was deſigned by the plan alluded to in thoſe un- 
determined expreſſions? | 5 __ 


The CnancELLok or Tut Exckt dr «replied, that is was 
dehigned to bring into one point of view the different ſums now 
payable on any article by different ſtatutes, and to exhibit at one 
glance the wHoLE of what each article was chargeable with. 
This was the general outline —but in the progreſs of the buſineſs 
throngh the Houſe, gentlemen ſhould have ff time to examine 
D TEE OTST TIE: 

On reading that part of the addreſs which thanks bis Majeſty 
for continuing the preſent Admuniſtration, 

Sir R. MvscRrave roſe, and ſaid that by aſſenting to it we 
virtually applaud the late Adminiſtration here.—That the in- 
Kances of prodigality of the Marquis of Buckingham were ſo pal- 
pable, and To enormous, that he would not - intrude on the time 


of the Houſe in enumerating them. On a cloſe inveſtigation of 
the fu oe it will appear that the annual expence unneceſſarily 


ed by him would be ſufficient to pay the intereſt of the ſum 
of money raiſed to put the country in a ſtate of defence, —It was 
faid laſt feſſion, and will probably be ſaid now, that an Addreſs 
is but a mere matter of form.—But he denied that poſition, and 


faid that they did not entertain within their walls a more ſolemn 


or a more ſerious matter than an Addreſs, That an Addreſs ſancy 
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tions the paſt, and preſcribes the future condutt of Adminiſtrar 


tion.— That by admitting that an Addreſs is a matter of torn, 
they derogate from their dignity, they depart from that wiſdom 
and conſiſtency which ſhould regulate eee ing. and they 


offer an inſult to the underſtanding of the Viceroy, to whom they 


offer ſuch a pitiful tribute of adulation; for it is a downright mock- 
ery if they adauit, that it is a matter of jorm,—He had often heard 

raiſe very ill deſerved beſtowed on Viceroys within them walls. 
He Was at a loſs to account for the motives of it. At one time he 
imputed it to inſidious and walicious motives, for the higheſt rain 
of panegyric becomes the ſevereſt ſatire when it is not mexited. 
Pojſmum genus ini micorum laudantium.—S6lomon, the wiſeſt of 
mankind, faid, He that praiſeth his friend aloud, it ſhall be 
no better to him than a curſe.” —At another time, he aſcribed this 
cacathes laudandi to motives of benevolence, and that it was - 
meant to convey a delicate admonition to a Viceroy, that he ſhould 
try to cultivate and acquire thoſe qualities which he did not poſ- 


| Teſs, laudando precipere.—If then to reform be the object of their 


Addreſſes, he hoped the late Viceroy would take the hint, for 
there was a wide held for reformation. —He ſaid, we may expect 
in time then that our Addreſſes. will improve the morals of the 

at perſonages to whom they are addrefſed, as much as the 
— Schools thoſe of the lower claſs of people. —When an 
Addreſs, is objected to and a Miniſter tells you that it is a matter 
of form, and ectly innoxious, he reminds nie of a Quack 
Doctor for there are quacks as well in politics as in medicine: 
This Doctor was indicted for ſelling noxious drugs; he pleaded 
that they were powder of port, and therefore innoxious; but in 
the end they turned out a ſtrong cathartick: So your Addreſs may 
open the purſe- ſtrings of the I reaſury, and cure it of a plethora. 
The Miniſter may tell you that an Addreſs is innoxious to facilitate 
the introduction and progrels of it; but were he to be impeached, 
he would conſtrue every REY of it to his own advantage 
with the ſophiſtry of a ſpecial pleader to cover his retreat, and 
he would ſay, in the words of ker. „ Behold your hand and 
ſeal for what I did.” Nothing can derogate ſo much from your 
dignity, as to ſing | he {ame dull monotous litany of praiſe to every 
Viceroy let his qualities be what they Let him be the Log 
or the Stork. By the bye the —— 1 all-devouring Stork, 
Hang 44 took his flight from us in a very extraordinary manner; 
but I do not mean to carry on the alluſion and „ fable b. 
ſaying he ſent a Log in his place. The happy ſelection of able 
and wiſe Senators at the other fide of the Houſe, ſo well arrayed 


ne 


bin prove chat there is wiſdom. and energy at the 


Mr. MNamana reported from the Committee appointed to 
prepare the Addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, one whic they had 
greed to in the following words: TIE 
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To his Excellency Joun Earl of WesTMorLanD, Lord 
Lieutenant General, and General Governor of Ireland. 


The humble Appxess of the KniGcars, CITIZENS, and Bux- 
| GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled. 3 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

© We, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, beg ſew to return 
your Excellency our cordial thanks for your excellent ſpeech 

rom the throne. | | 
We thank your Excellency for having ordered to be laid be- 
fore us copies of the declarations exchanged between his Majeſty's 
ambaſſador and the miniſter of the Guholic King, and of the 
convention which has ſince been concluded, which has ſo hap- 

ily brought to an amicable termination the differences which 
Pad ariſen between his Majeſty and the court of Spain, and we 
partake ſincerely of the many" which your Excellency feels in 
communicating this ſatisfactory intelligence. 

« We aſſure your Excellency that you have not entertained an 
unfounded confidence in our firm determination to have afforded 
to his Majeſty the moſt vigorous and effectual ſupport, if it had 
been neceſſary to reſort to arms for protecting the common rights 
and intereſts of the Empire, and for maintaining the honour of 
his Majeſty's crown; at the ſame time we acknowledge the wiſ- 
dom of thoſe councils which have een theſe important 
objects witliout any in r of the bleſſings of peace. 

We thank your Excellency for having ordered the national 
accounts to be laid before us; we ſhall cheerfully provide for the 
exigencies of the ſtate and the honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's 
Sond ae na eo 

We are alſo to make our acknowledgments to your Excellency 
for haying ordered to be laid before us the accounts of the extra- 
ordinary expenſes incurred during the late negotiation with the 
court of Spain, and we ſhall ily provide for thoſe expenſes, 
fatisfied that the confidence repoſed in your Excellency has not 
been miſplaced. | | 5 

It is a decided proof of your Excellency's attention to out 
intereſts, that you have recommended to us to ſimplify the col- 
lection of the various articles of public revenue: We ſhall en- 
gage in this ſubject with alacrity, and ſhall hope to accompliſh 
your e hes intentions, by facilitating the diſpatch of 
commercial buſineſs and conſulting the eaſe and conyenience 
the merchants. CCC 

« We will not fail in our uſual attention to the agriculture, 
trade and manufaQuure,s and xs the linen manufaQure, 
and to the Proteſtant charter ichools and other public inftitutiong 
for charitable purpoſes.  _._ 8 
From a fuller acquaintance with your Excellency's public 
and private virtues, we look forward with the ſincereſt pleaſure 
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to the continuance of your reſidence in this kingdom. We are 
ſenſible of your wiſhes for its intereſts, and for your anxiety to 
romote them; and grateful for the advantages we enjoy under 
your Excellency's wiſe adminiſtration, we ſhall perſevere in our 
exertions for his Majeſty's ſervice, and the eaſe and honour of 
your government.“ ET | 
It was agreed to without a diviſion. 


Mr. Eean preſented a petition from the eleQors of the bo- 
rough of Antrim, which was received and ordered to be taken 
into conſideration on the 19th of February. | 


As alſo a petition from the electors of the borough of Trim— 
Ordered for the 18th of February. f 


— — 
SaTURDAY JANUARY 22, 1791. 


The Houſe went up ts the Caſtle with the Addreſſes. 

'The Houſe having reſumed, Mr. Speaker reported his Ex- 
celleucy the Lord Lieutenant's auſwer to the addreſs to his 
Majeſty. 

« I will forthwith tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addreſs to be 
laid before his Majeſty.” . 

To the addreſs of thanks for the ſpeech from the throne : 

« I requeſt you to accept my beſt thanks for this very borour- 
able teſtimony of your good opinion; I will ſtrenuouſly endeavour 
to merit a continuance of your confidence, and to prove by my 
conduct the ſincerity of my withes for the proſperity of Ireland.” 


Sir Edward Crofton preſented a petition from the grand jury 
of the county of Roſcommon, ftating the evils ariſing from the 
exceſſive uſe of ſpirits among the common people, and aſcribing 
the grounds of theſe evils to the low prices and low charges on 
the licenſing of ſpirits, and the ſcarcity and bad quality of malt 
liquors—and praying relief. —Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Clements preſented, | 
1. Abſtracts of Receipts and Payments made at the 'T treaſury 
from Lady Day 1789 to Lady Day 1790. | 
2. Payments made in purſuance of AQs of Parliament, with 
arrears, for ſame term. | | 
3- Payments purſuant to King's Letters, for the ſame term. 


4. Payments under the head of Military Contingencies, for 
the ſame term. | 


5. Payments under the heud of Condordatum, fox the ſame 


time. 


Which were ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. Burgh (Aecountant-General) preſented to the Houle, 
1. Abſtract of the Hereditary Revenue and Additional duties 
with the expenee of management, drawbacks, &c. from Lady 
Day 1789 to Lady Day 1790. 8 
2. Abſtract of appropriated duties for ſame term. | 
3. A ſtate of the Eſtabliſhments amd other charges of Govern- 
ment for {ame time, with the arrears unſatished. 


4. A ſtate of the Duties and Aids applicable to Loans, with 
2 ftate of the Loan Funds for ſame time. | 


5. A general ſtate of the National Accounts for the ſame time. 8 


6. A general ſtate of the appropriated Duties for the ſame time, 
Which were laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


A * — ——— - 


Monpar, Janvary 24, 1791. 
Several Official Papers were preſented and others moved for. 


Lord DeLvin roſe and ſaid, as he ſaw in his Place the Hon. 
Gentleman who had preferred to the houſe a petition; complain- 
ing of an undue election for the borough of Trim, and purport- 
ing to be a petition from certain eleQors of that borough, and 
ſuppoſed to be by them ſigned, he would take the liberty of 
aſking the hon. Gentleman from whom did he receive the petition? 


Mr. Ecam ſaid, he received the petition from Mr. Skeffington 
Thompſon, and at his requeſt he preſented it. He was informed 
that a letter. had Lins Gay arrived from one or the p . whoſe 
name appeared to the perition, denying his having figned it, or 
have euchorized any one to pur kis name to it 3 but Mr. 
Thompſon had aſſured him that the perſon had. However, 
without entering into that queſtion, it was certain, that if there 
was but a ſingle name to the petition ĩt was ſufficient. 


Lord 'DeLvin.—l perfectly agree with what the Hon. Gen- 
tleman has laſt ſaid, but I cannot think that a groſs breach of pri- 
vilege, ſuah as forging. a man's name to a petition intended to 
effect an Hon. Member of this Houſe, ſhould be paſſed over ; 
as part of my ſpeech, read the letter alluded to. Lord Delvin 
then read the letter, Which was from Joſeph Higgins, of Trim, 
to his brother Benjamin Higgins, aſſiſtant clerk of the Houſe of 
Commons, in which Mr. Jacph Higgins in the ſtrongeſt manner 
declares, that he never put, or authorized any one to put his 
name to the petition in queſtion, Mr. Higgins, the clerk was 


and that the Houſe may be in full of the jubject, | will 
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eady to prove his brother's hand-writing ; and the petition bein 
== 3 of Joſeph Higgins was found ſubſcribed, S 


Mr. Ecan faid, he had Mr. Thompſon's word that Mr. Hig- 
ins's name was put by his on conſent to the petition, and he 
would rather take Mr. Thompſon's word-in ſuch a caſe, than 
Mr. Higgins's note of hand. 197 8 


Mr. Maxcvus BEIAESTORD.— This is a very extraordinary 
excuſe, indeed; it appears that Mr. Higgins can write —his let- 
ter ſhews it; if then he had conſented to the petition, why not 
write his own name himſelf? I muſt therefore ſay, I cannot 
place the ſame confidence which the Hon. Gentleman does in the 
excuſe offered: I rather ſuppoſe that Mr. Higgins in his letter 
ſpeaks the truth. 3 


Lord DeLuvin.—I I underſtand the intention of affixing ſe- 
yeral names to a petition, it is in order to give it weight. Now, 
one man's name be forged, why may not another? and how ſhall 
wie know the truth, but by examining the parties? 1 ſhall therefore 
move you, that the five perſons whoſe names appear figned to.this 
petition, be ordered to appear at the Bar of this Houſe on this 
day ſe'nnight. | | 


Mr. Ec an ſaid, he hoped the Houſe would 8 to the mo- 
tion, or rather that the noble Lord would not preſs it: We know, 
ſaid he, that by the Grenville act every power direct and colla- 
teral as to the trial of elections, is taken from the Houfe and 
veſted in a Jury drawn from the Houſe; the Houſe therefore ne- 
ver ſhould attempt to inveſtigate any ſubje& which can tend to 
prejudice the deeifion of that Jury; beſides, if the motion paſſes, - 
it may prove a bad precedent, and injurioufly oppreſſive to a 
number of pc men. Here is a petition from the county of Cork, 
2 by three or four hundred perſons; you may as well bring 
all theſe men to your Bar; if any one amongſt them denies his 
name and hand writing, as bring thoſe ſive men from Trim. 1 
do not know the drift of the noble Lord, I fear it may be dan- 
gerous, as effecting the merits of a petition which is to be tried. 
Mr. Joux BaszsTo BD. Tie oppoſition given to the 


motion of the noble Lord, is very ſurpriſing indeed -a Mem- 
ber of this Honſe riſes in his place, ates a fact, which no man 
denies to be a groſs breach of privilege ; one perſon denies hav- 
ing ſet his name to a petition where but five names; Now 
ſuppoſe you go to a trial on this petition—ſappoſe you vote. it 
| frivolous and vexatious—one man has already declared his name 

—̃ — not the other four do the ſame ? Whothen is to 
pay the coſts, or indemnify the Member injured ? Certainly: not 


32 PARLIAMENTARY [Jax. 24, 


Mr. Thompſon, his name is not to it. Will any man then ſay, 
the noble Lord is not well juſtified in deſiring to have the five 
perſons * to the Bar, to know from themſelves which of 
them avow the petition ? On a point of privilege, it is ſufficient 
if any Member riſes and ſtates a fact, for the Houſe to proceed to 
enquiry but this caſe is ſtrengthened by ſeveral circumſtances ;— 
firſt, a man preſents a petition in his ovin name, then withdraws 
it, then preſents one in the name of other men, ſome of them 
not conſenting. b 


Lord Dr LVIx.—-I make no ſeruple to declare, that if it ſhall 
appear to the Houſe, that Mr. 3 did go this man's 
naine to the petition without his conſent, I will move for the 
higheſt cenſure the Houſe can inflict for ſo high a breach of 


privilege. 


Mr. Ecan.—l have now in my hand a petition from Mr. 
Thompſon himſelf, that IJ hope will put an end to this queſtion z 
for my part, I am only anxious to prevent the Houfe from pre- 
judicing a ſolemn deciſion. ; 


Mr. Coxxy.—I think what has been ſaid as to the county of 
Cork petition is concluſive ; we ſhould not drag men from their 
homes if we could poſſibly avoid it. In my opinion, the right of 
28 is a very precious right ; and though the Members of 
this Houſe ought to be protected from frivolous and vexatious 

itions, the privilege of the ſubject to petition ſhould be care- 
lly guarded. If it appear to this Houſe that any fraud Has 
been uſed in the petition, the perſons yuilty cannot be too ſevefely 
puniſhed ; but I am againſt any mode of proceeding that can by 
any poſſibility, or in the moſt remote degree, injure the right of 
petitioning, or the deciſion of a Committee. 

After a good deal of converſation, it was agreed that Mr. Hig- 

gins, of Trim, ſhould next Wedneſday attend at the Bar. 


The CHanceLLok or THE Excus dux ſaid, that as in 
| r to the ſpeech from the throne it was intended to con- 
ſolidate all the Duties payable on each article imported, into one 
ſum; and as it would be neceſſary for the ſatisfaction of the Houſe 
to lay before them liſts of theſe articles, with the net duty ſo cal- 
culated, annexed. He hoped gentlemen would attend to this 
bufineſs, and he truſted they would ſind it without any error; if 
any difference in calculation ſhould appear, it would only be from 
a fraction to the next whole number. a 9 4% 
The Houſe then, according to order, took the ſpeech from the 
throne into confideration. 25 


. Sir Joun Paxnzi moved that a ſupply be granted to his 
Majeſty. N f 
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He then moved that the Houſe do to-morrow reſolve itſelf in- 
to a Committee to take ſaid ſupply into confideration—which was 


| ordered, 


Sir E. Crofton preſented a petition from the Arigna Iron 


Company referred to a Committee. | 


© 
—_— ** 
- — 
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Several Official papers were delivered at the Bar and preſented; 
all of which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. A. Browne preſented a gg from the hackney coach- 
men of this city, ſtaring, that before the police act was paſſed 
they paid but 4os. per annum tax; that ſince that act, a tax of 


48. per week has been added, amounting with the farmer, to 


11]. 125. per annum tax ; that ro maintain three horſes, and 
pay the driver, repairs, rent, farrier, &c. &c. requires no lefs 
than 1521. 15s. per annum; that their profits at 9s. per week 
produce but 164l. 58. leaving a ballance in their favour of only 
11], 108. per annum, which tum is utterly inſufficient to fupport 
them, did not the other parts of their families contribute their ex- 
ertions in other modes: that the number of jaunting cars has 
deſtroyed this trade, each car paying only 11. 2s. per annum 
tax, and * double the profits of each coach; Land pray - 


ing reli 


The CRANcETTOR or Tat ExcnutqQuEr obſerved, that 
the petitioners had miſtated facts, for the tax was before the po- 
lice act equal to what it is now, the only difference was that the) 
did not pay it, the governors of the work-houſe not being able 
to collect it; andthe only hardſhip they ſuffered Fon the police 
act was that they were obliged to obey the act of Parliament, be- 
caufe the police had power to farce them to ir. 

He alfo' obſerved,” that their fares had, ſince the police act, 
been raiſed in 4. much greater proportion than the tax they were 


obJiged to pax. Pages, : 
The perition was otdeted to be laid on the table. | 
Mr. Secretary, Hobart ..ceſenzed an, account of the expenſe 
incurred by the late Prepepatio De n e e Ts 
0 be laid on be , 7 1 082 


The Houſe. then refolved-irſelf into a conimittee of — yy 
Mr. Maſon in the Chair, and aſter ſome time reported tha 25 a 
had 9 to a vote of ſupply, -which he was ready to report.: - 
Ordered to report to- morrw w-. 1153 e en 
Vous M. oi D. od2 vi 21 26 U 
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-Wepnespay, IAN VAR. 26, 1791... 


Mr. HoLMEs moved, That a Committee be appointed to 
erquire into the operation of the law for licenſing Pawnbrokers,” 
Ordered accordingly. = e , 


Mr. Mas on reported from the Committee of the whole Houſe, 
to whom was referred. the reſolution “ That a ſupply be granted 
to his Majeſty,” That they had'unanimouſly agreed to the ſame ; 
whereupon the Speaker put the queſtion © That the Houſe agree 
to the report of the Committee ;” which alſo paſſed nem. con, 


The ChaxcEILox or THE ExCHEQUER. moved, That 
the Houſe do on Thurſday ſe night, reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty.” He was, he ſaid, certain, rhat it niuſt 
de the wiſh of every Gentleman to accelerate buſineſs ; and 
therefore, as the Committee for inſpecting the public accounts 
would fit to-morrow,. and continue fitting till all the accounts 
were diſcuſſed, be - hoped Thurſday. ſe'nnight would not be 
deemed too early to enter on the ſupply. . 


Mr. Gagrrax faid he thought the proceeding of the Right 
Hun. Gentleman right, and provided ſufficient time was allowed 
ta inveſtigate the accounts fully, he could have no objeQion to 
the motion. i og LT wp Tb a - 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer's motion having p:ſſed in 
the affirmative ; Mr. Maſon moved,“ That the Committee of 
Accounts do fit to-morrow,” which motion, alſo Falſed in the 
affirmatĩve. nn 7 0 1 12 0-4 j * Js 5 19 
ent nat id cam ads pas od . 
Mr. Davin Lax euch ſaid, Sir, the very great and alarm- 
ing excels in the uſe. of Spiritons Liquors, ſo. uuiverſally preva- 
lent, nor only 1n this city, but throughout the whole kingdom, 
ro the Wer, ruin of induſtry, and the ſubyerſien of every moral 
principle, calls Toudly for the interference of Parliament, and 
the ſerious attention of every Gentleman in this Houſe... _ 
I very well know the manifold difficulties to be ſurmounted in 
removing this abominable evil; but 1 doube not, that by wiſdom 


and perle derance they” may all be removed; eſpecially je, 


3 


know that an application to the Chief Governor on this ſubject, 
met with His moſt hearty approbation; and as the ſpeech from 

the Throne, l early and unequivocally direRs.our attention to it, 
Fmall oy ſay, Sir, that as one, I ſhall uſe my beſt exertions 
to remave an evil. ſo.univerſally extended in Ireland, and every 
where ſo deſtructive.—I ſhall therefore move you to reſolve, 
That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that the exceſſive uſe of 
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Spiritous Liquors is highly injurious to the health and morals of 
the people ;” and then, Sir, I ſhall move you, “ That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to take this ſubject into conſideration.” 


Mr. Secretary Hobart roſe to ſecond the motion, and ajmoſt af 
the ſame time, Mr. Grattan ; the Major having firit caught the 
Speaker's eye, was called on. | 


Mr. SecxzTary Hobart faid, Sir, I moſt perfectly agree 
with the reſolution of the Right Hon. Gentleman.—l am moſt 
thoroughly ſenſible of the evils which this country ſuſtains by 
the immoderate uſe of ſpirits ; I ain therefore happy in ſeconding 
the motion, 


Mr. Gaar TAN -I have great pleaſure in giving my appro- 
bation to the motion, and did riſe to ſecond it, but the Right 
Hon. Gentleman has ſtepped before me.—I am, however, 
happy to ſee the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhew any activity in any 
cate, where this country is to be benefited: I ſhall always bs 
happy to give him the way let the country receive the benefit, 
and let him receive the applauſe. Þ = | 5 

I am happy, Sir, at the mode the Houſe has taken; by adopt- 
ing the reſolution, you make it indiſpenſible on the Houſe to pro- 
ceed to the deſtroying of this poiſon, which now deftroys the 
health the morals—and the induſtry of the pecple—and which, 
notwithſtanding the variety of intereſts which ſeem to place in- 
ſurmountable obitacles in the way, I doubt not to ſee effected. 
It is imagined. the growth of corn and the revenne will be 
checked : I do not think this can happen ; but even if it ſhould, 
I would ſacrifice both to the human ſpecies. —Corn and Revenue 
were made for the benefit of man—not man to be ſacrificed to 
the increaſe of theſe ; bur tillage or revenue can Joſe nothing by 
correcting this abuſe. —Confider the time loſt in intoxication— 
conſider the riots the diſorders— the litigations that. ariſe from 
this plenteous ſource of ev1H! It is abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
healthy laborious men will not conſume more corn as food, at 
the moment they are by their induſtry contributing to the benefit 
of the ſtate, than poor enervated wretches, poiſoned and debili- 
tated by the uſe of ſpirits, can do. 55 

As to the Revenue, the real objeRion agginſt reforming. the 
abuſe of ſpirits, (and the only objection that ever I heard Which 
had any real weight), is, that if you raiſe the duty beyond a cer- 
tain point, you hold out an encouragement to the clandeſtine diſ- 
tiller; but even this, I think is not beyond the ability of Parliament 
to obviate.—· Whatever is done to promote ſobriety in this country, 
muſt be done by Parliament: Parliament by the Gin Act in Eng- 
land, ſobered England—and why may not we do the ſame in 
Nin „ birds pon wo, 
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There are four meaſures, by the combination whereof 1 think 
this may be effected; | 


A Tax on the Mait, 

A further Tax on the Diſtillery, and the diſallowance 
of drawbacks, 

A very heavy expenſe for Licenſe—and 

A Tax upon Retailers. | 


The firſt of theſe meaſures, it may be feared; would injure 
the Brewery; but to guard the Brewery from injury, and to pro- 
mote its intereſt, is, in iny opinion, a primary object of the 
reſorm. | 

Beſides theſe meaſures which I have mentioned, I would en- 
deavour to intereſt the magiſtrates and gentlemen of the country; 
the Revenue can never be collected by any number of officers, it 
the gentlemen of the country do not countenance and ſupport 
them.—I would have in every diftri& ſuperintending magiſtrates, 
with power to inflict immediate penalties ;-to- report to the 
Quarter Seſſions (perhaps on oath), the number of ſtills and of 
retailers in their diſtrict; and I would give to the ſeſſions a 

wer of pumtſhing crimes committed againſt the Revenue, with 


everity.- 
In nage ExcHe en Spirits, it ſhould be raifed ſo high, 
i poſſible, as to: put them out of the reach of the mechanic and 
the labourer, taking care at the ſame;time, to provide him with 
a cheap and wholeſome beverage; in order to which, the Exciſe, 
and every reſtriction, ſhould be taken off the Brewery; no tax 
en brewing ſhould he ſuffered to remain, ſave only that paid on 
the malt. The Brewer, like every other manufacturer, ſhould be 
leſt to himſelf to prepare his goods in the beſt manner his ſkill 
could ſuggeſt ;. neither ſhould he be tied to- any price. All this 
may be done with the utmoſt faſety; his profits may always de- 
nd on the quantity of his manufacture confumed ;. the con- 
umption will 2 on the quality of that manufacture, and: 
therefore-it would become his Intereſt that the quality ſhould be 
By adopting theſe meaſures, Sir, you would have an oppor- 
| By ca of —— the number of Exciſe Officers. —By the — 
made to this Houſe laſt year, it appeared, that their number 
exceeded goo ; which, reckoning. their falaries and fees, (fees 
more opprellive to the ſubject than falaries,) cannot be eſtimated 
at leſs than root. per man, or 80, oo0ol. in the whole.—If' to- 
cheſe you add the incidents and the expenſe of check officers, you 
ennhet ſuppoſe the groſs amount to make leſs than 100,000). 
aid for collecting 270, 00. This, I think, is the ſtrongeſt 
e that can be made out to induce the Houſe not only to re- 
move the evil of poiſoning the people, but the evil of collecting. 
revenue from that poiſon. 
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If, Sir, thoſe meaſures, after being well matured and digeſted 
by the Houſe, ſha!l be adopted, and if any defalcation ſhalt 
happen in conſequence, the Houſe is not. without a remedy—a 
Lottery. Let the Lottery which is applied to the current ſervice 
ot the year, be applied to make 2 any defalcation in the re- 
venue; but while 1 recommend this application of a Lottery, I 
would not be ſuppoſed to be a friend to Inſurance. I believe the 
Lity has ſuffered as much by Inſurance, as the country has by 
winlkey. 


Mr..Secxrrary HoBART.—I ſhould not have taken the 
liberty of riſing ſo early on this buſineſs, if I was not defirous 
to ſhew, that Governn. ent has for ſome time had it ih conteinpla- 
tion; I could, if neceſſary, appeal to the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, and ſeveral other Gentlemen, who have been conſulted 


.on it, and by whoſe advice a plan is in ſome forwardneſs.—To 
get rid of an evil ſo injurious to the country, muſt be the wiſh 
of every man; and if any Geutleman on that.ſide of the Houſe 
will ſuggeſt any thing likely to promote ſo great an object, he 
thall have my moſt hearty co-operation.—As to what the Right 
Hon. Gentleman has ſaid of his being happy to ſee me active in 
what relates to the proſperity of the country, I beg leave to 
aſſure him, that whenever any Member (eſpecially one ſo very 
reſpectable as he is) ſhall propoſe any thing advantageous to the 
country, he ſhall be certain of my moſt cordial ſupport. 


The CHANCELLOR or THE,EXCHEQUER ſaid, he was con- 
Adent that a plan which would ſuppreſs the diſtillation of ſpirits, 
and aboliſh to vile intoxication to which the lower orders of 
the people were ſo unhappily prone, a plan that would increaſe 
induſtry and ſobriety, would prove a ſource of wealth and of 
revenue to the nation. Good order, he ſaid, was the true foun- 
dation of Government—induſtry the foundation of wealth—and 
if any Gentleman ſuppoſed that Government were weak enough 
to imagine they had an intereſt in collecting a revenue from the 
ruin of the people, he muſt ſuppoſe a very ignorant as well as a 
very wicked Government. — Government were more intereſted 
in the health, the induſtry, the proſperity of the people, than 
any other deſcription of perſons could be and they were ſo con- 
cious of the evils which Gentlemen were now anxious to remedy, 
that not only the preſent, but the laſt Adminiſtration had entered 
into that ſubje& with a fixed determination to remedy them. 
The unfortunate circumſtance which had for a time fo deeply 
diſtreſſed both kingdoms, had prevented any thing being done; 
but naw, Government was as ready to enter on it as the Right 
Hon. Gentleman could with them to be; and ſo far from objeQ- 
Ang, he would with all his heart ſupport, every idea of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman that his judgment Nel tell him could be with 
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ſafety adopred. He hoped that no man would ſrppoſe the Go- 


vernment ſo uninformed as not to know, that if the revenue on 


ſpirits was loſt, that they had other ſources of taxation when 


it was recolleQed that five-ſixth parts of the articles raxed in 
England remained yet untaxed here ; but tho' he was ready to do 
every thing to promote ſobriety and induſtry, he could not think 
of throwing away a certain ſource of reyenve, till he was aſſured of 
another equally productive; or pledge himſelf to any project that 
might bear more recommendation from its boldneſs, than fron: 
its wiidom ; ſhould be act ſo, he would deem himſelf culpable 
in an high degree. I have ſeen, ſaid be, various publications oa 
this ſubje&, ſome of them calling for a prohibition. whe, Sir, 
a prohiblition is always ineffectual. We all know that French 
cambricks were prohibited yet we all know that they were uni- 
verſally worn. Such is the caſe with all prohibitions. 

Having diſclaimed, on the part of government, any intereft 
in promoting the wr hw the people, I ſhall not cnter at large 
into the Right Hon. Gentlemar's plan—there are many parts of 
it I do moſt heartily approve, particularly encouraging the Brew- 
ery, and diſcouraging the retail of ſpirits. 

As to the mode in which this ſubject is brought forward, it 
alſo has my full approbation, to bring forward facts, and to argue 
fairly and diſpaſſionately upon them, js — becoming the 
characters of the Gentlemen who have taken up this ſubje& ; ard 
ſo long as we proceed in that manner, we may expect a proſ- 

erous iſſue to our undertaking ; but if we ſhall introduce into a 

uſineſs (in itſelf ſufficiently complicated) foreign matters merely 
for the purpoſe of perplexity and embarraſſment ; they may indeed 
be made extremely entertaining, and vaſtly amuſing, but not ex- 
ceedingly uſeful. * 5 
The Right Hon. Gentleman * that his plan may re- 
duce the number of Revenue Otfcers. I fear it will not; Irather 
Eren that the more reſtraints you place on the diſtillery 
the greater number of Officers you muſt have to make theſe re- 
ſtraints effeQual. . 
The Right Hon Gentlemien has ſpoken of another abuſe—in- 
ſurance of Lottery Tickets.—W by, Sir, this is a proof of the 
inutility of prohibitions.—Inſurance was for a time prohibited, 
what was the conſequence? every body inſured, and nobody 
was ſufficiently intereſted to ſtop it. It was then thought expe- 
dient to — Inſurance, making the licenſe ſufficiently dear to 
the Inſurer, and the inſurance dear to the ticket holder; by theſe 
means the Inſurer became intereſted to prevent any perſon in- 
ſuring without licenſe, and tho" the evil of inſurance was not 
abolithed—it was checken. | | 


Str Lucivs Gain x ſaid, he had laboured in Parliament for 
f ve and twenty years to effect the akolition of that deſtructive 
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poiſon ſo juſt ly complained of, and which he was now happy to 
4ce fairly under the conſideration of the Houſe. He could nor, 
however, avoid feeling ſoiue little regret, that the Gentlemen 
on the other fide, to whom he had communicated, he hoped, 
lome uſeful knowledge of the ſubject, had not done him the ho- 
nour to conſult him on the preſent occaſion : To his knowledge 
the laſt Government had entered very ſeriouſly into the diſcuſſion 
of the ſubject the preſent had proceeded ſtill tarther ; and he 
hoped that the ſpirit of unanimity which ſeemed to unite all 
men againſt this common enemy to the proſperity of Ifeland, 
would continue to actuate them until they had utterly deſtroyed, 
or at leaſt confined it to very narrow limits, . 

Mr. J. Be RE STO RD ſaid, he would not for the preſent detain the 
Houſe by entering into the ſubject, which he was happy to ſee 
brought forward, and which ſhould receive every aſſiſtance in his 
power to give; no man had ever taken more pains than he had 
done to aſſiſt the brewery and to check the fraudulent diftillery ; 
and when, ſaid he, the papers which I have moved for ſhall be 
examined, it will be found that the diſtillery has by no means in- 
creaſed, nor the brewery decreaſed in the proportion that is ini- 


_agined; the clandeſtine and the fraudulent diſtillery have decreaſed 


indeed, and the revenue on ſpirits is increaſed, not becauſe ſo 
much a greater quantity ts now diſtilled than formerly, but he- 
cauſe a much greater proportion of that quantity pays the duty. 

It is in the power of country gentlemen, and of them 
only, to put a ſtop to the clandeſtine diſtillery; they may remove 
with eaſe an evil which, without their aid, no number of reve- 
nue officers can effect: The Right Hon. Gentleman who repre- 
ſents the — of Derry, by merely giving orders to his agent, 
has driven off his eſtate every clandeſtine diſtiller—I have done 


the ſame—and would gentlemen who can command the fuel on 
their eſtates, really be as good citizens as they ought, they epuld 


totally, and with eaſe, aboliſh clandeſtine diſtillation. 


Mr. Dznis Browne ſaid, he entirely agreed to the 
principle of the reſolution ; he wiſhed as much as any man, and 
would be as zealous as any man to remedy the evil complained of; 
but he was ſorry to ſay he feared it would be found extremely dif- 
ficult, if not impoſſible; the landed intereſt was too deeply con- 
cerned ; he therefure wiſhed for a committee of the whole Houfe 
that the landed gentlemen might attend, and be aware of what 
was doing. The Gin act had been inſtaneed, to ſhew that in 
England intoxication had been put down by law ; the ſituation of 
the two countries was very different ; laws have a potency in 
England, which here it would be in vain to hope for. Do gen- 
emen, ſaid he, reflect, that for one guinea price, a machine 


may be had here that will diſtil two barrels of pot-ale? Do th y 
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conſider the huge ſcale on which the gin diſtillation was carried 
on in England? Do they remember that all England at the time 
of the Gin act was open by public roads in every direction? 
And do they not know, that at this day the clandeſtine diſtillation 
in Ireland is carried on often in the remoteſt receſſes of bogs and 
mountains, in places ſcarcely acceſſible. I mention theſe circum- 
ſtances of difference to call the attention and the abil ity of gen- 
tlemen to the ſubje& which I wiſh to have diſcuſſed in the moſt 


public manner poſſible. - | 

Aſter ſome further converſation, Mr. Latouche's two motions 
paſſed unanimouſly. The Committee was appointed, and ordered 
ro fit from day to day in the Houſe, until they ſhall have finiſhed 
che ſubject. | 


Mr. GraTTaw requeſted to know from the Right Hon. 
Secretary, when he intended to diſcuſs the ſubject of the Spanith 
Convention ? 


Mr. Sr cRZTAAY HoBarr ſaid, if the Right Hon. Gentleman 
thought to diſcuſs it, he would be ready to enter on it any 
day he ſhould chuſe to appoint. | 

Mr. GzaTTan.—Did 1 hear the Right Hon. Gentleman 
right; If! does the Right Hon. Gentleman confider the Aſ- 
ſembly where he ſits ? Does he think this Hauſe will be treated 
with leſs reſpect than the Engliſh Houſe of Commons? If! bur, 
as the Right Hon. Gentleman does not think proper to fix a day, 
I will confult Gentlemen on this fide, and take their opinion as to 
the proper time. | 

Mr. SzecxgTaxy HoBarr really Sir, I do not think that T have 
Thewn any diſreſpect co the Houſe, or to the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman. I ſhould be very much aſhamed if I thought my words 
could bear that conſtruction; but I am certain they cannot. I 
ſay, if the Right Hon. Gentleman thinks proper to take the 
Convention into conſideration, I ſhall be ready to enter into it 
whenever ke thinks proper to name a day. | 


Mr. Mason - favourite author, Shakeſpear, has expa- 
tiated largely on the virtues of an is he has aſſured us, that 
your ff is your only peace maler. We now ſee how much he 
was miſtaken. 175 | 
Ordered, that the petition from the Roſcommon grand jury be 
referred to the Committee for taking the exceſſive of ſpirits 
The petition of S. Thompſon, and W. T. Smyth, againſt the 
election and return for Trip, was ordered to be taken into con- 


relpeRing the actual ſtrength o 
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ſideration on the ſame day with chat of Edward Mockler and the 
other burgeſſes of that borough. 


The petition of J. Hobſon, Eſq. againſt the election for Tal- 
lagh, was ordered for conſideration on Wedneſday, the 16th day 
ot February. | 


The petition of John and Jonah Barrington, Eſqrs. againſt the 
return for Ballinakill, on Saturday the 12th of February next. 


Mr. EGan moved, that the order for confidering the petitio 
of the burgeſſes of Antrim againſt the return for tha — c 
on the 19th of February be diſcharged. 1 
The motion was negatived. 


— — ö . — 
TrvasDar, January 27, 1791. 


Several public accounts were preſented and ordered to lie on 
the table. | DDE 
The Attorney General preſented a bill to prevent the horrid 
crime of murder and to repeal an act paſſed in the tenth year of 
Haug VII. entitled an a& to make murder of malice propenſed 
treaſon. i BEE 
It was read a firſt time. 


Mr. FoxBes moved, that the proper officer do lay before the 
Houſe an account of the ſum of 3,052). charged for erecting a 
battery ar Spike Iſland; 1 : 

Alſo, the particulars of all ſums of money expended on the 
battery at the harbour of Cork; | 


Alfo, an account of all the ſervicable arms and amunition which 
were in his Majeſty's ſtores in this kingdom in 1788 and 17903 

Alſo, the account of 6,153]. charged for recruiting the Navy 
and Marines; and the ſum of 20,0001. charged for recruiting the 
Army during the late preparation for war; and an account of the 
increaſe in the number of men. | 


Mr. Forbes's refolutions ropoled fame e. 3238 
e defences in Corh ur. 


5 — . . * 


his was oppoſed by 


Sir Lucrus OBAIEN, who ſaid that it might tend to give 
the enemies of this e information which they ought not to 
poſſeſs. He mentioned Tome inſtances where places were left 
unmoleſted 8 becauſe they had the reputation of a ſtrength 


which actually they did not poſſeſs. He recited the circum- 


| ſtance of Admiral Rodney, in a man of war, baying failed through 
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2 certain paſſage of Cork Harbour, which had generally been 
underſtood as inacceſiible to the ſmalſeſt ſioop. He knew, he 
faid, that the hon. Gentleman had not conſidered the caniequences 
or he would not propoſe the motion. 


Mr. Foxes ſaid, no man could be farther from wiſhing to 
ive any information to the enemies of Ireland, than he; but 

there was not a Frenchman, a Spaniard, or a man of any other 
country that traded to Cork, who did not know every citcumſtance 
of the harbour and its paſſages. What he deſired was the ftate 
ef the fortifications, and the expenſes incurred by them; in Eng- 
land, without heſſitation, Government had laid before the 
Houſe of Commons the ſtate of the fortifications, of Portſmouth 
and Plymouth, and alſo the further defences projected by the 
Duke of Richmond and his engineers; however he was ready to 
omit any part of his reſolution that could cauſe abjection, - 

The papers were ordered. | 
Mr. David Latouche preſented a petition from Peter Latouche, 
Eſq. complaining of an undue election for the county of Leitrim. 

It was ordered to be taken into conſideration Thurſday the 3d 
of March net. | | | 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee to take into 
confideration the reſolution, © That the exceffive uſe of ſpirit- 
ous _ is highly injurious to the health and morals of the 
people.” | | 


= Mr. J. BE RES TOR obſerved, that through ſome neglect the 
2 preſented to the Honſe had not been referred to the 
Committee. 

The CHanceLLoR or THe Excnequer faid, if the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grattan) would be ſo good as to 
ſtare the outline of his plan, it would be the beſt mode of put- 
ting the buſineſs in train, he might rely upon every aſſiſtance 


- 


that he (the Chancellor) and thyſe who acted with him could 
give ta further whatever could be beneficial to the nation ? If 
any thing impracticable or injurious ſhould unintentionally be 
propoſed, he would endeayour to explain it to the Right Hon. 
Gentleman; and he truſted there would be found but one inten- 
= ne * ſentiment upon the ſubject pervading every part of 
the Houſe. - | | 


Mr. GzaTTan.—lI think before any preciſe plan can be ſta- 
ted, it 1s monly to examine and conſider the papers which were 
laid before the Houſe ; to proceed otherwiſe would be to build 
up a plan without any foundation. When the papers are laid 
before the Committee, and have been conſidered, I will take the 
liperty to ſubmit my wiſhes. 2 ö nw 


* 
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The CHancELLOR or THE ExXCHEQUER anſwered, I 
would much rather any plan came from the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman than from me; becauſe if it be unexceptionable, and 
one to which Ican conſent, it is probable it will paſs unanimouſly ; 
but if it came from me, I could not hope for the ſame unanimity 
on the other ſide, the Gentlemen being y diſintereſtedly independent. 


Mr. D Brxowne.—I am convinced I ſhall have no diffi- 
culty to prove that a law to prevent the diſtillation of whiſkey, 


at leaſt in my country, goes to the encouragement of ſmuggling - 


rum, gin, and brandy ; _—_— can be more different than the 
circumſtances of the county of Mayo, compared with any county 
in England; in the county of Mayo there is not a ſingle licenſed 
diſtiller, there are a number of brewers and maltſters liceuſed ; 
by getting the duty on malt, the revenue, though 1t does not 
et the whole, gets a part of the duty which che unlicenſed diſ- 
tiller ſhould pay, and an active aſſiſtance from gentlemen of the 
county would get the greater part of what is at preſent unpaid ; 
but the preſent laws diſcourage diſtillers frommking licenſe, and 

_ diſguſt the gentlemen of the country. £ 
1 do acknowledge, that when the law for levying on the ba- 
rony the penalty for private ſtills was paſſed, I diſliked it extremely 
and gave it every oppoſition in my power ; but I ain free to ac- 
knowledge, that I was under a miſtake, for I have ſeen extreme 
good effects from that law, and I believe if the principle of it be 
followed up, it will be found the moſt likely means to bring the 

clandeſtine diſtiller under licenſe. 


In my country there is 2 no yeomanry, che land- 


lords have, from the manner in which rents are paid (one year 


within another) an abſolute dominion over their penants, the 
good will of the landlords ſhould therefore be by All means cul- 
tyated ; but how can this be atrained if any check is given to the 


2 barley, the principal article by which their rents are 
pal ? b | | 5 


Ir. J. RexesrorD ſaid, he hoped gentlemen would not loſe 
ſight of ſeveral very important matters involved in the preſent 
ſubjeet of debate.—The malt trade and the brewery were objects 
for their conſideration as well as the diſtillery; they ſhould there- 
fore examine them article by article, and form ſome general plan. 
As to the diſtillery, he muſt obſerve, that gentlemen ſeemed 

to reaſon as if nojreftraint had been laid upon it, but that the diſ- 
tillers were free to poiſon all the world ; now the truth was, 
_ that within a very few years, and by gradual progreſſion, laws 
had been enaQed which had raiſed the revenue on ſpirits from 
63,000]. to 180, oool. per annum. Gentlemen might ſuppoſe 


— 


that this was from the increaſe in the quantity of ſpirits ; ſome- 


thing might perhaps ariſe from that cauſe, but the principal in- 
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creaſe aroſe from the increaſe of duty, and from obliging thoſe 
fills ro come under licenſe which had paid no duty before, and 
compelling the diſtillers to have them of larger dimenſions. 

Mr. Beresford concluded with ſaying, that aching but the 
aſſiſtance of the country gentlemen could ever aboliſh clandeſtine 
diftillation. The gentlemen of the counties of Armagh and 
Monaghan had already ſet the example, and he hoped the king- 
dom would follow it. | 


A long converſation followed —after which the Committee re- 
ſolved to adjourn, and report progreſs. 


Mr. Ricuarn SHERIDAN moved, that the Houſe do on this 
day fortnight take into conſideration, the Convention between his 
Majeſty and the King of Spain, ſigned at the Eſcurial, the 2Sth 
of October, 1790.—Ordered accordingly. 


The petition of Courtney Kenny Garnet, and Andrew O'Cal- 
laghan, on behalf of themſelves and others, EleQors of the Uni- 
verſity of Dublin, complaining of an undue return for the fame, 

was preſented, and ordered to be taken into conſideration the 
ſame day and hour with the petition of Laurence Parſons, Eſq. 

Adjourned. . | 


a —  __ 


— 


Faipar, January 28, 1791. 


Several public accounts were preſented at Bar, and laid upon 
the table. | 
Lord Henry Fitzgerald preſented a petition from the Governors 


of the Houle of Induſtry, which was received, read, and re- 
ferred to a committee, 


The Secretary at War, preſented an account of the particulars 
of the ſum of 61351. charged for recruiting for the, Navy and 
Marines, in conſequence of the late warlike preparations. —Alſo, 
an account of the number of men recruited for land ſervice; by 
the ſum of 20, oool. in conſequence of the late preparations for 
war; and an account of the propoſed encreaſe of the number of 
men in each company, of each regiment on this eſtabliſhment. 
Ordered to be laid on the table. | 


Dr. Browne * faid, that if there ſhould ariſe any debate on 
the motion he was going to propoſe to the Houſe, he ſhould not 
preſs it; but he intended it merely as a notice, that he would 
bring forward ſuch a buſineſs, and he therefore inoved That 


. * We ſhall, in future, diſtinguiſh Mr. Axruux Bow, one of the 
Members for Trinity College, by the appellation of Dow rox Browne. 


7971 rn 43 


5 | John Bradſhaw, Clerk of the Crown, Boulger and Robert 
Moore, ſhould attend the Houſe on Tueſday next ordered. 


He alſo moved to extend the time appointed for trying the 
petition on the Liſburn election, to a more diſtant day. 
It was negatived without adivifion, 


Mr. Davin LaToucus moved—that al the papers preſented. 
to the Houſe, on the ſubject of malt liquor and e be re- 
terred to the Committee on that ſubjeQ.—Ordered. 


Mr. Gzaypox moved—that they ſhould be Ss 


The CnanceLLor oy TAE Excnequer faid, the printing 
thoſe papers would only ſerve to delay the matter; for there 
was now in the prefs a work which would keep it employed at 
leaſt ten days, a book of the rates to be uſed-in the intended ſun- 
plification of the Revenue Laws; for no one could expect, that 
the Houſe would give its aſſent to a voluminous body of taxes, 
without being pe ectly acquainted with them; and the beſt way 
of informing the Houſe perfectly, was to have them printed. 
He thought the Gentlemen had better point out fome particular 
papers, for it would be extreinely inconvenient to VS: fach a 
multitude publiſhed. 


Mr. Gzavpon faid, he wiſhed for information on a ſubje& 
of ſuch great. magnitude and conſequence to the welfare of the 
kingdom: and he thought the papers neceſſary, to be perfeQly 
underſtood by Gentlemen who engaged in this buſineſs,” or the 
Houſe would not have referred them to the conſideration of the 
Committee on the ſubject. 

The papers were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GzaTTan moved fora account of the Gl | alt ale 
1 in this ons, for ten years preceding 1771. 
rdered. | 


Alſo, the tity of dall beer: brewed at char | 
- quan period. 


Mr. Jobs Claudius Beresford —_ A petition from uin 
Phyſicians, Sur egg Druggiſts, and Apothecaries, of this city, 
Pay ho. that they have Tee „ by the na the Houſe, _ 
leave bas been given to 


H 
tion from the Os N of A 8 oy e 8 


with a monoply in fayour of ee n $1 
the bill mays ip lo e h hay 7 


Mr. J. C. Br As ron thi -e 2 — be 2 
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pointed to conſider of the expediency of an Apothecarics Hall in. 
this City.—Ordered accordingly. EL 


Sir RichaxD Musc RAVE ſaid, the petition has miſtated the 
fact. The corporation of Apothecaries deſired no monopoly: 
every man muſt be ſenſible of how much 1inportance the futhful 
exerciſe of pharmacy muſt be to the public. For half a ceutury 
e direction and ſuperintendance of this art had, by charter, 
been veſted in the corporation,of Apothecaries, in Dublin; this 
power, under their charter, they had found ſufficient to enable 
them to ereQ an hall, ſimilar to the Apothecaries-hall in London, 
for vending of genuine medicines they therefore applied to par- 
liament for a bill to enable them. From this hall, every man of 
the profeſſion, and every druggiſt, whether a proprietor or not, 
might be ſupplied with genuine medicines ; every apothecary, 
whether of the corporation or not, nught be a ſubſcriber and 
proprietor : but certainly perſons who were not of the profeſſion, 
had no rizht te expect to be admitted to ſhare in the benefit of a 
trade carried on by profeſſional men; and where could the legiſ- 
lature ſo properly Jod e the power of diſtinguiſhing who were, 
and who were not entitled to be deemied members 0 a profeſſion 
ſo properly as in the corporation, who, under a charter, had fo 
o many years conducted it with credit? 79 


Mr. GRA Trax ſaid, a depuration of the corporation of Apo- 
thecaries had waited on him, to requeſt he would preſent their 
petition to the Houſe, and he had promiſed he would. He alſo 
had a copy of this bill in his poſſeſſion, and was reſolved'to give 
it very attentive conſideration. ' | | 

He ſaid, his noble colleague had preſented a petition from 
the Governors of the Houſe of Induſtry, repreſenting the ruin- 
ous ſtate of that Houſe : it was in ſuch a ſituation, that they were 
reduced to the alternative of diſcharging the perſons confined 
thete, or erecting a new houſe : the 128 they could not do, 
and the charity muſt fall to the ground, if Parliament did not 
aſſiſt it. He therefore moved, that it be an inſtruction to the 
Committee to whoin- the petition of the Governors of the Houſe 
of Induſtry had been referred, to viſit the houſe, and report its 


The Srzax TA ſaid, the Committee had ſuch a power already: 
but it was not uſual to give expreſs inſtructions to any Committee, 
requyring aby ach to he performed out of the Houle ; for the cuſ- 
zom of ſending the Mace through the rooms to ſummon Members, 
and of: giſſolving all Committees then fitting, and commanding 
their attendance in the Houſe ; implied that they were ſitting 
within the walls, which might not be the caſe, if the inſtruction 
now moved fot ee given de chis Committe. 
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The CHancELLOR OFTHE ExCHEQUEk ſaid, it would be 


much better for the Committee to give their opinion on the ſtate 
of the charity, than the ſtate of the Houſe; for though no ſer. 
of Gentlemen eould be more careful than the direQors of that 
| Houſe, yer, in looking into their accounts, he ſound expenſes. 
greater than he thought neceſſary far the purpoles of the charity. 


The. Governors had endeavoured to do too much ;—it was 
rot only a receptacle ſor poor beggars, but a workhouſe, and 
even an boſpital for lunaticks, aud every ſpecies of diſeaſe. He 
wilhed, therefore, that the Committee Would lay down. ſome, 
general and fixed principles as to all charities—a meaſure which 
would be the ſoundation of great public advantage. | 


Mr. Gaar Trax ſaid, that he underſtood a Committee could 
make no report on a petition in favour of any public work, with- 
out having inſpected it; and he wiſhed the Committee ſhould 
kave this inſtructiun, in order to report proper. 

The Committee was einpowered to inſpect the ſituation of the. 
Houſe of Induſtry, and report thereupon. 2 

The bill to prevent the crime of murder, was read a ſecond 
time, and committed for 'Tuefday. . „ MT 


The Houſe. reſolved. itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on the reſolution—Thar the exceſſive uſe of ſpiritous 
liquors is highly injurious to the health andimorals of de Neef. 
Mr. David Latouche in the chair. 8 oo 


. - VI * 
+ #54 _ * 


: 3 _ 1 ; : en 
Sir Lutivs O'Bx1e x ſaid, in order, to promote. the general 
wiſh of the Houſe, he thought it his duty to ſuggeſt every thing 
which in his mind could prove uſeſul. He apprehended nothing 
would more tend to prevent the ſale of unlicenſed ſpirits than 
putring the mode of obtaining licenſe upon the ſame footing as in 

ngland ; the laws in both countries relative to this point. were 
much the ſame ; but in England magittrates acted in a different 
Wanger fem“ What they did here. 7 "In'Engtand there were fle- 
Juent meetings of the magiſtrates in eyery diſtriet ro enquire into 
che conduct of the retailers of fpirits, and no man who had not 
i ood character could obtain à licenſe, or if any man did obtain 


icenſe, and afterwards miſbehaved, it was withdrawn. But 
how different was the practice here? Here the perſons might go 
eie magiſtrare, nor the man on whoſe” eſtate, or in 'whole. 
be hbourhoed be lived,” and there gbtain a certificite, which: 

ould entitle him tö & licenſe ; nay, to mend the matter, eve! 
eollector throughout the kingdom was made a juſtice of the peace, 
and no man in Ireland applies for a licenſe who is not certain of 
getting one. His with would be, that no licenſe ſhould be grant- 
£2 dur onthe certificates of jſtios a. quaiter fenen, alltel. 


- 2913 Lela a 
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— eg Pransronp—1 am extremely ſurpriſed at what has 

ight Hon. Baronet, for J do not know a ſingle 
— Conſe in hroludd tar ave, who is & juſtice of the 
Peace ; fure the Right Hon. Baronet muſt know that the com- 
wiſſioners of revenue have nothing to do with making juſtices of 
peace. The going to a juſtice of the . is never the act of 
the revenue etticer; but of the perſon an, licenſe z/be goes 
* he hin Ke bs wot hn off s; if the juſtices re- 


without aſſigning any * had — not to certi a for any 
one at all, and in that caſe the commiſſioners fued ſpeci heenſes. 


Sir Lucius O'Brien mentioned one colle@or within his 
own knowledge, a worthy man indeed, who Was + juſtice. | 


Sir Ricuard MusSGRAvE propoſed, that in n to the 
certificates of the juſtice of peace, that of the pariſh miniſter 
Jhould be made neceſſary for obtaining a licenſe, at the fame time 
be did not mean-to caſt any eden on revenue officers, 


Mr. Banesr0nD had no objection... 


Mr. Gzavpon mentioned a caſe where the remonſtrance of 
the magiſtrate ſupported by the reinonſtrance of the governor of 


k Y* i 


=y 


. the county of Kildare both men of 1 character, had been 


difregarded and the licenſe granted; interference, he faid, 
muſt diſguſt country gentlemen. wo 

Mr. Beazsrozp,—When the Hao. Gentleman Aeg eee 
fide of che cafe, I wiſh he had ſtated | 


Fig ne” | 3 
A man who lived at A on the and Canal, was licenſed 
for three years, during tinie no complaint i as made againſt 
1 —He thi thought proper E a houſe 1 2 8, is 
Enn ern to ce T e Gran 
Coma the man WY aol which company 


ora FERRED many magiſtrates as reſpeRable as the genclemay 
d, pe ped the board on bis Nee, 1 


Tales . A 
1 d nor very zlpedtiul to the 
. deration of de caſe, thought pro- 
pers i Keane th man. the © mob ay 849 ts di 155 1 7015 | 


1 44 10993 i} 


"Me. Gxavpon fad, hers was noe 4 fache negitty 
| in which the man lived who would g gle wag 5 
pr pts canal company fitting in their 2 
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deſirous to ſecond the efforts of the comm 
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tainly were not as competent judges as the gentlemen of the coun- 
ty ; _ therefore, — So Right Hon. Gentleman ſaid, is 
no argument.—The magiſtrate, a man of high reſpe&, backed as 
he was by the governor of the county, Who is incapable of ſet- 
ting his hand to any thing from little party motives, ſhould not be 
ſet at naught for the Canal Company; the company were parti- 
cularly intereſted in the man; they were fee d feed to ſend 


| forth that paper. 


Mr. J. WoLee ſaid, formerly when he repreſented the county 
he had taken up this ſubje& ; the caſe was, the man kept an inn 
at Sallins, where he was a married man; and well behaved ; he 
alſo kept a houſe at Rathangan, where he was a man of gallantry. 

The whole town of Rathangan belongs to Mr. Spencer, ſave 


one houſe, which belongs to the Grand Canal company, who, it 


ſeems, are at liberty to take every man's property they pleaſe. 

Mr. Spencer did not chuſe to have this gentleman with his 
miſtreſs, ſetting an ill example to his tenants, he therefore refu- 
ſed to certify tor him. There is not a more honourable man 
than Mr. Spencer exifting—he ſhould therefore have been attend- 
ed to; and, to prevent ſuch things again, I amt for making the 
3 of the juſtices-at quarter ſeſſions neceſſary to obtaining 
a licenſe. . . | it 


Mr. AnNEesLEYy.—Sir I do not riſe to diſclaim the ſhare I took 
in this buſineſs. I licenſed the man, and would do it again; I 
do not think! have power by law to refuſe—nor do I feel niyſelf 
warranted or diſpoſed to do an illegal or arbitrary act at the re- 
queſt of any man. TZ. 
In England, where licenſes have been unreaſonably refuſed, 
the Court of Kings Bench has ordered them to be granted. I 
ſay, Sir, again, I was the perſon to whom the governor of the 
county * led to have the man's licenſe ſtopped. I aſked what 
reaſon there was againſt granting it the man kept a girl—did he 
keep a diſorderly houſe ? no, no ſuch thing, was there any other 
reaton ? no, now I really cannot ſee, why a man's keeping a girl 
ſhould prevent his receiving a licenſe, 'and I do aſſert, the Com- 
miſſioners were bound by law to grant him one. 2 


Mr. Cox xv ſaid, he was juſt returned from an inſpection thro? . 

the county of Kildare, where he, found reer exceedingly. 
tthoners to mere bo 

unlicenſed ſale of ſpirits ; in twenty- five miles there was not one 
licenſed houſe, tho' every where unlicenſed ſpirits were ſold:; 
ke had however laid a ſcheme to eonvict and ſurpreſs them, and. 

* 1 attended with —— FT. 
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Mr. J. BZRNES OR; concluded the eonverfation with obſerv- 
ing that he wiſhed the gentleman might not ſuppoſe they were, 
by reſerring the certificates for hcenſes to the quarter ſeſſions, ta- 
king from the commiſſioners any thing they withed te retain.— 
They got nothing by it but trouble. | 


The Committee then reſolved to adjourn and report progreſs. 


_ The CHancELLoOR or THE ExcHEgQUER recommended it to 
the Gentlemen who wiſhed to forward the intended intorination 
as to ſpirits, to lay down ſome general principles whether they 
Aren to regulation or taxes as ſoon as poſſible, for the principles 
of regulation ſhould be referred to the Committee for prepa ng 
the revenue bill; and as to taxes either to be added or diminiſhed, 
they came under the cognĩzance of the Committee of Ways and 
Means; the ſooner ole principles were laid down the better, 
the money bills which muſt originate in the Ways and Means 
would not. be delayed, and the main objet would be ſo far ad- 
vanced. BREE ; | 


Mr. O'Hara ſaid, be wiſhed to examine evidence as. to 
the fate of, the country, and upon that evidence to faund proper 
reſolutions ; he therefore moved, that the Connnittee do ſit again 
to-morrow, and that the Rev. Mr. Cullin be ſummoned to attend. 
7 > 21 £ ; : , 

Mr. I. Bzxzsroxm mentioned that an order had been made 
- this night for a return of the quantity of beer and ale brewed in, 


this kingdom for ten years - vious to 1771, in order to give the 
2 view on the ſubject, he would move for an account of the 


— 


and ale imported during that period. —Ordered. 


vert ((. * a — 

ads 2 SaTURDAY, JaNOARTY 29, 179% ¾ 

een eee oer, preſented, end onderd 29 he e the 
table. IST ; an 15 Bani | Ex ; 
| Mr. G. PoxsonBy gave notice that he would, at an early day 
in the nexe weck, bring forward « motion reſpeRing the number 


of new offices (created by the Marquis is ef Buckingham during his: 
Ain fr fen in this Bega... 
Mr. Gar ran preſentedd a petition of the freomen and frechold · 
ers of the city of Dublin, convened by public notice by the: high 
Sheriffs at the Royal Exchange, on Friday the 28th of January, 
$791, under the ſignature of the Sheriffs, which was read, ſetting 
forth; that the petitioners, firmly relying on the juſtice of the 


ft. 
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Houſe for redreſs, (beg leave humbly to prefer to its conſideration 
| the grievance they ſuſtain from the-preſent police eſtabliihment; 

* that it is not merely from a preſent apprehenſion, however well 
founded, that the petitioners complaint 1s derived, but it 1s a fad 
experience that enables them to give aſſurance, that the inſti- 
tution is inſufficient for the protection ot the inhabitants of the city 
of Dublin, burdenſome to them in expence, and tending to e- 
poſe the magiſtracy, to the iniputation of being rendered ſubject 
to a dangerous and unconſtitutional influence; and therefore hum- 
bly intreating the Houſe will grant them relief, commenſurate 
to their grievances. 1 5 

He allo preſented a petition on the ſame ſubject, from the maſ- 
ters, wardens, and bret hren of the guild of merchants. 

Alſo, a petition on the ſame ſubje& from the maſter, wardens, 
and brethren of the corporation of chandlers. | 

Alſo, a petition from the maſters, wardens, and brethern of 
the corporation of ſmiths. LET | 

And Lond Henry Fitzgerald preſented likewiſe a petition on the 
ſame ſubject from the maſter, wardens, and brethren of the cor- 
poration of weavers.—which were all ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. J. Beresford preſented likewiſe a petition fromthe corpora- 
tion for preſerving and improving the port of Dublin, ſtating the 

Tuinous ſituation of the quay walls of the north fide and on the Gurh 
eaſtward of the marine {-hool , which threaten inundation to the ad- 
Jacent grounds, and therefore praying relief. 

| Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Gzxaypon moved, that the proper officer do lay before 
this Houſe the particulars of the ſurplus charge, under the head 
of extraordinaries, for the year ending at lady-day, 1790. The 
motion being put, was negatived. 5 

The Houſe refolved itſelf into a Committee on the reſolution, 
« That the exceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors is highly injurious 
to the health and morals of the people.” 

Mr. David Latouche in the chair. | 
Mr. O'Hara produced for examination before the Committee a 
Mr. Baker of the county of Sligo. 


Mr. Mason defired to know to what end the evidence was 
adduced. If it was to Eſtabliſh the fa& declared in the reſolution 
of the Houfe, it 'was viineceſfary, that fact being already ad- 
mittred z- but if the Gentlenian was ye of giving the Hoale 
any adviſe for the redreſs of the evil, he would then be moſt 
43 O'Ha — ia, he produred Mr. Bee to gw the abuſe 

 Ipirits, and the injuries that have fallen upon the brewery 

2 
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The CAN CELLOR oF The ExcueQUER ſaid, there could 
be no fairer ground of procceding but he doubted whether the 
ſon was competent to inſtruct the Committee on theſe points. 
He doubted not, that he would give the beſt information in his 
power, but calling a man from the bottom of Connaught, and en- 
tering into a diſcuſſion of his opinions, which certainly he had not 
ſuch a ſull opportunity of forming as the Members of that Houſe — 
not having before him the ſame authentic documents, could only 
tend to lead the Committee aſtray from their grand object the 
redreſs of the abuſe of Spirits. How had the Englith Parliament 
proceeded under ſimiliar circumſtances ?—they had come to a ge- 
neral reſolution condeinning the abuſe of Spirits. That reſolution 
they ſent to the Committee of Ways and Means, and with referenca 


to that reſolution, the Ways and Means ſor raiſing the Supply 
Were voted, | | 


Mr. O'Hara. —The genileman offered for examination can 
give conſiderable information reſpecting the evil univerſally com- 
lained of, and can ſuggeſt the means of remedy ;- he has been 
himſelf a conſiderable tarmer, and alſo engaged in the malting, 
buſineſs. I think it very odd that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
ſhould ſuppoſe him ignorant: let us examine him, if he can give 
any uſeful information or advice; let us receive it, but if not you 
ſhall hear no more of him. 7 4 5 
Mr. Mathew Baker was then examined. He lives in the county 
Sligo ; has had conſiderable farms in his own hands ; is tolerably 
— acquainted with the courſe of tillage in that and the neigh- 
bouring counties. The poorer farmers make their half year's 
rent of barley ; barley is ſowed after potatoes ;- the goodneſs of 
the ſubſequent crops depends on tilling for barley ; the barley is 
generally made into malt; generally ſold to licenſed malſters ; the 
crop of barley is ready money ; of the crop of barley they make 
one half year's rent, their wives and daughters by flax and ſpin- 
ning help to make up the other. Some farniers of late years have 
dropped ſowing barley on account of the malt tax ; attributes this 
very much to the mode ot collecting that tax; the people are obliged 
to carry their barley to a licenſed malt houſe, formerly they made 
It malt at home; the malſter is not impeded in buying in, — has 
a good deal of dithcuhy in ſelling out; he kept a malt houſe for 
ſome years, which he has dropped, and believes that many malt 
houſes in Connaught are now idle, owing as he believes, and has 


experienced, to their not being able to make any thing of it; 


malt cannot be moved without a permit, the permit is granted for 
a certain number of hours, if the permit is out before the malt 
arrives at its deſtination it is ſeized ;. he does not know the num- 
ber of revenue officers in that county, they are few and far from 
each other ;. knows of uo licenſed brewery, but has heard there 

are two in a diſtance of 25 miles; is of opinion the people of thas 
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country like ſpirits more than beer, they run on the ſpirits more; 
very little beer in that county; thinks beer cannot come into com- 
nion uſe, unleſs private breweries are encouraged; it was for- 
merly the practice to lend brewing veſſels from houſe to houſe, 
this 1s now prohibited which difcourages the uſe of malt. There 
are difficulties in the way of obtaining permits, people cannot al- 
ways find the guager at home, and there are many officers autho- 
rized to ſeize malt, who have not a power of granting permits. 
There are inen under the name of police, that go about the coun- 
try, and as he has heard, cut open people's ſacks, to ſearch for 
malt, without having any information; he never ſaw them; they 
wear an uniform, and he has heard they have had ſome ſcuffles 
with the country people; formerly the revenue officers called out 
purties of ſoldiers to aſſiſt them, did not then hear ſo many com- 


plaints as ſinee. 


Mr. O'Hara ſaid, he would now aſk one general queſt ion — 
Would it be a great encouragement to the uſe of malt liquor, if 
the malt tax was repealed ? 

A. It is the opinion of every one in the country, as well as 
mine. 

Mr. O'Hara then ſuggeſted in examination another mode of 
collecting the tax, leſs burdenſome, and leſs liable to fraud. 

He aſked the evidence, whether all the malt which is made, 
whether for the purpoſe of the brewery or diſtillery, muſt not 
be ground at a mill before it can be uſed ? 

A. It muſt. 

Q. If the mills were regiſtered, and the duty paid there, would 
It not be the beſt mode of eollection? | 

A. Can't form an opinion. | 

Q. Would not that reach the private maltſter ? 

A. Suppoſes it would. | 

Mr. O'Hara ſaid, he mentioned this as a leſs oppreſſive mode, 
Having gone ſo far with _ to the brewery, he would now 

to the reſtraints of the diſtillery : He underſtood that ſtills 
were now obliged to be made on a ſcale too expenſive ; he deſired 
therefore to know, if they were allowed to be ſmaller, whether 
the number of public Kills would not increaſe, to the increafe of 
the revenue and the diminution of private diſtilleries? 

A. Since the law for the large Rills fovern) people have ſtopped 
diſtilling ; many have not capitals for the large work, and if {AT 
ſtills were allowed, there would be ſpirits enough without having 
recourſe to private ſtills. WY, 

Mr. O'Hara.—Do not the public diſtillers generally know 
where there are private ſtills; and if they were not to receive a 
licenſe, but on the condition of entering into a recognizance, and 
obliging themſelves upon oath ta diſcover and proſecute ſuch pri- 
10 = ls as they ſhould know f, would it not tend to ſuppreſs 

_ | MI 
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A. Thinks many perſons would refuſe to take out licenſe on 
ſuch occaſions. | | 

Q. Does not the miller generally know the private maltſters; 
and if he were licenſed on ſuch conditions, would it not tend to 
wa the private maliſter ? | 
- A. Thinks if millers were obliged to became informers againft 
their neighbours, they would think it a great hardſhip. Suppoſes 
that allawing ſinall Rills might tend to deſtroy private diſtillation; MR 
but as to {wearing men, he cannot ſay what effect that might have: “ 
He can anſwer for no man's conduct. ; 

Q. Would not people uſe foreign ſpirits, if the home diſtil - 
lery was ſuppreſſed and not ſupplied with malt liquors ? 


The CyayceLLoR or THE ExcuBQUER.—Thisis certainly 
a ſubject that the Gentlemen of this Houſe, from authentic do- 
cuments, are better informed in, than the witneſs can be? 
Would you, Sir, if you had known that ſince the impoſing of the 
malt tax, the quantity of beer had increaſed, be of opinion, that 
that tax had leſſened the brewery or diſcouraged the maltfter ? 
Would you, Sir, if you had known that by putting down the 
ſmall ſtills, the number of ſtills licenſed had riſen from 1,227 to 
2,92 3—would you then be of opinion, that the diſtillery had 
been leſſened, and the growing of barley checked? I am ſure, 
Sir, you would not ; and therefore, I ſay, it is a cruel thing ta 
call Gentlemen from remote countries to give general opinions on 
ſubjects that the Houſe is much better informed upon by authentic 
vouchers on the table. Indeed I never ſaw a fairer, more modeſt, 
or a more candid evidence ; to much the greater part of the queſt- 
ions he fairly anſwered—he did not know—he could not tell :— 
indeed how could he know ? Would a miller N his oath againſt 
his intereſt? Would a retailer of ſpirits keep his oath ? It was 
impoſſible for him to anſwer. Certainly an honeſt man of any 
trade would not break his oath. If, three or four hours of the 
moſt precious part of the ſeſſion are thus to be waſted, we ſhall 


never come to any point on this ſuhject, in which the public are 
ove Com 20.49 po bas d the pub 


, 


Mr. O'Haza faid, he could ſhew by papers, that the brew- 
ing had diminiſhed in Connaught ſince the impoſition of the malt 
BH, 1 his r mom only ty ent AS ſame he 
C hew of the diitillery ; yet this, th true onnaught, 
might nothold univerſally 42 Ireland. 2 7 dy 


Lord Hgavrozp.—Sir if we proceed in this manner, I do 
think we way be three months examining eyidence. and do no- 
thing at laſt. I wiſh ſome Gentleman would produce ſome ſpe- 
cific reſolution ; and by debating at, niore information might 
be obtained, and more advantage produced to the country in half 
an hour, than can ever be done as we are now going on. 
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Mr. Denis Browne ſaid, he owned when the preſent ſub- 
ject of debate was firſt introduced, he had felt himſelf alarmed g 


Is { he feared it might operate to the injury of tillage and of the malt 


trade. He had experienced, that the, malt duty had hitherto 
to the diſadvantage of the county he had the honour to 
repreſent ; but this he conſidered as merely conſequent to its firſt 
introduction and believed, that ultimately it would prove bene- 
ficial : He was therefore unwilling to deſtroy the diſtillery, 


even though the malt- tax was to drop along with it. He deſired. 


to ſee the abuſe of ſpirits reſtrained ; but was certain the aſe of 


2 liquor entirely our own produce, not eyen requiring Engliſh 


hops, muſt ever be an advantage to the kingdom, and a ſource of 
ſupply to the revenue. | 


Mr. J. BzazsronD.—One of the grievances inceſſantly com- 
Plained of in this Houſe is, the prodigious number of revenue 
officers ; now, it appears as a grievance, that there are not officers 
ſuficient—in twenty miles ſcarcely one. It alſo appears that a 
great quantity of malt was made, which neither went to the 
brewery or to the diſtillery, what became of it ? Another 2 
vance is, that there are men who go about the country in unifurm 
with fire ams, and that they have the unpertinence to peep into 

ople's ſacks ;—this to be ſure is unkind, eſpecially, if we are 
to know that they carry this my comme: 5:5 further, and aQually 
ſeize unlicenſed malt, and even ſmuggled goods, when they find 
them in ſacks or any where elſe; nay, they have even ſeized up- 
wards of three hundred private ſtills. The evidence was not ac- 
quainted with any brewers in his country, and beer was extremely 

Carce, this is odd enough; as there are one hundred and twen 
one who have licenſes for brewery in that county, for which licenſe 
they pay 20s. a year each, and ſome of them pay to the exciſe 
the enormous ſum of as. 8d, of gs. of 43. 6d. and ſo en, this 
is the duty, and for the profits on this, they are content to pay 
20s, licenſe, but ſo long as ſuch people exiſt, you may rely upon 
1t you will have no commen brewer, | . 


The Committee agreed to adjourri, and report progreſs. 


FS m.44a.k. 424 ——  _p—_ — . * 
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| Monvay, Janvary 31, 1791, 


| Several papers and accounts were moved for and ordered 
accordingly. | 


Col. BLaquiz xe ſaid, laſt Friday an Hon. Member moved for 
the appearance of certain perſpns to give evidence as to the eraſure 
of a record. The Hon. Member, in the laſt ſeſſion ofthe preſent 
Parliament, had mentioned this ſubject, which he had brought 
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foward in the former Parliament, and which he had the:: poſt- 
poned, hoping, as he laid, that the Court of King's Bench would 
then make enquiry into it :— The buſineſs was, the eraſure of a 
% in the cale—lHiggins againſt Magee. | 
d gſent when . Hon, Membcr ſpoke to the ſubject laſt 
ert —a"< if not contrary to rule, I will inform the Houſe : 
r liberty, or not ?—lhe Mieniber appeared to have done it 
anger and aſperity. (The Speaker ſaid, the Hon. Member 
haa a right to flate whatever he thought proper to the Houſe, 
bus begged tum to avoid any thing perſonal. ) Colonel Blaquiere 
contnued—I will come to the queſtion :—The Member ſtated, 
that he had brought torwarc. this buſineſs in Parliament before, 
but had poſtponed it iroa an intimation of. the Court's intention 
to make full enquiry and what, ſaid the Hon. Member, was 
the method ?—Why the noble Lord from the bench declared, 
that whoever, in any place, or at any time, ſhould ſay, that 
full enquiry had not been made, was an infamous liar !—The 
Hon. Member thereupon ſaid, that he was not at all angry at 
this declaration ;—and a great law officer offered his aſſiſtance to 
bring forward the buſineſs again :—but the Hon. Member de- 
clared, that there could be no uſe in bringing it forward in that 
Court, and therefore he was conſtrained to bring it before Parlia- 
ment. This is the ſubſtance of what he ſaid. | 
Now I beg leave to ſay, that he uſed no argument ſufficiently 

cogent to induce the Houſe to attend. to the charge he now brings 
forward ;—and it did not appear in any part of his narration, that 
he had been refuſed by the Court an opportunity of enquiry ;— 
he acknowledged that he knew thoſe words of the noble Lord 
only by hearſay ;—if they were uſed many would from his nar- 
ration imagine they were meant to the mover of the enquiry, and 
would think if they were, it was no wonder that perſon of abi- 
| lity, of rank, of knowledge, and of candour, ſhould be ruffled 

at ſuch continual attack, when he was conſcious that nothing ne- 
_ ceſlary to enquiry had been neglected by him, and that nothing 
had been refuſed to the enquirer ;—if we conſider this, great al- 
lowancę and even toleration muſt be given to the expreſſions of 
the noble Lord. I wonder the Hon. Member perſiſts in bringing 
it forward, for though I am not competent to judge of it myſelt, 


yet my reaſon directs me to hazard an opinion, which is, that 


there are no grounds for the charge ;—and my motion to the 
Houſe is, that they will not allow the Hon. Member to proceed 
in bringing this affair before them, till he can declare that he has 
applied to the Court, and that the Court reſuſed to give the er- 

uiry due attention. | 

The motion not being ſeconded fell to the ground, and Dr. 
Browne then moved, that John Kiernan, engroſſing clerk, and 
George Raymond, attorney, do attend the Houſe to-morrow, 
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Mr. M'Lean from the Accountant general's office preſented a 
number of accounts at the Bar, which were ordered to lie on 
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Dr. Bxowne ſaid, that it had appeared in the caſe of Frau- 
eis Higgins againſt John Magee, that a record had been altered 
in two places that a drawer in which part of the record, (in 
which part, one of the alterations or eraſures was found) had 
been broke open; that it had appeared that certain alterations had 
been made in the parchmenr, at the proſecutor's houſe ;—bur 
whether this parchment was then a record, (which it becomes by 
affixing the Seal of the Court) had not appeared. That an en- 
quiry had been inſtituted into this matter by the Court, which 
enquiry terminated to neither the ſatisfaction of the Court nor of 
the public and which enquiry, it was underſtood, from the 
language of the Court, was to be renewed, at a more leiſure 
time. That it not having been renewed, a motion was by him 
made in Parliament, which produced a declaration from a hi 
authority in that Houſe, that further enquiry would be made 
the next term ;—and that ſome of the 2 of the King's 
Bench had promiſed it. I hat it appeared therefore, by the con- 
ſeſſion of Neis Judges themſelves, that ſufficient enquiry had 
not been made ; — and therefore they agreed with him in opinion, 
that it ought ſtill to be made. I hat he did, therefore, upon 
his own, and upon that of the publie, inſtitute the preſent en- 
quiry. That he could not promiſe new lights would be thrown 
upon the matter :—he would only alledge, that the att 
ought to be made, whether new lights could be acquired. That 
ſuppoſing no new light could be acquired in the particular in- 
ſtance, he ſtill propoſed another end from the enquiry, which 
was, to ſhew that the offices were irregularly kept. T hat if, in 
the preſent caſe, forgeries, or guilty eraſures had not been com- 
mitted, yet that it was very eaſy for plaintiffs or proſecutors to 
commit them. That there was no Plea Roll kept in the office, 

to check the Niſi Prius Roll that therefore infinite frauds might 
be committed in the latter. That the records were thrown and 
toſſed about in bits and ſcraps, inſtead of being made into one 
continued roll. That they remained a conſiderable time after 
they became records, in the hands of the parties, without any 
— of a great part of them in the office, by compariſon 
with which, any fraud might be detected. That true it was, 
there was a trauſcript of ſome part - but none of the parts in 
which the preſent eraſure had been committed; and upon 
the whole, there was full ground for the motion he intended to 
make, © for a Committee, to enquire into the ſtate of the public 
pffices, and the methods of remedying the abuſes in them,“ 
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The Ar TORNEY General. —Sir, I underſtand from what 
the Hon. Gentleman has ſtated, that his intention for orderin 
the ſeveral perſons to attend at your Bar, is to ground an enquiry 
into the manner in which the Records are kept he does it, be- 
cauſe he believes they are kept careleſsly this is the ſole object, 
and it is - an object in which (he juſtly ſays) the whole nation is 
zatereſted. Sir, I acknow| that there cannot be an enquiry 
more intereſting. or one which it is more peculiary the duty of 
the Houſe to entertain but I confeſs, I am aſtonithed at the 
faQs which have been ſtared as a ground for this enquiry ;—The 
Hon. Gentleman ſtates, that a certain parchment writing had an 
eraſure made therein—on which eraſure certain words were writ · 
ten, at a time when the Hon. Gentleman cannot tell whether it 
was a Record or not. Sir, when I heard the Hon. Gentleman 
talk of the improper mode in which, as he alledges, the Records 
are kept, 14a expect to ſee at our Bar an officer from the Rolls, 
an officer from the Common Pleas, an officer from the Chancery, 
from the Exchequer, from Birmingham 'Tower, in a word from 
every place in which Records are depoſited ;—þut when I ſee 
none of theſe, and when the Hon. Gentleman confines bis en quiry 
to the Court of King's Bench, on a ſuggeſtion that that t 
had not itſelf made ſufficient enquiry into the matter, it ſtrikes as 
if „ more was meant than met the ear.” 

_— have — a to the examination of ow officers at 
your Bar, upon the ground neral enquiry : as to proceed- 
2ngs of the King's — this caſe, I am — ſtranger to it; 
but I muſt ſuppoſe, as every honeſt man will, that their conduct 
was perfectly right, regulated by law and juftice and indeed I 
am glad to perceive that no charge has been made againſt them. 

- Samething has been alluded to by the Hon. man, which 
an a former occaſion was ſaid yr I did ſay, that I was un- 
willing that any thing ſhould be done that could derogate from 
the reſpect that is due to a Court of Juſtice, or could leſſen its 
reſpeft and conſequence in the eyes of the people: i did alſo ſay, 
that 1 widerſtood from ane of the Judge in private converſation, 
that the Court would exanine farther into that buſineſs ;—whe- 
8 ther they did or not, I cannot tell but I am in my own mind 

- atighed they examined as long and as far as they had any proſpect 

g information from enquiry. 
da now declare to this Houſe, and tothe Hon. Gentleman, 
at if he can ſhew any way by which further fatisfaftion can be 
ined in this matter, he ſhall have my utmoſt aid ; or if he 
can ſhew how any criminal — can be inſtituted on the 
ſubject, even though it ſhould go to effect the life of any perſon 
ho might be guilty, I would cheerfully undertake it. 


Col. dps -A have lifencd, moſt anemively to whas 
the Hon. Gentleman, with great fluency, and Zreat ability, 


© * 
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has ſtated ;—but all that I can collect from the whole tenor of his 
diſcourſe, is, that one perſon, who was an Attorney, has ſaid, and 
an another perſon who was not an per has done ſomething | 

to a parchment, which might be, or whic —_— not be of con- 
ſequence. But it ſeems that rhe Gentleman did not follow the 
matter up in the Court of King's Bench ;—and he has ſhewn * 
reaſon why he did not :—now 1 think the Hon. Gentleman fhoul 
ſhew us firſt, that he went as far as propriety would allow in the 
Court of King's Bench, and that he was refuſed proper ſatis - 
faction, before we enter on the enquiry. 


Lord Dzivin.—l ſubmit in point of Parliamentary reform, 
(general laugh) Parliamentary forin, whether it would not be pro- 
per to move that the Committee on the Courts of Juſtice ſhould fit, 


Mr. Bysxs.—lI hope it will be deemed no impeachment of the 
learned Gent leman's perſpicuity, if an unlearned perſon like me, 
ſhould not be able to ſee the exact propriety of the learned Gen- 
tleman proceeding toa ſolemn inveſtigation of an eraſure, made 
in a writing which he profeſſes he cannot aſſert to be a Record of. 
the Court of King's Bench or not ;—and paſling by unnoticed an 
alteration made in writing, which he actually 45 to be a re- 
cord of another Court. e ä 


Dr. Bzowne.—That fact came to my knowledge but this day, 
and I do not know that the Court will not proſecute it, — If the 
Court does not, I will. It is faid, Sir, that I do not know whether 
the writing in queſtion, is a Record qr nqt ;—why, that, Sir, js 
the very his want to trace. It is moſt certain that the Records 
are improperly kept, and that there are great abuſes in the Offi- 
ces the moſt reſpectable Lawyers in the Hall will vouch for 
this —and, in the preſent caſe, it will appear that the drawer 
in which the writing was kept, was broke open. 'The Court 
certainly did promiſe to make an enquiry, which they did make 
partially, but the public neyer were fatisfied upon the ſubjeR. 


Mr. Mazcvs Berxesrory.—T was preſent when the Court 
did make a moſt ſolemn enquiry indeed ;—when they examined 
upon oath a much greater number of perſons than have been 
ſummoned here this day ;—when the Lawyers, employed an 
both ſides of the queſtion ;—put interrogatories to the ſeveral pers 
ſons ;—and when the enquiry was purſued as far as poſſible it 
could—the caſe was this, the word Wedneſday was eraſed, and 
the word Tueſday inſerted in its place, tallying with the caſe of 
Tutching inthe 6th vol. of Modern D making an error 
fatal to the proſecutor. 
Now if the alteration could be traced, aud the Record be 
amended, then the learned Gentleman's client muſt mount up on 


&& 
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the pillory ;—but at this day there can be no intention in the en- 
uiry, unleſs ro caſt a cenſure on the Court, by an inſinuation 
the Court has. neglected its duty. 


The Ar TONI Y GENERAL.— The learned Gentleman who 
brings forward this queſtion, made uſe of an expreſſion, which, 
I believe he did not intend to convey the meaning that 1s gene- 
rally affixed to it. He ſaid, the Court did make enquiry partially. 
J beg he will explain what he meant by that word, left the pub- 
lic who hear us ſhould depart with a miſtaken opinion of his 
meaning, and the miſtake get into the newſpapers. 


Dr. Bzowns.—By partially, I mean in part—and I believe 
the words convey the ſame thing ;—but the Gentlemen near me 

ow. that I intended to riſe to explain this. My meaning is, that 
the Court proceeded a part of the way but I do not know that 
they followed the buſineſs to the end; whether they did or not, I 
thipk it opght to be known to the Houſe and to the public. 


Mr. Ri cHARD SHERInan.—lam very ſorry to fee the idea of 
ſetting a printer on the pillory, ſo familiar to ſo young a Gen- 
tleman uch ſentiments, perhaps, in time, may entitle him to 
ſituation. | | N 

Sir, I was Counſel for the unfortunate man that was proſecuted 
and perſecuted ;—and I will ſay, in his perſon the laws of the 
land were violated. - He was proſecuted by a man of ſome cele- 
brity—a Mr. Francis Higgins. When the eraſure was diſcovered, 
the Court was ſurpriſed—they did not then know whether the 
eraſure was imputable to Higgins or Magee—a ſort of flimſy en- 
quiry was made. I called for a ſplemn inveſtigation of the mat- 
ter—and as it was inſinuated that Magee's Agent might have made 
the alteration, I propoſed an ifſue to be inttantly ſent to a Jury 
to try the fat ;—This was not attended to, but in its ſtead a 

Fimſy enquiry was made—a Clerk, a Pro-clerk, and a man who 
was. no Clerk, was examined. Did any of his Majeſty's Law 
Officers, as was their duty, then came forward to fift the buſineſs ? 
No: tho' now they are ready to ſtand up. Sir, I am ſorry in 
this place to be obliged to ſay, that when it was found that Magee 
could not by any poſſibility have had acceſs to the record, the en- 


uiry ſuddenly dropped. I did underſtand that his Majeſty's Law 
Offers then meant to take it up—but I have not — they 


Mr. Mcvs BeEsTORD.—As a very young and unexpe- 
rienced man, I ſhall always be happy to receive inſtruction from 
the Gentleman, whoſe learning and experience make him ſo coni- 
petent to give it. I would therefore wiſh to know, how ſuch 
Aue as he has mentioned could be tried? . 
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DEBATES 


Mr. Sye x1Dan.—l do apprehend, that ſuch a collateral ffue 
might be ſent to a Jury. But admit that iinpracticable, is it a 
WE tealon that no other enquiry ſhould be made ? 


The evidence was now called to the Bar. 1 8 
The firſt called, was Mr. Bradſhaw, tipſtaff to Lord Clonmell, 
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and clerk at Niſi Prius. He was firſt interrogated by Dr. Browne, 
touching the ufage of the King's Bench in proceedings on records 
of Niſi Prius; and the tenor of his evidence went to prove, that 
the clerk of the crown, or the proſecutor, if he has a mind 
makes up the reord, and then brings ir to the clerk at Niſi Prius, 
when 7 being joined, it is ſealed by the clerk of the ſeals, 
and then becomes a record of the court; it remains with the 
Elerk at Niſi Prius until trial, 3 to which it is taken by the 
eco or his attorney to the ſheriff, and after trial brought back 
om the ſheriff by him to the record office of the King's Bench. 
He admitted that the plaintiff might, if he choſe, make a raſure 
in the record, in carrying it to and from the ſheriff, and that 
there was no ſuch thing as an iſſue roll, or exact copy of the 
record in the office, to . Tar fach alterations, If made. - 
On a croſs examination by rhe Attorney General, he ſaid the 


records were kept now in different offices, in a correct and regular 


manner, and declared himſelf perfectly ſatisfied, that the Court 
of King's Bench had made every poſſible enquiry in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, on the ſubject of the raſure alluded to, examin- 
ing every witneſs within its power on oath, without being able to 
diſcover who had made the raſure. | 


Mr. Maddox was then examined touching the practice; and 
coincided on that point with the evidence of the laſt witneſs. 
He admitted the record was in the hands ot the proſecutor moſt 
part of the vacation previous to trial ; but did not know whether 


it had received the ſeal of the court ſo as to become a record or 
not. | | 


Mr. Robert Moore was next examined: He ſaid that · he was 
22 at the houſe of Mr. Higgins, with Mr. George Joſeph 
rowne, and ſome other perſons, when the alteration was made 


in the writing; it might be a fortnight, or it might be a week, 


before the trial, but he did not know whether it was at that * 
time ſealed as a record of the court or not. Records were ſre- 
quently not ſealed till 48 hours before trial. He ſaid. be had 
broke open a deſk or drawers in the King's Bench Office, for the 
purpoſe of getting ſome books therein which Lord Clanbraſſil 
wanted in a hurry, and that in this drawer the parchment or 
venire 2 to be. Records were not uſually kept in that 
drawer, but on a file in the office : he afterwards ſaid he did not 
break open the drawer, but he borrowed a bunch of keys from 
#be boulekeeper, one of which unlocked it, 
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1 During the examination of evidence, a converſation aroſe be- 
teen the Solicitor General and Mr. Charles O'Neil. LRN 


Fhe SoLIiciTor GENERAL ſaid, the learned Member, who 
intraduced the preſent debate, knows that I am diſpoſed to treat 
every thing that comes from him with kindneſs and reſpect ; but 
I appeal to the good fenſe of the Houſe, whether from the nature 
of the ſubje&, and the manner in which he has proceeded, it does 
not feel itlelr humiliated in the extreme, by being involved in an 
enquiry and complaint which are moſt palpably unfounded, fri- 
tHous, and vexatious? 

Let no man ſuppoſe that I am ſo zealous a Judge Advocate, as 
ro-ſhelter any Court from. cenſure, where it was deſerved. We 
all know that Judges are liable to fallibility like other men, and 
that the power of Parliament is a moſt falutary controul upon 
their conduct; but if that authority is to be appealed to upon 
every trifling buſineſs, upon every Httle motion, in which the 
zealous advocate of a dHappointed client is defeated, the time of 
this Houſe will be as ridiculouſly occupied as at preſent ; the dig- 
nity of Parliament will be degraded, and its authority (whic 
ought to be reſerved for important occaſions) will be frittered 
away: Except where charges are of weight, and can be well au- 
thenticated, it is highly unwiſe to criminate the Judges of the 
Land ; and notwithſtanding the diſavowal of ſuch an intention, yet 
from the manner in which the buſineſs has been brought forward, 
and argued upon by Gentlemen who ſupported the enquiry, the 
Houſe cannot be ſo blind as not to oblerve that the object was 
to eaſt reproach. _ 24 | | | 

Were this a cafe where the benefit of the Habeas Corpus act 
had been denied, or the principles of the Bill of Rights, or of 
the Declaration of Rights had been violated, this Houſe would 
feel ĩtſelf called on to vindicate the law, and to aſſert the liberty 
of the ſubject; but here a libeller has eſcaped by an error of a 
elerk, or the miſconduct of an officer ; the libeller has loſt the 
opportunity of being rendered popular by puniſhment, and his 
advocate- exclaimed, that the Court has been remiſs in relin- 
quiſhing an enquiry which was for ſeveral days moſt anxiouſly 
purſued. ; is 305 

Is thĩs a cafe that is worthy the attention of the Grand Inqueſt 
— e Te longer? The — Member has 
_alr detaĩned the Houſe with as many queſtions of practice 

put to-the:officers of the Court, as if he bal come down with 
the attorney's vate mreunt in his t; he has got himſelf inte 
2 labyrinth whence he knows not how tb eſcape, and has rendered 
the ſubject dark even to the proſeſſors- but Egyptian darkneſs to 
the reſt of mankind. | | 
The Solicitor then alluded tothe conduct of Great; Britain, in 
inſtances where Judges were ſuppoſed to have miſtaken the law, 


* 
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2 they frequently do, and to that temperate and conſtitutional 
=} — ar {nch mittakes are to be rectified, as in the 
kae inſtance of Lord Loughborough and the county of Eſſex. 


He requeſted of his learned friend to make the amende honor- 
able by withdrawing his motion, as the conduct moſt reipeQtul 
to the Houſe, moſt reconcileable to juſtice, and the moft worthy 


of a repreſentative of the people. 
Mr. C. O'Ns 1x obſerved, on many things that fell from the 


Solicitor General, amongſt others, that it was natural for a man 
that looked to the Bench to avert enquiry into the conduct of 


The SoLfCIToR GENERAL explained what he had ſaid, and 


IF aſſured the Gentleman he did not ſolicit to be a Judge, and that 


whatever. might have been the diſappointments of the learned 
Gentleman in ſuch a purſuit, he. had not had'vccafion to feel one 
himſelf; he begged to ſet the Gentleman right as to his words, 
which he had miſtaken; and ſaid, if we cannot hear better on 
ether obcaſions, we are neither of us fit to be Judges. 


The evidence being cloſed, Dr. Browne ſubniitted that he had 
eſtabliſhed the following points: | 

iſt, That althongh there ought properly to be two records in 
every ſuit, one called the Niſi Prius roll, which is delivered to 
the plaintiff and proſecutor to carry down to trial, the other 
called the plea or iſſue roll, which ought to be an exact tran- 
ſeript of the former, and to remam in the office ; and althouglr 
this was the caſe in England, yet here only one roll was kept viz. 
the Niſi Prius roll, which is delivered to the plaintiff or proſe- 
cutor, and one remains in his hands for a conſiderable time, * 
all which time he may make in the greater part of it what alter- 
at ions he pleaſes, without danger of being diſcovered, as there 
remains no exact tranſcript of it in the office to check him, or by 
compariſon. with: which he may be detected; and particularly 
there remains no exact tranſcript whatſoever of the Jury 
proceſs in which, in the preſent inſtance, the eraſures were 
committed. | f f 

zd, That the plaintiff has the record in his hands, called the 
award of the venire, from the time it is ſealed, till he delivers 
it to the clerk of Niſi Prius, during all which time he may make 
what alterations in it he pleaſes; and that he has the record called- 
the venire, or ſummons of the Jury in his hands, in order to de- 
liver it to the Sheriff; and from the time it is returned, until it. 
is given in to the office, during which time he may make in it, 
what alterations he pleaſes ; and that it was in theſe two 
that the alterations in the. preſent caſe were made, 
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„That the drawers had been broken open, or opened with 
falſe keys, in which records were depoſited. 
4th, That writs of venire, and other writs, inſtead of being 
properly filed were thrown looſely into drawers, or any other 
place at random. 
5th, That eraſures, in records were too frequent; that the 
very officer making out copies of them, did nor find them, even 
catch his attention. | 
. 6th, That new and important matter had now appeared, which 
did not appear to the Court, viz. that the alterations were made 
in theſe proceedings at the proſecutor, Mr. Higgins's houſe, 
within a fortnight of the trial, at which time, if the offices were 
not totally irregular, it muſt have been, in all probability, 4 
Record. | | : 
- 7th, That the Court had been deficient, in not examining the 
Seal Keeper, to the time when it did become a Record, that 
exact time being very important. | 
8, That it appeared Records were ſealed, at very various and 
uncertain times; ſometimes” within a day or two of the trial, 
whereas they ought to be ſealed before the Yerire, or ſummons 
tor the Jury iſſues. | 
9th, That” from all theſe matters it appeared that the offices 
of the King's Bench were in a very irregular ſtate, and that 
whether eraſures had been made in Records or not, the thing 
was poſlible, and plaintiffs or proſecutors might do it, withour 
tear of detection. | | 
. -1oth, That John Tiernay, one of the perſons preſent when 
the alteration was made at the plaintiff, Higgins's houſe, ab- 
{conded, and had not obeyed the ſunimons of the Houſe to 
appear. 2 50 
s 11th, That new lights had appeared upon this enquiry ; but 
whether there did or not, the enquiry and attempt to get more 
light was neceſſary, and had been declared to be fo, by ſome of 
the Judges of the King's Bench themſelves, who two months 
after the firſt enquiry, declared, as appeared by the teſtimony of 
the Attorney General bimſelf, that further enquiry ſhould be 


Dr. Browne concluded, by obſerving, that it had been his in- 
tention to exainine the Seal Keeper, and, therefore, he had ſum- 
moned Mr. Moore, and he found he had been in an error, and 
that this Mr. Moore, was not the perſon, but another of the 
fame name: But the Court could be under no ſuch error, 

He obſerved alſo, that it would have been very material to 
examine the Seal Keeper, becauſe that would aſcertain the 

time when the ſubject matter became a record; which, compared 
with the time when the alterations were made, would have come. 
pretty near to determine, whether the alterations were criminal 
or innocent, and by whom they were made? 


He ſaid, that ſuppoſing them to be innocent, the proſecutor 
| was ſurely criminal, in ſitting by, and not acknowledging them, 


A but ſuffering imputations to be thrown upon the defendant, of a 


fraudulent eraſure. : 
He then obſerved, that he ſtill could not acquit the Court; 
becauſe, even if new lights had not appeared (which he inſiſted 
they had, upon the ——_ occaſion) yer they themſelves acknow- 
ledged that the attempt now made, ought to have been made to 
get ſuch new lights; and they had been totally deficient in not 
examining the Seal Keeper, as to the time of the ſubject of this 
eraſure, becoming a record. - 

- Dr. Browne then moved the following reſolution : 

« That a Committee be appointed to examine the Offices of 

Record in this kingdom, and the manner of keeping the Records 
cherein.” 


Mr. Sur RlDAN ſeconded the motion, 


Mr. Maxcus BexesrorD.—lf it be a fact that the public 
have called for this enquiry, I ſhall only ſay, that this is not the 
firſt time the public mind has been mifled by imflammatory 
ſtatements, not altogether conſiſtent with fact. I did before ſtate 
my objections to going into an enquiry, becauſe I thought it con- 
veyed an indirect cenſure on the Court, as it implied that they 
had inſtituted an enquiry which proved ineffectual, not from the 
nature of the caſe, and its peculiar circumſtances, but from ina. 
- bility or unwillingneſs on their part to inftitute a proper one; 
but as the Hon. Gentleman contradicted me, I did not chuſe to 
reſt the vindication of the Court on my aſſertion, and therefore, 
did not preſs my objection.— I ſaid, I know, that a ſolemn en- 

uiry was made into this buſineſs by the Court of King's Bench 
the gentlemen were pleaſed to call this a flunſy and a frivolous 
enquiry! Yet now, what have they done after long deliberation— 
have they eſtabliſhed any one ot the facts they have alledged ? 
Not one. Have they ever ſhewn that the parchment in quettion 
was a record at the time of the eraſure? No; but the Hon. 
Meniber endeavours to faſten on the inaccuracy in point of time, 
infinuating, that the parchment had been in the hands of the 
Clerk of Niſi Prius, at the time of the alteration : But this does 
not appear to have the leaſt foundation, as the Niſi Prius roll 
does not come into the clerk's-hand as a record till forty-eight 
hours before the trial, and the buſineſs remains in the very ſame 
darkneſs, and without a fingle ray of light more than when the 
Hon. Gentlemen took it up. 5 i 

The Hon. Gentleman has attempted to ſhew, that the records 
are kept in a careleſs manner, in places Which may be broken 
open. Now, ſee how this fact ſtands; i 3 

Vor. XI. * 
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The officer who had the cuſtody of the parchment ſo much 
ſpoken of, wanted certain books out of the drawer or locker in 
which ic was depoſited ; the key was in Court, and he, making 
aſe of another key, opened ; lock, took out the books he 
wanted, and locked up the drawers again; this was done by the 
officer who had the cuſtody of the parchment, and who had a 
right to lock and unlock the drau ers an hundred times a-day, if 
bis occaſions required it ; yet this has been trumpetted through the 
nation as an object highly dangerous to the fubjet—a matter af- 
ſecting the lives—the properties -und liberty of every ſubject of 
this realm. 

I tated, Sir, that a ſolemn enquiry had been made by the 
Court. One of the Hon. Gentlemen alledged, that the enquiry 
was a flimſy and frivqlous enquiry, raſſily taken up, before the 
Counſel for the parties had time to conſider in = manner to 
direct their enquiry. They have now had their examination in 
their own way before the Houle and the public, and I appeal to 
the Houſe -I appeal to the pubiic—and the Gentlemen them- 
ſelyes, whether an iota of information on the ſubject has been 
obtained, more than what appeared to the Court? And if not, 
where could they point eriminality or are they ſure whether 
there was any criminality at all ? 

As to the Hon. Gentleman's inotion, there can be no objeQion 
to it, conſidered as an abitract queſtion, If he can lay before the 
Houſe or the Courts, any more commodious or perfect manner of 
keeping the records than that now practiſed—he will do a public 
ſervice. . Although we have the evidence of Mr. Bradſhaw, an 
attorney of long experience, great” profeſſional knowledge, and 
excellent character, to ſhew that the records were never ſo well 
kept as within theſe five years, and this in a great meaſure owing 
to the large and convenient offices lately erected. —For my part, 
I wiſh the Gentleman may perſevere in his motion, by which the 
public, to whom he has appealed, may ice that Parliament, far 
from wiſhing to ſtifle ſerious enquiry, are ready to encourage it ; 
and that they may alſo know, that the examination in the Court 
of King's Bench, where a greater number of perſons were inter- 
rogated on oath, than appeared at your Bar this day, turned out 

reciſely as this day's examination has done, and left not the 
malleſt cauſe to caſt a blemith on the chaſtity of that Courr. 


The ArToxney GeNneRaAL ſaid he did notriſe to ſcreen the 
Judges from enquiry, or from the charge that had been made; it 
was unneceſſary, every man muſt ſee it was groundleſs, and he 
called upon every man to decide as if he were a juror on his oath. 
In that manner he would give his own vote, and on that ground 
he declared that there was not the leaſt foundation for a charge of 
neglect or miſconduR in the Court, 2 


- 
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Mr. C. O'Ne1L ſaid, nothing certainly has this night appeared 
ground a cenſure on the Judges, (the whole Houſe hear, hear, 
er,) nevertheleſs this reſolution as a diftin& propoſition may be 
Nighiy uſeſul, and therefore I give it my affent. As to the re- 
rords they are certainly ill kept; when, as it has appeared, the 
ouſekeeper has a maſter-key to the drawers and offices; beſides 
Neis well known that two rolls are net kept, as in England, and 
t is a matter of great importance that there ſhould be a pon 
Wunformirty in the practice of both countries; but that can hardly 
happen till the officers here are, as in England, appointed from 
n mong the clerks that have been trained up in the offices, and 
Ew ho are perfectly competent to the buſineſs. 5 


Mr. Cook E.— The Hon. Gentleman ſaid, he had two objects 
in moving this enquiry. I hope he had three. I hope he meant 
to exculpate the Court of King's Bench, from the broad inſinua- 
tions that have been thrown our againſt that Court. (Dr. Browne 
faid, No!) Then let the Hon. Gentleman proceed, if he thinks he 
can eſtabliſh criminality z ler hin either proceed in an open manly 
way, and not by inſinuations endeavour to throw cenſure where 
it has not been deſerved. Am I to underſtand from the Hon: 
Gentleman's filence, that he withdraws his motion, on a full 
conviction that no ground for charge remains? (No!) Then 
let him either proceed, or honeſtly withdraw it; upon con- 
viction, let him maintain the charge, or abandon it on coviction 
that it cannot be ſupported : in ſo doing he will act honeſtly to 
himſelf, to the e and to general juſtice. 

After ſome conſultation with his friends, Mr. Browne with- 
drew the motion. | 


 Wepnesbay, FrBRUAXY 2, 1791. 


Sir Joux BLAG VIE RE preſented a petition from the gover- 
nors of the Foundling Hoſpital. | | 
He ftated that that charity maintains at preſent 200 children ; 
that the income is ſo inadequate to the expence, that a debt 
of 17,0001. has accrued, that if Parliament did not immediately 
interfere, the children muſt periſh; and earneſtly preſſed 
upon the houſe, not only the immediate neceſſities of the Hoſ- 
pital, but pointed out the wiſdom and policy of ſupporting ir. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQVER ſaid, there could 

be no intention in any part of the Houſe to abandon thoſe 

wretched orphans; but he complained that the Governors, 
5 F 2 
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whoſe demands on Parliament had never been rejected, ſhoulae Rm 
ſuffer a debt to accumulate ſecretly ; and he declared againit th: Wi 
injuſtice of giving any ſet of men an unlimitted power to draw 
ad libitum upon * purſe of the nation, and anticipating before- 
hand, or ſquandering afterwards, the grants intended for charity. 

8 petition was received, and ordered to be laid upon the 
table. | | 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf inta a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on the ſubject of the inimoderate uſe of ſpirits. 


Mr. David Latouche in the Chair. 


Mr. GAT Trax faid, we are agreed that no falſe alarm for re- 
venue or agriculture ſhall ſtand in the way of the proceedings in 
this Committee. We are agreed to banith the preſent exceſſive 
uſe of ſpiritous hquors, without regard to the pretended intereſt 
of the crown the farmer—or the diſtiller. We muit alſo be 
agreed, that the 2 cauſe is, the low price, and that the 
only remedy Parliament can interpole is, to raiſe that price, by 
avgmentation of duty. It was weakly ſuggeſted, that the uſe of 
ſpiritous liquors was decreaſing under the operation of the preſent 
laws, and that in the courſe of time the preſent laws could cor- 
rect the evil. | 

But what are the papers beiore you? A conſumption of 
3,000,000 gallons of whiſkey, above 1,000,000 gallons of rum, 
and near 300,000 gallons of brandy, beſide a great indefinite 
quantity of the firſt of theſe liquors that is not comprehended in 
your Papers, becauſe illicit ; it appears from thoſe papers, that 
the number of licenſes to ſell ſpirits is about 8, ooo - the number 
of houſes in Ireland, by the beſt returns, is caleulated at 646,000, 
and by returns of different pariſhes, it appears that nearly every 

ſeventh houſe is a whiſkey-ſhop— that is about 90,000—the li- 
eenſe is g1. in cities, and zl. in counties now if every one of the 
houſes Elung ſpirits paid for their licenſe, the revenue would be 
near 300,000]. for licenſes only —it is now 32,0001.—Henee, 
judge what a quantity of ſpirits is ſold againſt law, and you have 
already ſeen what a quantity is ſold under law. It is, therefore, 
weak and fallacious to held out the preſent laws as likely to cor- 
rect the exceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors ; it becomes therefore 
neceſſary to interfere, by laying high duties. —The object of 
thoſe duties muſt be to prohibit the lower orders of the people 
from the conſumption of ſpirits, and the quantum of os du- 


ties, at leaſt in the firſt inſtance, ſuch as may approach to, but not 
equal the duties on foreign ſpirits. The exciſe is now 14d. per gal- 
Jon, of which 6d. is drawn back on account of the malt tax; if you 
ſtop the drawback, you add at once 6d. per gallou to the ſpirit, 
which will, with the malt tax, make the whole duty amount to 


about 20d.—add to that ſuch further exciſe as the Committee ſhall 
27 
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think neceſſary to raiſe the price tap high for ordinary conſump- 
tion; but it will be alſo neceſſary to regulate the granting of li- 
| cenſes, and to take from the commillioners that power, and lodge 
it with the quarter ſeſſion, who ſhall have authority to withdraw 
thoſe licenſes; and in the interval of the quarter ſeſſions, I would 
give to the juſtices of the peace a power of ſuſpending them. It 
will be alſo proper to oblige the perſon taking out a licenſe to en- 
ter into a recognrzance for the order and regularisy of his houſe; and 
it will be turther neceſſary to confine licenſes to a certain deſerip- 
tion of houtekeepers, that the number may not be exceffive, and 
that the perſon ſelling 1-quor may be a reſponſible publican. 
There Ik therefore a reſolution to this purpoſe, conceived in gene- 
ral terms that the bill founded on theſe reſolutions, niay more 
particularly ſet forth. It is alſo neceſſary, in order to prevent 
the unlicenſed ſale of ſpirits, to give the magiſtrates new and 
ſummary powers, with regard to all perſons ling unlicenſed 
liquor; but as all this is only experimental, there is a final reſo- 
lution, expreſſing the propriety of ſuch a Committee as this, the 
opening of the next ſeſſion, Ntting, to inquire into the effect of 
our meaſures, and take ſuch Yurther ſteps as may be found re- 
uiſite. 

g M hatever is adopted with regard to ſpiritous liquors would be 
imperfect, indeed, it nothing was done in advancement of the 
breweries. U he ſtate of your brewery on a comparative with its 
ſtate thirty years ago, is that of a rapid decline; the decreaſe is 
about one third; increaſe of importation nearly two thirds ; 
whereas, your increaſe of intoxication that is your increaſe of 
the conſumption of whiſkey, in the courſe of twenty years, 
appears to be as 700 to 3,000,000. Judge from this growth. of 
poiſon, and this decline of nutriment, how neceflary the in- 
terference of Parliament to ſuſtain the latter, as well as to 
check the former. Your breweries labour under many diſad- 
vantages. Dear and inferior barley is one, a prohibition againſt 
hops trom Flanders, (a prohibition which you ought now to 
take oft), another, the ſuperiority of the malt liquor of England, 
which daily increaſes vpon you, another; alſo, duties which are 
too high, and extraordinary regulations, which are wrong in 
principle, and which have proved in experiment to be miſchievous. 

have, therefore, ſubmitted with reſpect to brewery—Firſt, 
a reſolution declaring it requires deciſive encouragement—z2dly, 
a reſolution declaring, that the duties thould be reduced, and the 
reſtrictions taken off—And 3dly, a reſolution declaring, that theſe 
ends were beit an{wered by taking the whole exciſe off beer and 
ale, and layjng a moderate duty on malt. I have digeſted this into 
three reſolutions, becauſe 1 do not wiſh to embark the fate of the 
redreſs of the brewery on the event of a malt-tax ; at the ſame 
time I am clear that you will, at laſt, if you do not now ſee, the 
wiſdom of entirely and abſalutely repealing thewhole exciſe on 
beer and ale. The preſent ſyſtem cannot be juſtified ; it is ex. 
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penſive in collection; ſmall in production; and, in little and vex- 
atious reſtrictions and penalties, abundant. | 

The malt tax is now 116,000]. collected at conſiderable ex- 
pence of officers ; the drawback is about 100,0001. 1o that the 
tax nets about 16,000]. a year. The exciſe of beer and ale, af- 
ter deducting the drawback on account of malt, is about 60 ooo]. 
The number of officers employed to collect this, with the other 
inland exciſes, is about 800. See then what a multitudinous ſyſ- 
tem of expenſive collection, and what a miſerable production. 

Take A, therefore, the whole exciſe on beer and ale, and 
with it baniſh ſome of thoſe idle officers, and all thoſe idle reſ- 
traints and regulations which effect the brewer in every part of his 
proceſs, as well as in the ingredients thereof. I will ſuppoſe you 
take off the exciſe, and lay fixpence a ſtone on the malt ; 1 do 
not {ay you ought by auy means to lay ſo much—but if Govern- 
ment will not conſent to leſs, yet ſee even on that duty how the 
brewer will ſtand, ſuppoſin fix ſtone and a half to a barrel of 
beer, he will pay three ſhillings. and three pence barrel, 
whereas he now pays four ſhillings and one penny. There is a- 
nother advantage attending the transfer of the exciſe to the malt, 
that you will then bring the home-ſpirit much more under the 
controul of your re . when ſuch a tax is laid 
on the malt, as will take place, if the whole exciſe on beer is ta- 
ken off, whatever 1: kept of exciſe on the diſtiller will have more 
operation. He will firſt pay a malt tax, he will then pay an ex- 
ciſe, which being leſs, will in ſo much diminiſh the temptation to 
ſmuggle, while, on the whole, he pays ſuch duties as greatly 
raiſe the price of the ſpirit. 1 ſhall now read the reſolution, 
obſerving, that in my opinion, the revenue will be increaſed there- 
by; but that I am very willing that an eſtimate ſhould be made 
of the revenue, intereſted in this meaſure, for the laſt three years, 
and a reſolution, that if on the next year it is diminiſhed, Parlia- 
ment will make good the difference. 4 

He then read the following reſolutions : 


That a principal cauſe of the exceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors, 
is the low price thereof. 

That to remedy faid evil it is neceſſary to impoſe ſuch duty or 
duties on ſpiritous liquors, as may render the ſame too dear for the 
conſumption of the lower orders of the people. 

That it is neceſlary that all licenſes whatſoever, ſhould be 
1 by the Quarter Seſſion only, and that a conſiderable duty 
ould be impoſed on licenſes for the ſale of ſpirits, and all per- 
fons taking out licenſes ſhould enter into a recognizance for the or- 
der and regularity of their houſes. | 
That it is adviſeable that no licenſe ſhould be granted except 
to perſons of a certain deſcription, and that the quarter ſeſſion 
ſhould have a power of withdrawing all licenſes, and during in- 
tervals of their fitting, the magiſtrates, of ſuſpending them, 
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That it is neceſſary to give the magiſlrates, with reſpe& to all 
houſes ſelling unlicenſed pirits, ſummary powers to convict and 
uniſh. | | 
a That in order to give the lower orders of the people a whole- 
ſome and nutritious liquor, it is neceſſary to give the brewery of 

this kingdom deciſive advantages. : 

That for this purpoſe it is neceſſary that the duties affecting the 
brewer ſhould be reduced, and the reſtrictions and regulations 
whereby he is now reſtrained, taken off. FM 

That it is adviſeable to take off the whole exciſe from beer and 
ale, and in the place thereof lay a moderate tax on malt. 

Thar it is adviſeable that the Juſtices of the Peace ſhould make 
a report to the Grand Jury of all the houſes ſelling unlicenſed 
ſpirits, that the Grand Jury may, on proper information, preſent 
the ſame. 

That it is neceſſary a Committee ſhould fit at the opening of 
the next ſeſſion, to enquire into the effect of the above regulations, 
and to take ſuch further ſteps as may be found requiſite ro carry 
into execution the firſt reſolution of the Houſe, to baniſh the ex- 
ceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors. 


Mr. GRArra then moved the firſt reſolution. 


The CHancELLOR OF THE E.XCHEQUER perfectly coincided 
with Mr. Grattan in the neceſſity of checking the abuſe of ſpi- 
rirs ; and thought that raiſing the price by duties would be the beſt 
means—but obſerved, that great care muſt be taken to avoid that 
extreme which would encourage ſmuggling. 

He ſhewed that in England, in 1736, an attempt had been 
made utterly to aboliſh the uſe of ſpirits, which had failed; and 
ſome years after the legiſlature of that country had been obliged 
to adopt the plan of riſing the price gradually, and almaſt im- 


perceptibly. 


Mr. J. BERRSTORD.— The plan propoſed to the notice of the 
Houſe naturally involves in it the wideſt and moſt extenſive conſi- 
derations, as it mult affect in its conſequences the trade and the re- 
venue of Ireland, and it not only involves thoſe trades which are 
immediately connected with the ſubject, namely; the diftillery, 
the brewery, the malting buſineſs, and that of perſons who ſell 
malt and ſpiritous liquors by licenſe, but it allo reaches to the 
import and export trade of the kingdom, and affects it in its Eu- 
ropean and Weſt-Indian branches. . 

t is neceſſary therefore to conſider this ſubject under its ſeveral 
heads, but it may be firſt proper to view the ground on which the 
preſent plan has been taken up. 


It is aſſerted, that there is an enormous increaſed conſumption 
of ſpiritous liquors, by which the health, the morals, and the in- 


4 


72 PARLIAMENTARY [Fzs, 2, 


duſtry of the people have been deſtroyed ; and it is aſſerted, that 
this increaſe of drunkenneſs is owing to the very low price of ſpir- 
itous liquors. 

Now, Sir, from what evidence this great increaſed 3 
tion of ſpiritous liquors is deduced I know not; we certainly 
meet many inſtances of drunkenneſs in the ſtreets of the metro- 

lis, but ſo long as I can remember, we have met with the 

ame ; and if I were to give an opinion on the degree of ebriety 

ractiſed now, compared with that of a few years back, I ſhould 
hb induced to ſay, that the miſchief was decreaſing throughout 
the country in general, although not ſo perhaps in the metropo- 
lis. I do not | cn this opinion from mere gueſs or conjecture, 
but from a compariſon of the quantity of ſpirits actually conſumed 
in this kingdom at different periods. | 
In order to take a fair view of this ſubjeQ, it is neceſſary to 
conſider, not only the quantity of ſpirits actually diſtilled in this 
Kingdom, bur alſo the quantity of eyery ſpecies of ſpirits imported 
in the ſame periods | | 


Now, — wah into conſideration beth the imported and the home 
made ſpirits, conſumed in the laſt twenty-four years, it will ap- 
r from the accounts on your table, that there were conſumed 

in the firſt twelve years of this period, — 9,417, 497 gallons. 
And in the laſt twelve years, but — 9,363,224 gallons. 


So that there was a decreafed conſumption 
in the laſt twelve years, of 15 54,273 gallons. 
And it is worth gentlemen's while to obſerve the progreſs of our 
home made ſpirits in the laſt twelve years, and how as they have 
advanced in quantity and quality, they have ſuperſeded the uſe 
of imported ipii its, and I have particular ſatisfaction in ſtating, 
that at the ſame time they increaſed in price, from 2s. 7d. to 45. 
Sd. and1o 5s. at which price they ſtand at this day. 
From this ſtate of facts, it appears to me, that there is not an 
increaſed 2 of ſpirits, and that if there was, it could 
not be owing to the cauſe aſſigned, viz. the low price of them. 
But gentlemen are led to think, that there is an increaſed con- 
ſumption, from obſerving the increaſed amount of the duty on 
the home diſtillery; but thoſe who take their view of this ſub- 
je, from the amount of the revenue only, are very likely to be 
deceived, becauſe it by no means follows, that the increaſe of re- 
venue ariſes from a greater quantity of ſpirits being either imported 
or diſtilled at home, it ariſes from a greater quantity being brought 
under duty : that this is the caſe, will appear from what I ſhall 
now lay before the Houſe. -— | 0 
It is a fact generally known, that the ſinuggling of foreign 
ſpirits was practiſed to a much greater degree ſome years ago than 
it is at this day, and yet now, that almoſt the whole pays duty, 
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_ the importation is much reduced, and the place of ſoreign ſpirits. 
has been ſupplied by home made ſpirits, alſo paying duty. 

As foreign ſpirits decreaſe, our OWN advance in quality and in 
price; they appear alſo to increaſe in quantity, by a much greater 
proportion being brought under duty than forinerly. This, Sir, 
1 conſider as the conſequence of the laws which were made in 1780. 

Previous to that period, the diſtillery of the country was in a 
moſt miſerable ſituation ; the number of licenſed ſtills was 1,228, 
their contents were equal to 290,210 gallons {ſeldom idle: yet 
they paid duty but for 1, 227, 051 gallons, which quantity com- 
pared with their contents, is in the proportion of 4, x; to 1 ; 
the exciſe paid that year was 71,6121. 

In the courlſe of he ſeſſion of 1780, an act took place, which 
obliged the diſtillers to work a certain unmber of nionths in each 
year, and a certain number of times in each month: this law | 
took place from the 2gth September 1780, and operated for fix 
months in the year, ending lady day, 1781, and from the com- 
mencement of this law, I date the proſperity of the revenue ari- 
ſing from ſpirits ; for though 1 am convinced the quantity diſtilled 
before it was enacted, was little leſs than has ſince been produced, 
yet the quantity brought under duty, and conſequently rendered 
more expenſive to the conſumer, has every year increaſed and 
this increaſe has held exact proportion with the encreaſing price 


of ſpirits, and with the decreaſing number of ſtills. 
The number of ſtills were 1,212 | 
In the year 1781 4 Their contents were 295, 127 gallons and 
. They paid duty for 1,757,295 gallons 
The proportion whereof to their contents is as ſix to one—the ex- 
ciſe in that year was 104, 258l. 


In 1782 The ſtills were 904 E 2 8 ta 


83) 763 Proportion 9 to 1. 
84 345 Proportion 1 55 to 1. 
85 331 Proportion almoſt 14 to 1. 


86 3 351 Proportion 14 to 1. 
> They were 290 Proportion 16 to 1. 


88 250 Proportion 183 to 1. 
89 I i233 Proportion 24 to 1. | 
go (245 Proportion 24 to 1. 


And in that year, the revenue from home made ſpirits aroſe to 
170,729]. thus in ten years, the number of ſtills have been re- 
duced from 1,228 to 246, which is juſt one-fith of the firſt num- 
ber, Almoſt the whole diſtillation of the country has been 
brought under duty, by which means the price of home made 
ſpirits has been doubled, and the revenue thereon has been raiſed 
from 71,6121, to 170,7291. and this has been effected by regu- 
lar and gradual progreſſion, and how this can be ſuppoſed to en- 
gourage drunkenneſs is more than I can comprehend. 
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The ſecond ground on which the preſent plan is brought forward 
is, that there is an immenſe decreaſe in the conſumption of malt 
liquor, that the people conſume infinitely more ſpirits and leſs 
beer than formerly, and therefore that the diſtillery ought to be 
diſcouraged, and the brewery encouraged more than heretofore. 

As I have already examined the aftertion, as to the increaſed 
conſumption of ſpirits, and ſhewn that it was not founded, I ſhall 
now ſtate the true ſituation of the conſu;uption of beer. 

In order to do this, I muſt conſider the conſumption to conſiſt 
not only of the beer brewed in this country, but of that imported 
into it, for the point before us now, is not the ſtate of the brewery, 

the comparative increaſe of the conſumption of ſpirits, aud 
decreaſe of that of malt liquor; and as to this poiut, it is totally 
immaterial where the malt liquor which is conſumed, has been 

brewed. | | 

Now, it appears from the accounts which have been laid be- 
fore you by the proper officers, that the quantity of home brewed 
and imported beer, conſumed in the laſt 20 years, amounted 
bu _ 8 1 25 9,950, 998 
Of which was conſumed in the 1ſt 10 years, $5,077,941 
And in the laſt 10 years, — — 4.873, 057 


Au 


Decreaſe in 10 years, — — _ 204,884 
Or by the year, a decreaſe of -— 8 

An annual decreaſe of 20, 488 barrels, is not ſuch a mighty 
matter, when the high price of malt and hops for the laſt ten 
years are conſidered. 3 | 

The average conſumption of the 20 years is 497,549 barrels, the 
average conſumption of the laſt three years is 501,069 barrels, and 
the conſumption of the lait year is 543,323. This ſtatement is 
made upon the accounts given in of both home brewed and im- 
ported beer; and if you have recourſe to the home brewery, you 
will find the quantity brewed in the laſt year is the greateſt quan» 
rity brewed for the laſt ſeven years. 

ow, whether the real conſumption of beer be conſidered, or 
the ſtate of the Iriſh brewery, neither the decreaſe of one nor 
the decline of the other, appear to me to be what gentlemen have 
afferted. | | | 

But, Sir, give me leave to ſay, that there are other cauſes which 
make an apparent decreaſe in conſumption, when there is a real 
increaſe, and that ariſes from frauds practiſed on the revenue. 

It has been lately found, that in diftant parts ale has been ſold 
as ſmall beer publicly, at 188. a barrel, and paid duty only 10d. 
as ſmall beer ; now if the difference of the duty, viz. 4s. 3d. be 
added to the 18s. it will make 11. 2s: 3d. or a good price for 
ale - this fraud has diminiſhed the apparent conſumption of ale. 

Another great cauſe of the apparent dununition of the con- 
famption oe, ariſes from the great frauds committed by the 
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retailing brewers, throughout the kingdom; there are no fewer 
than 1800 of theſe, and on an average they do not pay duty for 
more than 19 barrels of ale each, which is under 4]. a year each, it 
muſt be apparent at firſt fight, that no man could make a live- 
lihood of the profits ariſing from the ſale of 19 barrels of ale, our 
of which he paid duty 4s. 1d. a barrel (for the 19 barrels conſiſt 
but of 32 gallons each) and alſo, 11. a year licence, it is clear 
that theſe people muſt ſell a great deal more, which does not ap- 
pear at preſent in conſumption. 

But theſe frauds, and the extent of them, would appear much 
greater, if the calculation was ſtated on individuals, inſtead of an 
average, for there are more than one half of theſe 1800 retailers 
who do not pay for even one barrel in the year; their licenſe is 
paid therefore only to prevent their being convicted of ſelling pri- 
vately, and they brew and ſell as much as they can, without pay- 
ment of any duty. 

There are beſides theſe, innumerable perſons vulgarly called 
/hebeeners, who brew and ſell without licenſe or duty, theſe again 
ſupply a * which never appears in any cuſtom-houſe 
accounts. Theſe peſts to the common brewers are wonderfully 
increaſed of late years, from a miſtaken zeal in gentlemen to en- 
courage the drinking of ale; I ſay a miſtaen zeal, becauſe theſe 
perſons always make very bad drink, which while it prevents the 
common brewer's ale from a ſale, by underſelling him, does not 
promote the real conſumption, and beſides, thoſe people always 
ſell ſpirits privately, and are a principal cauſe of the drunkenneſs 
of the common people. 

- Having ſtated ſuch facts as induced me to think, that neither 
the conſumption of ſpirits has increaſed, nor that of beer and ale 
decreaſed in the manner which gentlemen ſeem to imagine, I can 
only add, that to my mind, the grounds upon which the plan now 
propoſed to you is built, do not appear to be well founded. 

Before I go further, I beg it may be underſtood clearly, that 
although my opinion is, that the conſumption of ſpirits has not 
increaſed as is ſuppoſed, yet I am free to confeſs, that every ſtep 
ought to be taken which will effectually tend to correct the drunk- 
enneſs which exiſts among the lower orders of the people, whether 
that vice is of old ſtanding or newly adopted, is little to the pur- 
poſe, in either caſe it ought to be corrected by ſome proper means. 

But what are the means propoſed ? why to diſcourage and de- 
moliſh the diſtillery, and encourage the brewery, by ke, clan away 
all exciſe, and ſubſtituting a heavy malt tax of five ſhillings a barre] 
without drawback either to brewer or diſtiller, and to take away 
- — from the brewer, and leave him to brew as he may 
pleaſe. 


Give me leave, Sir, to confider what will be the probable | 
effect of ſuch a ſyſtem. | 


If ſpirits are to be made uſe of ſurely no nian can heſitate to 


% 
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fay, that is better to uſe home made than imported; formerly 

three fourths of the ſpirits conſumed were foreign, now about one 

fourth; there went out then 200, oool a year for ſpirits, now 

not 50,000]. formerly the conſumption of barley in the diſtillery 

was but 133,333 barrels, at which time there was a drain of the 

caſh of the nation of 200, oool. a year, to ſupply it with foreign 
ſpirits: now, the conſumption of barley in the ditiilleries, amounts 
to 487,799 barrels, while the caſh ſent out for ſpirits is decreaſed 
to 50,0001. a change 10 advantageous to the landed and commer- 
chal intereſt of the nation, that | need not enlarge on it. 

To diſcourage therefore the diſtillery, and much more to de- 
moliſh it, ſeems next to madneſs. 

But ſay Gentlemen—we do not mean to demolith the diſtillery, 
we only mean to lay ſuch duties on it as thall prevent the abuſed 
uſe of ſpirits. | | 

Now let us ſee what theſe duties are. 

Home made ſpirits now pay 14d. in exciſe, and 5d. in malt 
wa that is 19d. out of which they drawback 6d. ſo they ac- 

> tually pay but 13d. the propoſal now is, that the malt duty be 
doubled or raiſcd to 5s. a barrel, and that no drawback be given 
to the diſtiller, the exciſe on his ſpirits will then be 14d. and 
the duty ariſing from the malt 10d. that is 2d. now if the laſt 
added 4d. which was added to the former duty of 10d. in 1570, 
and cauſed ſuch a general clandeſtine diſtillatiun, what are we to 
expect fron 11d. to 13d. ? 

This duty is intended to raiſe the price of ſpirits, but let gen- 
tlemen take care that it has not the direct contrary effect, it will, 
in the firſt place, neceſſarily introduce an infinity of private ſtills, 
being a bounty of no leſs than 11d. a gallon on hag diſtilla- 

tion: in the next place, it will introduce ſuch a ſcene of ſinug- 

gling of foreign ſpirits, that no man can ſay how far it may ga if 

11d. be put on hoine made ſpirits, there muſt be a further addi- 

tional duty on rum, brandy, and geneva ; on rum, of 15d. or 

16d. and on the others of 2s. theſe would not be adequate to the 

roportional duties now impoſed gn theſe ſeveral ſpecies of ſpirits, 
br it would be ſufficient to inſure ſmuggling, and, in my opinion, 
between the private diſtillation at home, and the private unport 

of foreign ſpirits, the direct reverſe of what is intended would 
happen, and ſpirits of all kinds would be more plenty and much 
cheaper than they are at preſent, and of courſe the plan propoſed 
would defeat itſelf. 

But it would not only defeat itſelf, but alſo overturn our 
Weſt-India trade, ftill in its infancy. 

The duty at preſent upon rum and brandy is ſo high, that I 
have very great doubt if it will bear to be raiſed higher; but 
certain I am, that if it ſhould be the opinion of this , at to 
raiſe whiſkey to 2s. a gallon, and of courſe rum to 15d. and 
brandy and geneva to 28. in addition to the preſent duty, but 
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there will be an end to our trade to the Weſt-Indies ; at preſent, 
we have eſtabliſhed a direct trade thither, we ſend out our goods, 
and we are obliged to bring home rum and ſugar, if the duty 
upon run be raifed too high, no man will venture to bring home 
rum, becauſe he will be underſold by the ſmugglers, fo that one 
of the two returns which we now have for our goods will be cut 
off; again, if the duty on whiſkey is raifed as deſired to 2s. a 
zallon, by putting 10d. additional _ malt diſtilled, of courſe 
10d. a gallon mult alſo be put upon ſpirits diſtilled from molaſſes, 
and as the ſale of molaſſes makes a principal part of the profit of 
the importer of ſugar, the ſecond return of the Weſt-Indies will 
will be injured, what may be the effect of theſe meaſures upon 
our Weſt-India trade, now in its infancy, no man can ſay. 

Having mentioned the Weſt-India trade, give me leave to 
make a ſmall digreffion from the immediate ſubject of the debate; 
to obſerve, that a few years ſince, when I ſtated in this. Houſe, 
that if certain regulations then propoſed were adopted, a lucra- 
tive and extenſive trade to the Weſt-Indies would follow. Gen- 
tlemen on both ſides of the Houſe laughed at the idea as wild 
and chimerical, nay ſome, in the ſpirit of prophecy I ſuppoſe, 
boldly declared, that no ſhip by any poſſibility would, under 
{ſuch regulations, e ver bring a cargo directly from the Weſt-Indies 
to Ireland; yet how different has been the fact? the regulations 
did take place, the trade immediately commenced, it increaſed 
from that day to this, and I have the pleaſure now to inform the 
Houſe, that in the courſe of the faſt year, near forty ſhips ar- 
rived in the port of Dublin directly from the Weſt-Indies, and 
landed their cargoes on the Cuſtom Houſe Quay, and that theſe 
corp were all paid for by the produce and manufactures of Ire- 
and. | 

For my part, I think that what the Right Hon. Gentleman 
next to me has offered, is going as far as it is -g to go, and 
further than any perſon acquainted with the ſubject, would wiſh 


to go. 
| fle has ſtated to you, that, contrary to his wiſhes, in com- 
pliance to the deſire of the public, he would go as far as they have 
gone in Great Britain; the miniſter there has laid an additional 
duty on home made ſpirits of 5d. and he has wiſely foreſeen 
the conſequence of too high duties on imported ſpirits, not put a 
duty proportionate on thein, but only a duty juſt ſufficient to give 
a due preference to home made ſpirits ; that is, having put 5d. 
on home made ſpirits, he has put 8d. on them, and 10d. on brandy 
and geneva, and if our Chancellor of the Exchequer goes ſo far, 
certain I am he will run a hazard, but if he goes further, I 
am clearly of opinion it will be ruinous. 5 
I therefore think him perfectly right in not W to raiſe the 
malt duty, if he withdraws the drawback on ſpirits, it will add 
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sd on Whiſkey, and if he adds 8d. on rum and 1cd. on brandy 
and geneva, it is going as far as poſlible. | 
Kaiſing che duty on malt, and taking away the drawback, muſt 
neceſſarily lay a tax upon the brewery, becauſe the brewer muſt 
brew from malt, but the diſtiller may uſe raw corn or other ſub- 
ftirutes, if not prevented by ſome new laws, thus a further duty 
on malt may operate in favour of the diſtillery againſt the brewery, 
i not guarded againſt, and I muſt obſerve, that ſpirit from raw 
corn is more pernicious and ſickly thau trom the malt. 

Having conſidered the effect which the propoſed plan would 
\ have on the diſtillery and on imported ſpirits, let us ſee what 

is the neceſſity for this raiſing the malt duty to double, or to 5s. 
a barrel. | 

It is, in ſhort, in order to enable Parliament to take away all 
exciſe from the brewery, and to charge only a duty upon malt. - 

1 ſhall freely confeſs, that I do not approve of this ſcheme, 
neither do I think that ſuch a plan would anſwer the purpoſe in- 
tended, viz. an effectual encouragement of the tErewery, ſo as to 
enable them to make a liquor — ſhould ſupercede the uſe 
of ſpirits. 

I cannot conceive the neceſſity of taking away all exciſe from 
the brewer. | 

Beer and ale have been looked on as proper objects of taxa- 
tion and exciſe, ever ſince there was an exciſe not only in this 
kingdom but in Great Britain, and I cannot ſee either the wiſdom 
er the neceſſity of now exempting them from exciſe. 

If at any time the neceſſities of the ſtate ſhould require an ex- 
ciſe on beer and ale, how ridiculouswould it be, to have to begin 
all over again, to be obliged to train up a number of officers and 
inſtruct them anew, in what they at the preſent moment perfectly 
underſtand. | 

The conſequences of transferring the whole duty to malt, and 
taking away all exciſe would be, that the brewers having no re- 
ſtraĩnt on them, might do juſt what they pleaſed. 

The propoſal is, that the brewer be exempted from the viſita- 
tion of the exciſe officers; if he be, what is to hinder him from 
making uſe of az much malt, which has not paid duty as he may 
chuſe, he has only to have a malt-houſe or two in his neighbour- 
hood and get in any quantity of fraudulent malt, and either brew 
or diſtil it as he may think fir, no officer is to viſit him, the mo- 
ment therefore that the malt enters his premiſſes it is ſafe; now, 
if to obviate theſe inconveniencies, officers are to be allowed to 

iſit his houſe, then the whole advantages pretended, are at an 
end, for if the duty be transferred to nialt, and officers allowed 
to viſit, they may as well be allowed to viſit the brewery. 

Before ſuch innovations are uudertaken and ſuch a departure 
from the wiſdom and practice of our anceſtors is made, ought it 
not be ſhewn in what manner it is, that the cauſe operates to the 


deſtruction of the brewery ? why does it not deſtroy the Engliſh 
brewery ? there is an exciſe and there are exciſe officers in Great 
Britain, they pay nearly double as much as we do, with a heavy 
malt tax, and yet the trade is a good one, and thank God in- 
creaſing every day, and why ? becauſe the brewers make good 
liquor, and act upon the principles of trade and common ſenſe; 
is that the caſe here? no, juſt the reverſe, brewers here are em- 
ployed, not in attending to the buſineſs of their trade, but in 
ſeducing away cuſtomers, in taking unfair advantages, and under- 
ſelling each other, and reducing the price of their liquor, ſo as 
ultimarely to diſable them from making good liquor, if they 
withed to do it; and now we are told, that the only way to ſn- 
perſede the uſe of ſpirits is by taking off the exciſe on beer and 
ale, putting on an additional duty on malt, and freeing the brew- 
ers from the reſtraint of laws and officers. : 

I ſhall premiſe before I go further, that I have not any objection 
to the repcal of certain late laws, made with a deſign to aſſiſt the 
brewery, except ſo far as they relate to revenue regulations, pro- 
vided the law be totally repealed in other reſpeQs, but however, 
I think it incumbent on me, as well in juſtice to the perſons con- 
cerned in bringing in thele laws, as for the information of the 
public, to ſtate the whole of that tranſaction. | 

Some years ago the brewers caine forward to Parliament, and 
ſtated that their trade was totally decayed, owing to two cauſes ; 
firſt, the great increaſed importation of porter, and next, to the 
increaſed conſumption of ſpirits ; they itated, that the increaſed 
importation of porter was owing to this, the Englith brewer drew 
back the whole of the duties paid by him on his liquor when 
_ exported for Ireland, and alſo received 13d. bounty per barrel, 
. that the duty here was but 1s. 3d. from which deducting 1s. 1d. 

they Englith brewer paid but 2d. a barrel duty, and praying that 
additional duties might be laid on imported beer and ale, and on 
ſpirits; a committee was appointed, a report made to this pur- 
poſe, and certain brewers ſwore that they had intentions of ſet- 
ting up breweries either at Holyhead or Carnarvon to ſupply 
4 | 

In conſequence of this report, an advantage was given to the 
brewers, by charging the additional duties by a larger gallon than 
before, by which they gained about 5d. a barrel. 

* a few years after, there were alſo additional duties laid on 
all ſpirits. 

Some time after this it was found, that the cauſes aſſigned for 
the decay of the brewery were not adequate to the effects, and 
further inveſtigation was made, when it appeared, that the true 
cauſe was owing to the brewers themſelves, who endeavoured to 
purchaſe away cuſtomers from each other, by giving ſuch-as 
would come to them 21 barrels inſtead of 20 ho the price of a 


core ; by giving money at Chriſtmas for every ſcore barrels ſold, 
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and by ſuch other means, ſo as to reduce the price of the liqour 
to eighteen ſhillings the barrel; to enable them to do this, they 
put leſs materials into their beer and ale, of courſe reduced the 
ngth of it, and diminiſhed the conſumption ; they alſo took 
another method of reimburſing themſelves, which had the ſame 
effect, namely, by mixing ſmall beer with their ale, and ſo re- 
ducing the price and quality of it that way. 

Ir being clear to the Houſe of Commons, that thoſe proceedings 
reduced «A conſumption of ale and beer, they were reſolved to 
take ſome ſteps to remedy theſe practices, and accordingly they 
thought that if they enabled the brewer to take a higher price 
for his ale, he would make it better, and to prevent the ſecond 
fraud, they determined to ſeparate the ale . the ſmall beer 
brewery ; they accordingly made enquiry what was a proper 
quantity of malt and 1 to put into the barrel of ale, and what 
was a good price for ſuch ale, they proceeded to enact a law for 
this purpoſe, and for ſeparating the breweries. | 

The brewers had no objection to the raiſing the price of ale, 
but they violently oppoſed the ſeparating the breweries, inſiſting 
on it in evidence, that no ale brewery could exiſt except by the 
profit ariſing from ſmall beer. 

It was ſhewa that there were many brewers who never brewed 
mall beer, of courſe could have no profit from it, this ground 
was given up then as untenable, and a new objection was made, 
that no ſmall beer brewery could exiſt, except after ale; ſmall 
beer breweries being ſer up they were beaten off this ground and 
the law paſſed which ſeparated the breweries, and enacted that 
no ale jhould be ſold under 23s. the barrel, but the brewer was 
left at liberty to brew any ſuperior quality of ale of? beer, and to 
fell it as high as he choſe. | | 

T bus the law was brought in, and the price of ale raiſed from 
188. to 238. a barrel, or 5s. | 
la the progreſs of the bill it was obſerved, that as the brewers 
had got ſo conſiderable an advantage as 5 a barrel, there ought 
to be ſome ſecurity on their part that they would perform their 
contract, that of putting 7 1-4th ſtone of malt to 32 gallons of 
ale, that being the quantity they aſſerted they always put, and 
accordingly an oath to that effect was inſerted in the bill, but it 
was left diſcretionary in the commiſſioners of the revenue to ad- 
miniſter this oath; and it being ſtated to them, that the porter 
brewery which was in its infancy, did not require ſo great a quan- 
city they did not adminifter the oath. | | 

Thus the law went on for 7 or 8 years, the brewers were 
highly pleaſed with it, they did me honour to give me the freedom 
of their corporation in a gold box, they preſented ſeveral peti- 
tions to 3 in all of which they acknowledged the utility 
of the law; but about 3 years ago the brewers of 8 ; 
| Parliament, ſtating, that the former frauds were practiſed as be- 
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fore, and the brewery declining in conſequence, and requeſting 
that the oath might be amended in the manner they pointed out, 
and that it ſhould no longer be diſcretionary, but compulſory ; 
the brewers of Dublin oppoſed this petition, both ſides were heard, 
and the Houſe determined on evidence in favour of the Cork 
brewers. | : 

From that day to this the law has been a grievance to the Dub- 
lin brewers, and they have left no ſtone unturned to get rid of it. 

So long as they enjoyed 58. a barrel advance on their ale, and 
were not obliged to put in more malt or hops than they choſe, ſo 
long the law was excellent, but uo longer; as ſoon as they were 
obliged to put any given quantity, and I muſt obſerve that the 
quantity was altered from 7 1-4th to 6 1-halt ſtone, then they found 
out it was oppreſſive and erroneous, and they ſolicited me to abo- 
lith the oath and leave the advance price, I refuſed; I offered 
them repeatedly my atliſtance to repeal the whole together, both 
quantity and price, but it would be highly injurious to leave them 
an advanced price, given expreſs]y on condition that they ſhould 
put 7 1-4th ſtone of malt in their ale, and allow them to pur leſs 
than 6 1-half the quantity now neceſſary by law. 

Thus ſtand the faQs, and what is the interence? they ſay the 
brewery is declining, allowed, and why? becauſe the brewers 
perſevere in overturning their own buſineſs, becauſe although 
they were paid 5s. a barrel advance in price, yet they would not 
make their liquor of a better quality. | | 

And what is now deſired, why take away all exciſe and all re- 
ſtraint from the brewer, and he will make excellent drink and 
ſuperſede the uſe of ſpirits. | 

He, that while he was paid 58. a barrel advance, for putting 
in what he ſaid he always before put in, viz. 7 1-qth ſtone, de- 
fired firſt that this quantity might be reduced to 6 1-half ſtone, 
and then told Parliament that he could not afford this quantity, 
that it was too much, is now, when left to himſelf, voluntarily 
to put in much more, and make excellent drink. 

hey who told you when they were ſelling their ale at 18s. a 
barrel, that if you put a duty on imported beer and ſpirits, their 
trade would revive, and who now make worſe liquor than ever, 
although there has been an additional duty on whiſkey of 4d. a 
gallon, on rum of 1s. 64 and on brandy and geneva of 28. 6d. 
impoſed in their favour, and although there has been an exciſe 
equal to that we pay ourſelyes, put upon Engliſh beer and ale im- 
_ theſe are men who are to do wonders when left to chem- 
elves. 

Give them but proper encouragement, take off the whole ex- 
eiſe, and charge only on malt duty, and they will moſt certainly 
become excellent brewers. © 

But let gentlemen conſider the encouragements given them as I 
* alrea = ſtated, and ler —_—_ conſider the immenſe ſums which 
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the public have paid for theſe laſt 12 years, and the little effect 
that all this has had, and then let theni ſay for a certainty, that 
the exciſe ought to be taken off them, and that if it was they 
would brew well. 

They have had for 12 years 55s. a barrel advance on ale, that at 
the average number of barrels brewed in that time, viz. 422,724, 
makes a yearly ſum of 105,6811. ard makes altogether in the 12 
years 1,268,1721. which has been given as an encouragement to 
the brewery, which is nothing the better. But ſays a Right Hon. 
Gentleman, it is neceſſary to remove the exciſe off beer to malt, 
in order to correct the enormous expence of collecting the exciſe, 
now it unfortunately happens, that the exciſe on the brewery 1s 

the eaſieſt collected of any, that there are not above 304-brewe- 
ries in the kingdom, moſtly in large towns, while there are 
3,500 maltſters diſperſed all over the kingdom, ſo that the ex, 
pence of the latter muſt be tenfold that of the former : on the 
whole, I am of opinion, that no very extraordinary ſteps are ne- 
ceſſary to be taken on the preſent occaſion, that a continuation of 
regulations with the duty of 5d. a gallon on whiſkey, by the 
withdrawing the drawback, will be fully ſufficient to keep up and 
raiſe the price as high as it ought to be, and that the duties pro- 
poſed on foreign ſpirits is as much as can, with a poſſibility of 
ſafety be impoſed, and that theſe regulations, together with a 
proper law on the ſubject of licenſes, will have a conſiderable 
effect in preventing the improper exceſs of ſpirituous liquors. - 


The SrEeakt roſe in the Committee, and ſaid, the object of 
our proceedings ĩs to reſtrain the immoderate uſe of ſpirits, and 
two modes may be propoſed tor effecting it; firſt, by diſcouraging 
the diſtillery ; ſecond, by encouraging the brewery, and the latter” 
alone, if vigorouſly and ſubſtantially enforced, will affect the 
whole. Sir, I ſay, that encouraging the brewery will effect every 
thing we can deſire: The other means perhaps is not practicable, 
even putting the intereſts of revenue out of the queſtion : bur 
the encouragement of the brewery is perfectly in our hands, and 
we ought not to neglect it. | ; a 

The Speaker here entered into a calculation to ſhew that the 
brewery for a number of years, had been gradually diminiſh- 
ing. The average number of barrels of beer brewed in five years, 


ending. 1765 605,000 
I mo 537,000 7 
I Waco) 449,000 l 
1780 * 455, oo0 yeatly: 
1785 . 438,000 


199% . £ 402,000 | 5 3 
a deereaſe of one-third in the ſpace of thirty years, not ſudden 
but 2 and alarming. He went on. Thus we ſee the brew- 
_ ery 


ing every year; and we mult be convinced that this is e - 
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ing to ſome radical defe& in the ſyſtem of laws by which it is 
directed. Some of the laws were made many years ago; ſome 
were made within a few years—and to my knowledge, deviſed 
with all the zeal for the benefit of the brewery, that its warmeſt 
friends could exert. But certain it is, that they have all failed of 
their effect; and if you ſeriouſly mean to encourage the brewery, 
you muſt totally repeal them ali, and leave the brewer, like every 
other manufacturer, to exerciſe his ſkill and inzenuity in carry- 
ing on his trade to hi: own beſt advantage. Look, Sir, at every - 
other trade ; they have all proſpered within theſe few years, and 
they are all flourithing at this noment—and why? Becauſe, the 
Legiſlature has not meddled with them. And why is the brew» 
ery diſtrefled ? "The Legiſlature has meddled too nuch with it. 
My opinion, therefore dir, is, that all reſtrictions and all exciſe 
upon the brewery be annihilared—and that brewers be put on the 
{ame footing with other manufacturers. I ſay, Sir, that re- 
ſtrictions have been the caule of its decay, and they mutt be 
wholly removed they are the evil, and although the brewers 
might have ſubſiſted, and even encreaſed under thoſe oi former 
years, yet it is now neceſſary to remove them all, a decre:fing 
trade requires ſtrong remedies, it muſt be freed from every mode 
of duty which is attended with penal reſtrictions. The exciſe 
under which it might have once flouriſhed perhaps, brings with 
it ſuch a code of penal regulation, as muſt now keep it down ; 
men who have ſmarted under ſevere reſtraints and retired, will 
not again return while any reſtraint remains, and we cannot ex- 
pe& perſons of large capital to embark in a buſineſs in which the 
eſtabliſhed habits of connivance, between the exciſe officer and 
the manufacturer, give to every man who will deſcend to ſo mean 
an Intercourſe, * an advantage over the honeſt man as deprives 
him of his reaſonable profit. | 

Theſe habits muſt be overturned, by the removal of all offi- 
cers and all duties, the honeſt man will then be ſafe ; he will ſee 
that he may reap the full advantages of his ſkill and ingenuity, he 
will embark his money and find the buſineſs profitable. Let me 
alk any man, do the exciſe regulations contribute to make good 
beer, are they neceſſary to it? Nay more, will any man ſay if 
they were not now in force, that it would be wiſe to propoſe them, 
that the manufacture would bear them, or that it would not be 
the height of abſurdity to load a decreaſing buſineſs with tax 
and tax regulation. But gentlemen ſay, they cannot give up a 
revenue of 67,000]. which it produced in the laſt year; why, 
Sir, I do not mean to give up revenue, it may py be wiſe to 
transter it to the malt, raiſe that duty one-half and you gain 
58,0001. a year, reſtore the one penny per gallon on whiſkey, 
which was taken off without cauſc in 1785, and you get 12,0001, 
more—there is an anſwer to every revenue objection. But, 


Sir, there is a further 1 is country in ſo low a ſtate 
. 2 n 
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That it cannot raiſe 67,009). a year to ſave a great object of til- 
Age, of morals, and of induſtry, from deſtruction? God forbicł 
that any man ſhould think ſo meanly of our reſources, with an 
increaſing trade, a flouriſhing agriculture, and enlarging manu- 
factures. 

J have been too long in the habits of revenue confideration not 
fo know your reſources, and to know how neceſſary and adequate 
revenue is to the proſperity of the ſtate. 

Some gentlemen ſeem alarmed about our agriculture. Sir. Ido 
acknowledge, that were agriculture in competition with ſobriety, 
agriculture ought to give way, but their intereſts are perfectly 
compatible, and may be encouraged together; the vaſt increaſe 
of export of barley ſince the malt tax was laid, and the dimuni- 
tion of import, at leaſt ſhew that tax has not checked the growth 
of barley. The malt duty began on the 25th of March, 1783, 
the average increaſe of export of barley in the five years ſince 
that day, compared with the like average of the five years im- 
mediately preceding, is 46,000 barrels annually, and the decreaſe 
of import, on a like average, in the 5 laſt years, conipared with 
the 5 former, is 69,000 barrels, making together a gain of 115,000 
barrels a year, ſince the impoſition of the tax. 

But ſurely the brewer is a better cuſtomer to barley than whiſ- 
key, two ſtone of malt makes a gallon of ſpirits, and two ſtone of 
malt makes 8 gallons of beer; depreſs dram-drinking and you 
will have much more beer called for, to fupply the place. I re- 
peat again, encourage your brewery ; if you wiſh to decreaſe the 
uſe of ſpirits, you muſt ſubftiture ſomething which will coinfort 
and conſole the people for the loſs of their deſtructive luxury, 
Tong ſettled habits are not eaſily changed, and if you want to make 


your people reliſh beer, you muſt induce them to it by its ſtrength 


and its cheapneſs. It is idle to ſuppoſe, you ever can deſtroy the 
uſe of ſpirits totally, but you nay the pernicious abuſe, and good 
beer will do it without force or penalty. In the latitude of 5 on 
50 degrees North, with a moi climate and damp ſoil, human 
nature muſt have ſtrong liquor; thirty ſhilling beer may do much, 
that quality will warm and nouriſh the ſtomach uſed to drams ; 
perhaps it may be wiſe to encourage ſuch beer even by bounty ; 
ſuppoſe by exemption from the additional malt duty, the revenue 
will not ſuffer much, becauſe the great ſtrength will conſume a 
greater quantity of malt, paying the preſent tax. 

There is one circumſtance refative to licence which I am ſur- 
priſed has eſcaped the notice of every 1 who has ſpoken 
on this ſubject; it is, that in England no perſon who does not 
keep an inn, or an eating houſe, or tavern, or ordinary, is licen- 
ſed to ſell ſpirits ; the people of that country have no idea of li- 
cencing a ſhop merely to {ell drams This, and not the duty, I take 
ꝛo be vs great operative principle in the Engliſh law on this head. 

There is an object this country ſhould endeavour to at- 
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tain—the growing of hops; but though that may be at ſome diſ- 
tance; I think we are not without a remedy in the interim; at 
reſent we are ſupplied with hops from England only, but we 
know they grow in other countries, and though we _ at all 
times to give a decided preference to the 8 of England, yet 
we thould not totally exclude the poſſibility of being, upon emer- 
gencies, ſupplied from other places; ſuppoſe the duty on Flemiſh 
and other toreign hops was double that on Engliſh, there are 
times when even this would be an advantage to the brewery. 
The Speaker then entered into a number of calculations to ſup- 


port the principles he had advanced, and concluded with decla- 


ring that he was fully convinced the 3 of the brewery 
alone would effect every good purpoſe that the Houſe could deſire. 


Mr. J. BERES TO RD replied, that the decline of the brew- 
eries, if the fact was admitted, might be accounted for from that 
diſpoſition to ſelf-intereſt which induced the brewers to try to un- 
derſell each other in the price of their malt liquors, and in which 
{truggle for profit, the commodity ſuffered ſo inuch, that latterly 
it was abominable ; the conſequence as, that as the home-brewed 
beer, from its bad quality, becaine diſuſed, Engliſh beer, in the 
ſame proportion, was imported into Ireland; and this fact is cor- 
roborated by a reference to the vouchers, wherein it will appear, 
that the quantity of Engliſh beer imported within the laſt five 
years, was double that which was imported in the five years pre- 
ceding: But the ſyſtem of the laws which now regulate brewing, 
is the ſame that it as in the reign of Charles the ad. 


The SezaxeR ſaid, my Right Hon. Friend, I fear, has miſ- 
apprehended me, and I am not in the leaſt ſurpriſed that he 
ſhould, for it is ſo long ſince I had the honour to addreſs this aſ- 
ſembly, that I feel myſelf extremely aukward in delivering my 
ſentiments. | : | 

I am, however, ſure, that he has given the beſt reaſon in the 
world for taking off the exciſe upon home-brewed beer—the en- 
creaſe in the importation of foreign beer. Sir, when Iriſh beer 
is oppreſſed with heavy exciſe duties, and a variety of reſtrictions, 
we can be at no loſs to account for its decline; but when, in ad- 
dition to theſe diſcouragements, it has to contend with the im- 
portation of foreign produce; the neceſſity to relieve it becomes 
more preſſing. Theſe conſiderations prove fully to me, that not- 
withſtanding the zeal to encourage our breweries, manifeſted in 
the introduction of certain laws to regulate them, the ſyſtem in 
which the laws were founded was radically wrong: No compariſon 
would hold between Engliſh and Iriſh breweries; the former 
were eſtabliſhed by men poſſeſſed of large capitals, whereas in 
Ireland a man ot property would not be ſo unwiſe as to undertake 
a buſineſs which conſtantly expoſed him to the intruſion of reve- 


nue officers, perbaps to the danger of their peculations, and jg 
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Which, if he meant to act with ſafety to himſelf, it would be ne- 

ceſſary for him to digeſt ſixteen or ſeventeen acts of parliament ; 
and ſuch is the multitude of regulations by which he was re- 
ſtrained, that after ſv much pains they could not be made ſuffici- 
ently clear for his comprehenſion. 


The firſt reſolution was then put and carried in the affirmative. 


Majox HozarT ſaid, Sir, I am happy that the Houſe agrees 
in the general principle; but as 1 perceive a variety of opinions 
reſpecting the means of carrying it into effect; to give Gentlemen 
an opporcunity for further conſideration, and to promote unauimity, 
by avoiding to preſs the ſubject, when there is any difference of 
opinion; | thall move you,—1 hat the Chairman report progreſs, 
and now leave the Chair. | | 


Mr. GxaTTain ſaid, Sir, I have had great pleaſure in hearing 
the debate on this ſubject ſupported with good temper. No argu- 
ment was ever maintained with ſo much propriety ; the firſt reto- 
lution paſſed the Houſe unanimouſly ; it is my wiſh that we pro- 
ceed with the others, till we meet with one on which there will 
be a diverſity of opinion; I am confident that cannot be the caſe 
as ta the next reſolution, for as the Houſe have already agreed, 
that the exceſs in the uſe of ſpirituous liquors proceeds from the 
low prices of them, the next reſolution, which is but the remedy 
of that evil, becomes neceſſarily involved in the former; for if 
the cheapneſs of {pirituous liquors induced the evil—to raiſe the 
price is manifeſtly the remedy. I ſhall therefore reſiſt the motion 
of the Right Hon. Gentleman, and if preſſed, take the ſenſe of 
the Houſe upon it. 5 

I moſt perfectly coincide in the propoſition of a Right Hon. 
Gentleman, that it would be wiſe to confine licences to perſons of 
a certain deſcription ; and have therefore introduced a reſolution 
to that effet—and am perſuaded that there is an abſolute neceſſity 
for the attainment of the great national obje& before the Houſe, 
to lay a moderate tax upon malt, and to take off the exciſe from 
beer. . . 3 Fe 83 - a „ 


Mr. J. BE RES FORD ſaid, Ihave heard much of the decline of our 
breweries; and it has been urged for the purpoſe of ſtrengthening 
arguments to take off the duties. I have no doubt but the brewer 
would be highly pleaſed at ſuch a meaſure; but give me leave to 
ſay, my opinion accords not with the relation. I believe the fact 
is otherwiſe: I am convinced that the quantity of beer brewed at 
this moment, is greater than at any former period. The prin- 
ciple of the reſolutions are univerſally agreed to, but I would not 
be underſtood to agree to any ſpecific regulation for the encourage- 
ment of the breweries. nk with the Right Hon. Gentleman 
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who made the motion, that the ſubject requires more conſidera- 
tion, and ſhall for that reaſon aſſent to his motion. 


The CHanCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER wiſhed to have the 
Chairman report progrels. 


Major HogA RA aroſe a ſecond time and repeated his motion, 
That the Chairman ſhould report progrels. 


Mr. W. B. Ponsonsy.—From a conviction of the erroneous 
proces contained in the preſent ſyſtem of laws touching the 


breweries, I ſhall agree to the reſolution, and oppoſe the motion 
of adjournment. | 


Mr. Denis Bxowne.—Senſible of the importance of the ſub- 
ject, I feel it incumbent on me to give it that conſideration which, 
in my opinion, it deſerves; and ſhall therefore vote with the 
- queſtion of adjournment. | 


The SpEAKER— ir, the ſubject this night before the Houſe 
is of the greateſt importance to the 22 of Ireland; and 
every Meinber ſeems to be animated with the ſame deſire, to for- 
ward that great object, there's no diſtinction, every one offers his 
ſentiments all are embarked in one cauſe - the intereſt, the wel- 
fare and happineſs of the kingdom. Sir, did but one nian expreſs 
a wiſh to poſtpone the queſtion, conſidering it the moſt important 
one that ever was agitated in this Houſe, I would not oppoſe his 
inclination—it is a queſtion including national — z and in 
which the revenue of the kingdom 1s concerned; and perhaps 
where ſo much is at ſtake, the reſolution at preſent before the 
Houſe may be too looſely worded. I with not the idea to go 
abroad, that it is the intention of this Houſe to prevent the diſtil- 
lation of ſpirits; ſuch a meaſure is not intended, and perhaps it 
would not be deſirable:— The object of Parliament is but to ſup. 

py the immoderate uſe of them, and I truſt it will be effected: 
ut for the purpoſe of unanimity, I hope there will be no op- 
poſition to the preſent motion. | 3 


Mr. W. B. PoxsoNnBy was of opinion, that the next reſolution 
ought to be diſcuſſed, as depending on the former ; and that no 
mat who gave his affirmation to the one, could negative the 
. | | 

Mr. M. Mason was for the Chairman's reporting progreſs ; 
and as the Houſe would enter on the bufineſs to-morrow, thought 
no time would be loft by the delay, worthy ſo much argument. 


Mr. Coxxy ſaid, Sir, I do not think it fair of the Right Hon. 
Mover of theſe reſolutions, to preſs them thus upon the Houſe ; 
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that Right Hon. Gentleman whoſe abilities are ſo univerſally and 
juſtly admired, well knows how neceſſary it is to weigh every 
' TubjeR that comes before Parliament, previous to its introduction. 
vir, he has given this Houſe notice of a meaſure he meant to 
bring forward more than once, which, upon the day appointed by 
| Rimfelf tor its introduction, he has poſtponed tor more mature 
deliberation.—then how can that Right Hon. Gentleman expe& 
that we ſhall be prepared to raiſe the duty on rum, to raiſe the 
duty on brandy; to raiſe the duty upon all ſpiritous liquors, by 
| ais to reſolutions which were but two hours before the 
e. : 
In my humble opinion the Houſe has gone far enough in agree- 
ing to the laſt reſolution ; I am ſure it ought not togofurther—and 
I rather think it ought not to have gone ſo far. But J am ſur- 
priſed that the Right Hon. Gentleman would ſet out with op- 
fition as the foundation of ſucceſs; I cannot be perſuaded that 
uch conduct will ſerve the cauſe he has undertaken. 


Mr. W. B. PonsonsBy—Since it appeared to be the general 
ſenſe of the Houſe, he would give the motion no oppoſition. The 
motion was then put that the Chairman ſhould report progreſs and 


defire leave to fit again to-morrow, which was carried in the affir- 
mative. 


Tnuxspav, FEBRUARY 3, 1791. 


Sir Luctus O'Bx1en preſented a petition of the Incorporated 
Society in Dublin for promoting Englith proteſtant ſchools in 
Ireland, under their common ſeal, which was received and 
read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners have the ſatisfaction ta 
find the charter ſchools recommended from the throne by his Ex- 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant to that conſideration from Parliament 
which the intereſts of religion and the * education of youth 

culiarly demand, and acknowledge wit 23223 the conſtant 

pport which they have received from Parliament; they beg 
leave to obſerve that in conſequence of the increaſed price of the 
neceſſaries of life, and many repreſentations from reſpectable 
perſons, they found it expedient in the years 1787 and 1788, 
to augment conſiderably the allowance for the diet and clothing 
of the children on their eſtabliſhment, whoſe number was, on 
Michaelmas laſt, 1718 in their ſchools and nurſeries, therefore 
| praying relief. | T ST 

* "The petition was referred to a Committee. 

A petition was alſo preſented and read from the Dublin Society, 
praying relief; which was in the like manner referred to a Comi- 


Mr. GraTTAN offered a petition from the maſter, wardens 
and commonalty of the corporation of apothecaries of the city of 
Dublin, under eee ſeal, it was preſented to the Houſe and 
read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners, upon the matureſt conſider- 
ation, were convinced that molt eſſential and general advantages 
would ariſe to the public from the eſtabliſhment of an apothecaries 
hall in this city, ſimilar to that in London; fully ſenſible of the im- 
portance of the meaſure, the petitioners determined to carry it into 
execution with propriety of conduct, and on principles the moſt li- 
beral; thus while on the one hand they with to exclude from the 
ſubſcription thoſe who not being bred apothecaries could not with 
propriety be admitted, yet on the other they liberally invited apo- 
thecaries, not freemen of the corporation, to join in the undertaking, 
offering them equal advantages, and voluntarily extending the bene- 
firs of the hall to the trade in general. In compliance ot ſuch plan 
the petitioners beg leave to repreſent to the Houſe, that th 
with all humility cauſe a perition to be preſented in the laſt 
ſeſſion of the late Parliament to the then Houſe of Commons, 
praying them to take the ſame into conſideration, and to paſs an 
act for the eſtabliſhment of ſuch hall, which petition was 
ciouſly received, and leave having been given to bring in a Jin 
accordingly, ſuch bill was preſented, and printed by direction of 
the Houle; that the petitioners with infinite concern found a coun- 
ter petition preſented to the Houſe, ſigned by ſeveral phyſicians, 
ſurgeons, druggiſts and apothecaries, praying an hall to be eſta- 
blithed on a plan totally different from that propoſed by the peti- 
tioners, by which the buſineſs of ſuch hall was to be conducted 
by perſons of all the various branches of phyſick, no matter how 
diſtin® their different profeſſions, or how oppoſite and contra» 
dictory their ſeveral intereſts; that with reſpect to phyſicians, 
the petitioners humbly beg leave to repreſent to the Houle, that 
they are a body diſtinQ from apothecaries, incorporated by a 
royal charter into a ſeparate college, and ſo well ſatisfied are they 
themſelves of it being imprudent for them to interfere in the vend- 
ing of medicine, that one of the bye- laws of ſaid college is expreſs, 
that no member thereof ſhall deal therein, and a viſitorial power 
1s given to them to inſpect all ſhops, and to examine into the 
quality of the drugs, in order to prevent bad or adulterated arti- 
cles from being impoſed upon the public, ſo that if on the one 
hand phyſicians were to interfere with the ſale of medicinces in 
the apothecaries hall, they muſt violate a poſitive law of their 
own college; if they did not interfere therein, their having a 
ſhare in the ſubſcription muſt be nugatory and furile, and their 
viſitorial power mult, at leaſt, be endangered, by their having 
an intereſt in the very goods that they are bound in duty either 
to „ of or condemn; the petitioners likewiſe repreſent to 
the Houſe, that the ſurgeons are another body, totally diſ- 
tinQ from either that of the profeſſion of the phyſician or the 
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myſtery of an apothecary, incorporated by charter into a royal 
college, and fo neceſſary do the phyſicians themſelves conſider it 
to be that each profeſſion ſhould be practiſed diſtinctly, that one 
of the bye-laws of the college of phyſicians forbids expreſsly any 
member thereof to practice with a ſurgical inſtrument; and the 
royal college of ſurgeons themſelves have by a bye-law of their 
own made it an offence, ſubje& to abſolute expulſion, for any of 
their members to become a vender of medicine ; yet in direct op- 
poſition to theſe ſeveral laws, a few members of both bodies unite 
tor the avowed purpoſe of getting the conduct of an hall, to be 
appropriated to the ſale of medicine, and thereby to encroach 
upon an art and myſtery which has hitherto been properly con- 
duced by men of a ſeperate corporation, and to form a junction 
of parties which the wiſdom of their predeceſſors has endea- 
voured for ever to render totally diſtinct. As to druggiſts be- 
coming proprietors of ſuch an hall, the petitioners, With great 
humility, ſubmit to the wiſdom of this Houſe, whether, for the 
following reaſons, they are not a body which the nature of the 
meaſure muſt peculiarly exclude: Dealers by wholeſale, and few 
m number, they could at any time eſtabliſh monopoly, create 
artificial ſcarcity, and augment the price of moſt; if not all, the 
neceſſary articles; property muſt create influence, and intereſt 
would put that influence into exertion to prevent any application 
to a foreign market ; no competition could be attempted, and the 
public muſt labour under oppreſſion; beſide, the druggiſt muſt 
ſurniſh his cuſtomers with goods of ſound and merchantable 
quality; give him influence over the hall, the refufe of his ware- 
room will be poured into its ſtores, and an hall on ſuch a princi- 
ple muſt become the inſtrument of extortion, and a market of 
deceit. The petitioners alſo humbly remind the Houſe that 
their plan is ſimilar to that on which the London hall was foun- 
ded, a meaſure the utility of which has been for years ackuow- 
tedged; and conſequently proves that what their prudence dictates, 
long experience ſanctions to the higheſt. As toſuch parts of the 
bill which the petitioners had the honor to lay before the late - 
Houſe of Commons, reſpecting neceſſary regulations for the con- 
ducting the buſineſs of an apothecary in the city of Dublin, the 
are fully confident few arguments are neceſſary to convince the Houſe 
that the welfare and happineſs of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs muſt mate- 
rially depend upon the ſame being carriedonunderthemoſt wiſe and 
neceſſary reſtrictions. Under ſuch a conviction the petitioners prede- 
ceſſors in the twentieth year of the reign of his late moſt gracious Ma- 
jeſty King George the Second, at a very great expenſe, obtained his 
royal charter, incorporating them and their ſucceſlors to be one 
body politic and corporate in matter, deed and name, by the name 
of maſter, wardens and commonalty of the art or myſtery of 
apothecaries of the city of Dublin; by which charter ſaid corpo- 
ration were nat only empowered, but alſo totally required, to ſetz 
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down in what order and manner the ſaid maſter, wardens and 
eommonaity of the ſaid corporation, and others exerciſing the 
ſaid art of apothecaries within the ſaid city and liberties thereof, 
ſhould demean and behave themſelves in all and ſingular matters, 
cauſes and things touching and concerning the ſaid art or myſtery ; 
from whence it :s evident that the deſign of the charter was to 
give a regulating and controuling power to the corporation, oyer- 
all other: practiſing the art within the city of Dublin and liberties 
thereof, but the petitioners find it 1unpoſſible for them to carry the 
ood intention of the charter into execution without the aid of 
arliament; and at the ſame time that they beſeech the Houſe to 
inveſt them with ample 2 for the purpoſe, they beg leave to 
appeal to their juſtice whether beſtowing ſuch authority on any, 
os the petitioners, would not be to entrench on their corporate 
capacity, and to puniſh men, ever loyal to their King and obedi- 
entto the laws of their country, with the loſs of their deareſt rights, 
the loſs of franchiſe and the deprivation of their charter, and 
therefore praying relief. . 


TE OkrDEreD, | 
That the ſaid perition Fe referred to the committee appointed 
to enquire into the _ ſtate of pharmacy, and the neceſſity of 
eſtabliſhing an apothecaries hall in the city of Dublin. 

The order of the day being called for, which was for the Houſe 
going into a Committee on the adjourned reſolution that the ex- 
ceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors is highly injurious to the health 
and morals of the people, . 


Mr. LaToucnue moved that the order be diſcharged, and that 
it do ſtand for ro-morrow—-which, aiter ſnort obſervations from 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir Henry Cavendiſh, and 
Mr. Grattan, was agreed to. | 


Mr. Gzoxce PonsonsBy now roſe to make his promiſed mo- 
tion.—He began with obſerving that it could not have eſcaped 
the recollection of gentlemen, that in the laſt Parliament ſeveral 
reſolutions were brought fo: ward reſpecting a certain number of 
offices being created, and which were all — on Members 
of that Parliament. He had the honour, he ſaid, of bringing 
forward a queſtion on that head, and ſome other reſolutions to the 
ſame effect had been brought forward by gentlemen with whom 
he then acted, with whom he now acts, and with whom he hopes 
he ſhall ever continue to act. He recollected that in the debate 
on theſe queſtions, it was argued, that thoſe officers were created 
for the purpoſe of diſpatching, with greater facility, the public 

uſineſs. He recollected that it was then aſſerted, that it was 
neceſſary to create officers for the purpoſe of giving influence to 
government, and for the purpoſe ot deſtroying a conſtitutional 
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oppoſition. The opinion he entertained then was, and the opini- 
on he entertains now is, that all the arguments which were made 
aſe of in favour of the creation ot thele new offices, were ſuch 
as he conſidered only with a view to impoſe on the public. He 
Haid that the creation of theſe new offices, was for the purpoſe 
of conquering, by means of the crown, all oppoſition to an exiſt- 
ing adminiſtration. In this country, he ſaid, there was no ſuck 
thing as a ſpecific appropriation of the public money. There 
was no ſuch thing as ſpecifie ſums voted by Parliament for ſpecific 
urpoſes ; in this country there was no ſuch thing as a civil ſuit, 
Here the crown enjoys the power of drawing from the treaſury 
whatever ſuns it thinks proper, and it is in the power of the 
Crown to create offices. 7 was owing to this prerogative of the 
Crown, that we have ſeen new offices created, and obſolete and 
fone cure ones raiſed into notice and conſequence, and the holders 
of them deriving great emoluments from them, which ſhould be 
conſidered as receiving bounties from the Crown. He obſerved, 
that among the number of officers who have received additional 
falaries for thoſe 20 years paſt, there was not one who was not a 
Member of the Houſe of Coninions: the fyſtem adopted, was to 
obtain influence ſuperior to every oppoſition in Parliament, and 
in the nation—and the motive for granting additional ſalaries, 
and creating new offices, was for the — of creating an in- 
fluence in the Houſe of Commons. T'his country knows no ſuch 
thing as a controul on the general prerogative of the Crown; 
there is no act of Parliament in this country for limiting penſions 
in this country there is no place-bill—in England it is otherwiſe ; 
there, every ſum granted by Parliament is appropriated to parti- 
cular purpoſes ; there, the Crown is limitted by law from grant- 
in * beyond a ſtipulated amount ;—and there, perſons 
holding places or employments, are excluded from fitting in Par- 
liament, are excluded from fitting in Parliament. He obſerved, 
that when thoſe queſtions were agitated in the laſt Parliament, 
we were told, that the creatin of new offices was not addin 
any influence whatever to the — nor that the beſtowing a 
place on a Member of Parliament had any ſort of influence 
on bis parliamentary conduct. By agreeing to the motion which 
he ſhould have the honour to ſubmit to the conſideration of the 
Houſe, gentlemen will ſanctify that argument.—He continued to 
obſerve, that the number of offices created by the Marquis of 
Buckingham. amounted to faurteen—two additional commiſſioners 
of Revenue were appointed—the hoards of ſtamps and accounts 
were ſeparated, additional ſalaries granted to the holders of 
feveral offices. If theſe offices have been created for public utility 
and advantage, there can be no ſort of oppoſition to the motion; 
but if the motion ſhould be reſiſted by the other fide of the Houſe, 
it will ſhew the Adminiſtration of this country is afraid that theſe 
offices were created, not on the ground of -public utility, but for 
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the purpoſe of creating parliamentary influence. He concluded 
with moving, That a felect Comuntree be appointed, conſiſting 
of Meinbers of that Houſe not holding any employment, or en- 
joying any penſion under the Crown, to examine whether any, or 
what advantages have ariſen to this kingdom from the appoint- 
ment of two additional Commiſſioners of the Revenue ;—from the 
ſeparation of the board of ſtamps and accounts; — from the granting 
500]. a year additional ſalary to the Surveyor of the Ordnance; 
250l. additional ſalary to the principal Store-keeper of the Ord- 
nance ; 250l. a year to the Clerk of the Ordnance ;—200l. a year 
additional ſalary to the Clerk of the Delivery of the Ordnance; 
6ool. a year penſion to General Hale, in lieu of his reſigning his 
employment of Lieutenant General of the Ordnance, in order to 
fa-1litate the ſueceſſion of the prefent poſſeſſor; 400l. a year ad- 
ditional ſalary to the Clerk of the Pipe ;—4ool. a year additional 
ſalary tothe Cuſtomer of Kinſale ;—and 150l. a year additional 
falary to the Barrack-maſter of Dublin; and that they do report 
their opinion thereon to the Houle. 5 


Mr. GRAT TAN ſeconded the motion. 


The CHAaNCcError of THE EXCHEQUER oppoſed the motion, 
and ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman could not imagine that the Houſe 
would be very likely to adopt a motion unprecedented in the an- 
nals of Parliament, that they would form a Committee excluding 
a reſpectable number of their members from an opportunity of 
Going their duty therein, and thereby caſting, by infinuation, a 
charge on thoſe gentlemen, that they ought not to be truſted in 
2 diſcharge of that duty which the people had confided to 
them. 

In the laſt Parliament, when a queſtion to this effect was brought 
forward, gentlemen in the ſpirit of prophecy had foretold the 
doleful conſequences that muſt en'ue from the ſyſtem adopted by 
government; it was ſtated as a ſyſtem to overthrow Oppoſition by 
the influence of the Crown—to deluge the land with corruption 
to overthrow liberty, and enſlave the people ; yet none of theſe 
dreadful conſequences had enſued: Oppoſition, he believed, 
would be found pretty much as it was: 1 e Crown would not be. 
found to have committed any a& of ere power; on the con- 
trary, every attention to the welfare of the people would be ſeen. 
and the country would appear proſperous and happy. 

It was true, indeed, that thoſe prophecies, ariſing from exceſs 
of public zeal, had been delivered with great energy, but little 
reaſon; they had been preceded by no enquiry; men of great ge- 
nus and ability ſcorn the vulgar drudgery of reaſoning upon facts, 

that is a mode too contemptible—it ſhews no talents—diſcovers 
nothing eccentric ;—but as the Honſe has already decided on this 
queſtion, would it not ſhew ſome degree of. invention, rather to 
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offer a new ſubject, than revivean old one? Or, are we to expect 
the reſuſcitation of all the queſtions which died in the laſt Parli- 
ment? If ſo, I cannot help wiſhing for a rule to put an end to 
wexatious ſuits. 
Sir, I have heard nothing now on this ſubject that has not been 
faid before, and fully refured. It is aflerted, that we have not 
the ſame check over the expenditure of the public money that the 
Parliament ot England has, becauſe it is not here appropriated to 
| Tpecific objects. ir, we have a controul full as eſtectual. Do 
we not every year call for every paper relative to every expenſe? 
- can we not check that expenſe, or even cenſure any proſuſion that 
may a ? . 
* do not think it very parliamentary to complicate a num- 
ber of ſubjects in one general propoſition ; every propoſition made 
to the Houſe ſhould be ſimple and plain; in a complicated motion 
part may be true, and part falſe; the fair way is therefore to ex- 
amine each part by itſelf. If the merits of the perſons in queſtion 
were duly weighed, it is certain that they would not be found 
one whit too much rewarded ; neither would it be ſuſpected that 
their employments rendered them at all incompetent to the faith- 
ful diſcharge of their duty to their conſtituents ; but it could not, 
he ſaid, be ſuppoſed, that the Houſe ſhould enter on ſuch enquiry 
by a reſolution containing a groſs infinuation—that the Crown had 
abuſed its patronage, and that Parliament had loſt its propriety. 


Mr. STa»LEs—The Right Hon. Baronet ſeems to argue, as 
if the Houſe was called upon to caſt a cenſure on the gentlemen 
who hold new places. I really think that the reſolution will give 
gentlemen an opportunity of ſhewing their merits, and the ſer- 
vices they have done to the country; and this, inſtead of cenſure, 
will earn them applauſe. | - 


Sir EDWAARD NewENHAM, ſaid, he ſuppoſed every mem- 
ber had read that ſublime rhapſody lately wrote to aſperſe 
the virtuous National Aſſembly of France; yet the author of that 
pamphlet arraigned the Britiſh Miniſter for increaſing the influence 
of « 8 Crown. He told the people of England that the influence 
of the Crown was too great, and ought to be diminiſhed. He 
carried his poiut.—See what a glorious revolution has taken place 
in another kingdom, owing to the oppreſſions which the Miniſter 
heaped on the wretched eople. e adviſed Miniſters here to 
turn that ſubject in their thoughts, and not reſiſt the wiſhes of a 
whole nation. | : 

The queſtion was now called for. On the Speaker putting the 
queſtion, the Houſe divided—when the numbers were 

For the motion _ — — 56 


Againſt ĩt — — — 117 


”- — 
Wy — 


Majority againſt the motion — 61 
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Tellers for the ayes, Mr. George Ponſonby and Mr. Staples. 
Tellers for the noes, Lord Delvin, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. This being diſpoſed of. 


Mr. Georce PoxsoxBv ſaid, I have been always told, and 
1 do firmly believe, that there are none ſo blind as thoſe who will 
not ſee; and I am ſorry to perceive fo many blind men of that deſ- 
cription on the other fide of the Houſe. 

1 have been often told, and I did believe it in general, that 
there was no man ſo poſitive in his opinion as a bigot in religion. 
But may not a bigot in politics, be alſo as poſitive, and from the 
ſame cauſe - that ” allows his faith to controul his reaſon: I am 
ſorry to perceive ſo many political bigots on the other fide. 

I he motion that I had the honour to make to you Sir, being 
now diſpoſed of, I ſhall make you another. That a Committee 
ebe appointed, conſiſting of members of this Houſe, who do not 
« hold place or penſion, to enquire and report theft opinion, what 
« advantage the public have received from the appointment of two 
„additional commiſſioners to the board of revenue.” 

I make this motion, Sir, becauſe I have heard wiſe men in 
Parliament fay, that you ought not to complicate queſtions, but 
direct your enquiry to a ſingle point; as in a complicated queſtion, 
part might be true, and part might be falſe. | 
I Ido this, becauſe, tho not quite ſo apt a ſcholar as I ought to 
be, I am not quite inſenſible to the prongs of wiſe men in Par- 


hament, eſpecially at the moment 1 am ſmarting under the cor- 
rection of the Houſe, | 


The SoL1icirox GENERAL replied, he thanked his honour- 
able and learned friend, for the compliment he was pleaſed to pay 
to his ſide of thè houſe, and the political blindneſs he was pleaſed 
to inipute to him; he was ſorry he could not compliment him on 
the — of his ſight; for he feared, he ſaw thro? a preju- 
diced medium. He denied the Hon. Gentleman's aſſertion, that, 
the free agency of gentlemen's own conſtitutional principles were 
at all influenced by the conſiderations of office, either in or out 
of Parliament; and he appealed to the Hon. Gentleman, if one 
of his neareſt connections, had not on a late occaſion, experienced 
the warmeſt ſupport from a revenue intereſt, wholly uninflu- 
enced by the conſideration of official fituation. He was perſuad- 
ed there was ſomething in the people of this country ſuperior ta 
the contract of office, where friendſhip was to be called into action. 
He thought the principle of the queſtion now propoſed, had been 

rgued and refuted already, and he concluded by moving the queſ- 
tion of adjournment, ; = 


Mr. Gxarran—l did expect, Sir, that the entlemen on the 
other fide, inſtead of letting the motion of my Hon. Friend paſs 
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in ſilence, would have ſtated the benefits which aroſe to this coun- 
try from the creation of the offices which are the object of the 
motion. I did expect that the benefits ariſing from the new Coni- 
miſſioners would have been ſtated—the benefits from enereaſed ſa- 
Hries, the benefits from a ſinecure allowance of 5ool. to Gen. 
Hale. Theſe benefits, if there be any, I hoped would have been 
ſtated - but inſtcad ot theſe, I ſee the flag of corruption raiſed b 
Adminiſtration to ſupport the new places l ſee them defend thoſe 
places, not by argument of utility, but by a majority—by a ma- 
Jority which the people conſider as a band of traitors, purchaſed 
by the money of the people to betray the intereſts of the people. 
'This majority has grown under the moſt ſuſpicious circumſtances. 
Have you forgot the denunciation that as it had coſt Admir.iſtra- 
tion half a million to purchaſe one ariſtocracy, ſo it would coſt 
them another half inilſion to batter down the preſent, to batter 

down an ariſtocracy, mixed with the democracy, fighting for their 
| common liberti&, tor their common intereſts—fighting for a Place 
Bill, a Penſion Bill, &c. &c. &c. When was there an adminiſtra- 
tion daring enough to make ſuch a declaration as this in an Engliſh 
Parliament? When have you heard a Miniſter there threaten the 
nation with an expenſe, to ſubdue the ſpirit of the nation. 

Another ſuſpicious circumſtance attends your majority—Have 

you forgotten the unguarded acknowledgments in the laſt ſeſſion, 
that theſe offices were neceſſary to ſupport the influence and cor- 
ruption of adminiſtration. The unprudence of the man who 
made this acknowledgment has been cenſured, but his veracity 
and his candour you cannot queſtion. | 

Have you forgotten too in the ſame ſeſſion the blank aftoniſh- 
ment with ts the men whom I charged with corruption looked 
on each other, unable and aſhamed to refute the charge? When 
at the cloſe of the ſame ſeſſion, an Hon. Friend near me called 
on you to concurin an addreſs to the throne, ſtatingand remonſtra- 
ting againſt this baſe and ſhameleſs proſtitution of power, you 
were told come into a committee—it was the cloſe of the ſeſſion. 
We accept the challenge—Here we are now ready to go into this 
Conimittee Why do you ſhrink from it? 9 85 

We are told our predictions were falſe—1 oy whatever we pre- 
dicted of thoſe offices were fulflled— 1 deny that it was ever ſaid, 
the influence given to the Miniſter by theſe offices would overturn 
the conſtitution in a ſingle ſeſſion. It was not ſaid that the crea- 
tion of fourteen places which add but 28 votes to the Minifter 
would ſubvert iminediately the liberties of the country - but it 
was faid that this influence would be exerted againſt the intereſt 
of the people—the occurrences of this night are full proof that 
the prediction was true. 


The PRIME SexjEanT was happy to obſerve, that though the 
preſent aduuniſtration had now exiſted fourteen months, there 
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was no complaints againſt their conduct, but the whole accuſa- 


tion was thrown on the Marquis of K.. Hon. 
Friend's motion went to the appointment of a Committee, of En- 
quiry, conſiſting of members who do not hold places or penſions 
under Government. If he would add, and members—who never 
had, never aſked, and never expected to have places under Go- 
vernment—he would have no objection to ſupport kim. For his 
own part, he was not averſe to enter into the diſcuſſion propoſed 
by his Hon. Friend; and he went into a defence of the ſe- 
veral appointments, which he contended were highly judicious 
and praiſe-worthy; he diſdained all idea of influencing his con- 


duct from othc1al conſiderations, and concluded by his hearty ſup- 


port to the queſtion of adjournment. 


Sir HxRCULES LAN GRISHE ſaid, if he had held any doubt 
of one fundemental point of the Chriſtian faith to wit, the Re- 
ſurrection of the Spirits - the preſent queſtion would certainly 
convince him. He thought the lubject had been dead and buried 
long ſince; but ſince its ipirit was now riten, he would beg leave 
to ſpeak to it. He conſidered the prefent motion as part and parcel | 
of the ſubject, which had been o fully and repeatedly canvaſſed 
ar the concluſion of the laſt Parliament; and the beſt mode of 
putting the Houſe in poſſeſſion of every argument on the ſubject, 
would be to move, that the Freeman's Journal and Evening Poſt 
of the laſt winter be laid upon the table for peruſal of the mem- 
bers. He defended the encreaſe of public officers, and was cer- 
rain the reports of the lait year, which were laid on the table, 
would fully juſtify his aflertion. The revenue had encreaſed in 
the laſt year 38,0001. and the expenſe of collecting had decreaſed 
12,000]. . He therefore thought that a net gain of 50,000]. was 
no mark of unprudence in management. He admitted, that cer- 
tainly the influence of offices had ſometimes weight with men's 
votes in Parliament; yet he denied that in any vote eſſential to 
the conſtitutional intereſt of this country, the Parliament had cver 
deſerted her. Gentlemen complained of the great expenſes 
government, and all was charged to the creation of unneceſlary 
offices; there were ot het new. offices created, of which gentlemen 
had taken no notice—they were offices of Lime and Stone, The 

= 4 in thoſe enormous new wings, on 
which ſo much of the public money had taken flight, had very 
conſiderably ſwelled rhe public expenſe; but he hoped this was 
not to be charged to the extravagance of adminiſtration.. It might 
be neceſlary to erect cloud clapp d towers,. gorgeous palaces, and 
even ſolemn temples, but he was ſure it was neither preſumptugus, 
nor pious, nor juſt to charge adminiſtration with exceſs on that 
ech. 4 bf hrs! nde gu ARA. * 
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theſe offices ſhould not be aboliſhed, becauſe they have not done 
the mifchief which was prediQed they would do, they have not 
ſtrengthened the hand of government to beat down all oppoſition 
in Parliament. Do gentlemen who make this aſfertion forget, 
that in 1789, a penſion bill paſſed this Houſe ? and do they for- 
get, that the next year it was oppoſed by the very men who ſup- 
ported it in 1789? Do they forget this—and if they do nor, 
will they ſay, that if the places which were beſtowed upon the 
members of this Honſe, in the interval between the two ſeſſions, 
had no influence in altering the'r opinions? 

It is ſaid, Sir, that thele offices, and this augmentation'of ſa- 
hries is neceſſary ; to enquire whether they be neceſſary or not, 
is the object of the reſolution if they be neceſſary, why ſhould 
gentlemen fear to bave them examined ? 

Sir, there is upon your journals a ſolemn deciſion, that ſeven 
commiſſioners are ſufficient: Wonid it not then have been de- 
cent to have laid before the Houſe, the reaſons which induced 
the Lord Lieutenant ro increaſe the number, and to have raken 
the ſenſe of Parliament thereon? But 'this, like all meaſures of 
corruption, was carried on in ſecret. The mark of an honeſt mea- 
ſure is its open and undiſguiſed publicity; but this was carried 
on in diſguiſe, and promulgated in words of ambiguity. 

Great credit has been taken by the friends of Lord Bucking- 
ham, for his conduct relative to the ordnance, for his addreſs in 
detecting frauds, and his wiſdom in applying remedies ; but how 
Have the public benefited ? Did he reftore the money recovered 
to the public? No; he ſtopped it in its tranſit to the Exchequer, 
and Ghar Fe reſcued from peculation, he applied to the pur- 
poſes of corruption. | 


Mr. Coxar ſaid, it . appear extraordinary if he did nof 
riſe to give an anſwer to ſome part of what had fallen from the 
Hon. Gentleman. The gentleman had indeed admitted, he was 
not perſonally concerned ; yet, as the part he bore in the tran- 
TaQon, and the office he had held in the ordnance might be ſup- 
poſed to affect his judgment, he could not be ſilent. 

The Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that the penſion bill had been 
rejected after the creation of the new places, by all the gentle- 
_ _ whom they were beſtowed, and who had ſupported that 
. ol ore. * - | 


Mr. Pongs! did not ſay every man; but 1 ſaid, many, 
— that government acquired additional ſtrength by the creation 


Mr Coxny.—T ſland up equally to deny both his fact and his 
principle. I had the honour to ſupport that bill before I held 
an office ;- I have had the honour to ſupport it ſince, and ever 


* 


— 


will ſupport it. What then becomes of the gentleman's argu- 
ment ? He muſt either give up his fact or his principle—I think 
they are both untenable. As to the office of commiſſioner, the 
entleman knows well it was not created for me; that if I choſe 
\ might long ago have had it but that I refuſed it, and I would 
rather have remained at the ordnance. 
- As tv the ordnance, it would indeed be a baſe deſertion of Lord 
Buckingham, now that his back is turned, were I not to defend 
his conduct here. The gentleman ſays, that money, recovered 
from peculation, was ſtopped in its tranſit to the Excheqer, and 
applied to the purpoles of corruption, Does the gentleman mean 
literally what he ſays? If he does, he betrays an ignorance that 
I am ſorry ſhould appear in this Aſſembly. Sir, there was no 
money ſtopped in its tranſit; the cataſtrophe of the unfortunate 
perſon who had been guilty of the peculation, prevented the mo- 
ney from being recovered. 

It was the intention of Lord Buckingham to put the ordnance 
office in the hands of gentlemen of probity and character, that 
the nation might at all times be ſecure of having an efficient ord- 
nance, and that there might be no further apprehenſion of pecu- 
lation: This obliged him to raiſe the ſalaries which before were 
certainly too low, and gave a pretence for receiving perquiſites, 
which became the cover for frauds Sir, the late Surveyor Ge- 
neral threatened government that if he was not adequately paid, 
he would leave the kingdom; and they were obliged to give him 
the place of a commiſſioner at the barrack board, as a ſinecure, 
to make good the deficiency of ſalary at the ordnance. 

Lord Buckingham, who was reſolved to put the office on a pro- 
per footing, and reſtore it to vigour, found that in fourteen years, 
(for the books before that period were not to be found) a ſum of 
no leſs than 70,0001. in three articles only, had been embezzled 
from the public; and had it been poſſible to recover the books of 
the office before the period mentioned, or to detect a number of 
frauds under the doo of 2 I doubt not that a much 
| ang peculation would be diſcovered. After this, will any man 

ay, that Lord Buckingham does not deſerve the higheſt applauſe 
for reſcuing the office out of the hands in which it was, and pla- 
eing it under the direction of men of character? | | 

Sir, I do not forget what paſſed upon this queſtion laſt year, when 
gentlemen on the other ſide were earneſtly requeſted to enter into 
an enquiry, which they declined. | I do not forget that they were 
then forward to hazard the ſame kind of expreſſions which they 
have uſed this day, and which met with the ſame refutation. 
Neither do I forget the high and boaſtful terms in which they 
then vaunted themſelves, ** That they ee. excluſively the 
confidence of the nation, that the people had no confidence in 
miniſters.“ 1 remember, y_ muſt all remember how their 

*- 
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voice reverberated from thoſe wall: - you muſt all remember them 
calling on the people, and ſending through all the prints invita- 
tions to them to ihe w their confidence by tome manifeitation. I 
aſk you now, from what part of the country ha: their voice re- 
echoed ? By what public act have the people maniteſted their 
confidence in thuſc gentlemen ? I remember their words in the laſt 
year Lou are going now to be refunded into the common maſs 
of the people who ſent you here, and they will judge whether 
you have been vigilant in attending to their intereit, or whe- 
ther, like unfaithful guards, you have flept upon your poſt.” 
We have been retunded back to the people; and what have the 
people done, and how are we to judge ot their opinions? the 
great and populous counties have returiued the perſons who admi- 
niiter the principal departments of the ſtate: who will ſay, that 
the confidence ot the people is not with the government? For one 
In au humble ſtation, I have the happineſs to feel the opinion of 
a great and reſpectable trading town moſt decidedly in my favour. 
I can therefore never ſubmit to hear gentlemen vaunt in high 
terms, that they alone poſſeſs the confidence of the nation. 


Mr. STanLyY began by ſaying, that as this was the firſt time 
He had ever riſen to {peak in that Houle, he truſted it would not be 
conſidered affeftation in him when he acknowledged the very 
ſtrong and paĩinſul emotions of difſidence and apprehenſion which 
operated upon his mind, when he entreated the kind indulgence 
of the Houſe; but really the very extraordinary nature of the mo- 
tion propoſed the very ungracious manner in which it was 
brought forward, and the very unſeaſonable time at which it was 
preſſed, would not allow him, conſiſtent with his own feelings, 
to paſs it over in ſilence. Indeed from the very ſolemn and oſten- 
ratious manner in which the meaſure was denounced—(as he was 
but a young member) he was almoſt led to ſuppoſe that ſome great 
public calamity impended over the nation; that the liberty and 
property of the ſubject were about to be buried in the ſame grave 
with the independence of Parliament; and that the fatal period at 
which a great political writer has propheſied the diſſolution of the 
conſtitution had arrived; but yet when he heard the very feeble 
manner in which the motion had been attempted to be ſupported 
that night, and when he recolleQed the abilities and judgment of 
the Hon. Mover, he cquld not prevail upon dinſelf to believe 
that that Right Hon Gentleman had introduced the preſent mo- 
tion from any conviction ariſing in his own: mind of rhe neceſſity 
of thoſe meaſures, or of the reality of thoſe abuſes upon which 
they were ſuppoſed to be founded. He ſaid, that he well knew 
the Hon. Gentleman was a very — — member of a cer- 
tain political ſchool, whofe avowed object was to ſtruggle for 

wer, and to embarraſs the adminiſtration of the country; but 

was inclined to believe that the Hon. Gentleman had been 
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prevailed upon to introduce the preſent meaſures, the avowed 
maxims of that body, in compliance with their wiſhes, and in 
obedience to their dictates; and though he ſaid he was ſatisfied 
that many members of that body were adorned with every pri- 
vate virtue which dignify human nature, yet the public were too 
weil acquainted with the political lives of many of them to place 
any very implic't faith in the new characters they aſſumed, or to 
have any great confidence in the ſyttein they propoſcd tor their 
ſecurity. £2 | 

He Laid, that as the meaſures propoſed were unneceſlary, ſo 
they were highly unſeaſonable. He ſaid, that when he firſt en- 
tercd the walls of that Houſe on the coinmencement ot the pre- 
{ſent ſcthon, he felt a mixture of pleaſure and admiration when he 
beheid the bright and happy ſcenes of national honour and domeſ- 
tic proſperity that every where preſented themclves to his view; 
he heard the glad and happy ridings of our deliverance from the 
calamities and expenſes of foreign war anounced from the Throne, 
and new ſources of wealth and enterprize opened to the Empire; 
he ſaw the heads and the hgarts of adminiſt ration united to facili- 
tate commerce and promote the eaſe of the inerchants ; he ſaw the 
country in poſſeſſion of unlimited conftitution and commerce, and 
the Right Hon. Secretary enibracing. with laudable and honour- 
able zeal, every meaſure that could be ſuggeſted to promote the 
advantages of civil ſociety, and to improve the health, morals, 
and domeftic economy of the country. 

Whilſt he was contemplating with pleaſure on theſe riſing glo- 
ries of the nation, he was not a little ſurpriſed to ſee Jen: — 
of great talents ſtep forward to tear thole laurels of popularit 
from the brows of the Right Hon. Gentleman which he had 
juſtly won, and draw the moſt hideous, deformed, and aggrava- 
ted picture of adininiſtration (under which we enjoy ſo many bleſ- 
ſings) which their querulous eloquence, aided by a moſt arbitrary 
dominion aſlumed over facts, was capable of exhibiting. They en- 
tertained the Houle with the farago of every topic which was agi- 
tated in parliamentary debate in the former ſeſſion, the oldeſt com- 

laints were hauled out of the duſt with which time and negle& 

ad covered them ; arguments ten times repeated, ten times an- 
{wered, and ten times refuted, were here repeated, and all the old 
common-plJace abuſe of the Marquis of Buckingham's meaſures were 
here retailed again and again in the ſame tone with which they 
bave drawled through columns of newſpapers and niagazines for 
two years patt : F x, part, he had not the honour of a ſeat in 
this Houſe during his adininiftration—nor did he feel it neceſſary 
for him to enter into a particular defence of that adminiſtration 
þut he would venture to ſay, that from the knowledge he had been 
able to acquire of the principles of that noble Marquis, he was 
convinced that an honeſt xeal to prevent peculation in office, and 
a firm reſolution to promote efficiency in the different departments 
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of the ſtate, at the nſe of onal odium, were the leadin 
features of his 5 mw | | a 
He ſaid, with reſpect to the ſpecific meaſures of dividing the 
board of ſtamps and accounts, and the additional commiſſianers of 
the revenue, he maintained they were legal in the crown, in- 
noxious to the ſtate, and neceſſary for the public advantage. If 
the ge ntleman would take the trouble to look into the patent cre- 
ating the commiſſionersof accounts—into the act of 23d and 24th 
of George III. which truſts to their care all the parliamentary 
accounts, and the guardianſhip of above half a million a year, and 
into. the elaborate rts made by theſe commiſſioners, ever 
ſeſſion, they will find the public amply compenſated for the 3 
Beſides the union of the two offices of ſtamps and accounts was 
impoſſible and abſurd; and when it is conſidered that by the Stamp 
act Lord Buckingham had a power of appointing an indefinite 
number of commiſſioners in that department, and that by the acts 
of Cuſtoms and Exciſe he had a power of appointing five addi- 
tional commiſſioners of the revenue inſtead of two—and that in 
the adminiſtration of Lord Townſhend they were actually in- 
creaſed to TWELVE, he thought the Marquis of Buckingham ra- 
ther deſerved the thanks of the Houſe for his moderation, than 
their cenſure for profuſion. He ſhewed that from the very great 
increaſe of buſineſs devolved on the commiſſioners of the revenue, 
the appointments were not only of great public utility, but abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. He ſaid, much had been ſaid of the influence 
of the crown in that Houſe; for his part, he could not perceive 
that it had ſwelled to ſuch a gigantic ſize in this country as to 
threaten deſolation to the ſtate, or deſtruction to the conſtitution: 
On the contrary, experience has thewn that there 1s patriotiſm 
and honour enough in the Iriſh Senate to prove that office and 
virtue are not incompatible, and that the honours of the crown 
are held by a noble and more dignificd tenure in this country than 
that of betraying thoſe ſacred truſts, and deſtroying that conſti- 
tution which they are peculiarly ee to guard and to pro- 
tect. It had been argued in Great Britain, and in this Houſe by 
the Whigs of that day, on the queſtion of the regency, that a 
certain degree of influence was neceſſary to give life, vigour and 
energy to Monarchy; For his part, he would not have recourſe 
to that argument; bnt he would remind the Houſe, that upon 
the queſtion of our commercial rights in 1779—1782 na influence 
of = crown was able to {mother the voice of Parliament; and 
upon the queſtion of the regency that influence had rather decrea- 
ſed in this kingdom. He begged pardon of the Houſe for treſ- 
paſſing ſo long on its patience; and he concluded with adviſin 
the Gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe, if they really wiſhe 
to promote the good of the country or to obtain any credit with 
the people, to unite with adminiftration, men of the firſt cha- 
ratter, in forwarding thoſe great objects which they had under: 
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taken, and not to diſturb the public repoſe by a detail of _— 


nary evils, exiſting only in ſpeculation, and which were to | 
found no where except in the diſtempered brains of vitiated and 
tactious minds, | | 


Mr. SrE HREN MooRE ſaid, Iriſe in conſequence of an inti- 
mation thrown out by the learned Gentleman, that hizyſelf and 
Co. intend to entertain the Houle with all the exploded queſtions 
ot the laſt Parliament. Ihe Hon. Gentleman has thought fit 
to advert to ſome doctrines which he ſays were then promulgated, 
and aſſures the Houſe he will continue ſo to do. Now | have too 

ood an opinion of the Gentleman, to ſuppoſe he would famili- 
ariſe himſelf to them: I rather think that this ſame declaration 
of his is a bait thrown out to provoke ſomething new ; for when 
J recollect that during the whole of the laſt — entleien on 
that ſide had nothing elſe to ſpeak upon, I hope — at this 
fide will not give thein any new matter for declamat ion, but allow 
them to draw from their own ſource, and then their ſtock will 
ſoon be exhauſted; for if we are to judge by the paſt, we muſt 
ſuppoſe them ſterile indeed. 

Sir, I cannot avoid thinking that their conduct in looking for a 
grievance ſo far back as Lord Buckingham's time and bringing it 
now forward in all the ſad parade of woe, is ſomething like the 
conduct of the people of Ilium, who ſent deputies to condole 
with the Emperor Tiberius, for the loſs of His ſon, two years 
after his death. The Emperor thanked them, and ſaid, he alſo 
condoled with them for the loſs of He&or, who, he underſtood, 
had been a very valiant Captain; and I think the conduct of the 
gentlemen this night, can m_ be juſtified by their going back and 
1nveſtigating the propriety of all the places that ever were created. 

Sir, as to their real intention, which is to try their ſtrength, 
and feel the pulſe of a new Parliament, the diviſion which” has 
taken place, will ſhew them how much they are miſtaken; they 
ſhould have come better prepared with matter and with argument, 
if they expected the ſupport of country gentlemen. A gentle- 
man has, indeed, very humanely and with infinite tenderneſs, 
warned the new members of this Parliament how they chuſe their 


path; but I look upon thoſe new members to be 3 in the 
place of the people to whom gentlemen on that ſi 


e have ſo often 
appealed, and whoſe confidence they have ſo vauntingly declared 
that they alone poſſeſs; and as I have upon all occaſions thundered 


in their ears, that the people had no confidence in them, ſo I 


truſt that the new members will, as the people have ſhewn them, 
that they are not convinced — their no arguments, and that they 
have no faith in their profeſſions. BEE 
Sir, I am ſurpriſed at the exceſſive ſterility of their genius, after 
raiſing the expeQation of the public mind as high as they could, 
by puffs and notices, they have not been able to bring forward 
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either a meaſure of importance, or an argument to ſupport one. 
I would therefore adviſe them, the next time they call upon the 
attention of the Houſe, as they are incapable of ſubjects of weight, 
to try what they can do with ſubjects of amuſement. 


Mr. PonsomBY—On the firſt motion I had the honour to pro- 
poſe, the gentlemen on the other ſide obſErved a filence ſo pro- 
found, as to preclude debate. On this latter, though not quite 
ſo filent, yet by the motion of adjournment which the Hon. Gon 
tleman has made, it is obvious they defign on this alſo, if poſſible, 
$0 avoid a diſcuſſion of the meaſures they defend—and were it not 
for the uncommon energy of my Right Hon. Friend, they would 
have been as filent as if they had ſeen a ghoſt indeed. 

What has been urged in oppoſition to this motion, Sir, it wilt 
not require much time to an{wer—lI ſhall therefore briefly anſwer 
the different objections that have been made to it. And firſt, Sir, 
a Right Hon. Gentleman has told you, that it is idle to object to 
the creation of thoſe offices, becauſe no man could be influenced 
by any office to concur in any meaſure efſentially injurious to the 
conſtitution. It is well, Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman has 
qualified his aſſertion. But Sir, it would be right in the Right 
Hon. Gentleman to define what he means by this qualifying word 
Fanal, or is every man left to explain it as he pleaſes ? If ſo, 

e may oppoſe a good meaſure, becauſe the loſs of it may not be 
eſſentially injurious to the country—aud he may ſupport a bad 
meaſure, and ſay it is not eſſentially hurtful. | 

The Right Hon. Gentleman is * 8 too, to hear thoſe 

ueſtions again brought forward, which were agitated in the laſt 
2 There are upwards of eighty menibers in this Parliament, 
Sir, who were not in the laſt. Now, Sir, I ſhould ſuppoſe that 
every one of thoſe gentlemen, if they do not pin their falch to the 
fleeve of the late Parliament, would be glad to hear the argu- 
ments on which thoſe deciſions of that Parliament were ſounded. 
But, Sir, I will encreaſe the ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman—I will inform him that be ſhall not only 
hear this queſtion agitated again and again, but he ſhall hear 
every queſtion, which ES laſt ſeſſion, was bronght forward 
dy me, or the Right Hon. Gentleman with whom 1 a&, with 
whom I have ever ated, and with whom J ever ſhall at—they 
Foncern meaſures on which 1 have ſet my heart, and which! ſhall 
never relinquiſh but with life. 

1 have heard men in, oppoſition, Sir, very clamorous againſt 
places—T have heard men profeſs much public ſpirit, when actu- 
ated only by principles of prong intereſt and I have ſeen thoſe 
very men, Sir, accept of places, who were moſt claniorous againſt 
them—and accept places not in the moſt honourable circumſtances. 
I have thus, Sir, ſeen Hypocriſy ſtript of its garb, and expoſed 
to public contempt, in its native deformity, —The gentlemen with 
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hom I have now the honour to act, are, I hope, incapable of 


ſuch dereliction of every honourable principle; I hope they are alſo 
united, and will never relinquiſh the purſuit of thoſe great mea- 
ſures they have adopted, till they are finally attained. 

It has been aſſerted, Sir, that if the influence of Adminiſtra- 
tion has encreaſed, ſo has alſo the ſpirit, the influence, and the in- 
telligence of the people. Where is the proof of this? Does the 
_ Gentleman mean to prove the encreaſed ſpirit of the people, 

y their expreſſions and their conduct in thoſe aſſemblies, which 
on other occaſions he denominates idle tumults, ſeditious cabals, 
or deluded meetings. If he does, Sir, he is inconſiſtent with 
himſelf—if he does not, where elſe will he dire& us to look for 
their encreaſed wiſdom or ſpirit ? 0 . "oh 

Another Hon. Gentleman has aſked, ſhall all expenſes of buil- 
ding, &c. be charged to the account of Government ? Sir, we 
do not charge expenſe of this kind, as the expenſe of corruption; 


but if in this inſtance, or any other, the public money is impro- 


perly applied, it is certainly Adminiſtration alone who are charge- 
able with it. We, Sir, have not the command of the public 
money they are the men who diſpoſe the treaſure of the nation, 
they therefore are the men who are reſpoſible for very item of 
expenditure, whether it be for gorgeous palaces, for cloud cla 
towers, or thoſe enormous wings on which ſo much of the public 
wealth is ſaid to have taken its flight. 

An Hon. Member has ſaid, that he would rather not have ac- 
cepred the office he holds - perbaps ſo—the Hon. Gentleman muſt 
then have thought that there was ſomething peculiarly diſgraceful 
in the creation of that office. 4 5 

The ſame Hon. Member has ſaid that tis Adminiſtration is 
not chargeable with the creation of thoſe offices—No! but they 
are chargeable with the continuation of them—they are yet too 
young for ſuch flagrant offences no doubt, their maturer age 
will emulate their daring of the predeceſſor. 

The Hon. Member has talked of flippant and of confident aſ- 
ſertion. I ſay, Sir, that no aſſertion was niade which the event 
has not verified. It was aſſerted that the confidence of the people 
was with us. Has not the iſſue of the yu election, to which 
the Hon. Member appeals, proved it 1o ?—Look to the nume- 
rous, the honourable, majority by which a Right Hon. Gentleman 
near me, has been returned for your metropolis, in oppoſition to 
all the wiles and all the influence, and all the threats of Admi- 
niſtration. Where ſhall we look for an inſtance more ſtriking— 
a proof more ſtrong of unbounded confidence? 

But look, ſays the Hon. Member, to the Treaſury-Bench— 
Tee the Financier returned to you by the people—ſee the firſt 
Commiſſioner ot the Revenue returned to you by the people— 
and ſee, ſays the Hon. Member, the encreaſe which the Trea- 
jury Bench has received of another gentleman in office, returned 
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by the people. —Good God, Sir, has the Han. Gentleman forgot 
in a few thort months that one part of the ſyſtem which we are 
bound to oppoſe is the poweroi Revenue-officers to return to this 
Houſe the men to whom their ſituation neceſſarily ſubjects them. 
The return then pf a fiiſt Commiſſioner is, to be ſure, a convinc- 
ing argument that the Admiuiſtrarion of this country are 1n full 
fleſſion of the confidence of the public. And the return of the 
hancellor of the Exchequer—a man whoſe office gives him no 
influence at all—is, no doubt, an unanſwerable argument that 
influence of office has no operation in this country, and that con- 
ſequently the encreaſe of offices cannot be an evil. 
be young Members who had not the very great happineſs af 
hearing the many and moſt excellent arguments which were urged 
by the gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houle in defence of 
thoſe offices during the laſt ſeſſion have not, I think, much 
reaſon to regret that circumſtance, hearing as they do the no leſs 
able reaſoning of the ſame gentlemen in their favour to-night. 
I will tate for them, Sir, the ſum of that reaſoning. In the 
year 1789 a Viceroy of this country being rather in an enibar- 
raſſed ſituation —hav ing been cenſured by this Houſe—which 
cenſure is yet to be ſeen upon your journals deviſed a very in- 
nious way to extricate himſelf, and if nat to reconcile to him 
Vis Houſe and the public, at leaſt to raiſe himſelf above its an- 
ger—it was the creation of 14 PLACES, all of which he beſ- 
towed upon members of Parliament; by this ſtep, though to be 
ſure places, &c. can have no influence on the minds of Gen- 
tlemen who fit within theſe walls, yet it ſome how or other 
happened, by this ſtep, I ſay, that he effected a change in his fa- 
vour. Still the meaſure is cenſured as tending to pracure a cor- 
rupt ſupport—the defence now ſet up for them is that we haye 
not ſhewed them to be uſe/e/s. Good God, Sir, ought nat they 
to ſhew that they are uſeful? N 
But, ſays the Hon. Gentleman, I will give Gentlemen ground 
to argue againſt this motion, by relating the utility of the charges 
in the ordnance. For me, Sir, I would moſt ſcrupulouſly avoid 
mentioning the Marquis of Buckingham; but I muſt ſay, that 
whatever may be the merit of his arrangements, his adminiſtra- 
tion was peculiarly happy in finding out tha ſingular ability of gen- 
tlemen in the Houſe af Conimons I ſhall nat nupeach the ability 
or the virtue of thoſe gentlemen, but I think it would be prudent 
not to lay too much weight on arguments founded thereon. The 
doctrine itſelf, _— true it may be, muſt be unpleaſant to the 
nation at large, ſince it inſinuates that of all the individuals it con- 
tains there are only about 300 that are at all capable of diſcharg- 
ing the duties of a comman office. As to the ſtatement of the 
ſavings, &c. in the ordnance, which the Hon. Gentleman has 
ſaid was effected by the Marquis's regulations, I ſhall only ſay, 
that whateyer ſavings may have taken place, they are inviſible 
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ones—for the expenſe of that department continues as great as ever 
it was. 

By the queſtion of adjournment which you have now before 
you, Sir, I plainly ſee that it is the intention of Adminiſtration 
to reſt not on argument or reaſoning for'a defence of theſe mea- 
ſures, but on what the corruption and influence we war againſt 
has procured them—namely DEAD MAJORITIES. Yet, Sir, this 
ſhall not deter us. Whether this be their plan, or not, we ſhall 
certainly bring forward in the courſe of the ſeſſion every one of 
thoſe meaſures which were agitated laſt ſeſſion, though without 
effect. f 
The queſtion of adjournment being put, there appeared, 
| - AYES — — 132 

Noes — — 72 
Tellers for the Ayes, - Mr. Stanley and Mr. Moore. 
For the Noes, —Mr. Ponſonby, and Mr. Forbes. 


* 
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FRIDAY, FEERUARY 4, 1791. 


A petition from Sir Henry Hartſtonge, Bt. complaining of an 
undue election and return for the county of Limerick, was pre- 
ſented and read. 

Ordered that ſaid petition be taken into conſideration on the 
11th of April. | | 8 | 

A petition of Thomas Macabe and William Pearſe, of Belfaſt, 
was preſented by Mr. John O' Neil to the Houſe and read; ſet- 
ting forth, that the petitioners have by long ſtudy, great labour, 
and at conſiderable expenſe, invented and brought to per- 
tection a loom for weaving linen and cotton, whereby the 
weaver will be enabled to do double the quantity of work in the 
ſame time as he now can, and with greater eaſe to himſelf ; that 
it has been aſcertained by experiment, that not only double the 
quantity can be done in the ſame time, but that the quality of the 
cotton woven in the new loon is in all reſpeQs equal, and that 
of the linen ſuperior, in the moſt eſſential part of the manu- 
facture, the ſtraitneſs and evenneſs of the ſelvage, which is 
much better preſerved in the petitioners loom than it can be in 
the loom now in uſe, inaſmuch as in the one caſe it is produced 
by machinery, which, depending on mechanical principles, can- 
not vary, and in the other, by the manual dexterity of the artiſt, 
which it is impoſlible ſhould be at all times equally correct; that 
the petitioners are not without hopes of being able to extend their 
plan to ſeveral other fabrics beſides the linen and cotton, but 
not having yet aſcertained the fact, they do not feel themſelves 
warranted in advancing to the Houſe any thing but what has been 


— 
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eſtabliſhed by trial; that the petitioners loom Is extremely ſun- 


ple in its conſtruction, not liable to go out of order, and eaſily 
Tepaired that it poſſeſſes ſome other eſſential advantages which 
the petitioners cannot now explain, but which will maniteſt them- 
ſelves on an inſpection of the machine, and that its price will 
little exceed that of a loom on the preſent conſtruction; that in 
conſideration of the premiſes, and of the great advantages which 
may reſult to the nation from the general uſe of the petitioners 
1 humbly hope that the Houſe may be pleaſed to 
t then ſuch pecuniary reward, or other aid, as to their wil- 
om may ſeem adequate, in which cate they are ready to verify 
the allegations in this petition, to publiſh their invention, and to 
explain the principle thereof, ſo as that it may be brought into 
general uſe among the manufacturers in this kingdom. 
Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the conſide- 
ration of 'a Committee. 
And a Committee was appointed accordingly. 


Mr. KeatinG moved for an account of the non- effective ariny 


eſtabliſhment, on the 24th June, 1790. 


Mr. Cook roſe to inform the Hon, Gentleman that there was 
no ſuch eſtabliſhment. 


Mr. KzaTiNG ſaid, he feared he had not properly worded the 
motion—but he would now move for an account ot the actual 
numbers on the military eſtabliſhment. His reaſon was, that 
there was a charge of 20, oool. tor raiſing 4,029 men. He wiſhed 
to know whether they were only the full complement of men on 
the eſtablithment, or an extra number raiſed on account of the 
late preparations ?—QOrdcred. 


Mr. Foxzzs moved for an account of the number of men draft- 
ed for foreign ſervice during the late preparations, and the ſums 
allowed by Great Britain for levy money. 


Mr. Cook informed the Hon. Gentleman that no money had 
been received for ſuch a purpoſe. | 


Mr. Foxses ſaid, the words of his motion were allowed 
by”—not received | 


Mr. Coox ſaid, certainly no money was received from Great 
Britain for the late levies; the ſpirit and liberality of this country 
had induced Parliament to vote 200,000]. to aſſiſt the exertians 
of Great Britain; of this money 20,000]. had been paid for rg- 
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cruiting the army; and it would remain with the Houſe to ap- 
prove or diſapprove the expenditure. Formerly, whenever men 
were taken away England paid for them; but in the preſent caſe 
the Houſe had voted the money for this ſpecific purpoſe, 200,000]. 
had been voted, 50,0001. only had been expended; and it was 
for the Houſe to decide, whether after paſſing a vote which did 
them ſo much honour—a vote to contribute to the common de- 
fence of the empire—they would think it right to call upon Eng- 
land to pay thoſe very expenſes for which they had engaged 
themſelves? But he had never known when regiments were called 
away, any levy money allowed by England. | 


Nr. Foxes defired the Clerk might read in the journals for 
the year 1768, in the report of a Committee on that ſubject, a 
charge of 51. per man paid by Great Britain for raiſing a num- 
ber or men in this kingdom. ; 


Mr. Cook ſaid, that might have been the arrangement at that 
time, but it was not now the caſe, the practice now was, when- 
ever a regiment on this eſtabliſhment was drafted from the king- 
dom, nothing was paid; but when it was neceſſary to make up 
the complement of a regiment, ſums of money was paid by Great 
Britain for that purpoſe, ii the regiment was recruited in Ireland, 
and by Ireland if recruitcd in England; but if the Hon. Gen- 
tleman choſe, he unght move a — to have them charged 
to Great Britain. 


Mr. ForsBes ſaid, the ſum of money, which was ſomewhat 
about 3,000l. was not ſa much the object of his motion, as the 
precedent. ? 


The CHancELLoR or The Excyequren ſaid, that on the 
appearance of the war, Great Britain had given bounties to men, 
until the liberaliry of the Iriſh Parliament had voted 290,000]. as 
a fund for that purpoſe, of which not quite 50,0001. had been ex- 
pended; and it would he very unequal indeed, if Great Britain 


were to ſuſtain the whole expence, and Ireland obtain a ſhare in 


the advantage. 


; 1 
mr 


Mr. SecxeTarY Hos ſaid, that if the Houſe had not 
voted a ſum of money for ſupporting the war, England muſt 
certainly have boriie the whole expenſe ; but when Parliament 

ad entruſted Government with 200,000]. for that purpoſe, Go- 
vernment had employed it as far as was neceſſary for the honour 
and advantage of the country. ä 5 


Mr. Bu«ne roſe to ſubmit to the Hon. Mover one obſerva- 
tion; Whether it would not be more for the honour of the country, 
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and to his own honour, to withdraw his motion? In the laſt 
war Ireland was, through inability, obliged to ſubmit to the hu- 
miliation of receiving 20,0001. from Great Britain to raiſe men, 
and as that was ſo degrading a circumſtance to the kingdom, he 
hoped the Gentlemen would not perſiſt in his motion, and call 
it again to recollection. | 


Mr. GRAT Trax ſaid, it was not a motion to diſapprove of the 
expenditure, but only to examine into the account. 


Mr. Foxses ſaid his main object was, that the ſums of money 
in queſtion, might become the ſubje& of parliamentary diſcuſſion, 
and in order to explain his meaning, he moved for an account of 

all ſums of money received at the treaſury, as levy- money from 
Great Britain. Ordered. 


Mr. Packenham preſented ſome of the Ordnance Accounts, 
which were read and laid on the table. - 


Mr. HosAxr informed the Houſe, that he had a meſſage to 
deliver from his Majeſty, which he read, the Members being all 
uncovered : 


« GEORGE R. 


% His Majeſty returns his thanks to his faithful Commons of 
Ireland for their dutiful and loyal addreſs. 

„ His Majeſty receives as a mark of their attachment and 
loyalty, their expreſſions of condolence for the loſs which his 
Majeſty has ſuſtained in his family. He derives the greateſt 
fatisfaQtion from the ſentiments which they expreſs on the ſub- 
je& of the late differences with the Court of Spain, now ſo 
happily terminated, as well as from their aſſurances of thoſe 
exertions, which by maintaining the tranquillity, and advanc- 
ing the wealth and credit of his Majeſty's people of Ireland, 
will moſt effeQtually meet his Majeſty's earneſt wiſhes for their 


oſperity and happineſs. 
proiperity PP G. R= 


The CnaxczLLoR or THE ExCHEQUER moved, that his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage be entered on the Journals. 
Ordered. 


Alſo, that an Addreſs of Thanks be preſented to his Majeſty 
for his moſt 10us meſſage.—Ordered. 

The Houle reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
on the ſubjeC of the exceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors. 2 


Mr. D. Latouche, in the Chair. 


179 - PAT tit 


Mr. GAT TAN ſaid; that ſince the ſubje& now under the con- 
ſideration of the Committee, had been agitated in Parliament, he 
had received from country gentlemen; and from merchants, ſeve- 
ral letters replete with ſound ſenfe and good advice. One thing 
in particular ſeemed to alarm them, as a meaſure that might de- 
feat its own intention; the ſtrong terms of the ſecond reſolution 
he had the henour to ſubmit to the Committee. He was ready to 

adopt any precaution that could tend to that purpoſe; and there- 
fore he Boped for the aſſiſtance of every man who regarded the 
public welfare. | | 

Another part of his plan, which had excited apprehenſion was, 
that if the magiſtrates of the quarter ſeſſions only, were to be con- 
cerned in granting licenſe, it was poſſible the buſineſs might be 
done in an indolent manner; ſufficient enquiry night not be made 
into the character of perſons applying for ſuch licenſe, and thereby 
the evi] complained of would ſtill continue. To remedy this in- 
convenience, he propoſed that the ſeſſions ſhould grant on the 
certificate of two neighbouring inagiſtrates, and that when they 
thought proper to refuſe their certificate, they ſhould be obliged 
to aſſign to the quarter ſeſſions their reaſon for ſuch refuſal. 


Mr. Bus nE propoſed to amend the ſecond reſolution as fol- 
lows, which being agreed to by Mr. Grattan paſſed unanimouſly ; 

To remedy 0 evil; it would be adviſeable to impoſe ſuch 
duties and make ſuch regulations as may prevent the exceſſive 
uſe of ſpiritous liquor among the lower order of the people.” 

Mr. Buthe then propoſed to conſolidate the 3d, 4th, and 5th, 
offered by Mr. Grattan into one, preſerving the meaning, but 
changing the terms. OE - 

That it would greatly contribute to reſtrain the exceſſive 
uſe of ſpirirous liquors, if the number of perſons retailing the 
fame was greatly diminiſhed if licenſes were reſtrained to 
houſes of a certain deſcription ; and if farthor powers were 
granted to the magiſtrates, reſpecting the licencing of them, 
and the puniſhment of perſons ſelling without licence.” 

After a ſhort converſation this reſolution was alſo agreed to, 

The next was, That deciſive advantages ſhould be given to 
the 3 over the diftilleries.” —T his alſo paſſed unani- 
ouſly, | | | 

The next reſolution was. | a 

Reſolved, I hat for this purpoſe it is expedient that the du- 
ties on malt liquors be diminiſhed, and that the breweries be 
relieved from the feſtriftion which at prefent encumber them.” 

This was objected to by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Buſhe, and Sir Henry Cavendiſh; on the ground that it went to 
point out ſpecific meaſures, which could only belong to a com- 
mittee of ways and means, when the avowed objects of the reſo- 


* in the firſt outſet, ſeem only to lay dewn general prinei- 
ples, | 
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The SterAK RR thought the preceding reſolution fully ſufficient 
to h the general intention of the committee, without any 
neceſſity for the laſt propoſed one; to give the breweries a decided 
preference over the diſtilleries was confeſſedly the object deſired, 
and this was fully and comprehenſively expreſſed in the reſolution 
which had paſſed. If, however, the reſolution was thought ne- 
— he would propoſe a modification that ſhould free it from 
the objection of being too ſpecific; it was, 

ee That this encouragement be given to the brewe- 
ries over the diflilleries in the article of duty.” To this, after 
fome converſation, was propoſed an amendment, by which the 
motion ſtood.” 

And reſolved, Tha: this encouragement be given by regula- 
tions in the duties, to ſecure decided preference to the brewe- 
« ries over the diſtilleries; in which form it paſſed. | 

The ninth regulation, which went to the exemption of all malt 
liquors from exciſe, and laying a moderate duty on malt. 


Mr. GraTTanN aflented to withdraw, and reſerve for the con- 
ſideration of the committee of ways and means. 

But the tenth regulation, which requires, for the preventing 
the clandeſtine ſale of ſpirits, that juſtices of the peace do return 
to the quarter ſeſſions, an account of all houſes ſelling ſpirits 
clandeſtinely, and have a power of committing and punithing in 
a ſummary way, all ſuch perſons; 

And the eleventh regulation, which recommends the appoint- 
ment of a committee to fit on the opening of the next ſeſſion of 
Parliament, to take theſe regulations into their further conſidera- 
non 

Paſſed unanimouſly—and the Houſe having reſumed, it was 
ordered that the report be received to-morrow. 


— ITY EY} TAS ano 


— —— 


| Saruapay, FeBrUARY 5, 1791. | 


A petition of James Greer, and other eleQors of the borough 
of Downpatrick, complaining of an undue election and return tor 
that borough, was preſented, and ordered to be taken into conſi- 
deration, on the 2d of March. | whe 


The Houſe, according to order, being called over, proceeded 
to draw by lot, as directed by act of Parliament, a Committee for 
trying the Trim election. The following gentlemen were the 


mittee: YT ET. 
D. B. Daly, Eſq. - Walter Butler, Eſq. K 
ohn T 1 EI. Sir J. S. Hamilton, bart. 
illiam Blackney, Eſq. John Staples, Eſq, 
| Charles Oſborne, Eſq. Arthur Bradſhaw, - Eſq. 
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Rt. Hon. Henry King, Sir J. I. Cotter, 
Rt. Hon. James Cuffe, Hon. A. C. Hamilton, 
Ch. Stanley Monk, Eſq. P. Smith, Eſq. 


Rr. Hon. G. Ogle, 
They were {worn at the table, and then adjourned to one of 
the rooms appropriated to the purpoſe of trying elections. 


Mr. D. LAroucn brought up the report of the committee of 
the whole Houſe, to whoa it was referred to take into conſider- 
ation the reſolution, that the exceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors 
was highly injurious to the health and morals of the people, alſo 
the reſolutions which the committee had directed him to report to 
the Houſe, which he read in his place, and atter delivered in at 
the table, where the ſame were read, and agreed to nem. con. by 
the Houſe, and are as follow : 0 

1. Reſolved That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the principal caule of the exceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors is the 
low price thereof. 

2. Reſolved— That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
to remedy ſaid evil, it is adviſeable to impoſe ſuch duty or duties, 
and niake ſuch regulations as may prevent the exceſſive conſump- 
tion of ſpiritous liquors among the lower orders of the people. 

3. Reſolved— I hat it is the opinion of this committee, that it 
would contribute to reſtrain the exceſſive uſe of ſpiritous liquors, 
if the number of perſons retailing the ſame were greatly dimt- 
nithed ; if licenſes ſhould be confined to houſes of a certain de- 
ſcription, and if excluſive powers were granted to the magiſtrac 
as to the granting of ax} a and ſurther powers as to the ub. 
penſion ot them, and the puniſhment of perſons who may ſell 
without licenſe. | 

4. Reſol ved That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it would tend to diminith the conſumtion of ſpiritous liquors if 
conſiderable encouragement were given to the brewery, and there- 
lore it is adviſeable to adopt ſuch regulations as may afford the 
brewery deciſive advantages. | 

5. Reſolved—Thar it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſaid advantages ſhould eſtabliſn a decided preference in point 
of duty in favour of the brewery over the diſtillery, and leave 
the brewer free from certain reſtrictions now affecting the brew- 
ery. 


The SoL1citor Gene RAIL preſented a petition of the inha- 
bitants and traders of the town of Clonmel, whaſe names are 
thereunto ſubſcribed ; which was read, ſetting forth, that the na- 
vigation of the river Suir, between the towns of Carrick and 
Clonmel, has of late years been much impeded and rendered dif- 
_ by 3 ruinous ſtate of the EB along rhe banks of the 

oL, XI. 
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river, all of which ſaid track-way is ſituate in the county of Tip- 
perary at the ſide ot ſaid river, and theretore praying that a pro- 
viſion may be made by law to enable the grand juries ot the county 
of Tipperary at their aſſizes from time to time to preſent compe- 
tent ſums ſor the repair thereof. 

He repreſented in the moſt convincing manner the neceſſity of 
complying with the prayer of this petition; the vaſt utility that 
muſt be derived from improving the navigation of a river flowing 
through the moſt fertile counties in Ireland, and by which more 
corn was exported than by any other river in the kingdom. He 
obſerved, that in the laſt Parliament an hon. friend of his (Mr. 
Stephen Moore) a gentleman whole weight and conſequence in 
the country had deeply intereſted him in its proſperity, had made 
an effort to obtain the objeR of the preſent petition, which, from 
ſome circumſtances had then failed; but as trade, particularly 
that in corn, was every day becoming more extenſive, national 
objects were every day better underttood —he was induced to 
hope that the wiſdom of the Houſe would induce them to comply 
with the prayer of the petition; and he begged the hon. gen- 
tleman (Mr. Moore) who had taken ſuch laudable pains formerly, 
would now lend him his aſſiſtance. 

The petition was received ;—and | | 
- The Solicitor General then moved for leave to bring in a bill 
to enable the ſeveral grand juries of this kingdom at their generat 
aſſizes, to preſent competent ſums for the repair and making of 
track-ways to navigable rivers, and other inland navigations with- 
in their reſpective counties. | 

Leave was given, and the Solicitor General and Mr. Stephen 
Moore were ordered to prepare the ſame. 


The CHanceLLoOR oy THE ExCcHEQUER moved, that the 
Houſe do, on Monday, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to take into conſideration the ſupply granted to his Majeſty ; 
as alſo his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech. 

Which reſolution having paſſed—the Houſe adjourned. 


— — 


Monpay, FEBRUAR Y 7, 1791. 


The Houſe being called over, proceeded to elect by lot, a com- 
mittee to try the merits of the county of Dublin election, when 
the following gentlemen were elected: 


F. Leigh, Ef, | Edward King, Eſq. 

Sir S. Smyth, bart. Sir John Freke, bart. 
Stephen Moore, Eſq. William Browne, Eſq. 
Arthur French, Eſq. , you Blenerhaſſet, wy 
Hon. Nath, Clements, dm. Henry Pery, Eſq. 
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Hon. Henry Skeffington, Hon. Hugh Howard, and 
Lord Creighton, H. Wood, Eſq. 
Arthur O'Connor, Eſq. 


Mr. GrxaTTAN moved | 

That the encreaſe ot the Revenues applicable to the ſervice of 
Government, ſince the grant of the ne taxes has, after deduc- 
ting all draw backs and bounties, produced 763, 86l. which en- 
creaſe is at an average, 153,0col. per ann. From hence he drew 
two concluſions—1iſt, that the encreaſe ot bounty had not con- 
ſumed the encreaſe of revenue—zdly, that the nation had per- 
formed her engagement. 

His 2d reſolution was, that notwithſtanding ſaid encreaſe, the 
annual expenſe exceeded the annual income 1 17,000]. 

In order to account for that exceſs, he propoſed the following 
reſolutions: | | 
That the charge for the civil eſtabliſhment, on a compariſon 
with 1784, had encreaſed in five years 125,000]. 

That the encreaſes on the exceeding of concordatum, had, on 
a compariſon with 1784, amounted, 1n the courſe of five years, 
10 95,0001. 

fe obſerved, that the charge for civil eſtabliſhment, was al- 
moſt entirely the expenſe of Government. Ir certainly did not 
contain any charge for any of thoſe articles which were ſaid to 
ſwell the public account, namely, public buildings and parlia- 
mentary grants. 

He oblerved, that the principal part of the encreaſe, under 
the civil eſtabliſhment, was penſions, which were not only the ex- 
penſe of Government, but the moſt criminal part of its charges. 

He further obſerved, that of thoſe penſions, whoſe encreaſe 
had ſo ſwelled the civil liſt, two only had been on the addreſs of 
this Houſe. 

He obſerved, with reſpect to the 95, oo0l. encreaſe under the 
head of concordatum, that the principal part of that was charge- 
able to the expenſe of the Park and the ornamenting the Caſtle he 
meant, he ſaid, the licentious fooleries that took place moſtly in 
the years 86 and 87 for Park and Caſtle—and which were not only 
the expenſes of Government, bur their crimes, undefended and 
laughed at by themſelves. | 

The next reſolution he mentioned, related to the growth of the 
expenſe of collecting the revenue diſtinQ from any other charge 
with which in the public account, management of revenue is com- 
plicated—diftin& from drawback, from bounties, from fees on 
bounties, from light-houſes, from quarentine, &c.—The reſolu- 
tion he ſhould move was, | 

That the encreaſes of the expenſes of collecting the hereditary 
revenue additional duties and ſtamps, on a comparative with 1784, 
amounted, in five years, to W ; 

| © 
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That the ſum total of theſe encreaſes ainount to a ſum exceed- 
ding 400,000]. being the encreale only of the collection of the re- 
venue, the exceedings on concordatum, and the charge for the 
civil eſtabliſhment that is the expenſes of Governien:. 

1 hat the charge for the military eltabliſhment had in the laſt 
five years, on a comparative view with 1784, encreaſed 443,000. 
but he did not bring that into account, becauſe part of the troops 
in 1784 were not on the eſtabiithment; for the ſame reaſon he 
did not bring into compariſon the King's letters on which there 
had been a decreaſe of 200,000]. owing to the ceaſing of ſome of 
thoſe public works or charges which were {aid to caule the ſwell 
on the face of the public accounts. In 1784 there were 70,000]. 
charges of that kind—charges for the Geneveſe —charges tor the 
purchaſe of a houſe for the Lord Lieutenant under the addreſs of 
this Houſe—a charge alſo for Mr. Brooke. Ir is remarkable that 
the head of charge in the public accounts which principally con- 
rains thoſe items tor thoſe public works, alledged to enereaſe your 
expenſes, has decreaſed ſince 1784. 

In order to form an idea of the growth of the expenſe of the 
army and King's letter, Mr. Gratran ſaid he would recur, not to 
the charges of 1784, but the eſtimates of 1785, on the faith of 
which the new taxes were granted, and which did take in your 
whole military eftabliſhment, and thoſe other charges which ai- 
fect your civil eſtabliſhment, from the encreaſed number of your 
Judges—from your change to annual inſtead of biennial ſeſſions, 
and ſome other charges, the reſult of acts of Parliament. The 
reſolutions I have already ſtated give you the growth of expenſes in 
three articles, over and above the ſimilar charges for the year 1784. 
The reſolution I ſhall read to you give you the growth of the cx- 
penſes of Government over and above its own eſtimates, pi o- 
duced by the Minifter in 1785, with the faith of Government an- 
nexed.— Mr. Grattan propoſed, therefore, a reſolution: 

Refolved, that in 1785 certain eſtimates were produced, on the 
faith of which the new taxes were granted, and that the civil eſta- 
bliſhment was eſtimated at 185, oool.— that the encreaſe & ſaid 
Iiſt over and above ſaid eſtimate has in the courſe of five years 
amounted to 75,000]. | 

That the eſtimate of the exceedings on concordatum was 32,000]. 
and the encreaſe in five years over and above ſaid eſtiinates was 

cool. 

9 He ſaid that there was a decreaſe in King's letters on a compa- 
rative with 1784, in conſequence of a diminution of ſome public 
charges, 5 on a comparative of wo, A letters for the laſt five. 
years with the eſtimate of 1785, there has been an encreaſe which 
in the courſe of thoſe years amounts to above 30,000]. which en- 
creaſe is principally to be charged to the articles under the direc- 
gon of Government :—which was a ground for another reſolution ; 


That the encreaſe of King's letters over and above the eſtimate 
of 1785 was above 30, 00. : 
hat the eſtimate of the, nulitary eſtabliſhment in 1785 was 
' 509,000]. I habit is now in the public accounts for 1790, 535,000. 
but as ſome time elapſed aiter the eſtimate of 1785, before the full 
complement of men came into charge, the encreaſes on that liſt 
are but ſmall, they are leſs than 40,cool. The reſolution is, that 
the encreaſe of the charge tor the military eſtabliſhment amount 
in the five years to : bove 30,000]. above the eſtimate of 1785. 

1 he revenue collection of 1784, was the eſtimate of irs col- 
lection, when the new taxes were propoſed in 1785—rhar is the 
eſtimate of the net hereditary revenue waz formed in 1785, on the 
net hereditary revenue of 1784 and of courſe, on an implied eſti- 
mate of the expen'es to which it was then ſubjeCt; that is manage- 
ment, which, as far as relates to collection, hasencreaſed 202, oool. 
and this to the encreaſes of the expenſes of Government, above 
the eſtimate of 1785, on the faith of which the new taxes were 
granted, and the whole encreaſes amount to 423,009]. | 

The r« ſolution formed on theſe quantitie: is, that the encreaſes 
of the expenfes of Government in the collection of revenue, civil 
and military ettabliſhments, exceedings on concordatum, and King's 
letters, over and above the eſtimates on the faith the new taxes in 
1755 were granted, amount in five years to 432,000]. | 

There is another point of view in which I with to conſider this 
ſubject; ſee what is your annual encreaſe of expenſe for the year 
1790, over and above the eſtimates of 1985—it is as follows: 


Civil eſtabliſhment above ſaid eſtimate — 21,000 
Military — — 26,000 
Concordatum — — | 14,000 
Collection — — 54,000 
Total annual encreaſe above eſtimates of 1785, 115,000 


[ have already ſtated that the country had performed her cove- 
nant, and given the Government, clear of all drawback and bounty, 
15 J. l. per annum, encreaſe of revenue ſince 1785. 

t now appears Government has not perſormed her contract, but 
has exceeded ber own eſtimates, on faith of which the new taxes 
were granted, in the annual of 115,0001. ; from hence I draw two 
concluſions, the people have kept faith with Government, and 


that Government has broken faith with the people. 


The ChancerLLor or THE' ExcHeqQUER.—lf the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had done what he profeſſed ro be his intention, 
if he had gone into the m_ articles on which he has choſen to 
argue generally, he would not do what now, from miſconception 

he has done; E would not have drawn concluſions which do not 
flow from the premiſes. . 

Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman ſet out with a miſconception; 

and not ſatisfied with that, he has multiplied the original error 
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by five; and how has he argued? It is true, ſays the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, your expenſes have been augmented by buildings; 
and therefore, inſtead of giving you any credit for them, I will 
place them in the account againit you: 'Uhis he accordingly does, 
multiplying the expenſe by tive, dazzling your eyes by the magni- 
tude of his numbers, and omitting every article of decreaſed 
expenſe. The Right Hon. Gentleman knew very well that 
there was a very conſiderable decreaſe under the head of King's 
Letters. The account was in his hand, why did not he ſtate it? 

Are the buildings to be deemed a charge wholly imputable 
to Miniſters ? 

Are there no acts of Parliament which have increaſed the ex- 
penſes of Government? And did the Right Hon. Gentleman 
vote for them? | | 

Is the increaſed ſalary of the Lord Lieutenant and his Secre- 
tary, no additional expenſe ? 

Are the Judges ſalaries no expenſe ? 

Is the transfer of money from the various offices to the National 
Bank, and the compenſation to the various offices, no expenſe to 
Government? If the Right Hon. Gentleman aſſerts, that Go- 
vernment are bound not to encreaſe their expenſe beyond the eſ- 
timate, he ought not, by an act of Parliament. or of this Houſe, 
ro lay a weight of expenſe upon them : but if the Houſe has 
thrown ſuch a weight upon Government, and the Right Hon. 
Gentleman has multiplied it by five, how will it operate? Sir, 
almoſt the whole increaſe has been under act of Parliament, or 
votes of this Houſe ; the Houſe has repeatedly conſidered and 
approved it, though now the Right Hon. Gentleman chuſes to 
take a retroſpect of five years. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman has ſaid, that the concordatum 
has increated. Does he not know that the annual ſeſſions of Par- 
lament, the expenſes of which are paid from that fund (almoſt 
the greateſt benefit this country could receive) have increaſed 
the expenſe under the head of concordatum ? | | 

The Right Hon. Gentleman has afſerted, that when the new 
taxes were granted, government promiſed to live within its in- 
come; which was then augmented by a ſum of 140,000]. as eſti- 
mated : Now the truth and the fact is, that in the very firſt year 
the taxes fell ſhort of this eſtimate 34,000]. yet Parliament did 
not reſrain from loading Government with new expenſes, officers 
for paying fiſhery bounties, light-houſes, rewards for deſerters, 
expenſe of proſecuting and puniſhing iuſurgents, compenſation 
for: tobacco — quarantine (for it. Government exert them- 
ſelves to keep away the plague, they are blamed); theſe and 
many more, which I do not recollect, are expenſes thrown on 
Goyernment—nay, the very expenſe of collecting the eſtimated 
140,000]. is notrifle. But the officers which this has made ne- 
ceſſary, are not all—there are officers added for the eaſe and be · 
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neſit of the ſubject, otherwiſe the trade of this country, which 
was ſo wonderſully increaſed, could not be carried on with any 
facility. If then the trade of the country ha increaſed in a very 
great degree ; if, beſides what I have farce, Parliament has laid 
on Government other great expenteFarifing from the new arrange- 
ments of duties— for be aſſured, Sir, all new taxes are more ex- 
penfive in collecting thai old ones; if, in a word, buſineſs of the 
revenue is ten tines as great as it was When the eſtimate was 
made - hat becomes of Ss Hon. Gentleman's charge of corrup- 
tion? we 
Sir, inſtead of giving Government 1 53,000]. net as the Right 
Hon. Gentleman aſſerts, a very conſiderable ſum has been laid 
on the ſhoulders of Government, for which Parliament ſhould 
have provided. Let us look at the debt of the nation, which is 
the only unerring fa& by which we can judge of the prodigality 
or economy of the Government in the period mentioned: 

In 1784, the debt of the nation was — F£L£2,117,000 

In 1790, it was — — — 2,15 3.000 
making a difference of only 36, oool. in five years, or about ſe- 
ven thouſand pounds a year, inſtead of one hundred thouſand, 
as the Right Hon. Gentleman aſſerts. | 

It is certain, that if Parliament made any compact with Go- 
yerament, that Government ſhould net 140 ooo]. in addition to 
their income, conditioned that Government did not exceed that 
lum, Parliament was bound to give the money clear and unin- 
cumbered to Government ; if they have not done ſo, Govern- 
meat is entitled to call on the Houſe to make good the deficiency. 
But I will not take the advantage of the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
ſtatement ; I will not call upon the Houſe, though their faith is 
pledged ; no argument that I have heard this night, has weight 
enough to induce me; but I truſt that the Right Hon. Gentlenian, 
being convinced he has reaſoned from miſconception, upon miſ- 
taken facts, will, if he chuſes to purſue this ſubje&, confine him- 
ſelf to ſeparate articles, and examine each upon its own bottom. 

In the year 84, your bounties were 75,000]. ; in go they were 
181,000]. ; 97,000]. increaſe in that year. Sir, Iam not jealous 
of this I am exceedingly glad of it; but ſurely this money 
ought not to be charged to Government as a prodigal exceſs under 
the head of management, I will cloſe with this, if the Gen- 
tleman will ſhew that Government has netted any thing like 
140,000]. per annum, I will give up the point, and acknowled 
them in the wrong; but if, on the contrary, it ſhall appear that 
this Houſe has thrown expenſes on them which have abſorbed 
much the greater part of the taxes, then Government deſerve 
great praiſe for not laying on new taxes, and for not funding a 
debt, but depending upon the effect of thoſe very bounties which 
make them poor at preſent, to return by the increaſing proſperity 
of the country fifty fold what has been advanced; and therefore, 
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L beg of gentlemen not to be dazzled with the magnitude of figures, 
but recolle& how greatly the acts of this Houſe—and how greatly 
the proſperity ot the country have encreaſed public expenſe: For 
my part, it it be deemed criminal to promote the trade and agri- 
culture of the country, I hopEto be charged with that criminality 
in a much higher degree than I have yet been. | 
Iwill not ſay that it may not be awholeſome meaſure ſome timg 
to charge government with profuſion, even when economy has been 
practiſed, by way of an hint to let them know what they might 
expect if they were really profuſe ;—but this is moſt certain, that 
government could not ſpend what government did not receive— 
and that government has not run in debt we know ;—let not there- 
fore the public ſuppoſe, that this treaſure has been waſted. I 
have called, and 1 do again call upon gentlemen to produce any 
fact of prodigaliry—they have the accouurs before them they 
don't want diligence; One honourable gentleman (Mr. Forbes) 
has told us he ſpent ten hours a-day, for five days, in comparing 
tradefmens' receipts ; —if there was any error, furely ſo much in- 
duſtry muſt have diſcovered it.—l1 have therefore a right to infer 
that no ground of fact for any accuſation could be found—and if 
not, the Right Hon. Gentleman's reſolution does not ſtand war- 
ranted; therefore I move you to ſtrike out the words applicable to 
the ſervice of Government—and at the end of the reſolution add 
theſe words great part of which encreaſe being drawn back by the 
encreaſe of manugement, has not been — to the uſes of Go- 
ernment, a a a n ; # 


Mr. Masox moved the queſtion of adjournment. 


Mr. Bonn obſerved, that the Right Hon. Gentleman on the 
other ſide of the Houſe, took up or omitted different parts of the 
accounts, juſt as it ſuited his argument. At one time he charged 
the whole of the revenue, without deducting bounties or draw- 
backs to the expenſe of Government; and at another time, he 
deducted the bounties and drawbacks, and charged the remainder, 
with the expenfe of management, to their extravagance. 


Mr. GzaTTan faid, when I propoſed this reſolution, I took 
only the civil lift, the management of the revenue and concorda- 
tum.; and I took them, becauſe they are chiefly under the power 
of Miniſters: Part of theſe expenſes are jultifiahle, part are not. 
The nation, by a compact with Government, added 140, cool. 
per annum to the revenue. The management of this revenue is 
part of the buſineſs of Miniſters; and a part where they exerciſe 
their patronage. It ſhould have been with the Commiſſioners ; 
but Miniſters took it from them, and annexed the patronage of re- 
venue management: the part which oppreſſes the country, is the 
patronage of Government, not the jobbing of the Commiſſioners: 
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The letter of the Marquis of Buckingham, appointing two new 
Commitlioners, was not the act of the Revenue Board, but of Go- 
vernment; and are not Miniſters as reſponſible for that, as any 
other part of public buſineſs? 

Was the army of preventive officers en ployed to collect the 
Revenue? Was their formation the idea of the Commiſſioners of 
Adminiſtration? | 

Gentlemen talk of the New Cuſtom-houſe as an article of ex- 
penſe, and as the act of the nation. Was the plan of keeping two 
Commillioners in that Cuſtom-houſe, the act of the nation? Was 
the keeping even the Clerks of of thoſe Commiſſioners there, the 
act of the nation? , 

But, Gentlemen not only juſtify the encreaſe of 54,0001. the 
national expenſe—bur they even ſay, the nation is bound in ho- 
nour to make up the deficiency ; ſo you not only bargain with Go- 
vernment to add 140,000]. to the revenue, but beſides, that you 
juſt add 54,000]. or as much more as Government chuſe to ſquan- 
der it; It Government chuſe to make two new Commiſſioners of 
Revenue, you are bound in honour to make up the deficiency ; if 
Government chuſes to ſeparate the Board of Stamps and Accounts 

into two, in direct oppoſition to a reſolution of this Houſe, this 
Houſe is bound in honour to make up the deficiency; you give 
Government not only 140, oool. revenue, but an unlimited letter 
of credit for any expenſe, or any extravagance. 

Now as to the Civil Liſt—part of that Civil Liſt is the Penſion 
Liſt-the Penſion, Liſt is encreaſed 16,0001. per annum fince the 
year 1784 ill you juſtify that liſt? if you do, your conſcience 
muſt be hardened indeed, and that lift is the chief cauſe of the 
encreaſe on the Civil Liſt which you ſtood forth to juſtify - but I 
a: fo the criminality of the principal part of the Civil Ut. 
| You defend the charge of concordatum, when an enormous ſum. 
was in leſs thanfifteen months laid out in the fooleries of the Park: 
Some Gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe cried out againſt 
it—ſome of yourſelves were the firſt to object againſt it; yet now 
the charge of concordatum is defended. 

But gentlemen ſay the revenue is not chargeable to the Miniſters 
of the Crown; let the public be the judge. 

You ſay the Civil Lil is not gf mes tothe Miniſters of the 
Crown—l1 only ſay, let the public be the jndge. | | 
' The malt tax is alledged as an excuſe—thar tax muſt be indeed 
indefenſible, which not only produces ſcarcely 16,0001. per ann. 
net revenue, but proves an excule for the expenſe and extravagance 
of the Minifters of the Crown. | 

The Right Hon. Gentleman ſays, why do you ſpeak of the ex- 
pu of government ?—here are bounties—here are drawbacks, 
here is a Cuſtom houſe—here are public buildings: theſe are no 
the expenſes of government. Burt that Right Hon. Gentlemen 
does not ſay, here are two additional commiſſioners of revenue— 


* 
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here is a board of ſtamps, and a board of accounts,.—T heſe are 
the expenſes of government. 

It is ſaid, that theſe expenſes are approved of, and ſanctioned 
by Parliament; it might be {aid too, that the additional penſions 
had heen conſecrated by Parliament, becauſe gentlemen on that 
fide of the Houſe voted in their favour. Having ſaid ſo much, I 
fubmit an amendment to the motion. 


Mr. Busne obſerved, that the queſtion of adjournment, was 
the queſtion before the Houſe. | 


Dr. Bxowne ſaid, the faireſt way of calculating was to deduct, 
the charge of the eſtabliſhments, after deduQting bounties, &c. 
and by this ſtatement it would appear, that the national expenſe 
had exceedingly encreaſed ſince 1785. He proceeded to point 
out ſeveral articles of increaſed expenſe, and ſaid, that the go- 
vernment intended to make ule of thoſe expenſes as a pretence 
for demanding new taxes to make up the defalcation. 
But it is aſked, how government could ſpend ſo much money 
which they had not received, without contracting a new debt? One 
reaſon is, that government pays off the current exceedings of the year, 
by ſums ſtated to be balances in collector's hands, ſums which 
were formerly applied to the reduction of debt. Another is the 
alienation of the national dehr ; and another, the providing for 
the current expenſes of the year by a lottery—by a tax which de- 
ftroys the morals and happineſs of the people. As to the debt of 
the nation, has there been any of the principal yet paid off ? 
The interett has been reduced; but reducing the intereſt is very 
far from being ſo advantageous to the country as paying of the 
principal would be. | 


The ChanceLLor or THE ExcneQUER replied, I harldly 
know how to make an anſwer to ſuch an argument as that which 
the wy $0 Gentleman has adduced—that reducing the intereſt 
is a7 a great an advantage to the nation as paying off the priu- 
cipa | 


Isthere a man that hears me wha does not know that by re- 
ducing the intereſt of the national debr—the intereſt of money, 
in general, is reduced? Almoſt every ; ppc company in the 
kingdom has paid off its debt and borrowed money on low intereſt ; 
and if there ſhould be a ſudden demand for money, in caſe of a 
war, to borrow, it would be had at much eaſier rates than ever 
it could before. | | | 

That Gentleman, in the ſpirit of prophecy, has told us, that 
we intend to aſk for new taxes: I beg leave to aſſure that Gentle- 
man, that we have no ſuch intention. He has ſhewn certain 
ſuins of expenſe in the public accounts, but he has not ſhewn the 

_ criminality of thoſe expenſes. | 
It is ſaid that the civil liſt is merely a meaſure of govern- 
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ment but Gentlemen know that civil lift is (a great proportion 
of it at leaſt) under the direction of an act of Parliament; but 
when Gentlemen make only general attacks, and aſlert generally 
that the charges of whole eſtabliſhments are criminal, we muſt 
preſume they are juſtifiable until the contrary is proved. _ 

The Gentleman who ſpoke laſt has ſpoken of the balances in 
the colleQors hands, as uſed to pay off the intereſt of the national 
debt; but I beg leave to remind that Gentleman that thoſe balances 
are all atteſted by the collectors upon oath. 


Mr. GratTaw replied; and the queſtion of adjournment 
being put, it was carried without a diviſion, 


— - — 
TuzsDay, FEBRUARY 8, 1791. 


A Committee for trying the petition of Godfrey Greene and 
John Keily, Eſqrs. complaining of an undue election and return 
tor the borough of Dungarvan, was appointed in the uſual form, 
and ſworn at the table: The names of the committee are, 


T. Pakenham Vandeleur, Lord Jocelyn, 

Mau. Bagnal 8. Keatinge, A. Browne, 
Joſeph Edward Cooper, G. Montgomery, 

Ezek. Davis Wilſon, Hon. T. Knox, 

Hon. J. H. Hutchinſon, W. Leckey, 

Sir Edward Crofton, R. Graydon, 

F. Saunderſon, Edw. Fitzgerald, 


Petitions from James King, and ſeveral others, praying recom- 
penſes for their ſervices, were read, .and ordered to le on the 
table. . . 

A petition of the Meſt Noble John James, Marquis Abercorn, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read; 2 ſorth, that the pe- 
titioner finding that great advantages muſt ariſe to the country ad- 
jacent to the town of Strabane, and between that and the river 
Foyle, if a ſtill-water navigation were carried on and completed 
between thoſe two points, is willing to execute the ſame at the 
ſum which appears by the next eſtimate to be neceſlary, a plan of 
which navigation is hereunto alſo annexed, with the valuation of 
the ground to be purchaſed, and a ſchedule of the tolls propoſed 
to be taken upon ſaid navigation, provided that Parliament ſhall 
be pleaſed to grant the uſual bounty of one-third of the expendi- 
ture: and therefore praying a grant for ſuch bounty, and to permit 
a bill to paſs in the preſent ſeſſion for the completion of ſaid work 
upon the terms preſcribed by the act of Parliament appointing a 
fund for the purpoſe being duly complied with. 

The petition was referred to a committee. 


Sir Epwazp Cxorron preſented the report of the committee 


— 
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on the Arigna company's petition. He ſaid, that in conſequence 
of the power repoſed in that committee, oi examining evidence 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, they had examined upon vath fkilful 
miners who had been brought over from England to ſearch for 
coals; that thoſe perſons had ſworn that there was a fund of the 
very beſt coals on the ſpot, ſufficient to anſwer four more ſuch 
farnaces as the preſent, and an inexhauſtable fund of the very 
fineſt iron ore, which was -rai ed on the eaſieſt terms. He ſaid, 
the gentlemen who compoſed the company have already laid our 
24,0001. of their own property; and ſo ſtrongly did the county 
which he had the hunour to repreſent, fee] the advantages of their 
exertions, that it had recommended them to. his ſupport in Par- 
Lament in the warmeſt manner. | | 
The report was read, and laid on the table. ke 
A petition of the cotton manufacturers, whoſe names are there- 

unto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houle and read ; ſetting 
forth, that the cotton manufacture of Ireland has been very con- 
fiderably encreaſed and improved by the encouragement it has re- 
ceived from Parliament, and is yet capable of ſuch further exten- 
fon as not only to be fully adequate to the domeſtic conſumption, 
bur alſo to afford a very conſiderable ſurplus for exportation to 
foreign markets; that the great impediment to the rapid advance- 
ment of this manufacture is the want of ſufficient water machinery 
to produce the perfect ſpinuing neceſſary for the moſt valuable 
cotton fabricks, which obliges the Iriſh mnanufaQturers to import 
under a duty of near two-pence per pound, and many other diſ- 
advantages, the greater part of their fine cotton yarn, whereby 
this country is deprived of the moſt profttable part of the manu- 
facture that a liberal parliamentary encouragement for the erection 
of additional water machinery would in a ſhort time remove this 
impediment, and render this manufacture a great and extenſive 
ſoarce of population, wealth and national proſperity, and there- 
fore praying the Houſe to grant fuch further encouragement for 
the erection of water er for cotton ſpinning as to their 
wiſdoin ſhalt ſeem meet. | : | 
It was ordered to he on the table. 

The Houfe then reſolved into a committee, to take into conſi- 
deration the fepply granted to his Majeſty. | 


The CaranceLLoR or THE ExcHBQUER ſtated, that in the 
laſt year tho the revenues had riſen very conſiderably, compared 
wich the year before, there was ſtill a deficiency of 78, oool. to 
which muſt be added, 50, oo0l. borrowed on the faith of a vote of 
that Houſe, on account of the late preparations for war: there was 
alſo a ſum to be eee for the payment of lottery prizes. He 
had, however, ſo much confidence, and ſuch well-founded hope 
in the riſing proſperity of the country, that he did not intend ei- 
ther to fund a debt equal to the deficiency, or to make it good by 
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new taxes. The revenues were progreſſively riſing, laſt year, 
compared with the preceding, they had riſen 1o much as to juſtify 
a calculation, that in the year 1791 they would exceed 90, by at 
leaft 50,000]. to which add the profit on a lottery, eſtimated at 
$5,000]. while the principal ſum of that lottery would enable 
government to pay the prizes of laſt year. | | 
He was well aware, that many gentlemen entertained objections 
to the mode of raiſing money by lottery; but he thought it much 
better to have a lottery than to ſund a debt, or demand new taxes, 
or while England purſued that mode of raiſing money, Ireland 
would be ſubject to juſt the ſame diſadvantages as if ſhe herſelf 
had a lottery; it was therefore prudent for Ireland to reap the be- 
nefit of one. He obſerved, that though government had not been 
able to live within their revenue, the blame was by no means im- 
putable to them; this he had demonſtrated in yeſterday's debate— _ 
the expenſes thrown on government by Parliament, and the ex- 
penſes of building, were the true cauſes why the revenue granted 
forthe ſupport of governmer.t had not been found equal to the inten- 
tion of Parliament in granting it. There would in the next year, he 
alſo feared, be a very great charge for the tranſportation of felons, + 
the expenſe of ſending them ro Botary Bay would be enormous; 
there was now at Cork, one ſhip ready to carry them: but this 
kind of tranſportation, from the exceſſive expenſe, could not con- 
tinue; and how to diſpoſe of them was a molt diſtreſſing queſtion 
to government. . | | 
e next adverted to what had been done in confequence of the 
with expreſſed in the Lord Lieutenant's Speech, towards the con- 
ſolidation of duties; great progreſs had been made in that work, 
and a new book of rates formed, by which the merchart, at a ſin- 
gle view, night fee the whole duty payable on any article: No- 
thing could be more complicated than the former mode of col- 
lecting the duties; on brandy, for inſtance, there was—1R, 5 per 
cent. cuſtom 2d, 5 per cent. exciſe - 3d, a ſubſidy, - 4th, a tax 
by the gallon—5th, arother tax by the gallon—G6th, an additional 
five per cent ;—lo that the merchant was obliged to truſt the cal- 
culation of the whole to the revenue officers, from which riſk he 
will now be relicved. I he bill ro enforce new regulations ſhould, 
he ſaid, go as ſlowly through the Houſe as poſſible, that the mer- 
chants might have ſull time to make their obfervations on the new 
book of rates, and point out any errors which unintentionally might 
have crept in: all articles which had not appeared in the entries 
for ten years back, had been omitted as obſolete ; but next year it 
might be an object to review the book of rates now brought for- 
ward. and to rate many articles which at preſent pay on value; 
this he underſtood to be a favourite object with the moſt reſpect- 
able merchants, and he was not ſurpriſed -it ſhould with men of 
character, for the practice of entering goods on value, as ſworn to 
bythe importer, held out a temptation to bad men, placing their 
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intereſt in oppoſition to their conſcience, while the honeſt and 
worthy merchant who acknowledged the full value of his goods, 
was, in conſequence, more highly taxed. 

The Chancellor having fully explained this important point, ad- 
ded, if any defect ſhould appear in his ſyſtem, he truſted it would 
meet excuſe. England had been more years in effecting the ſame 
object than we had been days; but we had this advantage, that 


our bill being annual, might be amended, if any error ſhould be 
found in it. 


Dr. Bxowne ſaid, that the eſtimates for the next year, begin- 
ning 25th March, and the ſupply aſked for, were founded upon 
its being known and allowed, that the revenue was every day en- 
creaſing, yet the eſtunate of the exceſs of expenſe above revenue 
for the next year was the ſame as the expenſe of the laſt ; ſo that 
it ſeemed derermined that let the revenues encreaſe as they might, 
the exceſs of expenſe ſhould not be diminiſhed. | | 
He obſerved on the eſtimates for next year; that for barracks 
was double the expenſe of the laſt, and that of the exceeding of 
concordatum, equal to the laſt, and much larger than thoſe of 
former years. 

He obſerved that on the head of the unfunded debt, inſtead of 
a credit, which we had had for ſome years paſt, we had now a 
debt of 78,0001. while the funded debt, and conſequently the 
total was not diminiſhed ; for though the total debt appeared to be 
diminiſhed at March, the real truth appeared again at Michaelmas, 
and was greater than ever. 

He concluded by ſaying, that upon the whole, the eſtimates for 
the next year were much greater than the expenſes of the laſt, 
without any reaſon for the difference, but intended and avowed 
extravagance. 5 


The ChHanceLLok or TAE ExchE GER ſupported his ſtate- 
ment; he ſaid that 50,0001. had been borrowed on the faith of 
Parliament, and it was propoſed to pay it out of the ſurplus of 
the loan fund; he ſaid \ wh Goverument was put to very great 
difficulty in avoiding to impoſe new taxes, and they lived rather 

on hopes than on ready money. 


Mr. GzaTTan went into an examination of the ſtatement 
made by the Right Hon. Gentleman—trom which it appeared that 
in the laſt five years the civil liſt, the military liſt, and the char- 
ges under the head of King's letters, had conſiderably encreaſed, 
and oy the total of this 2 ne, to 3 PE 
ſyſtem of encreaſing expenſe he very ſeverely reprehended. As 
— the expediency of . money by way 2 1 it did not 
by any means meet his approbation ; but if it was to be reſorted 
to, it ſhould be guarded as much as poſſible, ſo as to prevent th 
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lower order of the people from the pernicious and injurious practiſe 
of inſuring. Asto the 50,0001. which had been voted by Parlia- 
ment, his idea was, that the duty ariſing on ſugar ſhould be ap- 
propriated to the payment of it. 8 


Mr. Ecan alſo reprobated the ſyſtem of raiſing money by lot- 
tery; he ſaid it was an inducement to the artificer, manufacturer, 
and labouring man to ſquander their earnings in inſurance. There 
were two evils which he complained of in reſpect to lotteries; one 
was ſuffering the pernicious practice of inſuring—the other was 
that tickets are rated at 51. and they are ſold at a higher price, 
and he wanted to know, how the profit accruing from the ſale of 
them was applied? 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER ſaid, that on its 

ing determined that a lottery thiould take place, it has been con- 
ſtantly his practice, to give notice to every Banker in Ireland, and 
notice was allo given to ſeveral Bankers in Englnnd. and the let- 
tery was diſpoſed of by way of auction, the higheſt bidder had it. 
As to the profit ariſing tro lotteries, it was appropriated to the 
purpoſes of the public; and in reſpect to the evils complained of, 
tor his part, he believed that evils did exiſt in reſpec to inſurance, 
and he was ready to adopt ſuch regulations to prevent it, as ſhould 
be ſuggeſted by the Hon. Gentleman. 


Mr. Ec av expreſſed himſelf ſatisfied with what had fallen from 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, reſpecting the appropriation of the 
profit on the lottery ; he at the ſame time gave notice, that he ſhould 
in the Committee of Ways and Means, propoſe ſome regulations 
in N to prevent 3 from inſuring under very ſevere pe- 
nalties. a 


Sir W. Gr.eapowe NewcoMen ſaid, he had prepared him- 
ſelf on the ſubject of inſurance, and he hoped to be able to ſnew 
the Houſe, ner Lee ſhould be under conſideration, that if it could 
not be utterly annihilated, it might be ſo far reſtrained as to be- 
come innoxious: he would be glad to coincide on the ſubject with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and therefore begged him to 
point out the proper mode of parliamentary proceeding to aboliſh 
a grievance which affects every man in ſociety. 


The CHanCELLOR or THE ExCHEQUER then ſuggeſted a 
bill as the beſt mode to effect the deſired purpoſe. | | 
This part of the buſineſs being ended. 


Mr. Foxses riſing, made ſome obſervations on the ordnance 
Mimates, and deſired to know how it could youre happen, that 
notwithſtanding the ſum expended during the late preparations 
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for war, notwithſtanding the boaſt of Lord Buckingham's economy, 
fo large a ſum ſhould be neceſſary for the enſuing year? 


Mr. PacxENHAM took up the eſtimate, explained the ſeveral 
articles, and declared his opinion that the eſtimate was much too 
| Tow for the purpoſe of keeping a reaſonable quantity of arms and 
2munition in the ſtores, and for keeping the gun-catriages, and 
ether appendages of ordnance, in proper repair: he did not, he 
faid with to throw any cenſure on the former board, or indeed to 
mention them at all, if he could avoid it; but truth muſt be told, 
and the truth was, chat, on the firſt of July laſt, when we were 
threatened with hoſtilities, there were not one hundred barrels of 
Terviceable gunpowder in all the magazines of Ireland. It was 
therefore neceſſary to get a proper quantity in ſtore. There are 
now 2100 barrels, and this, with the arms of regiments going 


abroad, which arms muſt be now replaced, had induced a con- 
fiderable expenſe. | 


Mr. FoxBes declared he did not think the Hon. Gentleman 
had given any explanation at all; when Lord Buckingham had 
made ſo much rout about ordnance reform, he thought every thing 
had been put in order, and that the niagazines had been fully re- 
pleniſhed; how came it then, that on the firſt of July, 1790, 
there were not one hundred barrels of powder in the kingdom ? 


Mr. PacxENHAM— The Hon. Gentleman ſays I have not ex- 
plained; he is not ſatisfied: he thinks he knows mote of my office 
than I do; but while a board of ordnance, and the artillery of the 
line, approves my exertions, I ſhall not be very anxious about 
the Hon. Gentlemar?s opinion reſpecting ordnance. 


Mr. G. Poxsonsy ſaid, this is the very firſt time I ever heard 
an officer, in any department, who, when queſtioned by a nie- 
ber doing his duty in the Houſe of Commons, declared he was not 
anxious about the opinion of that member. 


Mr. Pacxennam—Sir, I ſaid, and ſay again, when a man 
gets up and demands an explanation on a — which, when 


explained, he cannot underſtand—I care very little for his opinion 
on that ſubject. 7. 


Mr. GzaTTan—This is not exactly the way of ſpeaking in 
Parliament. EO | 


* 


Mr. Pack ENUAM—Iff it is not, I am ſorry for it. 


Mr. Corxxy deſcribed the fituation of the ordnance depart- 
ment, before Lord Buckingham's reform, as a ſcene of the moft 
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flagrant peculation. The ſame man who made the muſkets, ap- 
proved them and fixed the ſtamp on them received them into 
the armory, and certified that receipt had the entire cuſtody of 
them, and made returns of their number; in a word, he filled ſix 
different offices, each intended to be a check upon the other; The 
conſequence was, that the proper number of arms never were to 
be found in the armory; nay, thoſe that were there, were defic i- 
ent in quality: This aroſe trom the want of a proper check on the 
officers. It 1s cuſtomary to give compleat new arins to reginients 
going abroad; the old arms were never returned, or any allow- 
ance inade for them; yet theſe arms, dreſſed and furbiſhed, found 
their way again into the armory as new. As to the article of pow- 
der, he would only obſerve, that a ſum of 17,000]. had been 
ſaved in that article by two contracts. This was, he faid, a pretty 
ſtrong evidence of what might be done; and he would aſſert, that 
it was Lord Buckinghain's intention to make further conſiderable 
reductions in that oſſice. 


Mr. CuARLES O' NEIL defired to know, how it came to paſs, 
that notwithitanding Lord Buckingham's great zeal and vigilance, 
and notwithſtanding the vaſt advantage of the contracts alluded 
to, there thould not be 100 barrels ot ſerviceable powder on the 
firſt of July laſt ? 


Mr. PacxENUAu replied, that when the deficiency was fir ſt 
diſcovered, contracts were immediately made, and every mill was 
immediately ſet to work. | 


Mr. Cooxe abſerved, it was not Lord Buckingham's intention 
to reduce the expenſe of the ordnance department, but to make 
that department perfectly efficient; to take care that the public 
ſhould have every thing they paid for, and that upon the beſt 
terms. A reſpectable ordnance is neceſſary for the ſafety of the 
country; and to {ce that the money voted by Parliament for that 
purpole, is faithfully applied, is a poſitive ſaving to the country; 
as to a ſaving in any other ſenſe, there could be none: ſo much 
fraud and deception had taken place that the magazines were abſo- 
lutely empty; there were neither arms nor ammunition, and it 

came immediately neceſſary to provide proper ſtores of every 
kind, The Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Packenham), has ſhewn that 
all abuſes have been corrected that the preparations for war, 
and the furniſhing the regiments which went abroad laſt ſummer, 
had cauſed an extraordinary expenſe ;—he has explained the eſti- 
mate for the enſuing year, and demonſtrated that it is rather too 
low); and if gentlemen deny any part of his ſtatement, it lies upon 

them to ſhew in what it is erroneous, 5 
Var. XI, | K 
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Mr. Forres declared, he always thought Lord Buckingham 
bad no intention to reduce the expenſe of ordnance, as one Hon. 
Gentleman has aflerted. 1am rather of opinion with the laſt Gen- 
tleman that ſpoke—his intention was to make It efficient, and to en- 
creaſe the patronage. However, I leave the two Hon. Gentlemen 
in office to ſettle this little aukward point of difterence between 
them. 

If it was Lord Buckingham's plan to reduce the expenſe of ord- 


nance, where was the reduction why was it not new brought 
forward ? 


Mr. Bunch ſaid, that as far as had come to his knowledge, 
the reduction alluded to was not a reduction of eſtabliſhment, bat 
a reduction of waſte and peculation, to be obtained by prudence 
and good economy in the ſeveral departments; ard he had no 
doubt but that care and prudence would make a conſiderable ſav- 
ing. He ſaid, defalcation muſt be made up in preceſs of time, 
and that the Officers of the Board had ſhewn great good ſenſe in 
not publiſhing to the world, how deficient this country was in 
ſtores of arms and ammunition ; eſpecially if it was conſidered, 
that at the moment of the greateſt deficiency, we were thought 
to be on the eve of war. | 


Sir E. CrorTon begged leave to call the attention of the 
Committee to the.confideration of the report of the Committee to 
whom was referred the petition of the Arigna iron works: he ſta- 
ted that theſe works would be productive of very great national 
benefits, and that a vein of coal was diſcovered, which muſt be 
attended with very material advantages. —He ſaid that the Com- 
' mittee, in the inveſtigation of this buſineſs, had examined, in the 
"moſt ſolemn manner, ſeveral witnefles, and from the reſolutions 
which they had come to, they were unanimouſly in opinion, that 
the works would be of very great public utility, and that the pe- 
titioners had fully proved the allegations of their petition, and 
were deſerving the aid of Parliament. He ſaid he was ſorry to 
find, that two Right Hon. Gentlemen high in office, had ſet their 
faces againſt aiding this undertaking. —He now moved, That 
the ſum of 3 be granted to the truſtees for diſtributing 
bounties, for the purpoſe of granting bounties to the proprietors 
of the Arigna iron works, on condition of their entering into ſut- 
ficient ſecurity, before the Barons of the Exchequer, for the re- 
payment of it in three years.” - 

Mr. CLeMeExTs ſeconded the motion. He obſerved, that 
theſe works promiſed to be of the greateſt public utility, and the 
proprietors had expended 24,000]. of their own property in the 
erection of theſe works. He ſaid that the petitioners were highly 
deſerving of the aid of Parliament. 
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The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER profeſſed he had 
not the ſmalleſt perſonal objection to the merits of the petition, 
but from the duty which he owed the public, he found it neceſſary, 
however unpleaſant to him, to reſiſt applications of this nature; 
he declared that he had a very good with to the undertaking which 
had been mentioned, but he was ſorry, be obſerved, that there 
was a general reſolution on the journals of the Houſe that mili- 
tated againſt the motion made by the Hon. Baronet. 


Mr. Joxes ſupported the motion. 


Mr. Pr Rv ſaid, if the motion ſhould be agreed to, he would 
move for a grant for Limerick harbour. = 

On the Chairman putting the queſtion, the motion wes nega- 
tived without a diviſion. ; 


The CHancELLoOR of The ExCHEQUER then proceeded to 
move the uſual grants, ſalaries, &c. a being agreed to by the 
Committee, | | 

The Houſe reſumed, and the report of the Committee was or- 
dered to be received to- morrow. 5 


Mr. GraTTaAn ſaid, that when a Right Hon. Gentleman in 
the ſervice of Government was laſt ſeſſion aſked what redreſs of 
grievances was intended? he auſwered with a blank; but he ad- 
ded as a compenſation for the abſence of all good to be demanded 
of the preſent Government, that at leaſt they would govern ac- 
cording to the law of the land. Ir is with much regret I am now 
obliged to inform that Right Hon. Gentleman that the Govern- 
meut for whom he made that engagement has not governed ac- 
cording to the law of the land, but has in divers inſtances violated 
that law. | - 

I propoſe three queſtions for the Right Hon. Gentleman's con- 


 fiderationg Firſt, Ie not the ſale of peerages illegal? —Second, + 


Is it not a high miſdemeanor and 1mpeachable offence? —Third, 
Whether a contract to purchaſe ſeats for perſons named by the Mi- 
niſters of the Crown, with the money ariſing from the ſale of the 
peerage, is not in itſelf an illegal and impeachable tranſaction, 
and a great aggravation of the other miſdemeanors ? 

I wait for anſwer. Does the Right Hon. Gentleman continue 
in bis ſeat ? Then he admits theſe tranſactions to be great and fla» 
grant breaches of the law. © No lawyer I find ſo old and hardy 
10 young and deſperate as to deny it. Thus it appears that the 
Adminiſtration of this country, by the acknowledgment of their 
own lawyers, have in a high degree broken the laws of the land. 
I will now diſcufs the nature of tranſa&ions admitted to be illegal, 
I know the prerogative of conferring honours has been held a | 2h 
gal way of rewarding merit; but I dwell not on the loſs of any 
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collateral advantages by the abuſe of that prerogative, but on the 
leſs of the eſſence of the power itſelf, no longer a means of exal- 
ting, and now become an inſtrument of diſgrace. I will expoſtu- 
late with his Excellercy on this ſubjeQ.—I will bring him to an 
eminence, from whence he may ſurvey the people ot this iſiand. 
Is there, my Lord, a man of all who paſs under your eye, ont 
man whom you can exalt by any title you may think to confer ? 
You may create a conſuſion in names, or you may caſt a veil over 
families, but Honour, that ſacred gem, you have caſt in the dirt. 
I dont aſk you merely whether there is any man in the ifland whoni 
you can raiſe, but ] aſx you is there any man whom you would 
not diſgrace, by attempting to give him title, except ſuch a man 
as would exalt you by the acceptence—ſ{ome man whoſe hereditary 
or perſonal pretenſions would reſcue his name and dignity from 
the apparent blemith and ridicule caſt on him by a grant from thoſo 
hands to whom his Majeſty has moſt uniortunately abandoned in 

Ireland the reins of government. | 

The nnichief does not go merely to the credit, but way affeet 
the exiſtence of the nobllicy. 

Our Miniſtry, no doubt, condemn the National Aﬀembly, in 
extingutthing the nobility of the country, and I dare ſay they wil! 
talk very icrupulouſly and very plauſibly on that ſubject ; they cer- 
tainly have not extinguiihed the nobility of Ireland, but they have 
(as far as they could) attempted to diſgrace thein, and by fo doing 
have attempted to lay the ſeeds of their extinction. Ihe Irijl: 
Miniſtry have acted with more apparent moderation; but the 
French democracy have acted with more apparent conſiſtency. The 
French democracy have at one blow ſtruck from the nobility pow - 
er, perquiſite and rank. The Iriſh Miniſtry have attempred to 
ſtrike off honour and authority, and propoſe to leave them their 
powers and their priviliges. The Iriſh, Miniſtry, after attempt- 
ing to render their honours as faleable as the ſeats of juſtice were 
in France at the moſt unregenerated period of her monarch »-— 
i L974 to ſend them abroad to exact deference from the people as 

ereditary legiflators, hereditary counſellors to the King. and 
hereditary judges of the land; and if hereafter any attempt 
ſhould be made on our order of Peeraze—look to your Miniſtry, 
they are the cauſe—THE Y-—THEY—THEY WHO HAVE attempted 
without ſucceſs, but with matchleſs perſeverance, to make the 
pecrage nuſchievous, and therefore are guilty of an eventual at- 
tempt to declare it uſeleſs. Ns 

Such a Miniſter is but a pioneer to the leveller—he compoſes 
a part of his army and marches in the van, and demolithes all the 
moral, conſtitutional, and political obſtructions of principle, and 
purity, and all the moral cauſes that would ſupport authority 
rank and ſubordination. | 

Such a Minifter goes before the leveller like Sin preceding the 
Shadow of Death, ſhedding her poiſons and diſtilling her influence, 
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and prepat ing the nectar ſhe touches for mortality. I don't ſay 
that ſuch a Miriſter wich his own hands ſtrips the foliage off the 
tree of nob:litvy.—No—he is the early blight that comes to the 
11and to wither your honours, in the firſt blaſt of popular breath 
to 1:atter, ſo that at laſt the whole leaveage of nobility may de- 
{cend. | 

This Miniſter, he does not come to the foundations. of the Houſe 
of Lords with his pick-ax, nor does he ftore all their vaults with 
trains of gun-powder. | 

He is an encmy of a different ſort—he does not purpoſe to blow 
up the Houſes of Parliament he only endeavours to corrupt the 
ioſtiturions, and he only undermines the moral props of opinion 
and authority, he only endeavours to taint nobility—he ſells your 
Lords and he buys your Commons. The tree of nobility that it 
may flouriſh for ever, and ftand the blight of Miniſters and the 
blait of popular fury—that it remain on its hill rejoicing, and 
laugh to ſcorn that enemy, which in the perſon of the Miniſter of 
the Crown, has gone againſt the nobles of the land. That they 
may furvive—ſurvive to give council to thoſe very Miniſters, and 
perhaps, /9 pronounce judgment upon them—but if ever the ax ſhould 
go into that foreſt —1f on the track of the merchant men, in the 
thape of the miniſter, the political woodman, in the ſhape of the 
leveller, ſhould follow —if the ſale of Peerage as exerciſed by the 

reſent Miniſter, becoming the ordinary reſource of Government, 
thould provoke a kindred extreme and give birth to a race of men 
as unprincipled and deſperate in one extreme as they are in the 
other, we thall then feel it our duty to reſiſt ſuch an effort, and 
as we now reſiſt the Minifters attempts to diſhonour, ſo ſhall we 
then reſiſt the conſequence of his crimes - projects to extingutth 
the nobility. 

In the mean time to prevent ſuch a cataſtrophe, it is neceſſary 
to deſtroy ſuch a practice aud therefore neceſſary to puniſh, or 
remove, or intimidate and check your Miniſters. | 

I would not be underſtood to ſpeak now of a figurative ſale of 
honours I am ſpeaking of an actual one in the moſt literal ſenſe 
of the word. I know the grants of honours have been at certain 
times made for influence diſtinct from pretenſions—but not the 
argent comptant, the ſtock purſe, it is not title for influence, but 
title for money to buy influence. You have carried it to the laſt 
ſtep, and in that ſtep have gone beyond the moſt unſcrupulous of 
your predeceſſors; they may have abuſed the prerogative, but you 
have broken the laws. Your contract has been what a court of 
law would condemn for its illegality, and a court of equity for its 
turpitude. 8 

The Miniſters have endeavoured to defile the ſource of honour, 
they have alſo attempted to pollute the ſtream of juſtice. The 
ſale of a peerage is the ſale of a judicial employment whic 

cannot be {old without breach of an expreſs act of Parliament, the 
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aft of R. II. and Edw. VI. 

I know the judicial power is only incidental to peerage, but the 
ſale is not the leſs againſt the ſpirit of the act; indeed it is the great- 
* offence againſt the ſpirit ofthe act, inaſmuch as the judi · 
cla] power in this caſe is final, and comprehends all the judgments 
and decrees 1n all the courts of law and equity. 

If I am injured in an inferior Court, I can bear it, it is not 
without remedy. But there, where every thing 1s to be finally 
corrected where the public is to be protected and reſcued from 
the vindictive ignorance of a judge, or the little driving, arbitrary 

enius of a Miniſter—the laſt oracle of all the laws, and the firit 
ountain of council, and one great conſtituent of the Legiſlature— 
to attempt to make that great repoſitary a market, to ercC at the 
door of the Houſe ot Lords the ftall of the Miniſter, where he 
and his friends ſhould exerciſe their calling, and carry ſuch an 
illicit and ſhocking trade. That a Miniſter thould have caſt out 
of his heart all reſpect for human inſtitutions ſo far as to attempt to 
ſt himſelf at the door of that chamber the moſt illuſtrious, 
elect, and antient of all inſtitutions we know of to poſt him- 
- elf there with his open palm, and to admit all who would pay for 
* by hs e 
ls this the man who is to teach the Iriſh a reſpect for the laws, 
and to inculcate the bleſſings of the Britiſh conſtitution? 

Hiſtory is not wanting in inſtances of groſs abuſes of the pre- 
rozative in the diſpoſal of the Peerage, the worſt Miniſters perhaps 
have attempted—bur I will aſſert that the whole Hiſtory of Eng- 
land does not furpiſh ſo groſs and illegal an exerciſe as any one 
of thoſe bargains contracted for by the Miniſter of Ireland—1n the 
reign of Queen Anne there was, by the tories of the times,- a 

reat abuſe of that power twelve Peers created for an occaſion. 
Fa ſome particulars there was a ſimilitude between that and the 
eſent act—it was an attempt to model the Houſe of Lords 
ut there was no money given—the turpitude of our tranſaction 
was wanting in the act of the Miniſtry of Queen Anne, it was as” 
act of influence purporting to model one Houſe of Parliament, 
but it was not the ſale of the ſeats of one houſe to buy thoſe ot 
the other, and model both. = | 

The ſecand inſtance is the ſale of a Peerage by the Duke of Buck- 
ingham in the reign of Charles the firſt, it was one of the articles 
of his impeachment, a Peerage ſold to Lord Roberts for 10,000]. 
it was a high miſdemeanor, a flagrant illegality, and a great pub- 
lic ſcandal, ſo far it reſembles your conduct, but it was no more 
the offence was confined to a ſingle inſtance, the Duke of Buck- 
ingham created one Peer of the Realm, one Hereditary Legiſlator, 
one Hereditary Counſellor, and one final judiciary for a ſpecific 
ſum of money for his private uſe—but the Iriſh Minifter has cre- 
ated divers Hereditary Legiſlators, divers Hereditary Counſellors, 
apd diy-xs final Judiciaries for many ſpecific ſums of money—thy 
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Duke of Buckingham only took the money for a ſeat in the Peers, 
and applied it to his own uſe—bur the Iriſh Miniſter has taken 
money for ſeats in the Pecrs under contract that it ſhould be ap- 
plied to purchale ſeats in the Commons—the one 1s an inſulated 
crime for private emolument, the other a project againſt the com- 
mon weal in this act. 

Ihe Miniſters have fold the Prerogatives of the Crown to buy 
the Privileges of the People—they have made the conſtituent part 
of the Legiſlature pernicious to each other—rhey have played 
the two Houſes like forts upon one another—they have diſcovered 
a new mode of deſtroytng that fine fabric, the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion, which eſcaped the deſtructive penetration of the worſt of 
their predeceſlors, and the fruit of their ſucceſs in this moſt un- 
hallowed, wicked endeavour wou!d be the ſcandal of Legiſlation, 
which is the common right of both Honſes, of Juriſdiction, which 
is the peculiar privilege of one, and adding the diſcredit which, 
by ſuch offences, they bring on the third branch of the Conſtitu- 
tion, unforcunately exerciſcd in their own perſons, they have at- 
tempted to reduce the whole progreſs of Government in this coun- 
try, from the firſt formation of jaw to the final deciſion and ulti- 
vaate execution from the cradle of the law through all its pro- 
greſs and formation to its laſt ſhape of monumental record. The 
have attenipted to reduce it, I ſay, to diirepute and degradation. 

Are hots things to go unpuniſhed—are they to pals by with 
the ſeſſion, like the fathion of your coat, or any idle ſubject of 
taſte or amuſement. | | | 

Is any ſtate criminal to be puniſhed in Ireland ?—Is there ſuch 
a thing as a ſtate of offence in Ireland ?—If not, renounce the 
name of inqueſt, if—aye—puniſh—He concluded by moving, 

„ Reſolved, that a ſelect Committee be appointed to enquire 
in the moſt folemn manner, whether the late or preſent Admini- 
{tratzon have entered into any corrupt agreement with any perſon 
or perſons, to recommend ſuch — or perſons to his Mieſty, 
lor the purpoſe of being created Peers of this kingdom, in conſide- 


ration of their Paying certain ſums of money, to be laid out in 
the purchaſe o 


ſeats for inembers to ſerve in Parliament, con- 
trary to the rights of the people, inconſiſtent with the indepen- 


dence of Parliament, and in direct violation of the fundamental 
laws of the land. ; | | 


Mr. Cuxran ſeconded the motion. 


The ATTorney GENE RAL—I think it neceſſary to riſe, as 
the Right Hon. Gentleman has thought proper to allude to what 
fell from nie in the laſt Parliament. Fhe Right Hon. Gentleman 
has informed you, that I then ſaid the Government was deter- 
nnned to rule the nation according to the laws of the land; be did 
then, as he now does, treat the declaration with ſome diſtruſt 3 
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nevertheleſs I am bold to declare that the promiſe has been per- 
formed, though the Right Hon: Gentleman has aſſerted that they 
have not governed by law; for, ſays he, they have violated the 
law by the ſale of peerages; and then he has very emphatically 
called upon all the lawyers, and has aſked whether there are any 
ſo old and hardened, or ſo young and deſperate as to deny. 

That the ſale of Peerages is illegal? 

That the fale of Peerages is an impeachable offence ? 

And that it is highly impeachable, and highly puniſhable to 
ſell Peerages and —_ the money to purchaſe ſeats in this Houſe ? 
Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman will excuſe me, If I think that 
ſo much pomp and ſo much form, was not neceſſary in aſking thefe 
queſtions; for there is no lawyer, nor no man, young or old, who 
will not ſay, that if ſuch things were done, they were both illegal 
and puniſhable. This is my opinion, and if this will ſtrengthen 
his argument, he has my anſwer. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman not being interrupted by reply 
while ſpeaking, has aſſumed, that the charges which he has made 
againſt Miniſters were admitted; and he has proceeded to treat 
them as libellers and attrocious offenders ; but the Right Hon. 
Gentleman muſt excuſe me if I ſay that his reſolution is Firtle leſs 
than a libel on the three eftates of Parliament. He ſays that the 
King's Miniſters have ſold the Peerage for money to purchaſe ſeats 
in this Houſe; and we are, upon Os he aflertion, to proceed to a 
ſolemn enquiry. Suppoſe 1 was to ſay that my Right Hon. Friend, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had robbed the Treaſury, how 
would every man's feelings revolt at the aſſertion? Such a charge 
might injure me who made it, but it could not affect him. n 
the ſame ground I truſt the Houſe will not, upon mere ſuggeſtion, 
entertain a queſtion tending only to throw an odium on an Admi- 
niſtration that governs with perfect propriety, and to difturb the 
n:inds of the people, who under this goverument enjoy every 
bleſſing of peace and proſperity. 

In the laſt Parliament this meaſure was propoſed, and the ground 
on which -it was ſupported was common fame—a foundation on 
which the pooreft man in the land could not be charged. You 
were laſt year deſired to adopt this flanderous charge on the au- 
thority of common fame; and now the ſame motion is repeated, 
though the Right Hon. Gentleman has not condeſcended to offer 
any proof ; nay, he has not even told you where he heard the ca- 
lumny—perhaps it was in ſome ſcandalous evening paper. 

But, Sir, = confine this enquiry to the preſent or late ad- 
miniſtration more than to any former? ls the Gentleman aware, 
that ſomething might come out which he would not wiſh to ap- 
pear? Did any man in former times barter his intereſt in any bo- 
rough for a peerage ? If he did, did he not incur all the guilt 
charged by = Right Hon, Gentleman, 
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Mr. BAR RING TON, in a maiden ſpeech, reprobated the reſo- 
jution, as being equally ungracious to the crown, and degrading 
to Parliament. He ſaid, it was a reſolution founded alone on the 
glowing imagination and brilliant language of its mover, or the 
private views and public ſpeculation of its ſupporters, a flimſy 
fabric, built upon aſſertion, without facts to ſupport its baſe, or 
reaſon to ſupport its ſuperſtructure. He ſaid, the introduction 
of this queſtion, was, in itſelf, derogatory of the dignity of the 
Houſe; and that its adoption would ſtain their journals wich the 
moſt wanton, unproved, unparliamentary charge of guilt on one 
Houſe, and pollution on the other; a charge which would be a 
laſting record of their diſhonour, when the committee ſhould de- 
termine that the charge was groundleſs—that the enquiry was 
vain—that the meaſure was malicious; it is true, though no pu- 
niſhment could be inflicted, no impeachment could take place, 
but the purity of Parliament would be no more—the pride, the 
honour of the conſtitution, would fade away under the blait of 
ſuſpicion; the enquiry would end, but the record would remain, 
the lateſt poſterity would ſigh for the vices of their. fathers; and 
would revert with horror from the black page of their journals, 
which would tell the world, that the Parliament of Ireland could 
be ſuſpected of being the baſeſt of the people, and could be weak 
enough to record it! If gentlemen had grounds, had proofs, had 
facts to ſupport the charge —move for an impeachment on the 
guilty head, and Jer it fall to the manes of the injured conſtitu- 
tion; bur never, by a wild unſupported reſolution, fink a ſtain 
they could never eraſe. He then, with energy, reprobated 
PREM and their views: he ſaid, it was ſpeculation, not 
public virtue, which inſtigated a violent oppoſition to the mea- 
tures and the peace of government. That the ſenſe of public 
duty, and the fire of public virtue, did not reſide at one fide 
only of the Houſe, or the other ſide of the Houſe, only; that it 
was not to be erected by ſpeculation, or depreſſed by office ; it 
was an inherent principle in the mind of man, and he believed 
was not bound to party; for he had ſeen the Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Grattan) on both ſides. He denicd the neceſſity of a pen- 

ſion or a place bill; and ſaid, he truſted, the Hon. Gentleman 
would not find them ſo noxious in a future adminiſtration as in 
the preſent. | 

He then entered into a defence of the Marquis of Bucking- 
ham's and Lord Weſtmorland's adminiſtrations; and reprobated 
the idea that any error of the former ſhould tarniſh the honour of 
his ſucceſſor ; but gentlemen had miſtaken licentiouſneſs for li- 
berty, and were proceeding in meaſures which could only tend to 
indulge their airy caſtles, aggrandiſe their honours, embarraſs 
the public time, and inflame the people. | 

e dwelt on the fickleneſs of the reſolution: the unparlia- 
mentary mode of propoſing it; the dangerous and diſgraceful ten- 
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dencies; and concluded by ſtamping his negative on a meaſure, 
which, from its weakneſs, its uncertainty, and its informality, 
thould periſh at the moment of its birth. 


Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, if his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Grattan) 
logized for ſpeaking at ſo late an hour, What ſhould he ſay; — 
de felt himſelf unpelled by his duty to the public ;—for though 
he did nor, perhaps, repreſent many, he repreſented one, Whom 
all Ireland would elect ; and therefore he conſidered hiuiſelf more 
than in common acceptation, a Repreſentative of the people.—A 
learned Gentlenian (che Attorney General) had ſaid, produce your 
proofs, before you commence enquiry.—Would the Right Hor. 
Gentleman, in a proſecution at the ſuit of the Crown, publi;h 
his proofs before enquiry, and diſcloſe the evidence? — He would 
not. The learned Gentleman knew his duty too well. If there 
was any thing like the Pride of Parliament in this country, the 
ſubject now * them ſhould call it forth. If the Houſe of 
Commons, the GRAND INQUEST of the nation, had ever reaſon 
to inſtitute enquiry, in order to impeach, we have it now. If it 
is aſked, impeach whom? We anſwer, the Governor w/o con- 
tracted, and the Governor who carried that contract into execu- 
tion. If it is required, for what? We anſwer, for ſelling the 
Honours of the Nation, and in that ſale vending the /egillative 
Fowers of the realm. He did not complain of the partial exerciſe of 
the Royal prerogative. Miniſters may, for inſtance, raiſe twa 
Chief Judges to the Peerage, and they may overlook a third, 
though he be Chief among the Chiefs. Miniſters may confer Peer- 
s upon Members of Parliament, not to reward their ſervices, 
but their ſufferings ;—their loſs of character in the dereliction of 
public principle ;—to ſooth them for the melancholy mechaniſm of 
ears paſſed in this Houſe, without ſenſe or volition, the men 
Pod in the machines. Miniſters may confer Peerages on men bare- 
ly unblameable, and introduce them into the Houſe of Peers, in 
as eaſy a way as in the reign of Queen Anne. Miniſters may, as 
they ee done, raiſe men to the Peerage, who never did the 
ſtate any ſervice, civil or military; men very amiable in private 
life, but whoſe virtues were ſo very domeſtic, ſo much at /ome, 
that they poſſeſſed, what among the Roman ladies was deemed the 
higheſt honour, that of not being publicly known or talked of. 
Al this be admitted Miniſters might do; though he ſpoke from 
great authority, when he ſaid, the {ole power of conferring ho- 
nours was veſted in the Crown, upon the ſpecial conripexce, 
that they ſhonld be conferred only upon thoſe who deſerved them; 
and if there was nothing more in being a lord, than the alvan- 
e of diſtinction and ceremony, the bauble mind might be gra- 

- tied; the injury would be Jeſs, if the real and illuſtrious nobility 
ef the realm could npeer themſelves if they could reſign the 
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leſſened diſtinction, the degraded honour, like the government 
of a county, as in a late caſe, that of a Noblemen, whoſe private 
virtues certified his public character; a Nobleman who had at- 
rained the ſummit of popularity, without making one unworthy 
facritice ;—a Nobleman who having no competitor in character, 
required no aſſociate in power; a Nobleman, who on any great 
emergency, could effect more in this country than the whole power 
of Government, ſuch as it is; a Nobleman, w/o, on a great 
emergency, preſerved the conſtitution, the church and the flate.— 
Did he, when he commanded the hearts and hands of an armed 
community, did he ride in the whirlwind, and direct the florm 9” 
No —HE CALMED 1T.—Mt. Sheridan proceeded—The degra- 
dation of the Houſe of Peers muſt, in its effect, deſtroy the 
rand reſource of the conſtitution, the great affvlum of the 
Rn and the people. What were the nobility ; They were le- 
giſlators, judges, and counſellors of the crown.—Strange, that 
7 ecial care thould be taken to prevent an occaſional conformiſt 
rom being a conſtable; an occaſional freeholder from voting at 
an election, and no preſervation againſt an occaſional Lord being 
a Judge, a Legiſlator, and hereditary Counſellor of his Prince.— 
Men were made Peers, whoſe chief celebrity aroſe from the que 
tionable circumſtances attending their patents of peerage.—For- 
merly Kings gave reaſons in their patents—ſuch as, great actions, 
long and faithful ſervices to the common wealth, hereditary worth, 
but if the pen of truth engroſſed the patents in queſtion, how 
muſt they run for and in conſideration of 4000 guineas,—for and 
in conſideration of two avtomatons ſold and delivered, with ſtrin 
and wires, into the hands of the Miniſter. —Or whereas, A. B. 
having voice and motion, did deliver up both to be governed by 
us for a certain time, in a certain place; and whereas the ſaid 
A. B. is tired of being a machine, and is willing and able to pro- 
vide two other machines; now we taking the premiſes into our 
mott ſerious conſideration, and perceiving that we ſhall thereby 
obtain two for one, do therefore, and ſo forth. —Thus the gen- 
tleman becomes a right truſtee and well beloved couſin; but the 
unfortunate men thus branded with a coroner, ſhould recolle& 
that in this purchaſed relationſhip, they alſo are liable to the 
charge; they alſo are guilty of an high crime and miſdemeanor. 
We aſſert that peerages have been bartered for gold; we defire 
the opportunity of proving the aſſertion. We aſſert that ſeats 
have been given in one Houſe of Parliament in exchange for ſeats 
in the other, thereby attempting, and in truth effecting, an un- 
conſtitutional influence in both; this we deſire To xxove. The 
fountain of honour is made to play into one corrupt channel, with 
a collateral ſtream ſupplying the other. It is a inockery of ho- 
10urs, not raiſing the man to the peerage, but levelling the peer- 
age to the man. It is a malignant war carried on by one branch 
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ef the legiſlature againſt the other two, depriving, in the {ame 
ttroxe, one Houle of confidence, the other of diguity. 


Mr. Bu «6+ roſe to object to the motion, notwithſtauding the 
evidence that had been given by the Hon. member, who had juit 
now ackdowledged that herepreſcnted a noble peer. He obſerv- 
ed that if the firſt were poſlible, that it ſliould yet in honour 
to the caſtle, and in honour to the Whig Club, be deemed impoſ- 
fible z becauſe it was notorious that in their firſt proclamation to 
the public, when they made their confeſſion of faith, tho' it was 
dated ſince their firtt motion on this tubject had been made, yer 
it remained filent as to any intention of a reform in Parliament, 
and was it poſſible to ſuppoſe that ſuch vigilant men would have 
omitted this material niatter in the catalogue of their command- 
ments. — Was it therefore poſſible that any one man among them 
would believe that the Conſtituents ot Ireland were both bought 
and fold like the Blackmoors in Jamaica —and not add their ani- 
mad verſion on it in their grand proclamation ? If any among them 
had ſold a ſeat in Parliament for the ſake of money, and aſter- 
wards betrayed the ſecret for the ſake of party, ſuch a man would 
be a naſty evidence; but if the motion thould be agreed to, it 
would argue ſuch a ſhameful conſtitution, that we thould not leave 
the Houle this night, without commencing the buſineſs of amend- 
ing it ; and as no plan, to that purpoſe, had been proclaimed, 
he muſt reje& the motion; and it ever the evil complained of, 
had exiſted, the motion was partially drawn, becauſe it infinu+ 
ated a reflection on this government and the laſt only. 


Mr. Dewrs Bxowne ſpoke againſt the motion. 


Six James CoTTER ſaid, he agreed with the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who had made the motion, that the ſubject was of the 
firft conſequence and ought to be very cloſely enquired into, for 
it involved not only the dignity of both Houſes of Parliament, 
but the very being of the conſtitution. It was generally under- 
ſtood, that the hereditary honours of the Crown had been ſet up 
as It were to public auction, and diſpoſed of to thoſe who could 
give the beſt price for thein, and that they had been laviſhed day 
after day upon perſons, whoſe merit he did not mean to diſpute, 
but who he was confident had not better pretenſions than man 
Gentlemen who had been overlooked ; they had, however, it 
was believed, a very ſubſtantial recommendarion in their favour, 
that of being able and willing to furniſh adminiſtration with a 
certain number of ſeats in Parliament, for the accommodation of 
their friends. This was the general opinion, and it was the duty 
of adminiftration, if they valued the favour of the public, to 
come forward and diſprove it if they could, He ſaid nothing was 
more diſgraceful than this ſpecies of traffic; it put it in the power 
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of every perſon who had money at command, to obtain a peerage 
whenever he picaſed, it overlooked every other conſideration, 
and facrificed tocorrupt and unconſtitutional purpoſes what ought 
10 be kept ſacred, and held up as an honourable reward to thoſe 
who deſe rved well of the public. The conſtitution was 1njured, 
becauſe the money thus procured, was applied to increate the 
influence of the miniſter, and therefore it could not be wondered 
at, that his power was ſo ſtrong, as every days experience ſhewed 
it was, He laid, that gentlemen who had ſpoke, affected to con- 
fider this as an old and trite queſtion, but it was by no means the 
caſe, this was the firſt time it had been brought on in the new 
Parliament, and it was right that thoſe gentlemen who had not 
fat inthe former one, ſhould have an opportunity of giving their 
opinions; but at the ſame time, he never would adnmt the prin- 
ciple, that great and weighty queſtions could be too frequently 
Hrought on ; queſtions of great moment to the public, ſuch as 
the preſent one, ought to be renewed and preſſed upon the atten- 
tion of the Houſe, in hopes that at ſome lucky moment the juſtice 
of them might prevail. He concluded with obſerving, that in- 
nocence never ſhrunk from an enquiry, and the end propoſed by 
the gentlemen who oppoled going into this commitree would not 
be anſwered, becauſe every reaſonable man would conclude in his 
own mind, that if theſe charges could be ſer aſide, the Gentle- 
men on the other fide would have no objection to inveſtigate 
them, becauſe, in ſuch a caſe, the enquiry would terminate in 
their own favour, 


XIr. Per ſaid, he roſe with infinite reluQance to address 
the Houle ; but, ſtanding as he did, connected with one of the 
peers who might be ſuppoſed to be alluded to (a cry from the op- 
poſition fide no, no, no.) he would declare, that fo far as that 
noble Lord was concerned, the charge was utterly unfounded ; 
0 luch was his opinion of the others, that he could not ſuſpect 
hem. 5 

dir, were common fame a ſufcient ground for our proceed- 
ings, as the motion propoſes, what man is there who might not 
be put on this political rack? I have heard that puppets were 
ſent into the Houſe, by men, whoſe fituation in the ſtate renders 
their interference in this Houſe an high offence againſt our privi- 
teges ; yet, this Houſe heard it from an authority I cannot doubt, 
from a gentleman who has ſhewn himſelf a moſt active repreſen- 
tative for ſmall corporations. | | 

Sir, I am far from thinking that the fountain of honour has 
been polluted, or its ſtreams waſted by thoſe recommended for 
the late promotions; if, indeed, perſons whofe ſole accomplifh- 
ments were flippant rongue and aukward invective, had become 
the objects of royal favour, well might we doubt the means they 
took to climb to notice, or imagine that majeſty was deceived; but 
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ly Sir, we know no ſuch perſons in the other Houſe, or in 
is. 

Gentlemen on this ſide, have, in my opinion, been treated 
with very little delicacy by thoſe who ſupport the inotion; but J 
truſt, Sir, I may truly ſay, and that it will be generally allowed, 
that there are on this ſide, men of as high minds and as pure ho- 
nour, and who bear as true a love to the country, as any who 
oppoſe them. | 

Mr. Pery concluded, by thanking the Houſe for the kindneſs 
with which they had heard him, and declaring his reſolution to 
vote againſt the motion. 


Colonel BLaquitxe obſcrved, the Hon. Members on the 
other ſide proceeded on this buſineſs with ſuch vehement decla- 
mation, that it is really impoſſible, from the duty which he owed 

to his Sovereign, to remain ſilent. | Fo 8 
The Right Hon. and Hon. Members, on theſe ſubjects, are 

always in the full zenith of their glory, ard continually anx- 
ious to arraign Miniſters without moderation, and call them to 
account for the Crown having exerciſed a right which has been 
done time immemorial; and yet the Right Hon. and Hon. Mem- 
bers have endeavoured to ſupport their accuſation by invcctives of 
every kind; and were the Oppoſition (if the other fide may be ſo 
called) addreſſing themſelves in this language to weak minds, it 
certainly would be ſufficient to raiſe a ferment in the nation. 

I call upon the other fide of the Houſe to name a reign in which 
rheſe meaſures have not been adopted—I believe in all reigns, 
except in that of Richard the Third. 

Even that great and magnanimous Prince, Edward the 'Third, 
who conferred honours on almoſt all his nobles and favourites : 
the King at one time conferred an honour on a particular favou- 
rite, and when his miniſter ventured to mention to his Majeſty, 
that he had omitted the perſon he thought was entitled to it—the 
King replied, <* I thought him to be deſerving, that is ſufficient ;” 
and although it rather was an arbitrary anſwer, yet I muſt ob- 
ſerve, thai the will of the Monarchs of England were in no age 
entirely abſolute and uncontrouled, yet their ſubjects ſtill inclined 
almoſt upon every occaſion, to conform to their wiſhes. The 
granting of peerages has been always inherent to the Crown, and 
that prerogative has been conſtanrly practiſed, for ages paſt, by 
all Sovereigns. I have further to add, that when I hear the pre- 
fent Miniſter arraigned for doing the King's buſineſs, with a ſe- 
verity he by no means deſerves, {call upon the other ſide to look 
back, even as far as the Duke of Bedtord's adminiſtration, let 
them try, ſhew, and make it appear, if they can, whether any 
Miniſter has diſpenſed favours with ſuch an 1mpartial hand as he 
has done? But to be a Miniſter, the very name carries blame 
along with it—undeſerved and unfounded. Sa 
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And further, I mult obſerve, if the King can grant no favour, 
without being called on to account for it to Parliament, where is 
Royalty? It would be a name, but without ſubſtance. 

An Hon. Member {poke (rather, I believe, inadvertantly,) re- 
1uive tothe ability of ſome of the new perſonages; and I cannot 
help remarking, that it 13 to be lamented that every man was not 
born to be a Sheridan, though he may in the end attain it. 


Mr. PonsonBy.—lI ſhould not have ſpoken, Sir, on this queſ- 
tion, indiſpoſed as | am, were not my mind and my 22 
ſtrongly agitared by ſome arguments which I have heard advanced 
by Gentlemen on the other ſide. An Hon. Member has thought 
proper to amend the reſolution of my Right Hon. Friend, by In- 
jerting the word any in the place of /ate and prefent adminiſtration. 
] preiume from the manner in which this amendinent was pro- 
poſed, tho'e gentlemen ſuppoſed we were adverſe to any general 
enquiry of this kind and would reje it. Ihe ſact is not ſo—and 
I row call on the Hon. Gentleman, and the Hon. and Right Hon. 
Gentlemen who ſo vociicrouſly approved the amendment—I call 
on them now to ſupport this reſolution, amended as it is to their 
own with. If they do not, I hope the public will ſee the trick 
endeavourcd to be played on them, and that there is nothing in 
the contemplation of gentleinen but to get rid of every ſpecies of 
enquiry. | 
Another Hon. and learned Gentleman, when an Hon. Friend 
of mine made a quotation, proſeſſed to quote the context of that 
quotation, but inſtead of doing ſo he has quoted, what is not to 
be found in any part of that poem my friend alluded to, but in a 
very bad parody upon that poem Which was the Campaign of 
Mr. Addiſon—hence the coucluſion is pretty obvious, that the 
Hon. Gentleman's genius is better ſuited to, Surleſgue than Heroics. 
Gentlemen have ſaid, Sir, that common fame is no ground for 
my Right Hon. Friend's motion. I deny it. No man acquainted 
in the ſmalleſt degree with parliamentary hiſtory will deny that 
common fame is ground of enquiry, though not of final deciſion. 
But if gentlemen are unwilling to riſk their gravity or reputation. 
by inſtituting an enquiry on the ground of common fame, I will 
ſtate to them what they will — ſufficient ground for this en- 
quiry—a Member of this Houſe ſtanding up and aſſerting he has 
good reaſon to believe that peerages have been ſold. This, Sir, 
the Gentleman will acknowledge to be the ground of enquiry. 
Now, Sir, I am that man. I ſay I have — reaſon to believe 
that peerages have been ſold for money —nay more, I have 
PROOF. Give me a committee, and if I do not eſtabliſh my 
charge, degrade me let me no longer enjoy the character of an 
honeſt man I dare you to it and I riſk my reputation on eſta- 
bliſhing the fact.— But, no! You will not give me the opportu- 
nity—you are not afraid of falſhood in me, but of proof againſt 
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yourſelves! Good God, Sir! the peerage of the land expoſed to 
common auction! And what is the defence? Why the ſame thing 
has been done before. What then? The reaſoning is abſurd. It 
a criminal act paſs unnoticed, is the repetition of 1t—the making 
it a part of the ſyſtem of Government—is that therefore to be 
juſtited ? Why, Sir, the ſingle act might be paſſed over—it is 
making the daily operation of Government—the ſyſtem by which 
they ſubſiſt that calls for reprobation and puniſhment. 

I hear much, Sir, from gentlemen on the other fide of the con- 
fidence of the people—of appeals to new elc&ions.—Gentlemen 
may talk fluently, Sir, on this topic, and they may make that ap- 
peal with ſecurity, when they have taken good care by ſuch means 
as we are now conſidering to procure a majority of ſeats in this 
Houſe. Still, Sir, theſe means are not the leſs criminal—means 
ſuch as never before were made uſe of as they have been in this 
country—means which rend to raiſe the vices of mankind to the 
ſeat of virtue—to place the pettyfogging attorney, the man who 
has accumulated property by the molt culpable and ungentlenian- 
Ike methods—to make ſuch men the Peers of your land—the he- 
reditary Counſellors of the Crown, one of theſe eftates of your 
realm Good God! are you Gentlemen! do you hope for the 
honour of Peerage as a reward for your ſervices, or that your 
poſterity. ſhould one day be raiſed to it, and will you bear to ſee 
the ſear of honour thus debaſed—thoſe Peerages ſold, and ſold for 
the worſt of purpoſes, the purchaſe of the Houſe of Commons. 

But we are told this motion will not be agreed to becauſe we do 
not offer the country a new Conſtitution. What? becauſe we do 
not propole this, are we to be precluded from correcting any abu- 
ſes?—But, why ſhould we propoſe this meaſure? Every thing 
originating here, is blaſted in the bud—we face the North, ler 
them produce the meaſure—with them it may proſper—but it is the 
infelicity of that ſoil that in it nothing vegetates but the weeds of 
rank corruption. I now repeat, that IJ have proof of this charge 
azainſt Adminiſtration, give me a Committee, and I will produce 
it. If you were innocent, the — a two advantages, 
the opportunity of fully eſtabliſhing your innocence, and to prov- 
ing my falthood. 

Here the queſtion was called for, and on being put there ap- 
pe ared, 

| Ayes, 55 5 83 
Noes, — — INC 


Majority againſt the motion — 52 | 
Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. G. Ponſonby and Mr. Sheridan, 
For the Noes, — Vr. Beresford and Mr. Barrington. 
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Mr. Mas ox brought up the report of the committee of ſupply, 
which was read by the Clerk at the table, and afterwards by the 
Speaker, and agreed to by the Houſe. 


Dr. Bxowne ſaid, he was inſtructed by the Committee for 
trying the Dungarvon petitions to ſtate to the Houſe certain cir- 
cumſtances which had appeared on proceeding to their inveſtiga» 
tion. | | 

It had been thought proper by the Committee in the firſt in- 
ſtance to call for the petitions to be read, one of the petitions 
could not be found; the Committee called on the Clerks; their 
evidence was, thattwo petitions had been preſented on the ſubje& 
by two different candidates, one in July laſt, the other on the firſt 
day of this ſeſſion; that the Clerk in clearing the office of uſeleſs 
papers, had deſtroyed that endorſed the 2oth of January, con- 
ceiving that it was merely a duplicate of the other, as the Houſe 
had ordered, that all petitions ſhould be preſented this ſeſſion, 
and all thoſe duplicates had been deſtroyed; that the Clerk was 
a man of a very nervous habit, and might eafily, in his haſte, 
confound one one with another. | 

He added, that the counſel for the fitting members, had offered 
to the petitioner to accept of a copy of thꝭ petition, provided it 
be proved and authenticated to be exactly the ſame ; and the Com- 
mittee not being able to decide on the ſubject, bad deſired to lay 
the affair before the Houle, g | 


Mr. Snsx1Dan ſaid, that though the act had not made provi- 
ſion for ſuch an accident; yet he thought the Houſe might allow 
a new petition to be preſented. 


Mr. G. Pox$0nky thought there could not be the ſmalleſt ob- 
jection to this mode, and that the committee without the inter- 
vention of the Huule, thould be empowered to receive a new pe- 
tition. ; ED : 


Mr. J. Bexesrorp coincided in the © inion, that a new 
petition might be preſented, and mentioned that the ſitting mem- 
bers had offered to take a copy of the petition from the briefs of 


the oppoſite counſel. 


The SyzaKER ſaid, that though this kind of conduct might be 
a ſource of great impropriety ; yet he thought it his duty to ſtate, 
that the clerk in queſtion was at the time of this accident labour- 
ing under a ſevere illneſs, and bad been always a moſt diligent and 
faithful officer. 285 
Vo. XI. L 
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Aſter a very tedious converſation, it was thought right that the 
Houſe ſhould not interfere in the buſineſs, but leave the comittee 
to act as they thought proper; it being underitood that an authen- 
ticated copy, duly proved, was, whe-e the original paper was 
loſt, the very beſt evidence the nature of the cafe could admit. 

Previous to this converſation, the following members were no- 
minated to bo the Liſmore pctition. 


Right Hon. John O'Neill, Richard Pennefather, Eſq. 
William Pennefather, Eſq. Hen. Vaughan Brooke, Ef. 
Richard Grace, Eſq. Hon. Hugh Howard, 
William Meade Ogle, Eſq. Denham Jephſon, Eſq. 
Earl of Hilliborough, Lord Headtord, 
Charles Henry Coote, Eſq. R. Maginnis, Eſq. 
Henry Cope, Eſq. Robert Langriſhe, Eſq. 
——— — — — 


THuURsDay, FEBRUARY 10, 1791. 


The Houſe proceeded, according to order, to elect by lot 2 
Committee to try the Weſtmeath petition, when aſter the uſual 
forms the following gentlemen were choſen: 

The Hon. G. Knox, ]. Richardſon, | 

W. Rowley, Ocorge Cavendiſh, 

Hon. William Cuffe, Charles Tottenham, of Ballycurry, 
Hon. B. ON. Stratiord, J. Reilly, 

Richard Cavendiſh, Nicholas Coddington, 

George Burdet, W. P. Ruxton, 

R. Boyle Townſhend, John Wolte, of Newlands. 
Thomas Barton, 0 


The SrRAK ER requeſted the opinion of the Houfe, as to that 
part of the Grenville act, ice g petitioners from ſerving 
on election Committees; two of the gentlemen juſt ſelected were 
petitioners to the Houſe as freeholders: his own opinion was, 
that they did not come within the nieaning of the act but he 
would not decide without knowing the ſenſe of the Houſe. 

The opinion of the Speaker was unanimouſly approved; and it 
_ eſtabliſhed that the act intended only petitioners in their own 
right. 


Mr. Maſon preſented to the Houſe an account of the new 
places, ſalaries, and additional ſalaries placed on the inland re- 
venue eſtabliſhment ſince the year 1781 ; 

An account of all new places, &c. placed on the revenue eſta- 
bliſhment fince the year 1781; 

A lift of revenue officers in the gu department within the 
county of Dublin, on the iſt day of May, 1790; 
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A liſt of hearth-money collectors in the county of Dublin, at 
the ſame time; | 

A liſt of revenue officers on the inland department in the county 
of Dublin, at the ſame time. | 

Which were read and laid on the table. 

An Officer at the bar preſented an account of lotteries fince 
their eſtabliſhment, with the expenſes, &c. of each. Laid on 
the table. 

The report of the Committee on the Arigna works was ordered 
do be printed, | 


Mr. S. Moon having yeſterday complained of a breach of 
privilege committed againit rhe Houſe, in arreſting B. Acocks, 
a witneſs ſummoned on the trial of a controverted election; and 
the Marthal of the Four-Courts attending with Acocks in cuſtody, 
they were called in and examined at the bar. 

It appeared that Aco-ks had entered bail at bar in the Court of 
Exchequer, to a note of hand; that he had tor ſome time paſt ſe- 
creted himſelf, but having lait Saturday received a ſummons to 
attend a Comuittee, and conſidering it as a ſufficient protection, 
he ventured abroad on Sunday; that on Sunday his bail arreſted 
him; that he had pleaded the ſummons as a protection, but it did 
not avail him ;—he knew not why he was ſummoned, or whence 
the ſummons came. | 

After ſome converſation he was ordered to be diſcharged out of 
the Marſhal's cuſtody. N 


Mr. Mook aſked, whether he was not ſtill protected? 


The SPEAKER ſaid, nobody could preſume to touch him while 


ſummoned before the Committee, and under the protection of 
the Houſe. 


Mr. Corr reported the reſolutions of the Committee, te 
whom was referred the petition of Skeffington Thompſon and 
William Thomas Smyth, Efqrs. complaining of an undue election 
and return for the borough of I rim, which were agreed to by the 
Houſe, and are as follow: 

Reſolved unanimouſly, ** That it appears to this Committee, that 
the Right Hon. John Pomeroy wazduly elected, and returned a Bur- 
geſs to ſerve in the preſent Parliament, for the borough of Trim.” 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That itappears to this Committee, that 
the Hon. Arthur Weſley was duly elected and returned a Burgeſs 
to ſerve in the preſent Parliament, for the borough of Trim ” 

Reſolved unanimouſly, ,, That itappears to this Committee, that 
the returning officer for the borough of Trim, had adted on the 
late election, legally and impartaly. EIN 
4: 2 
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Mr. Grattan preſented a petition from the Corporation of 
Doſiers, and alſo a petition from the Corporation of ſhcermen and 
dyers, againſt the police eſtabliſhnient, which were received, read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſeif into a Com- 
mittee of ways and means, the Right Hon. J. Monk Maſon in 
the Chair. 


The CuANcRLLO or THE EXCHEQUER ſaid, he ſhould 
this night only move the uſual Stamp and Poſt- office duties, and 
to-morrow he ſhould move the duties on beer, ale, malt ſpi- 
rits, brandy, rum, and geneva—and on Monday, he ſhould move 
1832 conſolidation duties. 

e ſtamp and Poſt- office duties were agreed to, and the Houfe 
baving reſumed, the Committee had leave to fir again. 


Sir Edward Crofton preſented a bill for improving the road 
from Kinnegad to Athlone. Read a firſt time, and ordered tor a 
fecond reading to-morrow. 


— — 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY II, 1799. 


Mr. Larovcue roſe.—He ſaid, he very ſeldom troubled the 
Houſe, and when he did, he did not detain them long; he roſe 
to expreſs the ſatisfaQtion he felt in yookes 0". 6h forward a great 
and important meaſure, which had received the unanimous ap- 
probation of both ſides of the Houſe, as their reſolutions to en- 
courage the brewery, and check the abufe of ſpirits had ſhewn: 
he now thought it his duty, as it was his with, to bring in a bill 
conſonant to theſe reſolutions. He therefore moved the Houſe tor 
leave to bring in ſuch a bill. 


The CranceLLoR oF THE Excyeqrer declared, that he 
would be extremely happy to aſſiſt and coincide in the intention 
of the Right Hon. Gentleman; but as the means of checking ths 
abuſe of ſpirits, and eneouraging the brewery, were propoſed to 
be by a certain increaſe, and a certain abatement of duties, theſe, 
conſiſtent with the rules of Parliament, could be arranged in the 
committee of ways and means only; and therefore no bill could be 
brought in till the duties had been diſcuſſed in that committee. 
He did not mean to oppoſe the Right Hon. Gentleman, or at all 
eo interfere with the honour he muſt derive from his good inten- 
tion in ſuch a bill; he roſe merely to ſet him right as to parlia- 
mentary form relative to money bills—a form ded on wile 
priaciples to prevent ſurprize in taxes. 7 


„ 6. =. &. 0%. Shave he 
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Mr. LAT OVCHEH withdrew his motion. 


Mr. STEPHEN Mooxe, Chairman of the Committee for try- 


ing the county of Dublin petition, complained to the Houſe of 


Stephen Stretch, who having been examined before the committee, 
had groſsly prevaricated in His teſtimony. 

Stephen Stretch was called to the bar, and being aſked what he 
had to ſay for himſelf—he ſaid, that when before the committee, 
he was aſked ſo many queſtions, and by ſo many gentlemen, that 
he was quite coufounded, and knew not what he was ſaying. 


Mr. Pr xy aſſured the Houſe, that time and every opportunity 
of recollection was given to the evidence; that he was repeatedly 
cautioned of the danger he incurred by prevarication; that what 
he ſaid was read to Lie ; and notwithſtanding all that the com- 
mittee could do he continued to prevaricate in a moſt unexampled 
manner. EE | 

Stephen Stretch was, by order of the Houſe, committed to 
Newgate. | | 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL role to mention to the Houſe, 
that ſome of the public papers had ſtated, that an Hon. Member 
ina former debate, had mentioned the eraſure of a record, and 
intimated that is was done by the connivance of a noble Lord (Lord 
Sherborne.) Now, as it was molt certain, that the Hon. Mem- 
ber had not ſaid any ſuch thing, and as the calumny rended as 
much to injure the character of the Hon. Member, by whom 

tho? falſely) it was ſaid to be ſpoken, as it could that of the noble 
rd in queſtion, he roſe to give the Hon. Member an opportu- 
nity of declaring the fact. 


Dr. BROWN .I would be —_— y ſorry if it could poſſibly 
be ſuppoſed that what I mentioned could in any way apply to the 
noble Lord in queſtion; a perſon for whoſe character I entertain 
an high reſpe&, and againſt whom I never inſinuated the moſt re- 
mote 1uſpicion of a charge— | 

 Houſe—No, no, o. 


Mr. J. BERESTORD.— There is not a ſingle debate which ari- 
ſes in this Houſe, of which there is not ſome miſrepreſentation: 
The other day I was reported to have ſaid, that the brewers h 

keted a million and a half of money; and again, that an Hon. 
riend of mine and I were both called to — the Chair. As 


to myſelf I care little about miſrepreſentations: Such as I have 


mentioned, ſhew only folly or ignorance in the _ 3 but ſuch 
as the Right Hon. Gentleman has ſtated, may have miſchievous 
conſequences, and I think the printer ought to be called to the bax 


and puniſhed, 
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Mr. GAT rA x moved that the proper officer do lay before the 
Houſe the number of colliers which have entered the Port of Dub- 
ha ſince the 1 of January to the preſent day; and alſo the num- 
ber now in the harbour. The object of his motion was to found 
an enquiry, whether the preſent ſcareity ol coals was real or ficti- 
tious: and if fictitious he would bring in a bill to give the chief 
magiſtrate very ſtrong powers to prevent the like in future. 

Mr. Grattan preſented a petition from the corporation of Dublin, 
praying to have the export bounty on corn extended to the Fort of 

ublin.—Mr. Grattan ſaid, as he had received the petition but 
this morning, he had not formed any opinion as to its inerits, but 
it was his duty to preſent it; however it was a ſubject that the 
Houſe would conſider or national, not local principles. 


Mr. OcLe.—As this is a matter of immenſe conſequence to the 
whole nation, it ought to be made as public as poſſible, and that 
the whole nation may have full opportunity of conſidering it—I 
move you that the petition be printed. —Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Mas on reported certain reſolutions from the committee of 
ways and means, and thereupon the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved for leave to bring in the great money bill, and the Puſt- 
office bill. Leave given. fy 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf in a committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider further of ways and means for raiſing the ſup- 
ply ted to his Majeſty. , 
| Me Maſon in the Chair. 

The CHancELLOR oF THE EXCHEQUER obſerved, that it 
had been the opinion of the committee appointed to deviſe proper 
meaſures to check the immoderate uſe of ſpiritous liquors, that 
one mode would be to raile the price of ſpirits ſo high as to put 
them out of the reach of the common people, or at leaft to make 
them, when compared with beer relatively ſo much dearer, as to. 
give a decided preference in favour of the brewery. Prohibition 
was on all fides conſidered as a bad meaſure, and one that would 
defeat its own end, the ſame principle would hold in the degree 
of any very exorbitant duty; it would have two bad effects — it 
would, by encouraging the ſmuggler, make ſpirits more plenty 
than they are at prelent and totally ruin the revenue. 

In Erglard, when they began their ſucceſsful reform, they pro- 

eded by flow degrees, till they found the exact point of taxation 
_ > oa would bear, and this was the method he propoſed to 
blow. 

The intended tax on whiſkey be ſtated to be 15. 2d. not allow- 
ing any drawback, beſides 5d. on malt, making in all 1s. 7d. on 
each gallon of whiſkey : 1 his, together with certain regulations, 
was laying as heavy a burden on the diſtillery, as he imagined it 
could at preſent bear. | | 
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The principal regulations were, that ſtills of 500 gallons, in- 
ſtead of returning the an unt ef their contents 16 times in a month, 
ſhould be obliged to return them 24 times; that thoſe of 1000 
gallons, inſtead of 12, ſhould return 18 in a month; and thoſe 
of 2000, 15 inſtead of 10 times: — But, as by raiſing the price of 
inland ſpirits high, temptation would be held out to the impor- 
ters of foreign ſpirits to deluge the country with them; and all 
the difference which the alteration of tax would effect, would be 
only that the people would intoxicate themſelves with foreign in- 
ſtead of native ſpirits : To prevent this, he would propote on 
rum an additional duty of 8d. and on brandy 10d. This was bis 
plan, fo far as related to ſpirits. | 

With regard to beer, the preſent tax on it is 4s. 1d. after 
drawing back the malt tax, which drawback 1s attended with ſome 
trouble and expenſe. He propoſed now to lay it ſo that no malt 
duty ſhould be drawn back—but yer the whole tax on a barrel of 
ale ſhould be but 3s. 10d. He alto propoſed to relieve the brewer 
from the regulations as to the quantity of materials, and leave him 
to his own ingenuity. 

At preſent, a barrel of malt brewed into beer pays in various 


ways taxes to the amount of — — 8s. 2d. 
A barrel of malt diſtilled pays — — 6s. 6d. 
Making in favour of the diſtillery — TY sad. 


in the manufactory of one barrel of barley. 

But by the plan now propoſed for adoption, the relative ſituati- 
ons of the two manufactures would be changed, and the advan- 
tage given to the brewery.—For the future it will ſtand thus 
the barrel of malt when brewed, will pay — 7s. 6d. 

The barrel of nialt when diſtilled will pay 9s. 6d. 

Difference — — 25, od. 
To which add the difference forinerly in favour of the gad 

Diſtiller, but now againſt } 3s. Aid. 
The whole will be in favour of the brewer, com-) IF 
pared with his former fituation $ I” *. 

But a great part of the ſucceſs of this plan will depend upon the 
exertions of country Gentlemen, and the regulating of licenſes, 
_ _—_ be confined to particular deſcriptions of houſes as in 

ngland. | 

Havin now ſtated the outline of his plan, he ſaid, he hop 
for the ance of the Committee. He did not look upon it as 
an ordinary queſtion, but one which greatly involved the proſpe- 
rity of the nation. Were government to chuſe merely on a prin- 
ciple of revenue, they would much rather continue the preſent 
taxes; but where the health and morals of the people were at 
ſtake, and where the gentlemen of the country deſired it, they 
were ready to concede any thing, firmly relying on the Houſe, 


152 PARLIAMENTARY [Fss. 11, 


that if this experiment, made at the Houſe's defire, ſhould fail, 
the loſs of revenue would not be imputed to a miſmanagement of 
the Miniſters of Finance. but that the Houſe would recollect its 
engagement to make good that loſs. 


Mr. LoncrieLD expreſſed his apprehenſions leaſt the additi- 
onal duty propoſed on rum ſhould 1njure the Weſt-India rum, 
which he ſaid was a principal return in that trade for our provi- 
ſions and manufaRtures ; the trade was juſt rifing to ſame degree of 
importance, and he feared this might give a check; at all events 
he wiſhed for an opportunity of conſulting the merchants of Cork, 
who were deeply intereſted in this buſineſs ; and he thought the 
duty on whiſkey might very properly be encreaſed without induc- 
ing any neceſſity of raiſing the duty on rum. | 


The ChanceLLonr of THE ExcHEQUER ſaid, he was ſorry 
to raiſe the duties at all, but if whiſkey muſt be raiſed, the duty 
Propoſed to be laid on rum, was not high enough in proportion. 


Mr. GxaTTan entered fully into the ſubject reviewed the 
former and the 3 ſtate of the brewery, and compared them 
together. He ſaid no puiſne palliative meaſure would ever an- 
ſwer to aboliſh the dectructive poiſon of the people, whiſkey! 
The meaſure he propoſed was to remove totally all tax from beer, 
and to tax malt five ſhillings a barrel. He would not only remove 
the revenue tax, but the viſitation of the revenue officers from the 
brewer, and leave his nianufactory as free as that of a weaver or 
a dyer, or any other artificer. 

Mr. Grattan moved a reſolution as a foundation for his 
plan, That in lieu of all duties on beer and ale, five ſhillings 
per barrel ſhould be laid on malt.” 


Mr. Bus u faid, that he did not think a malt tax liable to all 
the objections which had been made to it. He did not think that 
It was more injurious to agriculture to lay the tax upon the malt, 
than on the beer or the ſpirits which were to be made of it; but 
It required much examination into the ſtate of the country, into 
the capacity of the officers who were to collect it, and into the 
frauds to which it might be liable, and the poſſibility of prevent- 
ing them, beſore they could determine totally to aboliſh the tax 
on beer, and to ſubſtitute a malt tax. His right hon. friend (Mr. 
Grattan) would ſurely allow this; that if „ße were found to be 
miſtaken, it would be very difficult, after deſtroying the exciſe on 
beer, to renew it hereafter. | But if thoſe who differed with him 
were found to be miſtaken, it would be very eaſy, at a future 
day, to adopt what he now propoſed. I hat it would be running 
a great additional riſk if we were to deſtroy the exciſe on beer, at 
a ume When Government had already agreed to one very hazard- 
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ous experiment. In compliance with the wiſhes of country 

entlemen, they had agreed to raiſe the tax on ſpirits very con- 
Fderably, which endangered a revenue of 170,000]. per anmum. 
It was not good to hazard every thing at once. The orders of 
the Houſe had been fully obeyed. Beer would get a decided 
preference, and ſpirits would be much dearer, which were the 
two objects which the Houſe had committed to them. Beer would 
have a poſitive advantage of above three pence per barrel; in his 
opinion it would have more; for as it required oaths and com- 

ulſion to make brewers uſe fix ſtone and an half of malt, proba- 
bly they might uſe leſs hereaſter, and of courſe pay leſs malt tax. 
Beer had another poſitive advantage, in not being obliged to ad- 
vance a tax which they were afterwards to draw back. Advanc- 
ing money was very injurious to any trade in a country whick 
wants capital. Beer would have great relat. ve advantages over its 
rival—ſpirits. At preſent a barrel of malt diſtilled into whif- 
key pays a leſs duty by 1s. 8d. if. than a barrel of malt brewed 
into beer. This preference is to be reverſed, and hereafter a bar» 
rel of malt diſtilled will pay a greater duty than a barrel of malt 
brewed, by two ſhillings. He was not of opinion that the decline 
of the brewery was owing to the tax on beer; becauſe at the time 
when the brewery flouriſhed, it paid a greater tax than it pays at 
this day; it flouriſhed before the alteration of the gallon, which 
gave the brewer above fourpence the gallon. It was in its proſ- 
perity five and twenty years ago, and it then paid a revenue of 
above 140,000]. per annum ;—whereas it does not now pay 
100,000]. and this large ſum was pajd by a nation neither ſo nu- 
merous nor ſo rich as we are at this day. It is not therefore the 
tax on beer which depreſſes the brewery ; to take away that tax 
would not be to point the remedy to that which had cauſed the 
evil. It was too much to venture that revenue, when we were 
riſking ſo much other ways. He hoped that, upon the whole, 
revenue would not ſuffer by the new regulations to be made; if 
it did, the Houſe was pledged to make good the deficiency. The 
meaſure was adopted on the ſudden. He would be a bold Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer who would vouch that it would anfwer 
in point of revenue. The ſubſtitution of a malt tax for all the 
exciſe on beer, was new both to Great Britain and Ireland. We 
had not time to form even a theory on the ſubject which we could 
rely upon, and we had not the practice of either country to guide ua. 

he Committee divided on Mr. Grattan's motion, 
Ayes 11 
Noes 1 


Tur ChANcELLOR of THE Ex chr oben then propoſed 
his reſolution of 1s. 2d. on ſpirits, without any drawback. He 
yiſhed to know whether the Right Hon. Gentlenian thought that 


* [ 


* 
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ſum high enough, when he conſidered that the malt tax of a gal- 
Jon was 5d. more? | 


Mr. GrzaTrTan ſaid, as Covernment had refuſed to give ef- 
ſectual relief to the brewery, they, and not he, mutt be reſpon- 
fible for the confequences—he would interfere no further. 

The Chancellor's motions were put and unanimouſly carried, 
and then the Committee agreed to adjourn and report. 


— — —— 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1791. 


A complaint was made from the Committee on the Weſtmeath 
election, that John Fiſher, ſummoned by that Committee, did 
not attend. 
lohn Fiſher was ordered to be taken into cuſtody by the Serjeant 
at arms. 
Daniel Brady was for a ſimilar offence in not attending the Com- 
mittee on the county of Dublin election, alſo ordered into cuſ- 


wdy. 
The Poſt- Office bill was preſented and read a firſt time. 


Mr, Cox RAR (obſerving the Houſe thin and the gallery crowd- 
ed) began by lamenting that curioſity ſeemed to act more power- 
fully on the public than a ſenſe of duty on the members of the 
Houſe. After ſaying a few words on his motives in making the 
intended motion, he ſtated its importance as going to induce en- 
quiry into a crime which muſt, if not puniſhed and prevented, ul- 
timately effect the deſtruction of the ſociety in which it. was ſuf- 
fered—it was raiſing men to the peerage for money, which was 
diſpoſed of to purchaſe the liberties of the people. 

A man who ſtood forth an accuſer in a caſe like this ought to be 
received by the Houſe as its beſt friend, or, if his accuſation 
ſhould prove unfounded and malicious, then the heavieſt indig- 
nation of the — fall on _— a 22 5 ſimilar 
import was propoſed on a former day, he could not ſuppoſe that it 
would have mer oppoſition; but finding it had been — he 
thought the Houſe muſt have objeQed to its form and that they 
were unwilling to enter into an ＋ wherein the honour and 
privileges of the Lords, as well as thoſe of that Houſe, were con- 
cerned, without their Lordſhips' concurrence. 

He was not inclined, he ſaid, after what had paſſed ſo recently 
on this ſubjeQ, to expatiate on the enormity of the a&t—nor on 
the wretched ſituation of thoſe miſerable men who were by it in- 
troduced into that Houſe, like beaſts of burden, to drudge for 
their employers—the humble inſtruments and pliant tools'of pow- 
er, Still leſs was he inclined to depict the ſituation of thoſe who 
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were introduced into the other, clothed in the robes of Juſtice, to 
frame laws, and diſpoſe of the property of the kingdom, under 
the direction of that corruption by which they had been ratfed. 
It would be more uſeful to conſider hat ſhould be done at ſuch a 
criſis, and what was the duty of the Houſe: and this duty was 
not difficult to be aſcertained it was not to be cited from volumes 
of law they were the grand inqueſt of the nation it was there- 
fore their duty to enquire into the alledged offence. Every man 
capable of ſitting on a Grand Jury was adequate to the enquiry ; 
the oath of the * Juror ſuggeſted their duty ot to ſufpreſe 
from malice, 1 from favour. 

He had heard it affirined that common fame was not ſufficient 
ground to inſtitute this enquiry but on the principles of the con- 
ſtitution, he did aſſert, common fame was a full and ſufficient 
ground of enquiry; and he appealed to the Houſe—to the king- 
dom—whether any report could be more prevalent, or more cre- 
dited, than that fk corrupt contract as he had mentioned was 
entered into by Adminiſtration. | 

But I reſt not, ſaid he, on common fame—lI have PROOF, and 
I ſtake my character on producing ſuch evidence to a committee as 
ſhall fully and incontrovertibiy eltabliſh the fact—thar a contract 
has been entered into by the preſent Miniſters to raiſe to the peer- 
age certain perſons on condition of their purchaſing a certain num- 
ber of ſeats in this Houſe. This evidence, however, he would 
not produce til] a committee ſhould be appointed: for no man can 
ſuppoſc that a man who is rich enough to purchaſe a peerage is not 
rich enough to corrupt the witneſles, if he ſhould produce them 
at the bar before an enquiry was inſtituted- 

He called on any lawyer to ſay, whether a man profeſſing him- 
lelf ready to proſecute, and ftaking himſelf to convict, would not 
in any Court be admitted to go into trial? I call on Jawyers, ſaid 
he, to anſwer this queſtion—for on this it depends—not whether 
the culprits ſhall be tried— but w hether the 8 of Ireland 
ſhall be acquitted. He called on them to be cautious in their de- 
ciſion on this queſtion, for they were in the hearing of a great num- 
ber of the people of Ireland. {Speaker called to order, and in- 
formed him it was unparliamentary to allude to ſtrangers—that 
there was a ſtanding order which excluded firangers—and if any 
alluſions to them are made by a member, he — enforce the or- 
der.— Sir H. Cavendiſh alſo ſpoke to order, and cenfured Mr. 
Curran's language as highly diforderly.] TN 


Mr. GzaTTAN did not think this doctrine was conſiſtent with 
the nature of a popular aſſembly —ſuch as an Houſe of Commons. 
He quoted an expreſſion of Lord Chatham's, in ſupport of this. 
opinion, who in the Houſe of Peers, where ſuch language was 
certainly leſs proper than in a Houſe of Commons, — ſed the 


Peers —“ My Lords, I ſpeak not to your Lordſhips I ſpeak to 


156 PARLIAMENTARY Fs. 12, 


the public and to the conſtitution.” The expreſſion, he ſaid, was 
at firſt received with ſome murmurs, but the good ſenſe of the 
Houſe and the genius of the conſtitution juſtified him. 


Mr. Cuxxan reſumed. He did not wiſh to uſe diſorderly 
Knguage, but was concerned for the honour of the Houſe, which 
was degraded by becoming accomplices ina crime fo flagranr—this 
Bann to remind them that they were in the preſence of 
the publio— Chair again called to order, and muſt clear the Houſe 
if any alluſion to ſtrangers.] Mr. Curran did not allude, he .d, 
to any ſtrangers in the gallery, but to the conſtrudled preſerce of 
the people of Ireland. He called on the Houſe to keep their 

eyes on four millions of people, Whom a ſerjeant at arms could 

not keep unacquainted 3 their proceedings. He called on 
them to conſider themſelves as in the preſence of the majeſly of 
the people—in the immortal preſence—and not to give impur ity 
to guilt, either from conſciouſneſs of participation, or from fa- 
your to the criminal. | 

He directed their attention to the people without doors, becauſe 
that people muſt now have contracted a habit of ſuſpicion at 
what paſſed within thoſe walls.—In the courſe of two ſeſſions the 
conſtitution of Britain had been demanded in the name of the 
People, and refuſed. It was the wiſdom of Great Britain to ref- 
train the profuſion of public money for corrupt purpoſes, by li. 
miting their penſion li. It was the wiſdom of Great Britain to 
preclude from her Senate men whoſe ſituations afforded ground to 
tuſpec&t that they would be under undue influence. It was the 
willow of Britain that certain individuals ſhould be reſponſible to 
the people for public meaſures. Theſe were demanded by the 
people of Ireland, but the wiſdom, certainly not the corruption, 
of that Houſe, had denied them. | 

To have claims of alledged right continually overborne by a 
majority, might induce credulous minds to ſuppoſe the Houſe 
corrupt. Another circumſtance might contribute to give ſtrength 
to the ſuſpicion. We had enjoyed our conſtitution, ſuch as it 
was, but eight years, and in the courſe of that time there had 
been twice that number of attacks made on it; and now thoſe 
very gentlemen ſpend their nights in patriotic _— to defend that 
conſtitution whole patriotic nights were former 7 ſpent in oppo- 
ing its acquiſition. Thefe circumſtances naturally led the public 
mind to ſuſpicion—they were corroborated by another no leſs re- 
markable—{[t was ſuppoſed he alluded to Sir H. C— an 
Hon. Baronet—a man fle/hed in oppofition—one who had been 
emphatically called the arithmetic of the Houſe—to ſee ſuch a 
man march to join the corps of the Miniſter, without any aſſigna- 
ble motive under Heaven for the tranſition—as if tired of explain- 
ing the orders of the Houſe—of talking of the majeſty of the 
people, of conſtitution, and of liberty to day glorying in hy 
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ſtrength, rejoicing like a giant to run his courſe, and to-morrow 
cut down—and nothing lett of him but the blighted root from 
- which his honours once had flouriſhed. Theſe were circumſtan- 
ces which, when they happened, would naturally put the people 
on their guard. He then exhorted the Houſe to conſider their dig- 
nity, to feel their independence, to conſider the charge he laid be- 
tore them, and to proceed on it with caution and with ſpirit. If I 
charge a member of your Houſe, ſaid he, with a crime which I 
am ready to prove, if you give me an opportunity, andam ready 
to {ubuit to the infamy of a falſe accuſer if I fail—then to ſcreen 
ſuch a inan, and not permit me to prove his guilt, —is yourſelves 
to convict him, and convict him of all the guilt and baſeneſs of a 
crime, allowing him no chance of extenuation from the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe. 

Now, I ſay again we have full proof to convict; I have evi- 
dence unexceptionable—bur if you call on me to declare this evi- 
dence—l will not do it till you enter on the enquiry.—lI have ſome 
property in this country, little as it may be it is my all, — I have 
children, whom I would not wiſh to diſgrace, — I have hope, per- 
haps more than I have meric—all theſe J ſtake on eſtabliſhing ay 
charge. I call on you to enter on the trial. After a very long and 
able ſpeech, Mr. Chim moved, That a Conmiittee be appointed, 
conſiſt ing of members of both Houſes of Parliament, who do not hold 
any employment, or enjoy any penſion under the Crown, to enquire, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, whether the late or preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion have directly or indirectly entered into any corrupt agreement 
with any perfon or perſons, to recommend ſuch perſon or per- 
fons to his Majeſty, for-the purpoſe of being created Peers of this 
kingdom, on conſideration of their paying certain ſums of money, 
to be laidout in the purchaſe of ſeats for members to ſerve in Par- 
liament, contrary to the rights of the people, inconſiſtent with 
the independence of Parliament, and in direct violation of the 
fundamental laws of the land.” 

He afterwards made an obſcrvation or two on the declaration of 
the Lord Chancellor, when he ſat in that Houſe, that it coſt Go- 
vernment half a million to beat down the ariſtocracy, and would 
coſt them another to beat down the preſent—and concluded by ſay- 
ing, that ſhould the motion be agreed to, it would be neceſſary, 

in the next place, to ſend a depntation to the Lords to defire their 
concurrence. | 


Mr. GzaTTan ſeconded the motion. 


The 8SoLIciro R GENERAL. —There is not much novelty, Mr. 
Speaker, in the ſubject which is before you, although there is 
much novelty in the manner of arguing it, and in the form in 
which it 15 brought forward, You are moved, that a committee 
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of both Houſes be appointed for the purpoſe of this enguiry ; and 


we are called upon to come to a reſolution, not confined to the 

Houſe of Commons, but imperative upon the Lords, to contribute 

2 proportion of the Peers to that committee, on the buſineſs of 

which they have had no communication whatſoever. I think, Sir, 

that no inttance of the kind can be found in the Jour nals of Parlia- 
ment. Ihe meaſure is as abſurd, as it is impracticable: But it 
is time that the Houle ſhould be at reſt upon the ſubject This is 

the fourth time that it has been brought forward: It came on as a 

diſtinct queſtion in the laſt ſeſſion ot the late Parliament, and it 

made a part of a political olio which diſtinguiſhed the combined 
efforts of the gentlemen on the other ſide, at the concluſion of it. 

The ſame queſtion was agitated, and rejected a few nights ago, in 

a manner that gives it little hopes of ſucceſs on the preſent occaſion, 

when it comes forward in a more exceptionabie ſhape than ever. 

I have to congratulate my friends at this fide of the Houſe, that 
the Miniſter at the other fide, in the opening of his budget for 
the current year, has no new charges to lay on; he is beat back to 

his old, ſcanty, and inefficient reſourees, and is obliged to break 

in on the ſinking fund of a ſinking oppoſition. 
The accuſation is as deſperate in its tendency, as it is unſup- 
ted by fact, and would go to derogate from the dignity of the 
egiſlature to overturn every authority of the State, and to un- 
hinge the whole of our political {yſtein. Not content with tra- 
ducing King, Lords, and Commons, it neceſſarily involves the 
conſtituent body as the medium of that venality through which 
the alledged miichief is ſuppoſed to have been effected the re- 
forming remedy to which, if it exiſts, they have not the virtue 
or magnanimity to propoſe. 
From the moment you paſs ſuch a vote as is propounded, you 
are pledged toimpeach, without knowing whom, or for what to 
charge, and without being informed of thecrime, the criminal or 
the evidence to be adduced. The apprehenſion of the witneſs being 
liable to be tampered with, is given as the reaſon for not diſcloſing 
him; ſo that the accuſer furniſhes the moſt decided reaſon to damn 
the credibility of the evidence which he refuſes to bring forward. 

Pray, Sir, is the great inqueſt of the nation to be agitated by 

every idle tale told by an ideot? By the dreaming ſtories of every 

golliping fool who withes to create a conlequence by boaſting of 

is being an accomplice, and by offering himſelf to be an ap- 
prover ? If ſuch a one be received let him come like other àp- 

rovers—in vinculis, with a rope about his neck, to ſtring him up 
if he cannot eſtabliſh his charge, | 

There are ſome lies that acquire currency by their repetition, 
and at laſt become believed by the inventor ; ſuch may be the caſe 
at preſent—and this may be a bold political lie to anſwer the pur- 
pole of the day. Se | 

When this buſineſs was firſt introdnced, Common Fame was the 
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foundation relied on; and a notable precedent was reſorted to, of 
the 1it and 2d of Charles I. ro thew that Common Fame had been 
a ground for parliamentary impeachment: when that caſe comes 
to be looked into, we find the famous Mr. Noy, the active man in 
a determination which ought to be reprobated—as was the ad vo- 
cate of it. I ſay, Sir, that it 1s a dangerous and unfounded pre- 
cecdenr—and ſuch a one as might, with the aid of an obſeguious 
parliament, be converted to the moſt deſperate purpoſes, by an 
arbitrary Miniſter in deſperate times. Here then is the great 
ground-work of this popular proſecution, growing out of the au- 
thority of that infamous Attorney General, Noy, who framed 
and adviſed the writ of ſhip-money—who laid the foundation of 
all the misfortunes of his Sovereign ho involved Eis country in 
calamities—and whole councils were ſo miſchievous, that his 
death was looked upon to be a judgment from Heaven. 

Here is the high ground on which gentlemen have taken their 
ſtand, and this is the precedent from an Attorney General ef 
Charles the firſt to regulate the Champions of Liberty in the year 
1791. | 
j the learned mover 1{ays, he has abandoned Common Fame, 
then ſhe has become \like other unſortunate females) completely 
abandoned indeed! And we are now called upon to take up in 
the room looſe Conjecture, myſterious Credulity, beneath the ho- 
nour of Parliament to attend to. | 

I cannot help — Sir, that this meaſure has been intro- 
duced as an implied cenfure of the exerciſe of the Royal Preroga- 
tive in conferring the honour of peerage. Similar jealouſies have 
been entertained in another country, in former times, where they 
had the appearance of being better founded. Queen Anne made 
twelve peers at a batch—it cauſed a political ferment, and early 
in the ſucceeding reign a bill paſſed the Lords of Great Britain to 
limit their number: The bill was wiſely rejected by the Com- 
mons, for it it had paſſed, one of the beſt prerogatives of the 
Crown would have been extinguiſhed. A limited peerage would 
have been a moſt dangerous nuiſance in the ſtate, for the ſalutary 
controul which the wiſdom of the conſtitution gives to the Sover- 
eign by adding to their numbers, being taken away, they would 
become an overbearing and deſpotic Ariſtocracy. 

Far be it from nie to queſtion the competency of this Houſe, or 

its aptitude to entertain well-founded æceuſations; but this, like 

every other court, will take care that they are brought forward for 

the 8 of juſtice, and that the accuſers ſhall come with clean 
ands. | 

When a great buſineſs of the kind has been alreadythrice brought 
forward without ſucceſs, it is moſt fortunate that the conſtituents 
of Rathcormuck (that ſeat of celebrated political virtue) ſhould 
- have ſent the learned member who made you the motion, to preach 


up purity to the Parliament of Ireland, and to regenerate it by re- 
formation, | | 
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L entreat that the learned Gentleman may feel no apprehenſion 
that I miean to interrogate him as to the nature of his negociations 
with that worthy ſet of men, his conſtituents, or of the influence 
which directs them. I ſhould as ſoon think of enquiring into a 
gentleman's gallantries as into the privacy of his politics. The 
moſt intereſting connexions of life are preſerved inviolate by that 
ſenſe of honour and ſecrecy which always will actuate every man 
that has the feeling and that ſpirit of a gentleman, which beats as 
high in this country as any on earth. I he principle will apply to 
the deareſt concerns of ſocial duty, and wil regnlare the moſt ar- 
dent minds in the purſuit of every thing that is worth carrying 
by love or mercy. There are ſome things which no man is bound 
to diſcloſe, as if it was part of the plot of a play, of which the 
poet has ſaid, 

Vel res agitur inſcenis vel aaa repertur. 

I ſhould hope the gentleman had more of the feelings which 
Archer ſo claſſically attributes to, poor Ovid in his exile, when 
Mrs. Sullen aſks Archer What was he baniſhed for?“ he an- 
ſwers, For his ambitious love:“ the aſks again, if he was ſuc- 
ceſsful? Oh, Madam! there, ſaid he, he has left us in the 
dark, he was too much a gentleman to tell.“ | 
Such are the feelings which I am ready to attribute to the Hon. 
Gentleman, and ſuch he ought to inculcate upon others. 

Upon every principle, I think this motion ought not to be put, 
and 1 ſhall therefore move you the previous quettion. 


Sir BoyLE Rocxt.—lt is with the utmoſt regret, (when my 
public duty obliges me) that I obtrude myſelf on the patience of 
the Houſe; but encouraged and honoured as I have been, I am 
emboldened to beg your indulgence for a few ininutes. 

Unaccuſtomed as I am to 2 ſpeaking, the ſurprize of the 
mind on ſuch an occaſion might perhaps have fo far betrayed me, 
as to make me let fall expreſſions which might give offence. When 
ever it ſo happened, it always gave me the greateſt pain. I there- 
fore hope the Houſe will extend its farther goodneſs to me, and 
E that my error proceeded rather from my head than from 

& is in the recolleQion of every one here, what a violent ſtorm 
blew on this very ground, the laſt night of the laſt Parliament; 
when, in the midſt of noiſy ſophiſtry and declamation, a roll of 
paper (cloſe written) was drawn forth as long as a coach-whip, by 
way of an appeal to the people; containing the ſuppoſed crimes 
and miſdemeanors of all the Gentlemen amongſt us, who ſup- 
ported his Majeſty's government. And I remember the confuſion 
do have been fo great, that the lookers-on muſt have imagined 
themſelves in Bedlam, inſtead of a Houſe of Parliament. 

In this manner, with a catalogue of crimes founded on mere 
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aſſertion, without any proof, we were all ſent to the bar of the 
people, to judge of us according to our merit or demerit! 

Now, I call upon the one fide of the Houſe to look at the other 
ſide; there they will ſee reſponſibility, property, and public cha- 
racter; men, who are returned by the people, in order to pro- 
te the adminiſtration of the King from a violent diſappointed 
faction, which has formed itſelt as into a wedge, to force aſunder 
the government and peace of the country. 

1 remember in the lat night's debate, an Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. George Ponſonby) emphatically called upon the new Mem- 
ders of this new Parliament, to come over to his immaculate ſide 
of the Houſe ; but was anſwered by a contemptuous ſneer. Now, 
I find we are bombarded again, by this very queſtion, diſpoſed of 
ſo often, but we lay ſafe in our entrenchments, behind the wiſhes 
and approbation of the people, and the enemy's ſhells, being pre- 
pared with damaged oppoſition powder, fall far ſhort of us; in- 
deed I excuſe them, for they had no ammunition to ſpare. 

I feel myſelf ſtanding here as the repreſentative of the people 
at large; and I ain inſtructed by my conſtituents to ſupport his 
Majeſty's government, againſt a faction determined in all caſes to 
obſtruct the fair and honeſt meaſures of adminiſtration. As I have 
ſo often made uſe of the word faction, I think it neceſſary to ſay, 
that a body of people, who in all cafes oppoſe, and impede 
the wheels of government, both in and out of Parliament, merits 
(in my opinion) that harjh epithet. | | 

My own ideas are in perfect uniſon with thoſe of my conſtitu- 
ents; and I am determined to ſupport his Majeſty's government 
with my voice within doors, and with my blood (if 1 ſhould be 
called upon) withour. Aud, I own, that being employed in his 
Majeſty's ſervice is matter of pride to me; and in my ſituation I 
an as free from corruption as any man who hears me. 

The matter now before us, reſpectiug the proſtitution of the 
Peerage (as it is called) may be true or falſe for any thing I know: 
but I muſt bez leave to bring to the recolle&ion of Right Hon. 
and Honourable Gentlemen (Mr. Grattan and Mr. Ponſonby) 
that in a former adminiſtration, in which they themſelves were 
confidential (if Fame tells truth) the Peerage of this country was 
commuted for ſeats in Parlianent—and in that ſame adminiſtration, 
in whoſe cabinet theſe Gentlemen were principals, even the ſeats 
of the Judges when upon the Bench of Juſtice were commuted for 

ſeats in Parliament. Then, indeed, theſe Gentlemen thought it 
@ proper meaſure ; but in the preſent adminiſtration, they charge 
it, though without any proof, as a ſubject of impeachment. 


Mr. CHARLES O'Neir ſaid, the learned and Hon, Gentleman 
(the Solicitor General) who ſpoke from an oppoſite bench, but who 
di 2 the moment he had finiſhed his oration, put him in 
e 8 e SEES 
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mind of the conduct of the captain of a French man of war, who 
ing attacked by a gallant cout ryman of curs was defermined to 
Jell himſelf dearly, and yet preſerve a whole ſkin; he accord- 
ingly waited the near approach of our countryman, fired a full 
broadſide into him, and 1mmediately ftruck his colours—but the 
French captain made more impreiſion on his affailants than the 
lon. and learned Gentleman's arguments were like to do on his. 
Gentlemen on all fides, continued he, have admitted the ſale 

f peerages to be an high crime—ard that it is aggravated ten- 
told by the application of the money arifing from ſuch ſale to the 
wrchaſe of ſeats in this Houſe: Now does any man doubt the 
Q? I know it—l fee the inen now in their places. But Gentle- 
men ſay, ** produce your proof Common Fame is not a ſufficient 
ground of charge; the Gentlemen who ſay this, do but ſhew 
their own Ignorance. In 1680, a Parliament was called, which 
met in a very ill temper, and on the mere authority of Common 
Fame, they addreſſed the Crown to remove Lord Halifax for ever 
from all places of truſt or confidence. No doubt was then enter- 
tained of the power of the Houſe to accuſe on the authority of 
Common Fame; and if the Houſe had not this power, I cannot 


{ 


ſee how the inroads of the Crown upon the conſtitution could 
be checked. = 

Gentlemen have called the charge which is this night brought 
forward a libel—why ic is a libel, and therefore the perſons li- 
belled ſhould be ready todefend their honour by an enquiry, 


Mx. Denis Browne.—vir, I ſhall beg leave to anſwer the 
queſtions which the learned Gentleman on the other fide has put 
fo us on this fide, by aſking him another queſtion—Can he not, 
to his own poſitive knowledge, declare, that there are on that 
fide of the Houſe many gentlemen, who fit through the influence 
of Peers? Sir, I ſay, there are. I ſay, in his own words, I 
ſee the men now in their places; and therefore, Sir, it is an idle 
and a filly thing for gentlemen to bring charges which are ſo eaſily 
_ retorted on themſelves. If there is any defect in the repreſen- 
kation of the country, come forward like honeit men, and amend 
it; but until you do amend it, never degrade Parliament, by 
charging crimes which, if they have exiſtencce at all, exiſt in as 
eat plenitude on the fide which ſets itſelf up in oppoſition to 
qvernment as on this. Of what is a very great part of oppo- 
fition compoſed? Common Fame ſays, of men ſent in by Peers, 
and who are the very puppets or automatons, the learned Gen- 
tleman who ſpoke firſt, bas amuſed the Houle in deſcribing. 
It is certain, Sir, that Common Fame 1s but a goſſipping kind 
a lady, and does not always deſerve eredit- but ſometimes 
the blabs a little truth. 1 have heard, that in Lord Northing- 
ton's time, when theſe gentlemen were in confidence, and acted 
with government, a perion was gnnobled, and that he did return 
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two Caſtle Secretaries into this Houſe, in part payment for his 
honour. How could Gentlemen know of ſuch a tranſaction and 
not follow it with impeachment? Surely their virtuous minds 
mult revolt from an act fo full of moral turpitude, and political 
corruption—yet know it they did; and I call upon them now to 
lay their hands upon their hearts, and deny it if they can: they 
cannot, Sir; and therefore I ſay, I am aſtoniſhed that men re- 

reſenting Peers, in this Houſe, or men who fit in purchaſed 
| xo ſhould be forward to agitate this queſtion 

As for me, Sir, ſtanding on ſuch high ground, repreſenting a 
great and free county, it is unneceſſary to ſpeak of myſelt—I 
will not be ſuſpected of having any thing to do with ſuch impro- 
per tranſactions, if they exiſt at all, a thing I would moſt will- 
ingly diſbelie ve but as the ſubject has been ſo much ſpoken of, 
there is but one way to prevent the miſchief that — ariſe to 
the nation nate your Repreſentation free. I will ſuppoſe, the 
Right Honourable, the Honourable and the learned Gentlemen 
on the other ſide, have, by ſome unhappy accident, ſucceeded in 
obtaining the darling end of all their patriotiſm ; that their zeal, 
their perſeverance, their abilities, have been crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs; that they have obtained the victory in their ſtruggles for 
power, and that they are made Miniſters. Nay, I will go fur- 
ther—I will even ſuppoſe that they have kept their words, per- 
formed all the — which they have made to the people: 
but of What avail is this? Alas! they are but mortal they can- 
not tranſmit this virtue to poſterity and when they are gone, if 
they leave not behind them a parliamentary reform, who can 
anſwer that future Peers may not through ſome accident, ſend 
men into this Houſe, more flexible than thoſe which the patrons 
of the honourable and learned Gentleman have choſen. 

Sir, I have often thought upon the ſubject of a parliamentary 
Reform—nothing but a conſciouſneſs of my own inability could 
have prevented me having ere now propoſed that meaſure to 
you: however, I pledge myſelf, if I live, before the eight years 
for which this A is elected ſhall expire, I will lay before 
you a plan of parliamentary Reform; and I call upon the Right 
_ Honourable, the Honourable and learned Gentlemen on that 
ſide of the Houſe ſor their aſſiſtance, to render it completely 
unexceptionable, 


Mr. CLEMENTS.— ir, I riſe to make one obſervation on what 
has fallen from the learned Gentleman who opened this debate 
I riſe in ſupport of an illuſtrious perſon who once fat in this 
Houſe, and whoſe virtues and abilities have raiſed him to the 
higheſt ſeat in the other—a perſon whoſe acts give bleſſings to 
the country on which his character reflects honour. 

The learned Gentleman has wiſtated, and that miſtatement is 
not new in this Houſe—that _ noble perſon alluded to declared, 
; M 2 


16646 PARLIAMENTARY Fes. 16, 


that half a million had been expended in purchafing ſeats for 
members of Parliamenr. Sir, I do perfeQtly remember the words 
Which were ſpoken, I have them on paper as I took them down 
at the time—they are theſe, © / have been told that it once cof 
this nation half a million to deſtroy a dangerous Ariſtocraey, and # 
Iwarn gentlemen how they encourage another leſt it coſt them a mil- 
lion.) Sir, 1 beg pardon for troubling you, I do not often riſe ; 
radeed, within a few years I have obterved ſuch a ftyle of lan- 
guage introduced into the Houſe, as makes me very unwilling to 
mix in the converſation. 


Mr. Coon ſaid, he roſe to the queſtion before the Houſe, 
which was to appoint a committee of Lords and Commons, to 
enquire into an impeachable crime; and he then aſked, whe- 
ther a motion ſo unconſtitutional, was ever before introduced in 
Parliament? He appealed to the mover of the queſtion as a 
conſtitutional man, and as a lawyer, whether any thing would 
be ſo contrary to every principle of judicial proceeding, as, upon 
a charge, which in its nature proved a ground for impeachment, 
to call upon the Lords, who were to be Judges in the cauſe, to- 
become the accuſers ?—Did not ſuch a proceeding produce a claſh- 
ing and confuſion of the judicial powers? Did it not tend to 
take from the Commons their great inquiſitorial power of im- 
peachment, and transfer it to the Lords? And if that were 
plainly the caſe, he called upon the Houſe te reſiſt a motion, 
which he conceived to be unprecedented, unparliamentary, and 
unconſtitutional ; which blended improperly the inquiſitorial and 
judicial functions; which relinquiſhed the excluſive privileges of 
the Commons on charges of impeachment; and by turning the 
the Judges into the accuſers, produced the greateſt confuſion of 


D 


every legal principle of trial. 
Mr. AxcnpaLL ſaid, that notwithſtanding all the ingenuity 


Woith which the learned, Gentleman had argued he never would 


accede, without evidence, to a motion to injure the honour, or 
diſturb the peace of any individual, though utterly unknown to 
him. He had heard, with great pleaſure, a very flowery oration, 
extremely well delivered, with good emphaſis and diſcretion ; 
but it only ſerved to put him in mind of the obfervation 
which a dull fellow at Cambridge, a profeſſor of mathematics, 
made, after having read Pope's Fm ard pithetic poem of 


Abelard and Eloiſa; far from being affected by the ſubject, or 
captivated with the charms of verſe, with the moſt mortitying in- 
difference, he ſaid— Well, and what does all this prove ® Now, 
I fear, ſaid Mr. Archdall, there may be many amongſt us ſo dull, 
as, after all the learned-Gentleman's declamation, to aſk— Well, 
and what does all this prove, except the eloquence and ingenuity | 
of the learned Gentleman? 1 Fe fl 
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He had heard gentlemen declare, that they would bring for- 
ward the bufineſs of which they complained, point by point, and 
ſtep by ſtep; their points, had indeed appeared luminous and reſ- 
plendant at a diſtance, and in the dark; bur, like other 2 had 
vaniſhed, as che light approached them; and their ſteps were 
like thoſe in a gothic building, degrees which lead but to diſap. 
pointment. Gentlemen had boaſted, that they poſſeſſed public 
confidence, but a very little time had ſhewn that public confidence, 
like public curioſity, was much upon the wane. 

Mr. Archdall concluded thus, Sir, I do ſay, and I will tell 
that public, to whem the gentlemen are ſo fond of appealing, 
that they owe more obligation, as they will receive more laſting 
benefit from the motion of a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. La- 
touche's relative to Spirits.) who fits in ſilence, than they ever can 
by all the pointed invective and brilliant oratory, which, like the 
electric fire, dies as it flaſhes, and leaves neither heat nor pro- 
duction behind it. a 


Mr. BARRIX GTO. I ſhould not riſe, Sir, again to treſpaſs 
on the indulgence of this Houſe, again to offer my ſentiments on - 
a ſubject already thrice diſcuſſed—thrice reprobated—and thrice 
digeſted ; did I not with to act conſiſtent with myſelf, and to cou- 
vince the Hon. Mover of the reſolution, that I ſhall oppoſe, in 
any form, in which his fancy can place a propoſition unpreceden- 
ted and unparliamentary as the preſent. I have heard an Hon. 
Member ſay, that the materials which may be thrown on the fire 
of this enquiry, wilbbe conſumed in the eſſay: But I will aſſure 
the Hon. Member, that all the fire he poſſeſſes, the livid flaſhes 
of his wit, the brilliant flame of his declamation, will not have 
power even to ſcorch the material which ſhall exinguiſh this en- 
quiry ; for it is a conſtitutional material; it is a material compoſed 
of privilege, prerogative, and franchiſe. And not to give a harſher 
epithet to this reſolution, it is a libel on the Crown, the Parlia- 
ment, and the people, the government, and the conſtitution. And 
I congratulate this Houſe on the weakneſs of any effort to defame 
it—efforts which. become futile as they become reiterated. Shall 
the deareſt prerogative of the Crown fall proſtrate before rumour 
and aſſertion ? if any Hon. Member aſſert that the power of grant- 
ing honours reſides with the Miniſter, I will anſwer, it is an un- 
conſtitutional aſſertion ; if he aſſert the miniſterhas granted thoſe 
honours, I will anſwer it is an unproved, unconſtitutional aſſer- 
tion; and if he aſſerts he can prove it, Ianſwer it is ſtill only an un- 
conſtitutionalaſſertion; for if the Hon. Member poſſeſſes proofs ofthe 
treaſon of a Miniſter, if he poſſeſſes evidence of guilt towards the con- 
ſtitution, if he can prove the erime and the perpetrator, why this en- 
quiry? why call for an enquiry into facts he is already poſſeſſed of? 
why call for an enquiry into treaſons already in proof? why ſeek for 
eyidence already aſcertained ? If the Hon. Member poſſeſſes proofs 
and evidence, and a knowledge of facts, if the crime is proved: 
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and the criminal identified, let him come forth conſtitutionally, 
legally, boldly; let him make ſpecific articles of impeachment 
N perſons for ſpecific crimes; and let juſtice flow in 
her uſual and legal courſe. But no, that would not anſwer the 
Hon. Member's views; his pocket evidence is not ſtrong euough 
to convict, but his aſſertion may be plauſible enough to defame the 
adminiſtration; it may be plauſible enough to taint the itream of 
honour, to diſcolour the pure fountain from whence the ſtream of 
honour derives its ſource. Sir, this reſolution ſeems as a quo 
2werranto brought againſt the executive power to ſhew cauſe tor 
the exertion of the prerogative. But, Sir, the enemy of the 
crown Is not the friend of . people; and any declaimer upon li- 
berty is not the protector of its 5 The Hon. Member has 
now rejected the ground of publie rumour, and he has reſorted to 
his citadel, his own aſſertion ; But, Sir, weak as the ground of 
Public rumour may be, private aſſertion is ſtill weaker; and I call 
upon the Hon. Member to give us ſtronger, I call upon him to lay 
upon our table his proofs, his evidence, his documents, his facts. 
I dare him to it, Icall on him to give us grounds for enquiry. No, 
no, he calls upon us to give him an enquiry, whilſt he carries the 
reſult of that enquiry in his own pockets; is this rational, is this 
wile, 1s this — is this parliamentary? No 
Sir, if it was rational, or wiſe, or legal, or parliamentary, 
it would not anſwer the Hon. Member's view. But I am not weak 
enough to ſay that every Miniſter muſt be immaculate; that every 
meaſure: of government muſt be correct; that every exertion of the 
crown muſt be conſtitutional; or that the prerogative of the exe- 
cutive power 1s inſufficient: No—but I conceive that the prerog- 
ative of the crown is in its juſt and healthful vigour, and cannot 
be tampered with, without danger to the conſtitution, 'T here is 
a-mutual compact between the government of a country, and the 
ple who are governed ; the people are protected by the laws, 
and ſhould ſupport the powers which enaft them hilſt the laws 
are wholeſome, whilſt the government of the country does not 
overſtep the line drawn by the conſtitution, whilſt it confines it- 
ſelf within the limits aſſigred it by that conſtitution, whilſt it 
does not attempt to tear down the equipoiſe upon which depends 
the . and indeed the exiſtence of that conſtitution—it 
ought to be ſupported by the people, and reſpected by the com- 
munity. But the Hon. Mover ſays, the Mininiſter of this coun- 
try, has o erſtepd the line, has torn down the equipoiſe, has cor- 
rupted the conſtitution: Why? becauſe the Hon. Mover aſlerts 
it— be has information of the facts. Sir, the Hon. Member may 
have much information—he has the aſſiſtance of a committee of 
_ correſpondence, which, thank Heaven, my reſpect and reverence 
© for the conſtitution ever has, and ever will deny me the benefit 
of. But, Sir, were his Majefty's Attorney General appointed 
there, and bis Majeſty's Secretary of State there, and his Majet: 
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ty's Commiſſioners there, and the Chancellor of his Majeſty's Ex- 
chequer there, the Hon. Members would have a different Jan- 
guage. Many of them have held out a different language, at a 
different period; and, Sir, on the moſt extraordinary, perplex- 
ing, and melancholy queſtion ever agitated in this Houfe, when 
all was doubt, all was dilemma, an Hou Member was aſked, how 
he intended to play his cards upon that occafion? And he anſwer- 
ed with equal pleaſantry and prudence, that it was impoſſible to 
tell—for he did not know what would be trumps. Sir, ſome gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide, fell into that error, and naturally ſeel a 
little ſore for having loſt the rubber, by mi/taking trumps ; and 
as they cannot recover their Jofles, are reſolved to ſcold the win- 
ners. 

But, Sir, the abſurdity of this reſolution (had it no other error) 
ſhould ſcout it from your benches; it is a refolntion to appoint a 
committee of 5 Houſes for certain purpoſes. By what new au- 
rhority Sir, can we, in the Commons, appoint committees for the 
Lords? By what new powers are we to commence our guardian- 
ſhip over their privileges, and order their committees to unite with 
us in debaſing themſelves? Or, are we, Sir, the repreſentatives 
of the people, to tell them that they are repreſented by infamy? 
That proſtitution occupies thoſe benches and that they muſt have 
been as corrupt in conferring, as we in exerciſing the delegation? 
No: This is not the language of wifdom—this is not the lan | 
of Parliament; and though I condemn the principle—though I 
reprobate the reſolution, I admire the ſingular eloquence and fire 
of its mover. But I apprehend, like the fire of the Phœnix it 
will conſume the being that gave it exiſtence. | 

Sir, It gives me pleaſure to ſee the Hon. Mover of the reſolu- 
tion exert his talents; and with all the fingularity, with all the 
fervour, with all the oddity, and with all the celebrity of the pa- 
rent bird, ſtep into the pit, a gallant little Phoenix, ready for ac- 
tion; it cheers me to ſee his ſpirit—to ſee him whet his ſpurs — 
and peck—and peck—and peck—and briſtle up his plumage, and 
flutter, and take his flight, and crow out © Victory!” before the 
battle is begun.—But, alas! Sir, ſtrip little Phœnix of his bor- 
rowed feathers, bare him of his glowing pluniage, pluck away 
the covering of affected virtue which adorns his breaſt, aud plain, 
honeſt, intelligent little Speculation ſtands confeſſed before you; 
But, alas! Sir, with his feathers, he would loſe his fire, become 
feeble, totter—get a golden perch for little Phenix, he muſt be 
ſupported. No more will he whet his ſpurs, peck, or briſtle up 
his plumage, or flutter, or take his flight, or crow out—viRory ! 
before the battle is begun. No, the golden perch will end the ar- 

gument: he may doſe over his dignity, for his crowing is no 
more! For my part, Sir, I will only again declare of this reſo- 
lution that I conceive it to be wild, informal, unfounded, un- 


parliamentary; a ſymptom of the moſt dangerous ſyſtem that ever 


* 
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attacked the conſtitution or the country. Nip it in the bud; if it 
fruQifies, the Crown, the Parliameut, and the hereditary Coun- 
ſellors of the Crown, will be victims of its poiſon. 15 


Sir RicnaxD MusGrave.—lthas been allowed by both ſides 
af the Houſe, that the ſale of Peerages is contrary to common and 
ſtatute law, and it cannot be denied, that it is highly injurious to 
the conſtitution, and attended with great moral turpitude. It has 
often been the ſubject of parliamentary enquiry and animadverſion, 
and why prevent inyeſtigation at preſent? The public are impreſ- 
ſed with a belief that Peerages have been ſold for the worſt of 
| porpoſes, that of corrupting the Repreſentatives of the People. 

f adminiſtration are guiltleſs of the charge, they ſhould rather 
ſolicit than ſhrink from the enquiry ; but by ſtifling inveſtigation, 
they plead guilty to it. In all trials, either in the ordinary courts 
of law, or in impeachments, a previous enquiry ſhould be invel- 
tigated; and it is founded on obvious principles of policy, that a 

charge ſhould be ſubſtantiated before it is made. Fe is alſo con- 
ſonant to that benign and mercitul ſpirit, which characterizes our 
Jaws, for the innocence of a perſon may poſſibly appear before he 
is brought to trial, which would ſave him much trouble and ex- 
pence: Thus a Grand Jury, (which is a Jury of accuſation) in- 
veſtigates the nature and probability of a crime, before a perſon 
Is put on his trial; and on the ſame principle, a committee of en- 
quiry ſhould precede an impeachment. If any, even the loweſ 
individual were accuſed of a crime, he would wiſh, if he were 
cpniciony of innocence, that the Grand Jury ſhould find the bill, 
at he may have an opportunity of evincing it. On this principle, 
I call upon adminiflration to get rid of this indelible ſtain! Cicero 
defines nobility to be in that degree of eſteem and conſideration, 
Which a perſon enjoys on account of ſuperior virtue; were this to 
be the qualification of Peers, they would be the firmeſt prop and 
the brighteſt ornament to the Throne; they would then be, as 
they were originally deſigned to be, the firmeſt cramps and bind- 
ers of the political fabric. ; | . 

Lord Bacon ſays, That nobility attempers royalty,“ they pre- 
vent the weight of monarchy from preſſing on the people, and 
they prevent the democratic ſpirit of turbulence from encroach- 
Ing on the Throne; but by degrading the Peerage, you deſtroy 
this wiſe and conſtitutional boundary. The Crown is properly 
called the fountain of honor; it is peculiar to monarchy, and ſhould 
be the leading feature of nobility: honor is the parent of loyalty ; 
- It gives a vital ſpring and energy to human actions; it is the moſt 
generous incitement to glorious atchievements, and the cheapeſt re- 
ward of them; it makes the ſubjects to move round the Throne 
with awful reverence, in their proper ſpheres, juſt as gravity re- 
tains the planets in their orbits round the ſun. The laurels wan 
- is Crefly, Poitiers, Agincourt, and Minden, aroſe from honour j 


LF. ; 
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if you deſtroy its benign effects, ſociety will become a vapid inert 
ma: | 


maſs. | | 

Lord Bacon ſays, Let ſtates that run at greatneſs take heed 
how they APY their nobility too faſt.” He may fairly deduce 
then tha: the admiuiſtration of England means to check the great- 
neſs of both kingdoms, by the enormous encreaſe of the Peers; 
but what will not eagle-winged ambition ſurmount to attain its 
ends? 

Lord Bacon ſays, alſo, That reducing the number of nobiliy, 
may endanger the ſtate,” by making the King abſolute, perhaps 
then the Miniſter of England, as he has already made ſuch mon- 
ſtrous ſtrides to graſp at power, means to get rid of the {ſuſpicion 
of it by making ſo many Peers; and therefore runs into the con- 
trary extreine. | 

Providence has ordained that the preſumptuous defires of man 
ſhall be puniſhed, even by the gratification of them; thus, when 
an unworthy perſon obtains a peerage, the light which it throws 
around him expoſes his vices or the meanneſs of his origin; cla- 
rarque facem preferre pudendis. : 

When an unworthy perſon is obtruded on the Peers, he is deſ- 

iſed by them and ſhunned by the people from whom he was ſe- 
ſeQted; this reminds me of Lord Coke's reaſon, why a man is 
hanged for felony ; he is unfit for heaven or earth, and therefore 
he is hanged between both. 

The Kings of France compelled their ſubjects to accept of peer- 
ages, and conſidered it as a matter of finance: In 1577, a rich 
grazier was obliged to buy letters of nobility for 32,000 crowns ; 
at other times they were made ſale of. Lewis 14th, frequently 
{old them at 2000 crowns. _ | | 

In 1750, the court of Vienna, publiſhed a ſale of titles; by 
this vile practice, that nice ſenſe of honour, and that ſpirit of 
chivalry which animated their armies, evaporated, and they were 
obliged to revoke all letters of nobility granted for money. | 

In 1598 Henry IV. did ſo; and Lows XIII. and XIV. followed 
his example. | 8 Ss | 


Mr. G. Poxsox Rv ſaid he was extremely unwilling to treſ- 
aſs on the Houſe, on a queſtion ſo nearly allied to one which 
ad been ſo lately debated ; but having liſtened with all poſſible 
attention, he could not find any thing deſerving the name of ar- 
ent, offered by the other ſide in defence of their conduct. There 
— been hardy denial, and broad inſinuation, and coarſe 
and clumſy invective; but of argument not a word; however, 
ſuch ſubſtitution for argument, as he had heard, he would exa+ 
mine. | 5 1 
And firſt, it had been admitted that the corrupt ſale of Peer- 
ages, was a grievance, and an impeachable offence - but ſay Gen- 


{lzmen on the other ſide, though this be a grievance, it 1s not the 
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only grievance, and therefore don't examine it; why examine this 
 withouttaking into your view all poſſible grievances that may exiſt. 

Now, Sir, I do believe, that this is the very firſt tinie that any 
man ever alledged that he ought to be acquitted of a crime be- 
cauſe another man had committed a like crime. In the courſe of 
my practice at the bar, I never knew the gun of any lawyer, 
or the audacity of any criminal, hazard ſuch a defence. 

Gentlemen ſay, that this abuſe began ſo early as Lord North- 
ington's government, and that not only Peerages, but Seats on the 
Bench of Juſtice, were commuted for Seats in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Now, I here agree, that if they will conſent to enter on 

the enquiry, Iam ready to carry it back to Lord Northington's 
_ adminiſtration, and as much farther as they think proper. If they 
refuſe, it will appear that they do but follow the opinion of a gen- 
tleman, of full as good morals, and infinitely more wit than they; 
Sir John Falſtaff, who ſays, the poor — of the times - want 
countenance, and they have given it moſt plentifully. | 
Mr. Ponſonby now referred to the obſervation which had fallen 
from Mr. Cooke, concerning the impropriety of blending the in- 
. quiſitorial power of the Commons, with the judicial authority of 
Lords, and cited ſome caſes to prove, that Committees of 
Lords and Commons had been appointed to enquire in conjunction, 
ĩa the caſe of the Duke of Leeds. But it was, be ſaid, an aſſump- 
tion of argument to ſuppoſe, that becauſe the offence was im- 
peachable, the Commons muſt neceffarily proceed to impeach- 
ment. 
There was another way they might addreſs the Crown to re- 
move for ever from his Majeſty's councils the Miniſters who ad- 
viſed the meaſure. 3 | 
An Hon. Gentleman, young in Parliament, had related to the 
Houſean anecdote fromCambridge; and had aſked, well, and what 
does all this prove ? He ſuppoſed that Hon. Gentleman had ſtu- 
died at Cambridge, and if ſo, he could hardly have paſſed by 
Locke without attention: he would therefore remind him that 
Locke, ſpeaking of truth, has ſaid, © The beft and indeed the only 
method to attain truth, is firſt to diveſt the mind of every prejudice, 
and put yourſelf into condition to knw,” and if Gentlemen had 
a mind to know the truth, they might very ſoon put themiſel ves 
into a condition to acquire it. | 
Gentlemen have called upon us to produce our evidence—I be- 
lieve this is the firſt time the proſecutor was ever called upon to 
diſcloſe his evidence before a trial was n. 

Gentlemen have declared the part of an informer to be an odi- 
ous part, and yet they call upon the Hon. Gentleman who makes 
this charge to ſtate his evidence, and refuſe to agree to a motion 
which will enable him to call to the bar perſons who may be exa- 
mined on oath. In this caſe, Sir, ſome compulſion may be neceſ- 
ſary to make the witneſſes appear, but if I be permitted to exa - 
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mine themat your bar, I will undertake to bring forth the whole 
of this dark buſineſs, without aſking them one queſtion which can 
by any poſſibility ei iminate themſelves. But if you refuſe this en- 
quiry, by a previous queſtion, I do aſſure you, you are not one 
Jot the nearer getting r1d of the ſubject; for we will find a thou- 
ſand ways, day after day to bring it forward—not only this, but 
every other queſtion for which we are pledged to the country; and 
we doubt not to eſtabliſh a character tor perleverance and reſolu- 
tion, which one tiuie or other may chance to be crowned with 
ſucceſs. | 

It has been ſaid, Sir, that we oppofe and embarraſs the King's 
government; let us examine this: As I underſtand the King's go- 
vernment, its objects ſhould be the preſervation of the peace of 
the country, and the collection of the revenue, for the ſupport of 
the public eſtabliſhments. Which of theſe have we oppoled? If, 
indeed, Gentlemen mean by the words, ſupporting the King's gu- 
vernment, {ſupporting the extravagance, the vices, and enormities 
of the caſual adminittration of the day, then indeed we have not 
ſupported the King's government, 


Mr. Paime SERJEANT [Fitzgerald] reſted his objeQion to the 
motion on a point of law, in which he deſired gentlemen would 
ſet him right if he was wrong. It was, that though he allowed. 
common tame might be matter for enquiry, when the fad; was aſ- 
certained, but the agent was unknown, yet he knew of no prece- 
dent where common fame was admitted ground of enquiry, both 
into the exiſtence of the fact, and the identity of the agent. 


Mr. Busxs.—This day has produced nothing new, except 
ſome additional imperfections in the manner of drawing the mo- 
tion, ſo I ſhall not trouble you long.— The Hon. Member [Mr. 
Ponſonby] has adverted to an argument uſed in this debate, and 
which ſeemed to make an imp Ait went to the groſs abſurd- 
ity of joining the Commons who are to be accuſers, and the Lords 
who are to be the judpes, in a conuuittee, to ſearch for evidence 
of an impeachable offence, The Hon. Gentleman has read us an 
extract from the Engliſh journals, to ſhew there was onee a ſimilar . 
proceeding. He muſt be more preciſe, and circumſtantial——he 
muſt ſtate the quotation at ſomewhat greater length, before I can 
believe that the Engliſh jaurnals furniſh a precedent: really and 
fully in favour of {ſuch a motion as this: but if there could be 
ſuch, I would not follow a precedent militating againſt juſtice, - 
the ſafety of the ſubjeQ, and the privileges of the Commons — 
no precedent could ever perſuade me to {end the accuſer and the 
Judge together to fiſh for evidence agaiuſt the accuſed—no prece-. 
dent ſhould ever perſuade me to participate with the Lords that 
which I think is our own excluſively—the right of beingthe grand 
jnqueſt of the land—a right as excluſively ours, as it is that of the 


172 PARLIAMENTARY [Fzs. 12, 


Lord's to be the final judicature. But if I could agree even to 
this I would reje& the motion on your table. Hear the latter 
Part of it here he read it} You & here that one object of the 
enquiry is whether ſeats held by Members of this Houle have 
been bought and ſeld.— Here, Sir, is a queſtion of privilege, one 
of the greateſt queſtions of privilege that ever was agitated. This 
alone is enough to decide ine. I do not think ſuch a queſtion ſhould 
be 3 within theſe walls, as whether a committee of Lords ſhall 
aſliſt in judging on the privileges of the Commons —I would ſpare 
— Mc. Speaker, the pain of putting ſuch a queſtion, for if we 
ve a right that is ſolely ours, and that incommunicable—it is 


the right of judging alone, on our own privileges. — Ihe Hon. 


Gentleman in reply to a Member who {poke before him, aſks us 
* one perſon to be acquitted of a crime, becauſe another per- 
Ion is accuſed of another crime?“ I anſwer —no, he is not. But 
X you do net receive all accuſations impartially which are foun- 
ded on equal evidence, you forego your duty—and therefore if 
the Member he alludes to were to oppoſe the amendment he read, 
it would be irreſiſtable. He adviſes a very able Member, on 
whoſe acceſſion to this Houſe, I muſt congratulate you, to follow 
the advice of Mr. Locke, and to be ready to receive information. 
I anfwer—we àARxE ready to receive it. He ſays he can give us 
evidence. Why does he not do it? If he has it, he keeps it to 
himſelf—in vain {hall our new Member be as ready to receive in- 
formation as Locke, if the Hon. Gentleman continues as ſecret as 
Roſierueius.— The Member who made the motion compares our 
— into this committee to the finding of a bill by a grand 
jury. I think he argues it more fairly than thoſe who have fol- 

him. To put two adminiſtrations upon their defence, is 
Rke the finding a bill—and for that v 8 we will not do ſo, 
till he thinks proper to give us that information which at prefent 


A he chuſes to keep to himſelf. To order ſuch a committee is a 


t diſparagement to the character of thoſe whom it affects, 
therefore we ſhould have reaſon to appoint it, before we do ſo. 
I is ia vain that he deſires us to make them culprits firſt and that 


de will give us evidence afterwards—on this principle we might 


order a committee on the election of the city of Dublin, and of 
all the county Members in this Houſe. —The Hon. Gentleman 
e, give us a committee, and we will be anſw¾erable to compel 
wi to attend, and to give ſuch anſwers as will prove the 
fact, without affecting themielves. Upon my word, this is a 
we reſponſibility. He certainly cannot mean to bring 
any one Who ſold his ſeats—for it it would disfranchiſe his bo- 
rough—nor any lord who bought them to obtain his peerage— 
for ĩt would make it neceſſary to ux LoD him.—Indeed, Sir, all 


we know of the witneſs, is, that the Member who made the mo- 
tion, thinks him not to deſerve much credit, for he tells you that 


he conceals his name, becauſe otherwiſe he might be bought off. 
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The Hon. Mover ſays, © he has evidence. — if he alone were the 
grand inqueſt, he ought then to find the bill; but as this Houſe 
is the grand inqueſt, I anſwer we have no evidence. and we will 
not find the bill, until he gives us ſome.— He ſays, if you“ were 
on a grand jury are you to diſcloſe the evidenee in order to find 
the bill?“ —I anſwer—no; but you are ſurely to K now what is 
the evidence, beſore you find the bill. To keep evidence againſt 
the accuſed, a ſecret from the grand jury itſe lis perfectly a new 
idea.— He gives Adiiiniſtration a ſafe defiance—he aſks us“ What 
would you ſay to a grand jury who would not put you on your 
trial, in order to clear your innocence?— I anſwer—what would 
you ſay to a grand jury who would put a man on his trial without 
evidence, becauſe he aſked it of them? —I{ Government were ſore, 
and wiſhed to put themſelves and their predeceſſors upon their 
trial—their wiſh ought not to be the rule of our condut—He 
then made ſoine further obſervations on what aroſe in the debate. 


Mr. GxaTTan.—Before I conie to the objections advanced 
againft the motion propoſed, permit me to advert to the general 
dull and empty declamat ion uttered by the advocates of a corrupt 
Government againſt the defenders of an injured people. 

Four times, thoſe advocates tell as, have we brought this griev= 
ance forth, as if grievances were only to be matter of public debate 
when they were matters of novelty, or as if grievances were trad- 
ing queſtions for a party or a perſon to preſs, to ſell and to aban- 
don; or as if we came here to act farces to pleaſe the appetite of 
the public, and did not fit here to perſevere in the mic of griev- 
| ances, pledged as we are, and covenanted to the people on theſe 
important ſubjects. We have been told our political budget of 
ene is mall. Sir, ] with the Hon. Gentleman who ſaid 

, was fortunate enough to be right in this obſervation. I ſhould 
be happy in this particular to ſubmit to his truth and authority; 
but J ain ſorry to inform him that the creation of divers peers for 
money to be laid out in the purchaſe of divers ſeats for miniſteriak 
dependants, and the appointment of 15 new parliamentary places 
or ſalaries admitted to be for the purpoſe of buying a majority—- - 
even if they were the only crimes of the Government, compoſe 
no ſcanty political budget of corruption and iniquity. If the Hon. 
Member calls this aſſortment mall, what muſt be his meaſure or 
limitation, or boundary for the offences of Government. He ſeems 
to triumph becauſe we have only complained of the crimes com- 
mitted againſt the country in the former year. What! is he fo 
familiariſed to ſtare offences that their intermiſſion. for only 12 
months is a matter of triumph? Is your ſyſtem of government 
ſuch, that if ,peerages are not every month ſold, and new places 
every month made, we are to marvel at the prodigy, and to re- 
turn praiſes to a Government that has impoſed a ſhort interval on 
its habitual courſe of violence and plunder? We are told that Op- 


— 
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poſition is faftious.—Sir, if to propoſe a certain deſcription of 
meaſures which mutt curtail 9 and limit the — in- 
fluence of the Crown; if to preclude ourſelves from a poſſibility 
of coming into power without carrying thoſe meaſures; if to re- 
fiſt a Government that has practiſed and profeſſed corruption, be 
_— certainly the prelent Oppoſition deſerves the name of 
Mon. 
Sir, the Gentlemen from dull declamation proceed to feeble ar- 
gument; they firſt object to the motion, becauſe, as they ſay, it 
blends the inquiſitorial power of the Commons with the judicial 
power of the Lords, in which obſervation they ſhow they under- 
ttood the motion before you as little as they underſtood the diſtin& 
power and properties of the Lords and Commons, —They afſume 
that the motion is for an impeachment, whereas it is only for an 
enquiry; and to ſuppoſe that the two Houfes of Parliament can't 
canfer, and blend in enquiry, more eſpecially into criminal mat- 
ter which touches the privileges of both, is idle. Might not the 
reſult of a joint enquiry be a joint addreſs to remove? Might not 
the reſult of a joint enquiry be the joint exerciſe of the conſulta- 
tive capacities which are common to both Houſes; to the Com- 
mons, who are the great council of the nation, and the Lords, the 
heredirary council ode King? May not thoſe councils unite and 


. - blend in a joint enquiry and a joint exertion? In the preſent 


queſtion ſuch a joint committee is peculiarly proper, becauſe the 
privileges of the Lords are equally attacked, and alſo becauſe the 
confent of the Lords may be a neceſſary preliminary to the evi- 
dence; but if principle was not ſufficient, caſes are not wanting 
to refute this objection, and one has been cited directly in point: 
but there is another anſwer to thoſe gentlemen beſides precedent 
and principle—their own condu&t:—When on the other night 
thoſe Hon. Gentlemen voted againſt a motion ſimilar to this in- 
deed, except that it did not propoſe to proceed by a joint com- 
mitree, their reſorting, therefore, now for objection to the new 
form of the motion, which they did oppoſe under another, and 
would oppoſe under any head, is only pretence, and the proper 
anſwer is to inform them that the objection is as little founded in 
fancerity as in principle or precedent. The objectors proceed to 
deny that we have any evidence, and the learned body of the law 
an that fide of the Houſe undertakes to deny that common fame 1s 
a foundation whereon to tranſmit to the Lords, or preſent to the 
King: and one Hon. and learned Member aſſerts, that the reſo- 
lution of the Engliſh Houſe of Commons in the firft and ſecond of 
of, Charles 1ſt, expreſsly paſſing ſuch a reſolution, is no autho- 
. rity; and he gives this 2 — reaſon for this moſt ex- 
I ertion, becauſe, ſays he, Mr. Noy, the preroga- 

tive lawyer who framed the writ of ſhip-money was on the com- 

. mittee who formed the reſolution aſterward adopted by the whole 
Houſe, So that according to the Hon, and learned Member, no 
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reſolution of any Houſe of Parliament is of any authority, if in 
that Parliament there is ſeated an, arbitrary and prerogative law- 
yer. Sir, ſince the beginning of Parliament to this preſent mo- 
ment, it never was without ſuch a character in both countries 
prerogative lawyers, arbitrary lawyers, adventuring lawyers ia 
numbers, more or leſs, according to the temptation afforded by 
the corruption of the times and the Government. According then to 
the doctrine of the Hon. and learned Member it follows that there 
never was a Parliament, the reſolutions of which ſhould have 
any authority in any time whatſoever; but had the Hon. Gentle- 
man's argument any force or weight whatever, that force muſt att 
againſt hun—for it a prerogative lawyer admits a reſolution in fa- 
vour of privilege, it is the ſtrongeſt poſſible evidence, being the 
teſtimony of an enemy in favour of the rights of the Commons; 
and he will find, on better conſideration, that his objection amounts 
exactly to this, . ſo very clear and irreſiftable is the propoſition, 
that the Cotnmons have a right to proceed on common faine, that 
the enemy of the Comons— Noy himſelf admitted it.” 

Another learned and Right Hon. Member has gone farther than 
his Hon. and learned Friend. Sir, he has on a former occaſion 
laid, that the Parliament of 2d and 3d of Charles the iſt was a 
riotous aſſembly, whole reſolution deſerves no attention. Iown 
| am at a loſs to know what Parliament that reſiſted the violence 
ol the Miniſter, the Right Hon. Gentleman will not call a riotous 


aliembiy; if he calls that of the ad of Charles iſt, for as well 


may he call the Parliament that paſſed the petition of right a riot- 
ous aſſembly, for that Parliament reſiſted the will of the Minifter, 
or the Parliament that ſar at the cloſe of Charles zd, for they re- 
ſiſted the will of the Miniſter—or the Convention Parliament a 
riotous aſſeinbly, for that Parliament oppoſed all the principles of 
the Miniſter and Cepoſed the perſon of James 2d. There is no 
Parliament whatſcever, that the Right Hon. and learned Gentle- 
men muſt not, on his owa principles call a riotous aſſembly, fave 
only {ſuch as have been corrupt. No Parliament, according to one 
learned Gentleman, ought to have authority if it contains a prero- 
gative lawyer. No Parliament, according to the other Right Hon. 
and learned Gentleman, ought to have any authority if if does not 
contain the principles of ſervility but the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man's charge againſt the Parliament of the ad o Charles the 1, 
will not an{wer his purpoſe, he muſt impeach the Parliaments of 
England from Henry the 4th to Charles the 1ſt, they repeatedly 
proceeded on common fame as ground of tranſ{initting to the Lords 
or preſenting to the King, accordingly the learned Member will 
find, that the Court of Henry 4th was preſented by the Commors 
on common fame, and'the Duke of Suffolk on common fame, the 
Duke of Somerſet, in Henry 6th, on common fame, the Biſhop 
of Lincoln was complained. of on common fame — but all the Par- 
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laments that did ſo, I ſuppoſe, were riotous aſſemblies and of us 
authority. | 
Sir, when a Right Hon. and learned Member, the moſt diſcreet 
in his Majeſty's Government in this country, comes forth with 
nuch opinions againſt popular aſſemblies, how unpopular and un- 
cConſtitutional muſt be the principles of our Court, the contagion 
of which has reached, and blemiſhed the graveſt and moſt de- 
corous man in their councils, and how little is that Government 
or the abettors of that Government, or even the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, to be relied ou when he or they obſerve on the character 
of Oppoſition, ſince it now appears there is no obloquy, they can 
offer to us which they have not thrown on the moſt conſtitutional 
exertions of the moſt upright aſſemblies that ever defended Great 
Britain. 
Sir, the objection againſt the authority of common fame is, I 
have thewn, unfounded, but our promecegy do not depend on com- 
mon fame; a Member tells you he has evidence, a Member aſſerts 
he has knowledge of your guilt, a Member dares, provokes, de- 
des you.—Is not that enough? hat is not all, the Gentlemen of 
the other fide have furniſhed teſtimony of the crime, they come 
forth themſelves and aver that a peerage was, ina former period, 
Told, and that a ſeat on the Bench was ſold - here then is a ground 
for your Committee, made by the other fide, and if they now, 
after their own teſtimony, refuſe to go into an enquiry, it is 
becauſe they know the Adminiſtration they ſupport is not inno- 
cent, but involved in the guilt, | 
Sir, gentlemen have made a third objection to this motion, as 
ng againſt a crime, but a crime of antient date, and fimi- 
lar to the act of every individual who can be ſuppoſed to have 
monte a ſeat in this Houſe. The ſale of a Peerage, ſays the 
ight Hon. and learned Member, is illegal, ſo he added, is the 
purchaſe of a ſeat in the Commons by an individual but are theſe 
offences equal, no—is there no difference between a Miniſter who 
ſells the ſeats of one Houſe to buy the ſeats of another for his 
creatures, and the individual who buys aſolitary ſeat for himſelf? 
Is there no difference between the unconſtitutional act of the in- 
dividual and ſuch complicated high and mighty offences of the 
State malefactor They have endeavoured to confound the of- 
fence of an individual purchaſing a ſeat in this Houſe with the of- 
fence of a Miniſter purchaſing ſeats in numbers for his creatures; 
that 1s, they have endeavoured to confound the defects of the con- 
ſtitution with its diſſolution. "They have endeavoured to confound 
the grant of a peerage for influence, and the ſale of a peerage for 
money to purchaſe influence. Other Miniſters may have made 
certain Commoners Peers on account of their power, in confidence 
that their power would be exerted in favour of Government ; but 
you have made rich Commoners peers, under contract that their 
money ſhall be expended to bring you an influence to be at the 
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diſpoſal of Government. There have been exchanges of honours 
for influence there has been, if you pleaſe, much abuſe on this 
ſubject in this kingdom in former governments nuch unconſt ĩtu- 
tional motive - much improvidence in the waſte of honour; but 
you have gone beyond thew all. In vain ſhall gentlemen invoke the 
crimes of all their predeceſſors in office to give a pious caſt to 
their own proceedings; they have done acts which exceed the hiſ- 
tory and the fable of the c ον t of their predeceſſors, and carries 
them far beyond all their rivals in the race of political iniquity, 

Permit me to obſerve that the gentlemen themſelves have con- 
feſſed the enormity of the offence, when aſked was not the ſale 
of Peerages illegal? they anſwered yes—when aſked was it 
not with all the concomitant circumſtances a high miſdemeanor 
and an impeachable oftence? they anſwered yes—and in that an- 
ſwer they eſtabiiſhed a diſtinction between the unconſtitutional 
act of the individual purchaſing a ſear, and the high offence of a 
Minifter ſelling the Peerage to purchaſe many ſeats. They did 
not attempt to call the former act that high offence. They did call 
the latter ſo high an offence, that they ſtated the reſolution deſ- 
criptive of that offence, to be a brand on the King, the Lords, 
and the Commons. | | 

If then the Government have been guilty of the at, Govern- 
ment by the declaration of the gentlemen themſelves, is a brand 
upon the King, the Lords, and the Commons, every thing which 
thoſe gentlemen have ſaid againſt the reſolution, if the crime is 
comuntted, falls on the Government. Now, Sir, there is ſcarcely 
a man that does not firmly believe, and ſome moſt circumſtantially 
know, that Government has committed this crime; they know 
the price paid, they know the complaints made, and the little 
circumſtances attending the bargains—they know the men—the 
crimes being then committed by the Miniſters—it follows that 
thoſe Miniſters are guilty by the confeſſion of their own advocates 
of a high and impeachable offence; of an act, which in their own 
words, impoſes an indelible ſtain on the King, the Lords and the 
Commons; thus is the Adminiſtration reprobated by both ſides of 
this Houſe; the one ſide directly charging an act which damns 
them for ever, the other fide admitting that if they have com- 
mitted (and it is notorious they have committed) they are damned 
for ever, andthus is the Oppoſition juſtified by the ſervants of 
the Crown, as Government 1s blaſted by them; for if the Go- 
vernment is that criminal, what chance has the public but from 
the exertions of the Oppoſition—and if the Oppoſition can't ſuc- 
ceed in a parliamentary proceeding, what chance has the count 
for checking a practice which the court admit to ſtamp indelible _ 
infamy on the three eſtates ? what chance but from the attacks of 
Oppoſition lacerating as it were, thoſe criminals holding them out 
to public view, aud making, it (if not penal) painful to their feel- 
2 D to their * to trample on the laws and 

OL. Al. | | 
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conſtitution of the realm, ſo {hall they be an example to all fu- 
ture offenders, and a dreadiui aud dilgraceful leilon to all ſuc- 
ceeding Governments. 


w 

ATTornty GENERAL AI cannot poſſibly ſuffer what has 
fallen from a Right Hon Gentleman to paſs unanſwered. That 
Right Hon. Gentleman has, contrary to the rules of Parliament, 
recalled to the notice of the Houle what paſſed in a former de- 
bate; but ſince he has conceived that I male uſe of ſuch expreſ- 
ſions, 1 am obliged to him for violating the orders oi Parliament, 
as It gives me an opportunity of ſetting aun right. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman ſays that I am a Crown and Pre- 
rogative Lawyer, and that ] ſpoke of the Parliament, which im- 
eached the Nuke of Buckingham, as a riotous afſembly—and 
ke fays I might as well charge the Parliament which formed the 
58e 6. of rights—the Parliament of 1640 - the revolution Par- 
tament—the Parliament of 1779, or the Parliament of 1782 —a 
riotous aſſembly.— Ihe Right Hon. Gentleman ſays I made uſe 
of the expreſſion, but I have not any recollection of it; if ] did 
make ute of it, I expreſſed a ſentiment that never aroſe in my own 
mind; and whatever that Gentleman may think of Crown Law- 
ers, I have as bold a ſpirit, and as reſolved an heart, tho' per- 
aps not ſo great parliamentary abilities, to maintain the conſti- 
tation and detend the rights of the ſubject, as he, or any gentle- 
man that caſts unmerited reflections on Crown Lawyers; ard 
thereſore I do entreat, that the Right Hon. Gentleman. when he 
deicribes me as ſaying any thing, that he will be very ſure that 
he gives me the expretſions which I really uſed. 

Ihe Right Hon. Gentleman aſked me a queſtion of Law, and 
I pave him a fair, a direct, and an unequivocal anſwer. I told 
him that the ſale of peerages, that the purchaſe of ſeats in the 
Parliament, was an high ottence; and I do not fee any difference 
in the nature of the crime, when committed by private perſons, 
and when committed by Miniſters of State. Sir, 1 conſider my- 
ſelf as the ſervant of my King, but my duty is to adviſe him to 
act according to the Law of = Land ;—and if any Miniſter was 
to defire me to cour 1-1 otherwiſe, I would ceaſe to be the ſervant 
.of that King, and the companion of that Miniſter. 

Much imputation has been caſt upon the pꝛofeſſion to which I 
have the honour to belong by a gentleman who was in the practiſe 
of that profeſſion for fome years, during which time, no doubt, 
he gathered much knowledge, and from the proſeſſors of which, 
when the conſtitution of Ireland was to be reſtored, he received 
great aſſiſtance. One of thoſe Lawyers, to whom much is due, 
is now a Judge univerially honoured and reſpected. —Another, 
{Huſſey Burgh] is now no more; but he was my boſom friend — 


the man with whom I delighted to live—the man whom God bleſ- 
- Ted with wildom, with eloquence, and with virtue beyond the 
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lot of men: — the man whom the nation loved and till deplores; 
yet this man was a Lawyer, and a Crown Lawyer; but public 
gratitude has proved how his country eſtimated his ſervices in the 
day of trial. Let not therefore Lawyers be ſlandered thus, if you 
deprive them of every incentive to love the conſtitution, you will 
drive them into the arins of the Crown, and make them Prerog- 
ative Lawyers indeed. | 

The motion before the Houſe is, that a committee of Lords and 
Commons be appointed to enquire, &c, Now I am decidedly of 
opinion that it ought not ro be put, and I am of that opinion upon 
the ground of parliamentary order. I do not ſay that the Lords 
are incompetent to enquire, or that the Commons are incompetent ; 
but I Tay, that it is improper to put a reſolution in this Houſe, 
that the Lords Au enquire—the Commons may reſolve to call 
upon the Lords, but how can they compel the Lords to join in 
the enquiry? Now as to the enquiry propoſed, if the offence be 
of that enormous kind that is alledged, it would be diſgraceful 
tor Parliament to enquire for any purpole but that of 1 
the offenders; and therefore it is 1unpoſlible that the Commons 
ſhould be joined with the Lords if the reſult was to be puniſhed, 
for that would be to blend and unite the diſtinct functions of each 
Houſe, that would be for Parliament to act the part both of Grand 
and Petit jury; beſide this would be to transſer the privileges of 
the Commons to the Peers; a tran fer which the Commons never 
will endure. I do therefore rely upon it, that by the rules of 
Parliament, this queſtion which only varies from the former, in 
being more exceptionable, cannot be put. - 

The Right Hon. Gentleman has ſpoken of us on this ſide, as 
diſgraced men ; we have as much right to caſt the ſame aſperſion 
on gentlemen on that ſide ; but does it neceſſarily follow, that be- 
caule a crime is enormous, it ſhall be imputed to either ſide ? 

The Right Hon, Gem leman has pronounced an eulogy on the 
law of Parliament, and ſaid, it is the law of the land. Sir, I 
agree with the Right Hon. Gentleman, that the law of Parlia- 
ment is the law of the land: I venerate that law, and I will not 
conſent to have it violated by the Hon. Gentleman's motion. 


CoLonegL BLacquitke.—lI cannot, Mr. Speaker, but help 
ob'erving, that the grounds the Right Hon, and Hon. Members 
on the other fide move upon, are in ſubſtance, exactly ſimilar. 


The whole of their arguments ſay, that peerages have been 
ſold, new places eſtabliſhed, and all done by Miniiterial corrup- 


tion, and ſolely to influence and ſecure a majority in Parliament. 
Theſe are accuſations that every one mult be clearly of opinion 
are 11]-founded, ſince no perſon that aſſerts them can bring the 
ſmalleſt plauſible proof. | 
I cannot but alſo obſerve, that I never had the honour of hear- 


ing the Right Hon, Member's ed and 1 
n | 
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cannot but confeſs that he has diſplayed great abili y, and equal 
elegance; but tho his arguments may at firſt appear ſo very plau- 
ſible, and ſo pleaſing to many, they certainly oughr. not to have 
the intended effect. Ihe ſound of them I muſt allow to be har- 
monious, but they reverberate too much, and the more the Right 
Hon. Member enforced them by an emphaſis, which I oblerved 
him to have done at almoſt the end of every period, the ſtronger 
the reverberation encreaſed. | 

And further I muſt add, that in diſcuſſing this caſe on the other 
fide, ſo many arguments were uſed as would induce many to be- 
lieve, that were they at the helm of affairs, and all power put 
into their hands, they would do no leſs than regulate nations, and 
ſtop currents; and yet when all is conſidered (tho' not to take up 
too much time of the Houſe) if the privilege of Parliament would 
allow me to give my opinion, and I think I have ſome {mall 
claim after ſuch parliamentary language as I have heard, as 
to ſay, that the tenor of the arguments advanced mark ſtrongly 
on my mind, that the Right Hon. Member, and the two honour- 


able ones who ſpoke laſt, incline to a democratic government, pre- 
ferable to that of a Monarchial. 


Mr. Duquexy ſaid, that a very r aroſe to the 
ropoſed reſolution from the arguments which had been adduced 
y the Gentlemen in ſupport of it. In the courſe of the debite 

it had been aſſerted, that certain Members were now actually ſit- 

ting in this Houſe, in conſequence of a purchaſe being inade of 
ſeats for them, with money obtaĩned by 85 ſale of Peerages; and 

a committee is moved for to enquire into that tranſaction. If the 

Hon. Members, who aſſert they can eſtabliſh the fact, ſhould be 

able to do ſo, the conſequence might, and probably would be, 

the removal of the Members from thoſe ſeats thus illegally ob- 
tained; for it would be abſurd to ſay, that if ſuch a fact was eſtab- 
iſhed to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, they might not proceed to 
the removal of the Members who have thus obtained entrarce into 
it; there are at this hour many peritions depending, which com- 

lain of undue and corrupt returns of Members in the- preſent 
| = noon there are ſeveral committees already ſtruck to try the 
merits of theſe petitions, and many more ſtil] remain to be choſen. 

If the Members alluded to in this debate, (for gentlemen will not 

name who they are) ſhould happen to be compriſed in the num- 

ber of thoſe r whom petitions are lodged, it would be highly 

improper in this Houſe to inſtitute an enquiry into the means b 

which theſe returns have been procured, the validity of which 

muſt be decided by another tribunal; if, on the other hand, thoſe 

members have never been petitioned againſt; if the fairneſs and 
validity of their return to Parliament has never been queſtioned, 
zt naturally occurs to aſk the Hon. Gentleman who went to aflert, 


they have been ſo long and ſo amply fortified with proofs of the 
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corrupt means by which thoſe ſeats have been procured, and who 
declare, they know the very members ſitting for them, why they 
have never inſtituted any enquiry betore that conſtitutional tribu- 
nal, by Which the famous Grenville act is peculiarly formed for 
the invelligation of corrupt ard illegal returns to Parliament? and 
when che fact was once eltabliſhed there, and the return voided, 
the gentlemen might, with jome degree o propriety call on the 
Houle to inttitute un enquiry into the nature and motives of the 
niea ure, but ju the mode now propoſed, and at this junfture, 
when petitions are deperding, it ſcems to afiord a dangerous pre- 
cedent 0: patling by the prope tribunal, and of referring to the 
Houte at large, the conſideration of the fairneſs or illegality of a 
return to Parliament. IJ hey aver onthe other ſide, that they know 
the ſcats which were bought, they know the men who ſit for thein, 

they krow the ſuns that were paid for them, that they have full 
proof of the fact, and that they have had that proof in their poſ- 
jeſſion tor a great length of time; and yet, they have never thought 
proper to impeach the validity of thoſe returns; but leaving the 
members ſo returned in the full fruition of their rights, they call 
for an enquiry into the conduct of adminiſtration. But there is 
{till a further objection to the reſolution now propoſed, it calls for 
a committee of the Lords as well as of the Commons, if there be 
any thing peculiarly the 2 of the Commons, it is to enquire 
into the point Whether ſeats have been procured in this Houſe 
honeſt and conſtitutional means, or by corrnpt practices? Vet 
this reſolution the Hon. Member calls upon the Houſe of Lords 
to aſſiſt the Houſe of Commons in the vindication of their rights, 
and the Commons who are the ſole judges of their own privileges, 
are; deſired by the tenor of this reſolution to call upon the Houſe 
of Peers to aſſiſt in the vindication of them. ; | 

Common Fame has been mentioned on the other fide of the 
Houſe, as a- ſufficient ground for parliamentary enquiry ; if it be 
ſo, Common Fame has trumpeted forth, that his han been cer- 
tain great men in this realm, who have influenced the return of 
members to ſerve in Parliament; and that Peers have moſt un- 
conſtitutionally interfered in the electionof the Commons—an in- 
terference rot narrow or tranſitory like that now complained of, 
but an influence extenſive, permanent, and almoſt hereditary. 

Yet, of this influence the Gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houſe do not think proper to complain; to this grievance there is 
no remedy propoſed by them; and yet, ſurely, if ſuch an inter- 
ference has been attempted, or is likely to ariſe, they would prove 
themſelves much better friends to the people, by applying a re- 
medy to that evil, than by endeavouring to injure the government 
of the country in the opinion of the nw | | 

I believe there is no man at the other ſide of the Houſe who will 
Tiſe and aver, that he does nat ſuſpect ſuch things have been, and 
that ſuch things are likely to be again; aud if any of thoſe who 
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now honour me with their attention, ſhould corceal that they owe 
their parliamentary conſequence in any meafure to the friendihip 
or influence of Peers, they ſhould be the laſt men in the Houſe to 
attack adminiſtration upon a ſubject of this nature, Though much 
invective has been this night levelled at the members of admi- 
niftration, yet I believe all ſides will agree with me, that not a 
ſingle objectionable meaſure has been even attempted, not a ſin- 
gle burthen impoſed upon the people, ſince the Nobleman who is 
now the repreſentative of majeſty in this country has held the 
chief government of this kingdom. 


Mr. Mazcus BexesrorD ſaid, he was happy to hear the 
words of an exalted character repeated, as they were, with accu- 
Tate truth, by a Right Hon. Genrleman, (Mr. Clements); for 
though every effort of induſtrious malice had been exerted by per- 
ſons abroad to caſt a ſhade upon a great and illuſtrious name, by 
falſifying his words, they had ended in the diſgrace of thoſe who 
"> Go ſuch calumnies; every attack had proved ineffectual; 
even in the moment of public fervor, he was not for one inſtant 
held in diſrepute: Indeed it is unneceſſary to ſay any thing more, 
than merely to repeat his words with truth, as the Righr Hon. 
Gentleman has done, to confute all miſrepreſentation, for were 
that exalted charaQter now a member of this Houſe, he would not 
deign any other anſwer—he would treat miſrepreſentation with 
the contempt it deſerves. 5 . 


Mr. S. Moon appealed to the public opinion for the virtue: 
of Adminiſtration, and affirmed that the people were perſectly 
well ſatisfied with the preſent Miniſters, becauſe they ſaw that 
good was predominant where it could not be expected univerſal. 


Mr. Trion moved the queſtion of adjournment, 


Mr. GraTTan roſe to this queſtion, and retorted on Mr. 
Moore for what he called clumſey and illiberal invective. He 
was extremely ſevere, alluded to Mr. Moore's well known ex- 
Preſſion in the laſt ſeſion—he was againſt the queſtion of adjourti- 
ment. _ 

Mr. Moore roſe again. 


He was followed by Sir J. PazxEr, who thought the char- 
ges of corruption againſt members of that Houſe ſhould have been 
made by petition againſt them, and denied that common fame was 

und of enquiry—and the frequent repetition of theſe debates 


would render the Senate Houle a ſchool of declamation. 
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Mr. Ecan ſaid, that if the profligacy of Government ſhould 
ma e that Houle a ichool of cloquence, it ſhould ailv be ome a 
{choo! for ſcandal. Ihe member, who at in that Houle n con- 
jequence of the traffic in Fecrage, were not proceuued agatutt by 

etition, becauſe it was not the particular ICat thu was thought 
an object of conſideration, but the deme!: its of rhe wvimwer who 
bad purchaſed the Coiumons, by ſeiling the dignity of the Lords. 
lic conſidered the Mover of a previous queition on ſuch buſi- 
neſs as the preſent, not as one who endeavoured to illuminate the 
minds of his auditors by truth or argument—but as a Iink-boy 
who lights the Minitter out of the mud of corruption. I he lately 
created Pcerages he humouroufly repreſented as bits of bad brais 
coined into raps—and placemen and penſioners were a peninſula 
between vice and honeity, over which men occaſionally paſs from 
one to the other, but on which they can never reit as on fate 
g10und, 


Mr. NI. BERESFTORD entered into a very ſtrenuous eulogium 
and defence of Lord Fitzgibbon (his Lordſhip was preſent) who, 
he laid, had been aipericd by the expreſſions which had been at- 
tributed to him. He objected to the motion om the hackneyed 
ground of ſtaleneſs, and that common fame was nor ſufficient on 
which to found an enquiry. Ihe precedent of Sir J ho. Cooke, 
he thought, was mittaken by Mr. Ponſooby, and went to eſtabliſh 
the contrary of what Mr. Ponſonby would infer from it. 


Mr. PonsonBy ſaid, he ſhould be very ſorry to have miſ- 
quoted a precedent to the Houſe but he was ce: tain that he was 
pertectly right in what he had ſtated, and that the Hon. and learn- 
ed Gentlemen who had detected his enor had only found a mare's 
neſi—He then referred him to the Lo1d's Journals, where the re- 
ſolution appointing a Committee to confer with a Committee trom 
the Commons was to be found and allo to Biſhop Burnec's Hiſ- 
tory of his own Times, as the beſt comment on that reſolution. 
But the Hon. Gentleman had not only miſunderſtood the paſſage, 
but alſo the inference that followed from his own poſition. He 
then ſhewed that the ſtatement of the Hon. Gentleman himſelf 
was the ſtrongeſt argument to ſhew the propriety of the motion. 


Mr. CuxRAN now roſe, and replied to the different objec- 
tions which had been made to his motion, and availed himſelf _ 
of the lex talionis in retaliating the ſeverity which had been 
levelled at him. F 75 

He ſaid, the ſubject of debate however diffuſed or perplexed 
in the courſe of the debate, whether through ignorance: or de- 
ſign, had yet reduced itſelf within a very narrow extent; and 


184 PARLIAMENTARY Frs. 12, 


he was fortified in his opinion of the neceſſity of the reſolution 
by the idle arguments, and the indiſcreet aſſertion which had 
been urged againſt it. Adminiſtration had reſiſted it with every 
tongue that could utter a word; every legal Gentleman had 
ſpoken, but all agreed on the criminality of ſelling the inde- 
pendency of this Houſe for the honours of the other. If traf- 
ficking an abject and ſervile commoner for a plebeian peerage ; 
of ſelling the repreſentatives of the people like beaſts of labour, 
and of exalting to the high dignity of the other aſſembly a ſer of 
ſcandalous purchaſers, a diſgrace to the nobility, and a diſhonour 
to the Crown. —'1 he guilt then ſaid be being confeſſed, the next 
queſtion muſt be, whether we have ſufficient foundarion for an 
enquiry into the fact. We have ſtated that we are in poſſeſſion 
of evidence to convict the actual offenders, by proving the fact 
upon them. I ttand here in my place, a member of your Houſe, 
ſubject to pe power, ſubject do the vengeance which your 
juſtice ſhall let fall upon my head, the accuſer of that which 
ou confeſs to be a crime of the baſeſt and blackeſt enormity.— 
ſtand forth and I repeat to you, that there have been very lately 
direct contracts entered into for ſelling the honours of the peer- 
.age for money, in order that the money ſo obtained ſhould be - 
7 4 de. in buying ſeats for perſons to vote for the ſellers of 
theſe honours. I aſſert the fact, and J offer, at the expenſe of 
every thing that can be dear to man, to prove the charge. Will 
the accuſed dare to ſtand the trial, or will they admit the charge 
by their filence, or will this Houſe abandon every pretence to 
juſtice, to honour, or to ſhame, by becoming their abettors ?— _ 
But, Sir, ſaid he, perhaps Gentlemen give weight and credit to 
the objections of thoſe who have oppoſed my motion. Late as 
J ſee it is, perhaps they nay with to have their objections ex- 
'amined. A Right Hon. Gentleman (the Attorney General) has 
objections he ſays to the ſubſtance, and alſo to the form. We 
Have not ground, he ſays, for ſuch an enquiry : on a former night 
be thought common faine was no ground for parliamentary enqui- 
ry; he thought at that time the Parlianient of the firſt and ſecond 
of Charles I. a riotous aſſembly: he now only thinks the authorit 
of that Parliament which differs directly from his opinion, is leſ- 
ſened by the diſturbance of the times. Does the learned Gentle- 
man think that the commotion occaſioned by the deſperate vio- 
lence of ſtate offenders can diminiſh the authority of thoſe pro- 
. 11 dy which they are brought to juſtice? If he does not 
think Jo, his objection has no weight, even in his own opinion, 
and ought to have as little in yours. But, Sir, let me take the 
liberty of telling him that the anſwering my propoſition upon only 
part of its merits, is but a pitiful fallacy. Yet into ſuch has that 
very reſped able member, Taiuſt ſuppoſe, unintentionally fallen. 
have not moved upon common fame only, I move on the offer 
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of proving the fact by evidence in niy poſſeſſion. But if J had 


moved merely on common fame ſay that if no parliamentary 

recedent had exiſted, you ought to make the precedent now,— 
Valeſs you abdicate the power, or abandon your duty as the 
grand inqueſt of the nation you mutt enquire on weaker grounds 
than thole on which I now have propoled to you If you will 
not enquire until as the learned member ſays, there has been 
proof of the charge, he ihould have told you that an offender 
1hould be convicted before his trial: if this principle would be car- 
ried further, and 1 think not without good effect, if in capital 
caſes the offender thould be hanged alſo before you bring him to 
trial. - Or does he think you have at leaſt as much power, and as 
ſtrong a duty as a common Grand Jury ;—Yes, Sir, the great 
principle is very little different; like them you ought not to pre- 
ſent from malice, or ſuppreſs from favour; like them a probability 
of guilt is ſufficient to put the accuſed on his trial, like them you 
may preſent on your own knowledge, without any evidence upon 
oath, like them you _ to collect that probability from theſe 
ordinary grounds of probability that will impreſs themſelves on 
any reaſonable mind. Now 1 aſk, Sie, can any ground be ſtrong- 
er than the univerſal belief of the nation? ls there a man in this 
Houſe that has not heard the minuteſt circumſtances of thoſe 
ſcandalous tranſactions? Has any Hon. Member in this Houſe 
laid his hand on his heart and declared his diſbelief of the fact? 
Will any Member now ſay, upon his honour, he does not believe 
it? But he ſays it is a libel on the King, the Lords and Com- 
mons: I anſwer it is if falſe; I anſwer it is a ſcandal whether 
falſe or not. 

I add if it be, you have a falſe accuſer before you, or a guilty 
criminal, whom 1n common juſtice you ought to puniſh. You 
can convert the former only by trying the latter. I challenge 
that trial. But there are na circumſtances to corroborate the com- 
mon fame that is dinning this libel into the ears of the people? 
or to juſtify them in ſuſpecting that unfair practices have been 
uſed in obtaining the preſent influence of Adminiſtration? During 
the whole of laſt ſeſſion we have in the name of the people of Ire- 
land demanded for them the Conſtiturion of Great Britain, and it 
has been uniformly denied. We would have paſſed a law to reſtrain 
the ſhameful protuſion of a penſion liſt—it was refuſed by a majo- 
rity. We would have paſſed a law to exclude perſons who muſt ever 
be the chattels of the Government from ſitting in this Houſe—it 
was refuſed by a niajority. A bill to make ſome perſon reſident 
among you and amenable to public juſtice reſponſible for the acts 
of your Governors, has been refaled to Ireland by a majority of 
Gentlemen calling themſelves her Repreſentatives. Can we be 
fo vain as to think that the bare credit of thoſe majorities can 
weigh down the opinion of the public on the important ſubject of 
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conſtitutional right? Or muſt not every man in his ſenſes know 
that the uniform denial of what they look upon to be their inde- 
feaſible rights, muſt become a proof to them that the imputat ion 
of corrupt practices is founded in fact.- Now, Sir, if the Hon. 
Gentleman's objections in point of ſubſtance are not to be ſupport- 
ed if, in ſhort, the- fact charged is highly criminal if you are 
competent to enquire into it—if you have all the ground that can 
be expected — does he treat himlelf or the Houte as he ought 
when he makes objections of form? Bur fee what thoſe are.— 
Wecar't, he ſays, appoint a Committee of both Houles—we have 
power only over our own Members. I an{wer the ſact of the ob- 
jection does got exiſt. We affect no authority over the Lords by 
the reſolution I propoſe. The parliamentary courle in Great 
Britain is firſt to move for a joint Committee, and then to ſend a 
meſſage to the Lords to appriſe them thereof and to requeſt their 
cancurrence. But he ſays it is interfering with their privileges. 
I anſwer the offence I ſtate is an outrage upon them as well as upon 
us, and therefore it is peculiarly proper to invite their Lordihips 
to join us in an enquiry that affects both Houſes equally. Ihe 
man muſt be wretched|y ignorant indeed, who does not know that 
ſuch joint Committees have been appointed in England on vari- 
ous. occaſions both before and ſince the revolution. Such a Com- 
mittee you find on their journals ſo early as the reign of Henry LV. 
ſuch you find previous to the proſecution of Lord Strafford—ſuch 
you fiud on the ſubject of the India charter, previous to the im- 
peachment of the Duke of Leeds, in 1695. —— What then be- 
comes of thoſe objeCtions in form or in ſubſtance But another 
Right Hon. Gentleman (the Prime Serjeant) put his objection on 
a fingle point, which, if anſwered, he will vote for my motion.— 
F accept the condition and I claim the promiſe. I aſk him where 
he found the diſtinction? Lawyers here ſeem fond of authorities. 
But he has cited none. Having then none of his own, let him 
ſubmit to profit by mine. In thoſe I have already cited there was 
no previous aſcertainment of the fact any more than of the of- 
fenders, ſave what aroſe from public common notoriety.—Here 
Mr. Curran adverted to the particular circumitances of thoſe tranſ- 
actions to ſhew that there was not and could not have been any 
evidence, either as to the crime; or the delinquents, until the en- 
quiry actually begun. But, ſaid he, the learned Member ſeems 
to think the crime ſhould firſt be proved by witneſſes. I aſk him 
if he was proſecuting for the Crown would he be ſo incautious as 
to diſcloſe his evidence before the actual trial? The Hon. Gen- 
tleman then has oppoſed upon a diſtinction unſupported by prece- 
dent and unſupportable by argument or principle. Mr. Curran 
then examined the arguments of the Solicitor which went nearly 
on the ſame ground that had already been taken. One new ob- 
ſervation, he ſaid, the learned Meniber had produced from a le- 
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gal man, he was ſorry he ſaid. it was not to the queſtion in de- 
date. The learned Member it ſeemed was ſurpriſed to find a 
motion for reforming the Senate, come from the repreſentative of 
a borough. If the mover of ſuch a reſolution was a man who had 
in any inſtance ſince he was a Member of that Houſe deſerted the 
principles he profeſſed, or betrayed his truſt, the obſervation 
would have weight, however the Hon, Member was miſtaken in 
thinking the ſault of the repreſentative a demerit in the conſti- 
tuent; but if, {aid he, I have done none of theſe things, I cannot 
but regret the ſtrange ſimplicity of argument of the Hon. Gentle- 
man, who comes forward with a weapon which can wound no- 
body but himſelf, Mr. Curran then went thro' a number of leſs 
important objections which had been advanced by ſeveral Gentle- 
men at the other fide. He was ſorry, he ſaid, to find the Hon. 
Gentlemen of his own profeflion had not given more ground to 
vindicate the conftirutional independency of that profeſſion. He 
ſpoke highly of the ſcience of the law as inſpiring a love of li- 
berty, of religion, of order, and of virtue. It was, he ſaid, like 
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every ſeed which failed or flouriſhed according to the nature of the 


ſoil, In a rich and fertile and ardent genius, it was ever found to 
refine, to condenſe, and to exalt. In milder temperament it could 
not be fairly judged of at a particular fide in a popular aflembly— 
far from thinking the filence of the unſucceſsful ſpeeches of ſome 
of his learned brethren as a ſtain upon their profeſſion, hethought 
the reverſe :—He thought it proved how ſtrongly they were im- 


22 with the demerits of their cauſe, when they ſupported it 


o badly; and he felt pleaſure in ſeeing what honourable teſti- 
mony was borne by the diſconcertion of the head to the integrity 
of the heart. If, indeed, he ſaid thoſe profeſſional ſeeds had been 


1own in a poor, groſs, vulgar ſoil, he Would expect nothing from 


it but a ſtupid, graceleſs, unprincipled babble—the goodneſs of 
the ſeed would be deſtroyed by the malignity of the ſoil, and the 
reception of ſuch a profeſſion into ſuch a mind could form only a 
being unworthy of notice, and unworthy of deſcription, unleſs 
perhaps the indignation of an indiſcreet moment, obſerving ſuch 
an object wallowing in its favourite dirt, ſhould fling it againſt 
the canvas and produce a figure of it depicted in its own filth. 
As for his part, he ſaid, that if ſuch a deſcription of unhappy 
perſons could be found to exiſt, and ſhould even make him the 
lubject of their eſſays, he would paſs them with the ſilence they 
deſerved, happy to find himſelf the ſubject and not the author of 
ſuch performances. He could not fit down without reminding 
Gentlemen of one curious topic in which he had been oppoſed. 
It has been ſtated, ſaid he, in a former adminiſtration, the Peerage * 
and the Bench were actually expoſed to ſale.—If fo, he aid, the 
motion could not be reſiſted without an indelible ſtain upon the 
character of the Houſe. I am ready to extend the limits of the 
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enquiry, to take in thoſe perſons who may have been guilty of 
ſuc a crime: let them be the ſubjects of the ſame enquiry, and, 
if they are guilty, of the ſame puniſhment, 


At two o'clock the queſtion of adjournment was carried by 147 
to 85. 


— — — 


Monvar, FEBRUARY 14, 1791. 


The following Comm'ttee was, by the uſual ballot, ſelected 
to try the College election: 
F. 


Y 


cnamara, Eſq, H. Alcock, Eſq. 
G. Bunbury, Eſq. T. Dixon, Eſq. 
Hon. F. N. Burton, Right Hon. D. Daly, 
Fon. A Weſley, Lord E. Fitzgerald, 
Sir W. G. Newcomen, W. P. K. Trench, Eſq, 
Townſhend, Eſq. W. Meeke, Eſq. 
on. R. Ward, Brod. Chinnery, Eſq. 


VW. Burton, Eſq. 

Mr. S. Mooxe, Chairman of the County of Dublin Committee, 
complained of an arreſt againſt a perſon ſummoned by the Com- 
mittee: - He moved, that the Sub-Sherift do attend with St. 
George Mac Cartney, at the bar to-morrow.—Ordered. 


The Stamp-duty Bill was preſented and read a firſt time. 
The Poſt-oftice Bill was read a ſecond time. 


Mr, GzaTrTaAN preſented a petition from the merchants of Dub- 
lin, praying a bounty on the export of corn from the part of Dub- 
lin. He faid, that on a future day he thould move that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to take into conſideration. the ſaid petition, 
and report their opinion thereon to the Houſe ; for the preſent, 
he ſhould preſent the petition, and move that it lie on the table, 
and that it be printed. 

The petition. was received—read—ordered to lie on the table, 
c 2 | 

The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of ways and means 
towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeity, the Right Hon. 
John Monck Maſon in the Chair. | 


The CnancxLxon or THE Excnzquzx moved the Wine 
Duties, which were agreed to; and on the Houſe being reſumed, 
ordered that the report be received to-morrow, | 


1791-1 1 us 


TutsDbay, FEBRUAR 15, 1791. 


The following Gentlemen were ſelected to try the Wexſord 
alection: e 


Hon. W. Forward, Hon. H. Pomeroy, 
Charles Stewart, Eſq. Hon. George Jocelyn, 
Sir T. Oiborne, E. Hoare, Eſq. 

Samuel Hayes, Eſq. H. Butler, Eſq. | 
Warm. Sherlock, Eſq. Wm. Richardſon, Eſq. 
R. T. Herbert, Eiq. Hon. R. Rochfort, 
Wm. Knox, Eſq. Robert Day, Eſq. 


D. Latouche, Eſq. 
Who were immedlately ſworn. and adjourned to the Com- 


mittee Room. 


Mr. Ecan ſaid, that from the number of Gentlemen now 
ſerving on Committees, he feared there would not be a ſufficient 
number to ſorm a Houſe, in order to ſelect a Committee for try- 
ing the Tallagh petition: if the Houſe were adjourned on this 
account, it m'ght protract the trial of that petition to a time 
which would materially interfere with his profeſſional buſineſs; 
there would be fifteen moſt unexceptiorable Gentlemen, who had 
ſerved on the Trim Committee, and he wiſhed to have the chance 
of ſore of thoſe Gentlemen thrown open to him. He therefore 
moved, © That as the number of attending Members appears to 
be inſufficient to ſelect a Committee from, thoſe Gentlemen who 


have ſerved already be obliged to attend to morrow at the call 
of the Houle.” ; 


Mr. B. DAL deſired the Clerk to read the number of Mem- 
bers who are now excuſed from attending from age, ſickneſs, ab- 
fence, abroad, or now ſerving on Committees. 


Ihe Clerk read the numbers accordingly, and it appeared that 


they amounted to 194. 


Mr. Da v ſaid, that of the remaining 106, it was not at all 


impoſſible that ſixty Members, the requiſite number would at- 
tend to-morrow. 


Mr. G. Ponsoner ſuggeſted, that if a reſolution was to paſs 
ſubjecting the Members who are ordered into cuſtody to treble 
fees, it would be a good means to enforce a ſull attendance. 


Loxp DeLvin obſerved, that it was evident that a pecuni- 
ary fine was by no means ſufficient to enforce a full attendance, 
and he moved a reſolution, that ſuch members who are not diſ- 
abled by age, ſickneſs, or ſerving on Committees, who do not 
attend, be cenſured by the Houſe, —This reſolution he after- 


190 PARLIAMENTARY [Fr z. 15, 


wards withdrew, and on the Speaker putting the queſtion on Mr. 
Egan's motion, the Houſe divided, when the nunibers were, 
For the motion, 40 


Againſt it, 56 


Mr. Sax ker complained to the Houſe, that Mr. Penefather, 
a Member of that Houſe, and Who was attending his duty on one 
of the Comuiittees, was arreſted on going away from the Houle, 
by a Francis Pierpoint Hewitt, an officer belonging to the Court 
ot Common Pleas; this he conceived to be a breach of the privi- 
lege of Parliament, and an infringement on the rights ot that 
Houſe. He therefore moved, that the ſaid Francis Pierpoint 
Hewitt do attend forthwith in cuſtody at the bar of this Houſe, 
which was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Codd, the Sub-Sheritt of the City of Dublin, and Mr, 
St. George M*Cartney, attended at the bar purſuant to order. 

Mr. M. Cartney was aſked. when he was ſummoned ?—He 

ſaid, he was ſummoned on Saturday laſt, and about two hours 
after his being ſummoned, he was arreſted and taken into cut- 
tody on an execution. He alſo ſaid, that he received a ſum- 
mons on Tueſday or Wedneſday laft, but which ſununons was 
miſlaid ; he ſaid, that at the time of his being arreſted, he had 
in his poſſeſſion a ſummons to attend the County of Dublin Com- 
nuttee. 

The Sub-Sherif, on being examined, ſaid, that about two 
o clock on Saturday laſt, Mr. M*Cartney was arreſted ; that he 
produced a ſummons to him; that the ſummons was dated on 
Saturday; that his practice is, that on a copy of a ſummons, re- 
quiring the attendance of any perſon before a Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, being left at his office, he takes care never 
to iſſue any warrant ; that in the preſent caſe, no copy of the 
ſummons was left at his office; and on M*Cartney producing the 
fummons, he went to the plaintiff, and told him of the circum- 
ſtance; but the plaintiff refuſed to conſent to diſcharge him, and 
told him if he diſcharged him, it ſhould be at his own peril.— 
He then went to Moore, Chairman of the Committee, and told 
him the whole caſe, in order to be directed by him how he 
ſhould act on the occaſion. 

The Houſe made no order reſpecting this buſineſs. 

The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee, to take into conſideration further ways and means to- 
wards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. 


| Mr. VanopeLevs, adverting to what had paſſed in the Com- 
mittee on Friday night laſt, gave it as his opinion, that the ex- 
ciſe ſhould be laid on the ſpirits and not on the molaſſes. 
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Mr. Gzoxce Poxsonrty obſerved, that Government had 
ſet out the beginning of this ſeſſion with declaring that they 
wented neither loan nor tax; a declaration from which they 
leemed to aſſume much merit; but it had ſo happened in the 
courſe of the ſeſſion, that certain regulations relative to ſpirits 
had taken place, by which the Revenue would very much in- 
_ creaſe ; and he gave notice that ke would move to have the ſur- 
plus, To accruing, applied to the reduction of the national debt. 
{here were, he alſo underſtood, new duties to be laid upon 
ſugar, which would conſiderably increaſe the Revenue; he knew 
the Right Hon. Gentlewan, at the head of the finances, had too 
much truth and directneſs not to explain this buſineſs fairly to 
the Houſe, and for that purpoſe he called upon him. 


The CnaxcRLTORH OF THE EXCHEQUER replied, that as to 
the increaſe of Revenue from the duties impoſed on ſpirits, that 
was a matter in ſuppoſition . for his own part, he would not be 
ſurpriſed if the Revenue were to be lefl.ned by them; but if 
any over plus ſhould ariſe, it was already applicable by law to the 
reduction of the national debt. And to the queſtion relative to 
the duty on ſugar, he anſwered, that as yet he had no intention 
of laying a further duty on ſugar, as he had no notice of any 
having been laid in England, and by the Equalization Act it was 
declared, that within four months after a tax ſhould be laid upon 

that article in England, Ireland ſhould lay a funilar tax, provi- 
ded her Parliament ſhould be then fitting. . 


Mr. GRATTAN declared, that he and his Right Hon. Friend, 
Mr. Letouche, were by no means ſatisfied at the meaſures that 
had been taken to ſuppreſs the abule of ſpirits, and encourage the 
brewery z much ſtronger meaſures ſhould, be thought, have 
been taken, he therefore deſired that they might not be conſider- 
ed as reſponſible for the ſucceſs of theſe dew: ang: 


The CHANCELLOR or The EXCHEQUER aſſured the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, that if any diſappointment aroſe, it could on] 
happen from the difficulty of obtaining the preciſe point at which 
the bigheſt duty could be laid, without encouraging the ſmug- 
gler ; he was ſorry, however, the Right Hon. Gentlemen re- 
nounced a meaſure which would poſſibly redound much to their 
credit, but in abandoning it to the Government, which had ſo 
fairly and decidedly forwarded the meaſure, as to reſponſibility, 
that, to be ſure, was generally thrown on him; but he begged 

Gentlemen would not relinquiſh all their claim to the honour 
which would reſult from ſo ſalutary a meaſure. 


Major HonarxT.—Though ſome difference hag ariſen bes 
tween Gentlemen, on one point, in a buſineſs of ſo much im- 
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portance, yet we ſhould be ſorry to be deprived of the afliſtance 
of Hon. Gentlemen on that fide of the Houſe, in a matter where 
the co-operation on all ſides is ſo neceſſary, before any thing ef 
fectual can be done. —I can aſſure the Houle, Sir, it is the ear- 
neft with of the Government to co-operate with any plan that 
appears practicable for a purpoſe of ſuch general utility. The 
eſs of regulation in the interior parts of the kingdom can be 
beſt ſettled by country Gentlemen, who are more intimately ac- 
| con wr with the ſituation of their reſpective diſtricts, and there- 
re their ſuggeſtions are the more neceſſary to aid the general 
purpoſe. Gentlemen more immediately concerned with the go- 
vernment have not that particular knowledge of the internal ſtate 
of the country; they have collected their inſormation principally 
from the knowledge of the metropolis, and from ſuch Gentle- 
men, in official ſituations, as appeared to be beſt informed and 
moſt intelligent on the ſubject, by this knowledge, Government 
has hitherto acted; and I beg to repeat the aſſurance, that ſo far 
as Governinent has interfered, they have been aCtuated by no 
other view, than that of effecting the great national reform. 


Mr. GrxarTrTan.—Sir, the thinneſs of the Houſe makes it un- 
neceſſary for me to go at large into the ſubject that I am now to 
282 3 I ſhall therefore merely open it for future diſcuſſion. 

he bufineſs would indeed have been brought forward with more - 
2 by the ſervants of the Crown, as it was done in Eng- 

d; for though the nations are not equally rich, or nk; 
powerful, they are certainly of equal rank, and equally indepen- 
dent; but, as Miniſters have not acted as they ſhould have done, 
we are at liberty to o:cupy the queſtion, and leave it open for 
future diſcuſſion, 

The Convention is ſuppoſed to be ee de in two diſtinct 
points: The liberty of fiſhing in the you outhern Ocean, and 
the liberty of trading to Nootka and all the Coaſts on the Weſtern 
fide of America, which are not poſſeſſed and ſettled by the ſub- 

jects of Spain. . 

The trade to Nootka is the object moſt likely to excite the ſpe- 
culation of our merchants. 'This trade depends on an intercourſe 
with China; for from the beſt information we have, the commo · 
dities of Europe have been brought to Nootka ; they have there 
been exchanged with the natives for furs and fkins ; thoſe furs 

and ſkins have been carried to China, where they have brought 
a very high price. Tea is the principal article of Chineſe pro- 
duce in —.— in England and in Ireland, and with tea the 
Chineſe pay for the furs and ſkins of Nootka. 
But as China and Nootka lie eaſtward of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and weſtward of the Streights of Magellan, a queſtion 
— how we ſtand with reſpect to the charter of the Eaſt- India 
Company? I need not inform the Houſe, that no Britiſh ad o 
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Parliament can bind Ireland, or that the charter of the Eaſt- 
India Company is held under a Britiſh act. : f 

Neither is it neceſſary to ſay, that the Eaſt-India Company's 
charter is not recognized by Ireland under the act of Mr. Yelver- 
ton; that act adopts all ſuch Engliſh laws, relative to trade, as 
convey equal advantages, and impoſe equal reſtrictions on both 
countries; but the Eaſt-India Company's Charter conveys no 
manner of advantage whatſoever to lreland, and therefore, under 
Mr. Yelverton's act, no regard can be paid to its reſtrictions. 

However, if any Gentleman doubrs that Mr. Yelverton's bill 
does go to legalize the monopoly of the Eaſt-India Company, and 
to exclude Ireland, I will ſtate the circumſtances which gave 
riſe to that bill—[Houſe—no doubt—no doubt.] Then it is 
not ſuppoſed, that Mr. Yelverton's act legalizes the monopoly 
of the Eaſt India Company againft Ireland; nor is it ſuppoſed 
that any Britiſh Statute can. What then prevents us from car- 
Tying our Free Trade to any part of the world which is not pre- 
occupied, or where the inhabitants will trade with us? 

The obſtacle is in our own Revenue Bill, by that we are pre- 
vented from iinporting tea, but thro the medium of the Englith 
Eaſt India Company; and thus the queſtion ſtands: If you mean 
to trade to Nootka for furs, your beſt market for ſelling theſe 
furs is China. In China you muſt receive your payment in tea, 
(an article of great conſumption in Ireland ; but you cannot bring' 

one pound of that tea to Ireland) becauſe the Iriſh Revenue 
Law expreſsly forbids you to receive it but thro' the medium of 
the Engliſh Eaft India Company, and conſequently, while the 
law ſubſiſts, you can derive no 1nanner of advantage from the 
late convention, and you have as completely ſubmitted to the 
charter of the Eaſt India Company, as if you were bound by 
Englith acts of Parliament. 

I aſx you then will you continue theſe clauſes in the Revenue 
Bill? If you do, you relinquiſh your Free Trade—lf you do, 
you ſpeak two languages, one to the people, another to the Eaſt 
India Company. To the people you ſay, we have given you 
a Free Trade; to the Eaſt India Company, we have ſacri- 
ficed the Free Trade of Ireland to your Charter.” 5 

I will therefore, Sir, move you, 

„ That the Committee of Trade do fit on Wedneſday ſe'nnight, 
to confider whether any, and wwhot legiſlative provifions require to 
be adopted or diſcontinued by this 8 the better to avail fer- 
felf of the flipulations obtained for his Majefly's ſubjeds, by the 
tute Convention with Spain.” : 


Mr. S#eErRIDAN ſeconded the motion. 


The CHanceLLok of the ExcyeqQuer ſaid, he would not 


take upon him to ſay, whether that line of trade, which the 
Vor. XI. O | 
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Right Hon. Gentleman had ſpoken of, was the moſt eligible 
trade for this country to purſue, or how far it was affected by 
the laws of the land; but certain he was, that the Convention 
which his Majeſty had been plcaſed to lay before the Houle, 
was an inftrument, the reſult of a negociation of war or peace, 
and as ſuch, had nothing whatever to do with the preſent queſ- 
tion ; and therefore, whether it was better to trade by the me- 
dium of the Eaſt India Company, or to interfere with their mo- 

nopoly, was a queſtion totally diſtirct from, and utterly irreje- 

vant to the buſineſs of the Convention, and was a queſtion which 
never could, by any poſſibility, ariſe out of the ſubjeQ with 


which the Right Hon. Gentleman had thought proper to blend 
it 


When Gentlemen were pleaſed to appoint a day to conſider. 

the ſubjeQ of the Convention, he thought it was to conſider the 
application of the money that had been voted to ſupport Eng- 
land in the late preparations for war; how) much ſurpriſed muſt 
he be to find a far different object, the conſideration of a clauſe 
in a Revenue Bill. But as the alteration of this clauſe now ap- 
peared to be the intention of the Right Hon. Gentleman, he 
thought the proper time to debate the ſubject would be, when 
that bill came before the Houſe. I he 1 in queſtion was 
intended to prevent ſmuggling, and the importation of teas 
brought by the Swedes and Danes to Europe, and for no other 
purpoſe whatſoever. 


Mi. Denis Browns ſaid, it ſhould have been the object of 
the Right Hon. Gentleman's queſtion, to enguire into the ad- 
vantages gained to the empire by the late Convention with Spain; 
if it had, he would have found that they were as great as the 
molt ſanguine politician could hope, from ten years of the moſt 
ſucceſsſul war. He agreed with Gentlemen, that it was cue 
wiſdoin to turn their thoughts to the benefits which muſt ariſe 
fem the Convention ; ſor, having to the beſt. of our power zea- 
louſly and affectionately ailified Great Britain to obtain com- 
mercial advantages, no doubt could exiſt of the juſtice of our 
claiin to participate in them; but he very much doubted whe- 
ther Ireland was fitted to carry on an Eait India trade at this 
day. Gentlemen had ſaid, that the monopoly of the Eaſt India 
Company was not adepted by Mr. Yelverton's bill. No man 
could ſuppoſe it was; the 2 on an Eaſt India trade from 
Ircland, certainly were only to be found in our own revenue 
bill, which paſſes annually, and may be altered whenever the 
wiſdom of Parliament ſhall think fit - but he would be very ſor- 
TY to ſee it altered without very ſerious deliberation ; for not to 
peak of ſmuggling, or the admiſſion of teas from Denmark and 
Sweden, it required much confideration to determine whether a 
trade to China for tea, which can only be purchaſed with ſilver, 
would be well ſuited to a country whoſe capital is ſo ſmall as 
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that of Ireland? Whether the drawing away the ready money 
capital from the ſupport of your tillage and manufactures, and 
ſending it to China, (where nothing elſe would be received,) 
was preferable to buying your tea from England, which country 
receives ten thouſand articles of your produce, and particularly 
encourages your ſtaple manufacture? 

All theſe were queſtions of ſerious conſideration, but certain 
be was, that whenever the preſent Miniſter of England ſhould 
take up the ſubject of the Eaſt India trade, in order to future 
arrangement, Ireland would participate in every free advantage. 
His great and honeſt mind looks to great and noble objects; no 
little ſcheme, no petty end attracts his view ; he aims at the ge- 
neral proſperity of the empire; and whatever promotes that, 
is ſure of his Aker this the late French commercial treaty 
has fully proved; in that treaty the intereſts of Ireland were as 
carefully guarded as thoſe of England: and after ſuch an earneſt 
of his attention and integrity, there remained not the ſimalleſt 
doubt, that in any new arrangement of Eaſt India commerce, the 
rights and the intereſt of Ireland would be fully protected. 


Mr. SHERIDAaAn.—Gentlemen have called this queſtion an 
unprecedented motion, not founded in fact and on a ſubject that 
has already been approved of; and the Convention has been ſaid 
to do great credit to Miniſters. If the Convention has been 
approved, it was in the hope that this country would derive . 
benefit from it. And if the Miniſters had negleQed to bring 
theſe benefits under the view of the Houſe, it becomes our duty 
to enquire after them, and to ſee what we may be entitled to 
from the conceſſions which Spain has made, and which we have 
aſſiſted England to obtain? TT his queition is, therefore, Sir, of 

eat commercial importance, and the Convention is welcome 
with all its faults, as it gives Ireland an opportunity of aſſerting 
her rights. 

Ireland, Sir, ſends no embaſſies; ſhe has no envoys—no con- 
ſuls reſident in foreign countrics; nay, worſe, the is obliged to 
depend on the minitters of a country jealous and monopolizing. 
When Spain inſulted the Eng!ith flag, Ireland gave freely and li- 
berally all that was deſired; and to her power the diſpute was 
compromiſed, I will. iuppoſe, to general ſatisfaction, though 
that has not been proved. On the firſt view, one would na- 
turally ſuppoſe that Ireland was to ſhare in the advantages ac- 
quired : Ireland has then a right to trade to the South Sea, but 
do we not know that the moit decided right may be rendered 
nugatory without impeachment of the right itſelf? The con- 


duct of gentlemen ſhew it, and I feel other reaſons to rouſe your 


attention. 
* 


The Convention, Sir, was laid upon your table- with all the 
2 : . ”— 
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pride of an Engliſhman, and all the gravity of a Secretary — 
Why was it laid upon your table, if Ireland i rot to ſhare in its 
benefits? And it the is, why not open your committee of trade, 
and examine what theſe advantages are? | 

His Majeſty's Mliniſters negociated for his Majefty's Prit:/h ſub- 
1 this can only mean the people of England and of Scotland. 

he people of Ireland are not Britiſh ſubje&s. Englund cer- 
tainly ſhould precede, but Ireland ſhould not follow as a mere 
umbra ; her rights ſhould be ſubftanrially exprefied, and not left 
fruit to conſtructive ſecurity : But in this convention Ireland 1s rot 
once named, except where the Ambaflador (the Righr Hoa. 
Alleyne Fitzherbert) is called a Privy Counſellor of Ireland: 
—' he people of Ireland are only deſcribed under the general 
expretiion BRriti/h ſubjefs, which they are not; and how the 
Court of Spain may conſt rue that expreſſion, is yet unknown; but 
this is certain, that there are in treaties, as in the proceedings at 
law, ſpecial pleadings, and J never ſaw a declaration more liable 
ro a demurrer, than this fame boaſted Spanifli convention. 

Sir, I ſhall offer but one reaſon more, which !] hope the Houſe 


will think concluſive for going into the enquiry. Ihe benefits, 
if any of the convention, are to ariſe from a trade to be carried 


on between the Streights of Magellan, and the Cape of Good 
Hope. Now, are Gentlemen aware that the Engliſh Parliament 
have already decided, that it is inexpedient that Ireland ſhould 
trade in any part of ali that vaſt ſpace comprehended within 
thoſe boundaries? Are they aware that a reſolution to this ef- 
fect ſtands on the journals of the Engliih Parliament, dated 17th 
May, 1785, and that that reſolution has remained uncontroverted 
ever fince? And if they are, ſhould they not ſeize the preſent 
occaſion ? Sir, I ſhould be ſorry to agitate any queſtion that 
could diſturb the tranquitity of the empire; but Ireland never 
will, I truſt, Nang ad her free trade. If England wants any 
conceſſion for the common advantage of the empire, let her look 
for it in the generoſity and the honour of Ireland—ſhe may re- 
mit, but ſhe never will relinquiſh! her rights. 


Mr. Gzoxce Ponsowny.—T am at a loſs to anſwer the kind 
of argument that has been advanced: A Gentleman ſays, this 


- queſtion is totally unconnected with the Convention, and the Con- 


* 


vention has already been approved of: —If then the Convention 
has been approved of, and if this queſtion be unconneRed with 
it, what becomes of the Gentleman's objection to agreeing with 
the reſolution ? | | 

Sir, I do think, ſo far as the Convention has prevented hoſti- 
Iities—ſo far as it has ſecured peace—ſo far as it has terminated 
the differences which ſubſiſted between our Sovereign and the 
King of Spain, ſo far the Houſe is bound by its addrefs ; but L. 
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do not recollect that any one ever propoſed to review or recon- 
ſider thoſe points: our intention was to conſider it merely as a 
commercial meaiu'e. The Briciih Rag was intuited, her tubjects 
vere injured in their perſons and ther properties, and whether 
England received ſuthcient reparation, was a couſideration for 
the Englith Paritanicutz ard it they are ſatisticu, no man can be 
ſo abſurd as to tuppoſe that we have any right to be diſcontent- 
ed, It the Niinliter oi England has tatished the Parliament and 
People of that country that their trade is ſufficiently ſecured, 
no man here will be ſo fooliſh as to diſpute the point with him. 
Bur the Enzlith Parliainent can only peak lor Engiand—the 
Iriſh for Ireland and therefore Gentlemen muſt kuow that the 
queſtion now brought forward can reiate only to what concerns 
this country. f 

A Gentleman has ſid, that our intereſts are Tecured co-exten- 
fively with England. I will ſuppoſe ſo:— he Right Hon. 
Gentleman has moved, that we thould conſider what meaſures 
are proper to be taken to improye thoſe intereſts, and avail our- 
ſelves of this ſecurity, — This is oppoſed. Does the Gentleman 
mean to ſay, that we have intereſts, and that thefe interefts are 
ſccured, but we muſt never ſpcak a word about them? Do 
they mean to fay, that our advantages are included in the Conven- 
tion, but we wont allow them to be ſpoken of with the Conven- 
tion, becauſe the Convention has been already approved? To 
act thus, would he be juſt as if a law-ſuit was depending on the 
wording of a certain deed, and the Court ſhould fay—you may 
examine all 8 of evidence; you may produce every kind 
of proof in this ſuir, except only that deed on which the ſuit dey 
p<nds ; that deed which.is in your hands, which may be offered 
with the utmoſt convenicuce, and from which the only ſatisfac- 


t ro trade 10 Byiubay' or Madras, which are Eng- 
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The Hon. Gentleman ſays, that England ſends money to 
China, and draws back commodities ; and infers from thence, that 
the Chineſe trade is unfit for Ireland, which is a poor country.— 
He goes on to ſay, that the revenue clauſe was intended to ex- 
clude the teas brought by the Swedes and Danes. Are not theſe 

r countries alſo? Has not the Hon. Gentleman read, that 
almoſt the firſt effort of the e after acquiring inde · 
pendence, was den. a trade with China? If theſe cir- 
dumſtances have eſcaped the Hon. Gentleman's notice, I am war- 
Rees in ſuppoſing that he has not thought very deeply on the 

ubjeRQ. 

t has hitherto been the policy of all European nations to car- 
ry on the trade to the Eaſt Indies by excluſive companies—the 
preſent charter of the Englith Eaſt India Company will ſoon 
Expire ; there are ſufficient reaſons to induce us to interfere, 
while the old charter exifts—we ſhould not wait till it is out 
for, ſuppoſe England grants a new charter, and thinks proper 
to continue the monopoly, if we do not put in our claim, we 
may be ſuppoſed to acquieſce, and any future demand of a par- 
ticipation, ma be looked upon as coming out of time: — Do 

entleinen think it then fit and proper to giye up every claim 
for us and our poſterity for ever? Pave they thought upon the 

queſtion? Have they meaſured in their minds the infinite 
ſources of wealth that thoſe vaſt regions may lay apen to future 
adventure and future induſtry ? If they have, will they think it 
beneficial to ſubmit to a monopoly of Eaſt India trade? If Vick 
do, perhaps they would wiſh to go back to a monopoly of We 
India trade. 

Gentlemen ſeem to think that we call for an inveſtigation of 
the Spaniſh Convention, with intention to cenſure it; no ſuch 
ro We call for an enquiry, merely t inform | ourſelves and 
he nation what benefit we have acquired from it; and if it ap- 
pears to contain great commercial advantages to Ireland, ] myſelf 
would be happy to move an addreſs to the Crown acknowledging 
thoſe advantages, and the wiſdom of thoſe Who acquired t 57 
for us; and 1urely Government, who boaſt ſo mu ach. of th Is 
tranſaction, need not fear to have it examined. 

A Right Hon. Gel t eman has aid, that when * 1 cave 
Bill comes in, it w "the Rab time to examine this ſu 
ject; but, ſurely, this would, be the moſt im time that 

oflibly could be” When that bill comes in, all . ties have 

eady been laid, IF that bill does but regulate the manner of 
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fore your emancipation ; but now that it ſtands confeſſed, that 
Ireland has as good a right to a Free Trade as England has, they 
ſhould not be ſuffered to continue as a reſtraint upon the greateſt 
fources of wealth that can ariſe from that free trade. 

Have Gentlemen fo far narrowed their minds as to fuppoſe 
thar all the countries between the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Streights of Magellan, are occupicd by Engliſh ? or do they think 
that there are no parts of India but thoſe comparatively trifling 
ſettlements of the Eaſt-India Company ? Is there not Japan, 
China, Cochin China, and other immenſe regions, as abſolutely 
free from Engliſh controul, and as foreign to us as the kingdom 
of France? What power then has England (right ſhe never 
had) to prevent our 1ntercourſe with theſe countries ?—And, as 
this, Sir, is the firſt great public tranſaction ſince your free trade 
and your emancipation, it behoves you to guard your rights. 


Mr. Cook followed Mr. Ponſonby, and ſaid, that the rea- 
ſons with which the Hon. Gentleman had concluded to perſuade 
the Houſe to enter into the Committee, were the reaſons which 
induced him to oppoſe it. For, that ſo far from it being our 
duty to ſeize the opportunity of a termination or prevention of 
foreign hoſtilities, to make a new demand againſt Great Britain, 
be thought that ſuch a claim, at ſuch a moment, was peculiarly 
improper. If the preſent convention afforded ground for laying 
new duties, and making new regulations reſpecting our trade 
with Spain, or with foreign powers, he would acknowledge the 
arguments of the Hon. Gentleman to be juſt : But what was the 
preſent caſe? Inſtead of forming a Committee to conſider of re- 
gulations with reſpe& to foreign trade, they were calling upon 
the Houſe to conſider by what means they ſhould infringe u 
the excluſive companies of Great Britain, under which we had 
hitherto acquieſced, and make an attack upon the charter of the 
India Company, which we had hitherto protected. He aſked, 
whether ſuch a conduct did not wear an ungracious aſpect? 
What would be our addreſs to his Majeſty ? —“ We congratulate, 
your Majeſty on the ſalutary peace which has been eſtabliſh» 
** £d upon the honourable prevention of hoſtilities which has 
- cakes. jag, and we will make them a pretext for demanding 
immediately additional conceſſions from Great Britain, and for 
* attacking the trade of the India Company.” If it be the opi- 
nion of this Houſe, that this nation dught to bring forward new- 
demands—if it be their deciſion not to acquieſce. any longer in 
the excluſive trade of the India Company, let the meaſure be 
brought forward ſubſtantively upon its own grounds, and upon 
Its own merits ; Let it be made a diſtin and ſeparate diſcuſſion: 
Bur let it not he complicated with the ſubject of the Convention, 
with which it bad no connection. He therefore ſubmitted to tha 
Houſe, whether it would not be right to reſiſt the motion in 
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its preſent ſhape, as carrying with it an unkind and ungracious 
appearance ? ; „ | 


Mr. BuxTon CounninGnam ſaid, when the queſtion 
was firſt moved, he did ſuppoſe the enquiry intended was 
to the policy of the Convention; how much ſurpriſed muſt he 
then be to ſee it turn upon a clauſe in our own Revenue Bill ? 
The proper time to debate that claufe was when the bill ſhould 
come regularly before the Houſe. The Hon. Gentleman ſeemed 
to imagine that ſome new rights were acquired, but that was an 
error—England had only aſſerted rights which ſhe always had, 
but which Spain had reſtrained ; and Ireland which enjoyed 
Every right in equal degree with England, might exerciſe them 
whenever ſhe pleaſed. - %%%Fͤ ò ] 


Mr. Mooxe faid, he could only conſider the motion as re- 
lating to the merits of the Convention itſelf; and as all England, 
and the Parliament of Ireland, had already given their fulleſt 
approbarion to that tranſaction, he could not ſee how it came 
again into queſtion. He oblerved, that he ſhould not be very 
fond of canvaſling rights, and drawing them into diſcuſſion every 
moment when they were not ere, ; It was apt to excite 
difference of opinion; and as Gentlemen were ſo very fond of 
this kind of proceeding, he could only conſole himſelf with re- 
fleQing, that every man acknowledged the right of Ireland to 
the mol perfect freedom of trade, and that that right was fixed 
on a baſis which could not be ſhaken. n 


Mr. Cool L ſaid, the Houſe had now ſat near a month, 
and the Miniſter had not vouchſafed to enter into any diſcuſſion 
of the Convention; before the Engliſh Houſe had fat half that 
time, the Miniſter of England had laid upon their table every 
document, and fully reigned the ſubject; he had hoped the 
Miniſter in this country would have followed ſo proper an ex- 
ample,- and would have named a day to explain to the Houſe all 
the benefits of that wiſe Convention. Ge ee IS 

The motion before the Houſe he conſidered ſo perfectly un- 
exceptionable, that the wicked ingenuity of no man could be able - 
to pervert it into any thing militating againſt England. He there- 
fore roſe, as he had often done' before, to endeavour to bring 
both ſides of the Houſe together, but he found an acrimony, a 
Venom Which forbid it; whence this aroſe he knew not, but if 

country Gentlemen were ready to contribute to every expence. 
and to ftipulate for no return to the nation, they would ſoon 
bring themſelves to the level of common labourers, and no one 
would pity them: He roſe to bring both ſides together, and he 
could not ſee when a Committee was civilly aſked, why it 
ſhould not be granted; or why a poor country that bad exerted 
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its utmoſt power to co-operate in obtaining advantages for the 
empire at large, ſhould not be allowed to hare in thoſe advan» 
tages. | 
þ . 


Mr. STANLEY.—There is no.circumſtance which has eyer oc- 
curred in this kingdom, which places the Parliamefit of the 
country upon prouder or more elevated ground, than the ſub- 
ject which was announced for this night's debate. As I believe 
this is the firſt time that a convention, or treaty of peace, be- 
tween Great Britain and a forcign State, has ever been ſubmitted 
to the deliberation of the Irith Parliament, I did hope that 
Gentlemen would have felt themſelves called upon to return 
thanks to his Majeſty for communicating to this country a parti- 
cipation in the imperial rights and diznity of the empire; that 
the greatneſs and novelty of our ſtuaticn would not have be- 
trayed us into indiſcretion and intemperance and thar we thould 
have proceeded in the exerciſe of this new juriſdiction with be- 
coming temper, moderation, and calinneſs. | 1 
Sir, on the firſt day of the preſent ſeiſion, his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters, influenced by a reſpecttul attention to this country, laid 
the declaration, counter- declaration and convention, concluded 
between Great Britain and Spain, before Parſiament; and when 
Gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe, moved for an order 
to take that Convention into conſideration, I really thought that 
the merits or demerits of that Convention, were to be the ſub- 
2 matter of this night's debate; but inſtead of that, Gentlemen 

ave, by ſurprize, ftepped from the north-weſt coatt of America 
into Afia, and have introduced a propoſition, which has no more 
to do with the Spaniſh Convention, than any other ideal foreign 
fubject that their fertile imagination could have ſuggeſted. Sir, 
it is not neceſſary now to enter into the merits of the 8 — 
Convention, as Gentlemen on the other ſide have not attempted 
to impeach its wiſdom and prudence ; and as I expected that, 
and that only, would have beet the ſubje&t of this night's de- 
bate, I was prepared to ſhew that it was highly advantageous 
to the general intereſts of the empire at large, and attended with 
ſingular advantages to Ireland in particular. That the national 
onour has been vindicated, and the right of commerce, navi- 
gation and ſettlement of the Dritiſh empire on the north-weſt 
coaſt of America, have been conceded and aſcertained ; that 
pew ſources of wealth and commerce have been opened to the 
empire at large, and the extravagant claims and proud ambition 
of Spain humbled ; but as Gentlemen have, by deſerting the 
Tubje& of that Convention, admitted its wiſdoin, I ſhall not 
treſpaſs upon the attention of the Houſe, by enumerating the 
__ advantages that muſt neceſſarily, ariſe from the prudent 
conduct of the adminiſtration of Great Britain on that occaſion. *' 
Witch reſpe to the mgtjon which has. been propoſed, Ithink 
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it premature and unneceſſary. A commercial treaty between 
Great Britain and Spain, will neceſſarily follow the Convention; 
and we have already had experience in the commercial treaty 
concluded between Great Britain and France; that it is now 
eſtabliſhed as a principle in the politics of Great Britain; that 
Ireland is to be included in all treaties of commerce made with 
foreign ſtates; and therefore I have no doubt, that whenever a 
commercial treaty ſhall take place between Great Britain and 
Spain, upon the ſubject of trade on the north-weſt coaſts of 
America, that the intereſts of Ireland will be properly guarded 
and provided. When it appears that the intereſts of Ireland are 
neglected, it will be time enough to complain. I think we 
ſhould endeavour to transfuſe one ſoul through every part of the 
empire, and unite our heads and hearts to bind and unite the 
two countries by every bond and connexion that can tend to im- 
prove their mutual ſtrength, and promote their perpetual dura» 
Ton. 


Majox Hoax r roſe, in conſequence of what had fallen from 
his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Conolly) his Right Hon. Friend 
ſeemed to be of opinion that Miniſters had not treated the Houſe 
reſpeQfully on the buſineſs of the Convention. He would only 
beg leave to obſerve, that the Convention having been menti- 
oned in the Speech from the Throne, the Houſe having in their 
addreſs declared their approbation of it, the papers relative to 
that tranſaction having been laid for ſome time on the table, it 
would not be very reſpectful in him tp take up the buſineſs 
anew, and call upon Gentlemen to kuow whether the approba- 
tion they had already given, was giyen on juſt and ſufficient 

ouuds, or not? If any Gentleman had found reaſon to alter 
Pie mind, and to retract the approbation he had given, he had 
a right to bring forward the ſubject ; but thoſe Gentleinen who 
remained of their firſt opinion, would not think themſelves very 
Ar 1s 1h treated, ſhould he call upon them to conſider further 
a ſukject on which they had already declared their ſatisfaction, 


The Hox, Mx. STE war ſpoke for ſome time; the ſubſtance 
of his ſpeech was, that he conſidered Mr. Pitt the firſt of Mi- 
niſters, and the beſt of men. Le: od 


Mr. Cuxxan ridiculed the gravity in which Gentlemen on 

the other ſide of the Houſe offered ſuch arguments, without 
Hlaughbing in each other's faces. In-reply to Mr. Cooke, he faid, 
if cke Court of Directors ſhould be kind enough to ſend over a 
few of their clerks to undertake the Government of this country, 
and that one of their honourable miſſionaries ſhould fay, ny dear 
Gentlemen, whatever regard you have for your own country, 


Vanuſt beg you would not interfere with any kind of trade tha; 


TTY & n #3 


1791.] r 8. 207 


militates agiinſt my maſter's intereſt, for it would be ungracious 
ſo to do. I don't know ſaid, Mr. Curran, what anſwer 1 ſhould 
make to ſuch a miſſionary, or to one of his maſters, but I would 
ſay, was he one of us, his arguments were very graceleſs. 


The Ar ToRXEY General.—We are now, Sir, upon the 
Order of the Day, and that Order is to take into conſideration 
the Convention with Spain. 


Miniſters have paid exactly the ſame attention to England 
and to Ireland in this tranſaction; in both countries it has been 
mentioned in the Speech from the Throne —in both countries the 

apers relative to it have been laid before Parliament; and the 
2 of each have declared their ſatisfaction by addreſſes 
to the Throne: But it ſeems. that the buſinefs of this night is 
not to diſcuſs the Convention itſelf, but to enquĩire whether cer- 
| tain laws of this land, ſhall be repealed or not? Sir, upon a 
future day, when thoſe laws come regularly before the Houſe— 
the Houſe, no doubt, will conſider whether they are beneficial 
to the country, and whether they ought to be continued or 
not. 73 11 Kani CCCCTCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC Si Ros, 

Sir, you are given to underſtand, that queſtions of trade 
are involved in 4 and great paĩua are taken to alarm 
the country, and to tell the people that their Free Trade is in 
danger; and we are called upon to aſſert our rights and to make 
our claims. Sir, ou Ricunrs:xre ABSERTED and We Rave 


* 


laws, of many years ſtanding with reſpet᷑t tothe importation of 
India ry. ag alter thoſe: Jaws ; but I think 


nation t/at' no attack whatſoever has been made upon our I 
The Houſe divided upon Mr. Grattan's motion. cit 
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Robert Wynne, Hon. R. Taylor, 

Henry Duquerry, | James Charterton, 
| en. Barrington, T. J. Forteſcue. 
7 Sevrgy ere, 15 


Loxp Dervin moved, that the Clerk do make out a liſt of 
thoſe Members, not excuſed, who have not as yet attended the 
Houſe on any ballot for a ſeleQ Committee. 7 | 

e 1 


Francis Pierpoint Hewitt, Tipſtaff of the Court of Common 
Pleas, attending according to an order of yeſterday, was called 
,,, ge RES 
Mr. Toren aſked him whether he had not iffued a warrant 
e e,, 


He replied, that he had; that it was often done, and parti- 
culariſec two inſtances. He did not recollect, at the time, 
whether the Gentleman was a Member of the Houſe, if he had 
known it, be would have, notwithſtanding, iſſued it. The at- 
tachment was founded on a contenipt of Court. e 
The Bailiff, wha: had arreſted the Gentleman, was ealled, but 


LITE Ef 10.7 (4; LISLE PS 343 < 7 | 
Mr. Tore x faid; this was. a: matter of ſerious confideration 


to the Houſe, and the ſooner it was diſcuſſed the better. If the 


privilege of a Member did not protect him from theſe inſults, 
chere was ng privilege which the Speaker poſſeſſed, that every 
particular Gentleman did nor alſo *poſſeſs;' and it would not be 
impoſſible for-any petty Bailiff of a Court to arreſt the Speaker 


s * 


coming with his Mace and Serjeant at Arms to open this Al- 
e e eee 


ſembly. Y Nen 11. Lew £1 ; 

| te circumſtances of this caſe made it high time for the 
Houſe to interfere. - The Officer ruſhed into the Houſe, and in 
the very Corridore ſeized.a Gentleman, the Sheriff of à great 
County, and a Member of ithis - Houſe going to attend his duty 
on a Committee, | | : 
The law had poſitively-ruled,:that no Member of Parliament 


_ ſhould be arreſted, fave only for felony, treaſon, or breach of 


the peace. By making contempt of Court a conſtructive breach 
of the peace, the Officers of the Court endeavoured to elude the 
law ; but I hope, faid he, the Houſe will ſhew its diſapproba- 


tion and indignation for the breach of privilege. 


I therefore move, That F. P. Hewit be, for this flagrant 
breach of the privileges of the Houſe, committed ro Newgate.” 
. After ſome debate, the motion was almoſt unanimouſly agreed 


: a , FI <t 
50. a od „ la As ip ain 
* : 


duce to-morrow in their 
tody.“ Ordered. 
Lord DeLvin then moved, t 


be raken into cuſtody for default, ſhall pay treble fees, and daily 
fees till the ſame ſhall be paid. 


F 
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Owen Wynne, Edmond Stanley, 
Veley Colclough, G. P. Buſhe, : 
Col. Arthur Ormiſby, Hon. Joſeph Hewit, 
J. Ormſby Vandeleur, Robert Johnſon, 
of Nenagb, Munſter, Edward Tighe, 

Sir Michael Cromie, - Hon. Denis Browne, 
Henry Alexander, Croſbie Morgell, 
James Bond, Thomas Leighton. 


The Houſe divided, 
| Ayes — 36 
Noes —— 59 


The motion was negatived. 


Excuſed through age, — 40 
On Committees, — | 120 
Excuſed on buſineſs, — 4 
Abſent on leave, 8 
Petitioned againſt, — 26 
Double returns, — — 
Petitioners, &c. W 2 
Already ſerved on Committees, — 15 
Amounting to Rn 


5 Lo RD Der vin defired the number of Gen-) 
tlemen who never attended might be added, . 13 


e NE ©. 
Leaving only 61 Members after deducting the Speaker. 
The motion was carried, —\ 


464 


The following Gentlemen were ſelected to try the Queen's 
County election: X 


Lo xp DeLvin moved, “ that the Serjeant at Arms do pro- 
places ſuch Members as are in his cuſ- 


hat every Member who ſhall 


Mr. BuxGx moved, that the number of Members who have 
not yet ſerved on Committees is not ſufficient to fulfil the pur- 
poles of the Grenville Act. 


How. Dzuis Bow RR defired that the Clerk might read the 
ſtate of the Houſe which he had been ordered to draw up. 
The Clerk read the number of Gentlemen : a 


pn . — 
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Mr. STAPLES moved, that no Member of this Houſe be, on 


account of official duty, excuſed from his attendance on this 
Houſe. | 


Loan Dz LVIN aid, it would be much better for the Hon. 
Gentleman to object to the excuſe of official duty being admitted 
at the time of calling over the defaulters. 


Mr. SnzxipAx faid, that in England, where certainly the 
Miniſters had as much public buſinefs to tranſact as here, the ex- 
cule of official duty was never pleaded ayainft being choſen on 
Committees ; but though Miniſters here were ready to excuſe 
themſelves from the troubleſome duty of the Houſe, they could 
. time to vote for having the fees of the Officers of the 

ouſe increaſed, by puniſhing other defaulters; he had ſeen it 
this day, and on this queſtion he had, for the firſt time, ſeen 
thoſe Gentlemen in a minority. 


— 


Major HosaRxT.—I merely riſe, Sir, to ſay, that I did not 
conceive myſelf called on to withhold my vote from the motion 
of the noble Lord, becauſe the Houſe was pleaſed to honour 
me by its indulgence. No Gentleman, I am lure, could imagine 
my vote, on this occaſion, was given out of any diſreſpect to 
him; it was merely with a view to preſerve a neceſſary attend- 
ance to the buſineſs of the Houſe at this criſis, that I co- operated 
with the Gentlemen who ſupported the motion, for my own 
part, Sir, I never ſeek any indulgence from the Houſe for the 

ke of being idle; for I can aſſure Gentlemen, my time, eſpe- 
cially at this period, is very fully employed in the public a 
vice: beſide, I underſtand the exemption extended to me by the 
Houſe on this occaſion, is not at all ſingular, as they have al- 
ways given the ſame to my predeceſſors. 


The ATTorneYy GENERAL ſaid, this reſolution was in di- 
rect contradiction to the act of Parliament: the act ſays, that 
any Member not appearing on a ballot for a Committee, ſhall 
be excuſed on reaſonable grounds offered ; official duty has been 
always thought by the Houſe reaſonable ground, yet the reſo- 
lution takes away this diſcretion. 


The Cnancetior' or Tux Excntquen ſaid, he never 
was engaged in a more laborious buſineſs than he was at preſent. 
He had been for many days paſt preparing the money bills, and 
had not a moment to ſpare Ear other purpoſe, but if Gen- 
tlemen thought r to lock him up in a Committee-room, it 
would be only prolonging the ſetlion,. and delaying the public 
| bulineſs ; as fopn as they. were finiftied, he would freely offer 


c 
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himſelf to diſcharge any duty the Houſe would pleaſe to com- 


maid. 


Mr. STAPLES withdrew his motion. 


Mr. S. Moore, as Chairman of the County of Dublin Com- 
mittee, reported their with to the Houſe, that Stephen Stretch, 
committed to Newgate, for prevarication, at the inſtance of the 
Committee, might be diſcharged, as the poor man was in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs, having a wife aud five children to ſuſtain by his 


own induſtry. 


The ArTORNEY GENERAL thought his committal would 
be merely nugatory if he were diſcharged now while ſo many 
Committees were fitting ; it would be a kind of encouragement 
to the other delinquents. 


Mr. Pe Rx ſaid, he had been one of the Committee who had 
complained of him, and who now withed to have him diſcharged 
in his petition, which he had ignorantly preſented to the Com- 
mittee inſtead of the Houſe, he had pleaded his being unac- 
cuſtomed to examinations of that kind—his confuſion and agi- 
tation, which hurried him from one error to another ; it might 
have been the caſe with him, and Mr. Pery hoped the Houſe 
would have compaſſion on the unhappy man and his five chil- 


- dren. 


Six Joux Braig thought it would be in vain to take 
notice of offenders, 1f the Houſe diſcharged this man, who had 
committed ſuch flagrant perjury. | 


Mr. Moore was obliged to withdraw his motion. 


Mr. Mason reported the Stamp and Poſt-office Bills, which 
were ordered to be engroſſed. 


Mr. STewarT (Killymoon) preſented a petition from Lord 
Mountjoy and John Bowes Benfon :—It was read; ſetting forth, 
that the petitioners are jointly ſeized and poſſeſſed of an eſtate in 
the South Lots in the County of the City of Dublin, derived 
under a fee-farm leaſe from the Corporation of the ſaid city; that 
by ſeveral acts paſſed in this kingdom, certain powers were veſt- 


ed in truſtees for the purpoſe of carrying on inland navigations, 


at the public expence ; that by an act of the feventeenth and 
eighteenth years of his preſent Majeſty, a private company was 
inſl ituted by the name of the Company of Undertakers of the 
Grand Canal, who engaged to carry on a Navigation from the 
City of Dublin to the River Shannon, at their own. expence, 
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and, by the ſaid act, the powers originally veſted in the Truſ- 
tees for the public monies were, by reference, granted to the 
faid private company of Undertakers ; that by an act of the 
twenty-ninth and thirtieth years of the preſent reign, the ſame 
powers which were allowed to be exerciſed for the purpoſe of 
carrying on a Canal from the City of Dublin to the Shannon, are 
all to be veſted in the ſaid Company, for the poets of 
completing a line from the Baſon to the river Liffey ; that the 
powers granted under the ſaid original acts are conſtrued to be ſo 
extenſive, and as the petitioners humbly apprehend, ſo arbitrary, 
that they humbly conceive it could never have been in the con- 
templation of the Legiſlature to have endued any individuals with 
fuch unlimited authority; that the petitioners humbly beg leave 
to ſubmit to the Houſe, the nature of thoſe rights, powers and 
authorities, which are claimed to be legally exerciſed by the 
- faid private Company; that they may carry the line of their 
navigation through any grouuds, ſtreets, or intended ſtreets, in 
what direQion they think proper, without any limitation or 
reſtriction whatſoever, and without any appeal; that they may 
take any quantity of ground in what place or places they may 
judge moſt beneficial to themſelves, without any reſtriction or 
any appeal ; that they may ſubmit to the Houſe a plan or plans 
for their approbation, occupying a reaſonable quantity of ground 
for the breadth of their Canal, and carried in a direction not de- 
ftrucQtive of the contiguous eſtates, and that after thoſe plans 
ſhall have been lodged in the records of the Houſe, and a ſum 
of 10,000]. granted by Parliament to be expended accordingly, 
they may depart entirely from that deſign, and carry their Fac 
in a direction entirely different from any that they had propoſed 
to the Houſe, running obliquely through ſtreets laid out and 
rtly let for building, and comprehending a quantity of valuable 
building ground, equal to three times the quantity which was 
ſtated in their firſt propoſal ; that they may value different parts 
of the eſtates of individuals by juries, and that when a price 1s 
eſtabliſhed by their verdict, which is pleaſing to the ſaid com- 
pany, by being infinitely below the intrinſic value of the ground, 
that they may take not only the ground ſo valued that is nece{- 
fary for the line of their canal, but alſo any other quantity of 
ground that they may judge beneficial, at the ſame valuation, 
without reſtriction or appeal; that the petitioners, in ſtating to 
the Houſe that there hes no appeal, mean only to aſſert that 
there is none that they are adviſed can be reſorted to, ſave only 
to tbe Company itſelf; that when this juriſdiction was originall 
granted by the Legiſlature, the Board of Navigation were truſ- 
tees for the public, and entirely uninterefted in the event, but 
in the preſent caſe the appeal lies to thoſe only who are deeply 
intereſted, and the petitioners humbly — bo that it could 
never have been the intention of the Legiſlature to make any in- 
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dividuals the ſole judges in their own cauſe ; that the petitioners , 
humbly beg leave to itate to the Houſe, that they have received 
authentic information from the ſaid company, that they intend 
forthwith to put all the ſaid powers, ſo claimed, in execution, 
to the great injury of the petitioners property, to the 1 
their building ground, and to the ſlubverting of every plan whic 
had been projected and approved of by the conuniſſioners of 
widening ſtreets, for the ornauent and convenience of that part of 
the city; for firſt, they intend ro depart entirely from the plans 
ſubmitted ro the Houie, and now in the records, by carrying a 
new line, of which the petitioners could have ro notice, conceiv- 
ing that they muſt adhere to one of thoſe which had been ay 
* 


proved of by Parliament, which new line inrerſects oblique 

- the whole lines of building ground laid out by the petitioners, and 
defaces one of the fineſt intended ftreets that perhaps may be in 
any city of Europe, as it is laid down in the map which was ap- 

proved of by the commiſſioners for making wide ſtreets, and is 
ſubmitted to the Houſe ; ſecondly, they mean not only to en- 
creaſe the breadrh of their intended canal trom one hundred and 
ſixty- eight feet, which was the nieaſurement laid down in their 
maps ſubmitted to the Houſe, to three hundred feet in width, 
bur they alſo mean to take a great extent of ground, for the al- 
ledged purpoſe of making docks or vaſonz, but for the real pur- 
poſe of building _—_— ſtores, &c. which can only ſerve for 
the purpoſe of enriching the company at petitioner's expenſe, ſo 
that inſtead of five acres ard a hait of ground, the quantity con- 
tained in their original plans, they now determine to occupy fif- 
teen acres and a half of {aid eſtate of «he petitioners in the South 
Lots; thirdly, that the ſaid company ſummoned ſeveral juries to 
value ſaid grounds in the South Lots; and after ſeveral ver- 
dicts they confirmed one, which valuation was at the rate of gl. 
per acre ; that the petitioners had credible undeniable wit- 
neſſes ready to give evidence that they had offered the pe- 
titioners zol. per acre for the ſame ground, long antecedent 
to the impannelling of ſaid juries, and that the petitioners 
had offers for part of the ſame ground of five and fix ſhil- 
lings per foot, which with the depths of two hundied and fift 
feet, would produce 140l. per acre, before rhe new plans of the 
laid company were promulgated, the firſt norif cation of which 
was received by the petitioner, Lord Mount;oy, by a letter from 
the Secretary to. the Grand Canal Company, dated the 28th De- 
cember 1790; that the petitioners beg leave to ſubmit two con- 
ſiderations, particularly appertaining to the grant of the Houſe of 
10,000]. firſt, that the ſaid grant having been made expreſsly on 
the condition of its being expended purſuant to the petition of 
ſaid company in that ſeſſion of Parliament, which petition was 
founded on plans and eſtimates delivered to the Houſe, annexed 


13 ͤ ˙ 


. 
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to ſaid petition, and referred to ſ pecially therein, the petitioners 
humbly ſuggeſt, that the ſaid company cannot account before the 
Houſe for any part of the ſaid 10,000]. which has been expended 
on a plan entirely diſſimilar from thoſe ſubmitted to the Houſe, 
and depoſited in their records; and fecondly, that as the {aid 
10,000]. was granted as one-third part of 30,0001. which was 
the amount ot the eſtimate ſubmitted to Parliament, which eſti- 
mate was founded on plans much more to the weſtward of their 
new intended line, and where the ground muſt be dearer in con- 
ſequence of the coutiguity to the city; by purchaſing ground at a 
much inferior value they do not pay their quota of two-thirds to 
the ſum granted by Parliament, and by this deception become 
conſiderable gainers, as well as by the expected profit of the 
docks and buildings propoſed to be erected on the petitioner's 
ground, taken from the peritioners for no other purpoſe bur for 
the encreaſe of their own, by the diminution of the petitioners 
roperty ; that the petitioners would by no means deſire to em- 
rraſs any project that might tend towards the improvement of 
this city or the kingdom at large, and though they are apprehen- 
five that their eſtate will be much injured by the interſection of 
the ſaid canal in any direction, yet they would ſubmit, without 
Tepining, to an unavoidable inconvenience for the public good, 
but they think that they are in duty bound to theniſelves and 
their families to reſort to the Houſe for redreſs, from whom alone, 
as they are advited, it can be obtained, is a grievance that not 
only will affect the transfer of a great portion of their property 
to the Grand Canal Company, 2 little or no conſideration, 
but will, by its operation, render of little or no value the reſi- 
due of the mutilated eſtate of which the ſaid company has been 
pleaſed to leave them the poſſeſſion ; that the petitioners havin 
relied on the juſtice and wiſdom of the reſolutions of ha blond: 
of the '25th of March 1788, which they conceived to be evi- 
dently intended for the purpoſe of giving due notice to the par- 
ties concerned in all lands through which any canal was to paſs, 
did not at the time that the plans were laid before the Houle give 
any oppoſition to the meaſure propol-d by the ſaid company, as 
they did not perceive that any material injury would accrue to 
their property from the line being carried preciſely according to 
the ſaid plans; but had they conceived that it could have been 
allowed to the ſaid company as therefrom without the 
ſame formal and ſpecific notice e intended alteration, they 
would have in the firſt inſtance ſtated their apprehenſions, not 
doubting but that they ſhould have obtained redreſs from the 
Houſe; that the petitioners were more affuredly relieved from 
any ſuch apprehenſions that ſo improbable a meaſure as the total 
dereliction of the plan ſubmitted to Parliament could have been 
purſued by the ſaid company, by obſerving that all bills ſince paſ- 
Ted for grants of inoney in like circumſtances have been made con- 
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formable to the letter of ſaid reſolutions, ard they humbly ſug- 
geſt that if a preciſe adhcrence to the plans laid before the Houle 
were deemed neceſſary for the ſafety of the tubjeQ in caſe where 
the lines of canals were to be carried through champa'n countries, 
in the preſent inſtarice where the ground ſo contiguous to che 
city is now laid out in ſtreets, and letting by the foot for building, 
a more particular obſervance of the plans > ſubinit:ed and noti- 
fied to the parties was ſtill more 290 that the petitioners 
beg leave to call to the re-olleQion of the Houſe, that when the 
Royal Canal Company applied in the lait ſeſſion of Parliament 
for powers to carry on their works on the north ſide of this city, 
they, in purſuance of the ſaid reſolutions, annexed a map to 
their propoſal, and the act which granted the powers they re- 
22 was obligatory on the ſaid company to adhere to the map 
o approved of; in conſequence oi whi.h juit, candid, and un- 
eq meaſure, no injury has en ſued to the individuals through 
whoſe. eftates the Royal Canal is to paſs; and thereiore praying 
the Houſe will, if they ſhall deem it neceſſary, amend the ſaid 
acts in ſuch a manner as to oblige ſaid company to ſubmit to Par- 
liament ſuch plan as they propoſe to adopt, and that it ſhall be 
obligatory on them to purſue the plan to approved of and no 
other, and to be confined to the quantity of ground ſpecified in 
faid plan; and alſo that the ſaid company ſhould not be allowed 
any powers to build fences or encloſures on the track-way of {aid 
canal, or at the boundary thereof, ſo as to preclude the tition- 
ers or any other proprietor of ground through whole eſtates the 
intended line of canal is to paſs, from erecting any buildings on 
their reſpective grounds at the boundaries of the ſaid track- 
ways, and that the Houſe will allo be pleaſed to eſtabliſh by 
law ſome juriſdiction, to whom parties * think theniſelves ag- 
grieved by tke unreſtrained authority now claimed to be propoſed 
by the ſaid company may appeal, and that they may be permit- 
ted to produce evidence at the bar of the Houſe tothe [acts ſtated 
in the petition, or, if neceſſary, to be heard by their counſel 
on the ſubject of the ſeveral allegations which they have hum- 
bly ſubmitted. . 


Sir Joun BLaquitxe ſupported the petition.— He was of 
opinion, that the company ſhould not be permitted to deviate 
trom the line, on condition of purſuing which, they had received 
parliamentary aid. He did not much rely upon the circumſtance 
of the ground being under-rated ; but he inſiſted, that by carry- 
ing it obliquely acroſs the intended new ſireets, infinite nuſ- 
chief would 2 to the petitionets; and preſſed the Houie to 
affoxd him protection. | 


lr. AnxzsLey did not think the Houſe ought to interfere N 
| 2 


* 
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It was a very indelicate matter to caſt any ſlur upon a Jury: ju- 
Ties were the conſtitutional guardians of our lives and properties, 
and their deciſions ought at all times to be received with reſpect, 
but moſt particularly when they were known to be compoſed of 

inteligent, honeft men—ſuch as had been on the valuation in 
queſt ion. | | | 


Mr. CnanLes ON 1 could not perceive the propriety of 
bringing before the Houſe of Commons, a queſtion cognizable ar 
common law. If the Canal Company had gone in upon any man's 
land, and committed a waſte in which they were not warranted 
by law, they were treſpaſſers, and a court of law would relieve 
at man; but certainly the Houſe of Commons was not a court 
of * nor a court in which ſuch a queſtion ought to be enter- 


Mr. Bux To ConynGHAM replied, that what the learned 
Gentleman had advanced, would not be an{werable if it were 
but the queſtion of treſpaſs that was under conſideration 
but there was ſomething wore: Parliament had voted the com- 
pany a certain ſum of money upon certain conditions ; and it was 
the duty of Parliament to ſee that theſe conditions were truly 
4 pony, and that on pretence of carrying them into effect, a 

utiful plan for improving the city ſhould not be unneceſſarily 
deformed. | — 

_ The petition was referred to a committe. 

Mr. HoL.mes preſented, purſuant to order, an account of the 
money received for ſtamps on inſurance of lottery tickets in the 
year ending 25th March, 1790, and by whom paid. 

The CManCELLORX or THE ExXcHEQUER preſented the car- 
Tiage duty and pedlars bill.—It was read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 

The Solicirox GEenezRAL preſented a bill to empower the 
ſeveral Grand Juries to preſent money for the repair of track- 
ways along navigable rivers in their reſpective counties. 

Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 
morrow. ” 


Mr. Snzx1Dan moved, that a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, 
requeſting that leave may be given to the Right Hon. the Ear] of 
Drogheda, to give teſtimony before the committee for trying the 

een's county election. 5 

Alſo, that Sir Chicheſter Forteſcue have leave to give teſti- 
mony before the ſame committee. —Ordered accordingly. 

The meſſage was ſent by Mr. Su RAIDAN. 
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FRI DAY, FeBrRUARY 18, 


The Houſe proceeded to ſelect a committee to try the merits 
of the Cork county election: when after drawing the names 
of all the members, there were found only thirty-ſix eligible 
members in the Houſe, and the law having decided, that 
thirty-ſeven ſhould be preſent, the order for the committee was 
adjourned, | 


Dr. Browne reported from the committee on the Dungarvon 
election, that Marcus Beresford, and Chambre Brabazon Ponſonby, 
the ſitting members were duly elected and returned. 

Read a third time and paſled, the Poſt-office bill, the Stamp 
duty bill, and Kinnegad-road bill. 

The Solicitor General preſented a bill for repairing the road 
from Kilkenny to Clonmel :—It was read a firſt time. 

The Hawkers and Pedlars, &c. bill was read a ſecond time and 
committed. | : „„ 

The Track-way bill was alſo read a ſecond time and com- 
mitted. | 


— —  — 
— 


SATURDAY, FEPRUAKY, 19. 


The order of the day for taking into conſideration the matter 
of the petition of Abraham Morris, Eſq; alſo the petition of 
ſeveral of the freeholders, complaining of an undue election and 
return for the county of Cork, being read, the committee for 
trying the merits was appointed, viz. 


W, Blakeney, Francis Saunderſon, 

Sir E. Croſton, Capt. M. Beresford, 

C. M. Ormſby, Richard Archdall, 

Ponſ. Tottenham, Sir J. S. Hamilton, 

C. 8. Monck, Sir R. Johnſon, 8 

C. Fitzgerald, Hon. J. H. Hutchinſon, jun, 
C. Beresford, E. Davys Wilſon, 
an. Toler. 


The Kilkenny road bill was read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Cooke preſented the mutiny bill, which was read a firſt 

time. | 
Mr. Anneſley preſented the Malahide road bill, which was 

read a firſt time. | 


Mr. GzaTTan moved, © that a committee be appointed to 
enquire into the Coal Trade of this City; a Committee was ac- 
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e eee and ordered to ſit on Monday. 
An Officer at the bar preſented an account of the ſums received 
as ſtamp duty on inſurance of Lottery Tickets. 

A motion was made * that it be an inſtruction to the Com- 
mittee appointed to prepare the money bills, to inſert a clauſe, 
ex luding from drawback foreign herrings exported - from 
this kingdom. ED | | | 


Col. HuTcninson roſe to oppoſe a motion ſo injurious to the 
great commercial city he had the honour to repreſent : he ſtated 
that ſhips from other countries generally made up their cargoes 
at Cork: — one principal and neceſſary article was herrings ; and 
as it had been Bound that our own fiſheries were not adequate to 
the demand, the excluſion of forcign herrings would prevent that 
very lucrative trade from being carried on in that city. 


Mr. Loxcr1tLnD ſaid, that the tax on foreign herrings had been 
impoſed only as a temporary expedient to encourage the Iriſh 
fithery ; yet the ſupply from our own coaſts had not been ſufficient 
to anſwer the demand for the Weil India market—it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary in the victualling trade, ſo extenſively carried on 
at Cork, to hee every cargo with a quantity of herrings ; if the 
herrings were not to be has there, it would be a loſs of above 
. 6,000]. per annum to that city. Beſides the commercial advan- 
tages derived om herrings, they were almoſt a luxury of life to 
the poor inhabitants of the ſouth of Ireland; and the prohibitory 
duty, tended to deprive them of a neceſlary of life, which their 
own country could not ſufficiently ſupply. - OO © 

Mr. Conyngham, and Mr. Denis Browne, contended, that in 
the infancy of our fiſheries, ſuch a duty was neceſſary to protect 
them ; and that ſuch a nurſery for ſeamen as the fiſheries of Ire- 
land were, ſhould be encouraged, was plain and evident: On the 
North Weſt coaſt, during the winter, no leſs than 6000 men 
were every day employed, and they were an object of greater im- 
portance to the country than the temporary inconvenience of the 
merchants of Cork. © | 


| The Houſe divided, 
| Ayes os 25 
Noes — 


& 
Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. O'Para and Mr. B. Conyngham. 
For the Nocs, Mr. Longfield and Mr. Hutchinſon, 


Mr. J. WorLexe, Chairman of the Tallagh Committee, com- 
- plained to the Houſe of the non-attendance of Captain Towel, 

and John Courtney, Eſq; who had been ſummoned before the 
Committee. : 7 os 
Mr. Courtney, and Capt. Towel, were ordered into cuſtody. 
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The Houfe wen into a Committee on the carriage duty bill, 
Mr. Maſon in the Chair. 

Went through the bill, and ordered to report on Monday. 

The oider tor the Committee on the track-way bill was ade 
jou ned to Monday. | | 


EE — . 
Monpay, FeBrvary 21. 


The order of the day for taking into conſideration the matter 
of the petition of Skeffington J hompſon, Eſq; alſo the petition 
of ſeveral of the electors, complaining of an undue election and 
return for the borough of Antrim, in the county of Antrim, be- 
ing read. . 

Che following committee was {elected to try it. 

N. Loftus "Tottenham, ord Henry Fitzgerald, 
C. Brabazon Ponſonby, Francis Hardy, | 


John Taylor, James Uniacke, 

ln Staples, Ephraim Carrol, 
James Stuart, Lodge Morres, 

Rt. Hon. Henry King, Arthur Dawſon, _. 
John Merge, Hon. William Moore. 


Col. Eyre Coote, | | 
The mutiny bill was read a ſecond time, and committed for 
to-morrow. | 


The ſtamp duty bill was read a third time and paſſed. 


Mr. GraTTAN preſented a petition of the ſhoemakers of the 
city of Dublin, on behalf of theinſelves and their brethren 
throughout the kingdom, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed: 
it was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners humbly beg leave 
to repreſent to the Houſe, that notwithſtanding an act of Parlia- 
ment which paſſed in this kingdom, in the third year of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, for correcting certain frauds and abuſes then pre- 
valent in the leather trade, the petitioners have continued to la- 
bour under various fraud s and impoſitions of the moſt oppreſſive 
kind from the tanners and other perſons, concerned in the ſale 
of unwrought leather in this city and kingdom, who in. defiance 
of the ſaid act of Parliament, and contempt of the penalties and 
other reſtrictions therein ſpecified, have continued to bring their 
leather to market in a wet, untanned and otherways unmerchant- 
able ſtate, loaded with the lips, ears, dew-claws, breech-pieces, 
and other ſuch uſeleſs parts, ſtrictly forbidden by the jaid act; 
and as the ſaid leather is ſold by weight to the petitioners, de- 
frauds them conſtantly and often, to the amount oi eight ſhillings. 
and upwards in a ſingle hide, and in 18 on all hides in 
general, to the great Joſs and injury of the petitioners; that the 


— 
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erf from the bad tannage of the hides thus expoſed to 
ale, and the very fraudulent ſtate in which they are obliged to 
purchaſe, are not only rendered unable to furniſh the public 
with goods of proper quality, but they have been reduced alſo 
to the neceſſity of advancing the prices on each article in their 
trade, ſo far as to baniſh from this country all the advantages of 
the export trade of ſhaes to Great Britain, more fortunate in her 
legiſlative regulations of the tanning buſineſs, the quality and 
price of leather having there conſtituted a much more favourable 
market for the manufacturer, the merchant and the exporter, and 
that the exportation of tanned hides from this country has been 
nearly deſtroyed by the ſame cauſes; that the petitioners re- 
tedly and conſtantly remonſtrated in vain againſt thoſe frau- 
ulent practices of the ſaid tanners and leather-fellers, who not 
only can derive a ow from their tranſgreſſions confiderably ſu- 
perior to the ſmall penalties impoſed by the ſaid act, but have 
even in a recent inſtance refuſed to pay the penalties awarded b 
the Lord Mayor of Dublin under the authority of the ſaid act of 
Parliament, and ſtill threaten to appeal from his juriſdiction to 
the authority of an higher court, in order to deter, by the appre- 
henſion of an expenſive law ſuit, the claimants thus injured from 
ſeeking equirable redreſs ; that the 2 notwithſtanding 
the ready demand and conſumption for all the goods they can at 
preſent manufacture, and rhe moſt indefatigable induſtry they 
could practiſe, for a ſeries of years paſt, find their beſt endea- 
vours ſo effectually counteratted by thoſe frauds of which they 
complain, as to find their circumſtances rather injured than im- 
proved, inſtead .of being able to acquire that decent competence 
and proviſion for their families which the like induſtry _ credit 
in any other trade would have obtained for them; that the peti- 
tianers, in order to ſeek ſome alternative from ſuch frauds, have 
of late been obliged to import tanned leather from London and 
other parts of — Britain, which they have found not only 
in a well-finithed, dry and merchantable ſtate, but at leaſt eight 
per cent. more advantageous in quality and price than the leather 
they can purchaſe in this kingdom, even including all the expen- 
ſes of importation, and they very ſeriouſly apprehend, if ſome 
competent regulations are not ſpeedily adopted to guard the lea- 
ther manufactures of this country againſt the frauds of the tanners 
and leather-ſellers, they will be reduced to the neceſſity of im- 
porting their leather entirely from England or elſewhere, and 
that the manufacture of leather will of courſe be chiefly, if not 
entirely loft to this kingdom, and therefore praying relief. 

The petition was referred to a committee. Soft. 

Francis Pierpoint Hewit, tipſtaff of the court of Common 
pleas, was, in conſequence of his petition, diſcharged from his 
confinement in the new priſon. | 

A petition of the principal farmers, landholders and tillers of 
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the county of Clare, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſeribed, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitio- 
ners entertain the moſt ſerious and alarining apprehenſions for 
the proſperity and welfare of the kingdom in general, and of the 
county in particular, ſhould the reſolutions of a committee of that 
Houle for impoſing ſeveral reſtrictions on the diſtilleries of the 
kingdom be 7 into a law; that the diſtilleries of the ſaid 
county furnith the principal trade thereof, and to that alone they 
are indebted for a participation of the circulating caſh of the 
neighbouring counties; that the {aid diſtilleries have encreaſed 
in number and reſpectability within theſe few years paſt, and 
with their enereaſe the proſperity and the riſing opulence of the 
country have made equal advances; that in conſequence of the 
encouragement which the diſtillerics held our to agriculture by 
the conſumption of grain, the petitioners have ſeen large tracts 
of uncultivated ground reclaimed, improved, and become. not 
only the ſource of employment but emalument to the peaſantry 
of this country, and are fully convinced that ihould the diſtille- 
ries be reſtricted the peaſantry muſt want employment, the grounds 
fall in value, the trade become annthilated, and the general bank- 
ruptcy of the county be the inevitable conſequence; that under 
theſe ideas they beg leave to approach the Houſe, and moſt hum- 
bly entreat for themielves and poſterity that the Houſe in their 
wiſdom will be pleaſed to avert thoſe evils which they have juſt 
cauſe to dread ; that they preſume not to diftate to the Hauſe, 
but are inclined to think that the good conſequences which the 
Houſe wiſh to accompliſh would be better effected by a x ng 
regulation of licenſes, and the preventing of private diſtilleries, 
than by any additional reſtrictions on the fair trader; that they 
well know the cauſe of inebriety in the peaſantry and working 
people, to proceed from the great nuuber of whiſkey-houſes 
_ which overſpread the face of the country, and which are ſupplied 

with a deleterious ſtuff from the private ſtills which are equally 
numerous; and therefore praying relief. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. LaToucnt ſaid, he roſe to expreſs his ſurpriſe at the 
conduct of adminiſtration upon a meaſure which he had broughr 
forward - that for repreſſing the uſe of ſpirituous liquors. When 
he originally moved in the buſineſs he expected their concurrence 
and co-operation, notwithitanding which, nothing had been done 
but what might be conſidered as a ground for taxation, without 
holding out any decided advantage to the brewery of Ireland... 
Some efficient regulation was expected, and no more than 3dh. per 
barrel was given upon malt liquors; this could have no effec; if 
even 6d. per barrel had been given it could have anſwered noend. 
Though a duty additional had been laid on whiſkey, yet he ſaid 
plenty of it could be obtained by the common people, if not ſo 
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much as would procure intoxication. He therefore gave notice 
that he would, next ſeilion, bring in a bill to ettect his purpoſe, 


and chat he ſhould per ſevere from ſeſſion to feilion till it thould 


be accompliſhed. 


The CuanczLTOR or THe ExcneQUEr reſented the idea of 


adminiſtration raiſing a revenue without reprefling the uſe of ſpi- 


ritous liquors. There was no way to leflen the con ſumption but 
by encreaſing the price; that had been provided for by an ei- 
creaſe of duty. K the encreaſe was too low, gentlemen might 
have propoſed an higher, and have brought it bctore the conſide- 
ration of the Houſe. He contended, however, that by the late 
regulations a preference of 35. 6d. per barrel had been given to 
the brewer over the diſtiller on each barrel of malt which ſhould 
be uſed by either. Notwithſtanding this decided preference, it 
was contended that adminiftration had done wrong, and yet 
thoſe who ſaid ſo would not point out in what manner they could 
do better. He ſhould be happy for every aſſiſtance, and if next 
ſeſſion the duty ſhould not be found to anſwer the purpoſe, he 
would be ready to comply with any practicable plan that might be 
Tuggeſted. They were all agreed as to principle on the occaſion, 
and they only differed as to the manner of carrying it into effect. 
He was againſt raſh meaſures, which would only have the effect 
of encouraging ſmuggling without diminiſhing the conſumption 
of ſpirits, Government was willing to ſacrifice the Whole duty on 
licenſes, which amounted to 82,000]. per annum, if any regula- 


tion could be deviſed to limit the number of houſes vending ſpi- 


* 


ritous liquors, 


Mr. Sr CRE TARY HO RAR T ſaid, he only roſe to expreſs his 
apprehenſions on doubts being entertained as to the intentions of 
adminiſtration, when a diſcourageinent of the uſe of ſpiritous li- 
quors was the queſtion. He thought that gentlemen ſhould do ad- 
miniſtration the juſtice ro acknowledge, 8 they had accorded to 
their wiſhes as 2 as they could with any proſpect or ſafety or 
ſucceſs.— However, as the Right Hon. 1 had mentioned 
his intention of perſevering in his object next ſeſſion, he would 
aſſure him that he ſhould then meet with that reſpeRt and aſſiſtance 
to which he was, by his rank and ſituation, at all times entitled. 


Mr. GzaTTan denied that the brewery had received a decl- | 


_ ded advantage. He was ſurpriſed that his ſide of the Houſe 


ſhould have been blamed for not having ſuggeſted effectual plans, 
When they had propoſed an addition to the malt tax, and an ex- 
emption of beer and ale from all exciſewhatſoever. He alledged 
that government had ſaved, by withholding the drawback from 


the diſtiller, 72,000]. and had given nothing as an equivalent; 


they had, of courſe, laid the foundation of a revenue, but they 
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had not provided for the ſobriety of the people. — He called it 
a half meaſure.—As to the brewer, little had been done, though 
the diſtiller had been put under an additional tax; —ſo far, he 
thought, they had departed from the reſolutions of their com- 
mittee. He propoſed a reſolution, . That the Houſe do reſolve 
itſelf into a committee next ſeſſion, to conſider what effects may 
have been produced as to the ſuppreſſion of ſpirits, by the late 
reſolution.” t | 


Mr. Corky diſagreed totally as to the encouragement given 
to the breweries; he thought it a deciſive advantage; and he had 
the authority of ſeveral perſons in the trade for ſaying, that it 
anſwered their fondeſt expectations. He contended that a Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grattan) had ſet out upon a falſe principle, 
in ſuppoſiag that an encreaſe of duty would diminiſh the con- 
ſumption. In the political arithmetic, it oſten appeared that 2 
and 2 did not ina ke 4 - but that they made one, which he menti- 
oned as a proof that the probable effect of the duty could not yet 
be determined on, and that it would baffle the cloſeſt enquiry. 
Regulations he thought admitted of more effectual proviſions for 
reform, and this much ought, and he was certain would be done. 
He reinarked that a gentleman of great experience in the revenue 
line (Mr. Ponſonby) had emphatically ſaid, that they would be 
able to judge of the effects of the new ſyſtem, in one, two, three, 
or four years—therefore he would infer that they would not even 
next ſeſſion be competent to judge of the arrangements. He was 
clearly of opinion, that if the duty on ſpirits had been raiſed 
higher, it muſt have defeated its purpoſ. SS al 


Mr. GraTTan replied, that the brewers had informed him 

that nothing had been done—and that they had complained of the 

34 He went into a calculation ſaying - that 

The brewer paid on 12 ſtones of malt, ſuppoſing themY s. d. 
to produce 2 barrels of ale, at the rate of 28. Gd. per 


buthel. 5 © 
Malt duty. ; — — 2 þ& 
Total : _ _ 7 6 
The diftiller paid on a barrel of malt from which he) s, d. 
extracted five gallons of ſpirits, at 1s. 2d. per gallon, 5 5 10 
| Malt duty, — — 8 
Total, — — 8 4 


So that there was an advantage of juſt 10d. to the brewer, to 
counterbalance which, he was ſubject to a certain charge for hops. 
If this calculation was founded, he ſaid, it was evident that no- 
thing had been done—and if it was not, it proved that the brew- 
ers were diſcontented. He then moved the following reſoluti- 


% 
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ons. © Reſolved, That this Houſe will from time to time appoint 
a committee in order to enquire into the evil of the exceſſive uſe 
of ſpirituous liquors, in the end to prevent the ſame,” which 
after a ſhort abſervation from Sir Hercules Langriſhe, was agreed 
to by the Houſe. 


Mr. Gaar rau then riſing, ſaid, Sir, Iam to repent ſome of 
the arguments, and to introduce a motion ſomewhat ſimilar to 
that which o-oupied the attention of gentlemen on a former night. 
I do not ſay that it is the ſame queſtion with that which in the 
year 1779 rouſed the ſpirit of the land. But I do fay it is as 
near the great queſtion of that period, as the exerciſe of a free 
trade can be a reſemblance to its principle, and right, whereon 
that free trade was eſtabliſhed. In 1779 you contended, that 
this country ſhauld enjoy a free trade, on this nighty ou are to con- 
tend that this country ſhall enjoy the excrciſe of that free trade; 
you contend to night that you may not be deprived by your own 
Parliament under colour of regulation of the actual exerciſe and 
benefit of that free trade, of which you were deprived by the 
Britiſh Parliament, and which now you can only loſe by the 
treachery of the Iriſh ſenate. I conceive that there are ſome 
things which Parlianient cannot do; Parliament cannot give away 
the 1 rights of the land, and therefore if this Parlia- 
ment ſhould reſolve, that the people of Ireland ſhould not carry 
on any trade whatſoever with America, or any trade whatſoever 
with Aſia, Parliament in either caſe, would aſſume an authority 
deſtructive, beyond the limits of its truſt, and the reach of its 
power. I am not unaware that Parliament has in England granted 
excluſive charters to trade, and prohibited the nation in general 
in fayour of particular companies. But he is a puzzled man, in- 
deed, that can't diftinguith between an act of the legiſlature con- 

fining trade to a certain company, and an act which does not con- 
fine but totally and entirely deſtroys a trade; when England 
granted a charter to the Eaft India Company, it was not to deprive 
the Engliſh of the benefit of a trade to the Eaſt, but to enable 
the Engliſb to carry on that trade in that chaane] which ſeemed 
the moſt certain and abundant ; her excluſive charter was a regu- 
lation of Engliſh trade to the Eaſt Indies for the benefit of the En- 
gliſh in general, through the medium of an excluſive company, 
whereas your act which prohibits the import of tea, has been a 
regulation to prohibit the Iriſh from a trade to the Eaſt, for the 
benefit of the company of another country, and for the total and 
entire excluſion of your own country from any trade in thoſe coun- 
tries. The difference between your conduct and that of the En- 
gliſh Parliament, in relation to the Eaſtern commerce, is this. 
She has regulated to enrich her country, and you to exclude yours, 
and enrich another. Hers has been a regulation of trade, yours 
a deflrutfion of trade, under the name of regulation, She has 
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acted on the principle of a nation — herſelf; vou on 
the principle of an agent on the part of the Eaſt India Company, 
taking precautions againſt the trade of the people of Ireland, and 
legiſlating not for, but againſt them. Your tea clauſe in the re- 
venue bill, I do not contend, does in any degree, whatſoever, 
ſurrender the free trade of Ireland; it only furrenders the ex- 
erciſe of it. It ſurrenders the exerciſe of it on a principle of ali- 
enation to your own country, and of agency to a trading company 
belonging to another. It is now no longer a queſtion—your right 
to a free trade; but, be aſſured, it is a very anxious queſtion, 
and a matter of much ſpeculation, whether, conſidering how the 
miniſtry oſ your country depends on a miniſter of England? And 
how, that your Parliament is filled by the placemen of that mi- 
niſter, I ſay, it is a matter of anxious doubt, whether, in the 
exerciſe of your undoubted right, you may not one the intereſt 
of Ireland? Whether you may not make ſuch ſacrifice of the 
commerce of your country, in the artifice of regulation, as todo 
nearly the ſame thing which Great Britain accompliſhed by the 
power of her Parliament over you, and nearly undo what you 
thought you accomplithed by the late effort of your Parliament, 
and the late ſpirit of your people? If ever your Parliament 
ſhould be dilaffected to the trade of your country, it will never 
ſhew that diſaffection, by propoſing to ſurrender the ſame; it 
will proceed by colour of regulation, and profeſſing a ſacred re- 
gard for the commercial rig/ts of Ireland, it will ſelect ſome one 
article. Tea, for inſtance, on which the exerciſe of that right 
may depend, and prohibiting that article, it will 1 to ſatisfy 
the people, by proclaiming the right, and to ſatisfy the ininiſter, 
by preventing the exerciſe of it. 1 | 
In the laſt debate on this queſtion, we made ſome way; that 
the charter of the company—that the laws under which that 
charter obtains, do not affect Ireland in any degree whatſoever, 
was on all ſides admitted;—that the bill of adoption, known more 
particularly by the name of Mr. Yelverton's Act, does not ex- 
tend to the caſe of the charter, was likewiſe on all ſides aumitted. 
Suffer me to relate a private tranſaction relative to that act 
Iwas one of the committee appointed to frame it. The com- 
mittee was in the Speaker's chamber. A queſtion aroſe in a cer- 
tain ſtage of the bill, whether the proviſions of it could, by an 
Interpretation, extend ſo as to ſubject us to the Engliſh act rela- 
tive to the charter of the company. A converſation aroſe and 
we agreed, that it would be highly criminal in us to ſurrender 
the chance and hopes of this country, to an afiatic trade, to any 
body whatſoever. And we further agreed, that it was incumbent 
upon us fo to frame the proviſion ot the bill, as to keep Ireland 
beyond danger of miſconſtruQion, perfectly free from the reſtraint 
of the charter. The words of the bills were cautiouſly 
framed, purſuant to that idea of freedom, and the committee 
preſent at this tranſaction were Lord Chief Baron Yelverton, the 
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late Mr. Burgh, and myſelf. —However, any precautions taken at 
that time will become of little uſe, if the ks of tea in the re- 
venue bill are renewed. I muſt obſerve that it is now particu- 
larly neceſſary to diſcuſs this point, becauſe now the charter of 
the company becomes expirable ; and though it might have been 
excuſeable to ſuffer the queſtion hitherto to ſleep, in contempla- 
tion of that event. yet how is it poſſible for this country to re- 
main filent, unleſs the means to ſutter the Miniſter to ſell the 
exerciſe of her Eaftern trade to the Britiſh Company, in his pre- 
Tent negotiations; and without dwelling on the peculiar propriety 
of endeavouring to avail ourſelves of a trade to the Eaft, after 
having paid, by a vote of credit, for the ſecuring another 
trade, which connects itſelf with China, and being alſo on the 
point of loading our Weſt India trade with new duties, in conſe- 
quence of a late exertion. Without dwelling, I ſay, on the pe- 
culiar propriety of bringing on this queſtion now, for theſe two 
reaſons ; | ſhall trouble you with a motion that the Committee of 
trade do fit, and in that Committee I will produce merchants to 
prove that your regulation of tea prevents your Eaſtern trade; 
and then I will produce offers of conſiderable capital, provided 
the Iri/h Parliament will leave the exerciſe of a trade to the Eaſt 
tree to the people of this realm. I accordingly move you,“ That 
the Committee of Trade do fit on Wedneſday, to enquire whether 
any legiflative proviſions are now exiſting, whoſe continuance 
may prevent this country from receiving the full benefit of her free 
_ beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the Straights of Ma- 
ge On „ 


Mr. WiILIraM BRA BAZZORNH PoxsonsBy ſeconded the motion. 


Ma. Bus ur ſaid, he roſe to oppoſe the motion, and to ſay 
the examination was unneceſſary:— There could be no uſe in ex- 
amining merchants to a point on which the Houſe was full as wel} 
informed as they—no man denied, that by the law of the land, 

Ireland had a right to trade wherever it may be her intereſt, but 
the fact being ent, he was ready to debate it on principle. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that the queſtion before 
the ale bore ſome ſimilarity to that of the free trade in 1779 
he could not ſee how regulating trade by our own laws, had any 
likeneſs to its bein bin by a foreign power; neither could 
he admit that Parliament had not a right to reſtrain or totally pro- 
hibit if it ſaw good fort he benefx of the nation. The Parliament 
of England, the nation as jealous of her rights and liberties as any 
exiſting, had by various — inflicting pains and penalties, pro- 
hibited her ſubjects from trading to the Eaſt of the Cape of Good 
Hope, ſave only by an excluſive company; and the Par- 
liament of Ireland, he hoped it would not be denied, poſſeſſed 
every right as to Ireland, that the Englith Parliament poſſeſſed 
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as to Epglard ; and therefore he maintained that reſtraining our 
trade for Indian produce to the Englith Eatt-India company, was 
ro more a giving vp of right in the Parliament of Ireland, than it 
was giving up ot right in that of England to grant our manufac- 
tures a preference in her market. 

He did not, he again repeated it, deny the right ; but he was 
convinced that as we had no capital to carry on the trade, we 
could only encourage foreign adventurers under cover of our 
flag, to carry on a ſmuggling trade from India: Thus commenc- 
ing a decided commercial hoſtility with England, and without 
any manner of advantage to our country, doing more injury to the 
trade of England, than the Daniſh or Swediſh companies had 
been able to do: As this would be unjuſt and diſhonourable, he 
would not conſent to it, for tho' he claimed, and aflerted every 
richt of an Iriſhunan, he would not to do his country ſome little 
diſſloneſi ſervice, ſacrifice the great intereſt of England. 


Sir H. Cavennoisn ſaid, he was convinced gentlemen who 
ſupported the motion would be very ſorry and very much diſ- 
appointed if they ſhould carry it; and not only they but their 
Engliſh friends, if ever they came into power, would find them- 
{elves much embarraſſed by ſuch ſucceſs. 7 

He ſaid he would not enter into the fubject, but juſt obſerve, 
that if we made an attack upon the Eaſt-India Trade of England, 
it was a direct and manifeſt dereliction of the principle we had 
avowed in 79 —— that we would ſtand or fall with England. 


Major Do vx ſaid, he had not intended to have troubled the 
Houle at this ſtage of the buſineſs, with any ſentiments of his 
upon the ſubject ; but the reaſoning (if ſuch it might be called} 
vied by adminiftration againſt the motion of his Right Hon. 
Friend, [Mr. Grattan] was ſo extraordinary, and ſo whimſical, as 
to demand ſome obſervation; and I ſhall, ſaid he, confine myſelf 
entirely to noticing what each of thoſe Hon. and Right Hon. 
Gentlemen advanced. An Hon. Member on the floor, oppoſes 
the motion, becauſe, ©& The inveſtigation of the ſubje& may 
create a difference with the people of England,” and the Hon. 
Gentleman who followed him, oppoſes it, From the total in- 
capacity of the people of Ireland to carry on a trade to the Eaſ- 
tern hemiſphere.” Now, Sir, without animadverting upon the 
unparliamentary threat of the one, or the indecent fſatisfaQtion ma- 
nifeſted, in decrying the capacity of his countrymen, by the other 
Gentleman, 1 muſt obſerve, that if thoſe arguments could have 
any weight, it muſt be after my Right Hon. Friend's motion is 
carried, and the committee is appointed, where if they ſhould 
appear well ſounded, gentlemen may think it expedient to pro- 
ceed further in the bultnels. But I deny both poſitions; indeed 
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they cannot both be true; and the Hon. Gentleman who ſupports 
the latter, has very obligingly anſwered the gentleman who relies 
upon the former. For, if it be true, that Ireland is totally in- 
capable of carrying on the trade, ſurely her merely enquiring 
whether any act of her own ties her up from purſuing that 
which ſhe is not able to undertake, could not polibiy create a 
diſpute with a country ſo rational as England. It might excite a 
ſmile but could not excite a quarrel. God forbid, Sir, that 
the connexion between the countries, reſted upon ſuch a pre- 
carious foundation! That would be the connexion between 
a tyrant and a ſlave, and not of two countries, independent 
in juriſdiction of each other, but united by a common ſove- 
reign, by a common intereſt, and by the ſtrongeſt ties of 
mutual affection; I truſt moſt devoutly it will continue for ever, 
and if poſſible, gain Rong with its years. He cannot be a 
friend to either country, who has another with. - 

I can conceive, Sir, that a timid politician, upon the demand 
of a free trade, might have uſed the argument we have now 
heard. It was a new queſtion, and though your claim was juſt, 
had not been acquicſced in; but at this day and on this ſubjeò, 
to hold ſuch language, fills me, 1 confeſs, with other ſentiments 
than mere aſtoniſhment. Why, Sir, ſo far are you from ditfer- 
ing with the people of England, you are a party with them, and 
with the people of Scotland. In ſhort, Sr, it is the body of 
the people of the three kingdoms, oppoſed to the monopoly of 
a few individuals in one, and their agents in the adminſtration of 
another kingdom. 

Suppoſe, that on the expir-tion of the charter of the company, 
the merchants of England and Scotland are adinitted to a partici- 

ion of the trade, how will you feel when the people of Ire- 
Find are alone excluded, and that by their own Parliament; or 
at leaſt, by their own revenue laws? The Hon. Gentleman aſks, 
why now agitate this queſtion? 

urely it muſt be obvious, that no time can be ſo proper for 
ſuch diicuſſion, az on the eve of the expiration of the company's 
charter. It would be too late, and rather a ſpecies of blunder 
to wait until the charter ſhould be renewed, and the door in 
fome meaſure cloſed, and then diſcuſs the advantages that might 
accrue ſrom its being open. Another Right Hon. Gentleman 
imputes our 1ncapacity to a want of capital, and particularly in 
ſpecie, the only medium of commerce with China. Now, Sir, 
to this I anſwer, that you muſt firſt have a market before you can 
ſuit your merchandize to it; that America had no great capital, 
particularly in ſpecie, when ſhe began that trade; beſide that, 
the wonderful advantages ſaid to be gained by the Britiſh Mi- 
niſter, for the empire, at Nootka Sound, would enable us to 
have enother medium for our Indian trade in the furs of that 
country, ſo much in eſtimation in China; from whence we could 
bring tea in exchange for the aſſorted cargo of furs and ſpecie. 


* 
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But ſuppoſe Noot ka and its furs out of queſtion, Iwill anſwer 
the Right Hon. Gentleman by arithmetical propoſitions, which 
admit of no illuſion. The annual importation of tea from the 
Eaft India Company, is generally 3, ooo, ooolb. but I wiſh rather 
to be under in the ſtatement, and 1 will call it 2, 500, ooolb. 
which take notice, muſt be paid for in ready {pecie, before the 
rea is permitted to leave the warehouſe. Now if the ſpecie is 
forthcoming to pay in London, I cannot fee why it might not be 
paid as well in China; which anſwers the objection on the head 
of ſpecie. Now; Sir, ſuppoſe that by purchaſing the tea on the 
{pot where it grows, and being your own carriers, your merchant 
hould clear only one ſhilling per pound on the conſuinption of 
Ireland, viz. 2, 500, ooolb. (which muſt be acknowledged a rea- 
ſonable calculation) there would be on that article alone an annual 
ſaving of 125,000]. in favour of Ireland. Whether it may be 
eligible to purſue this trade, is another queſtion, upon which L 
am by no means called upon to decide. By the motion of my 
Right Hon. Friend I do conceive that the merchants muſt be the 
beſt judges of their own intereſts; and by your going into the 
committee, you will have their ſentiments; for which reaſon, 
and becauſe much benefit may accrue, and no diſadvantage can 
poſſibly reſult from the enquiry, I give my vote for the motion. 


Mr. Denis Brxowne ſaid, that he was almoſt inclined for 
oing into a committee on the ſubject, becauſe it would then moſt 
ans Par appear that they were ſolicited to enter upon a raſh, 
an injurious, and ill-timed expedient, with a view to ſpeculative 
advantages. He denied that England had a right to legiſlate ex- 
ternally for Ireland, though in this he had oppoſed to him the 
opinion of Mr. Fox in the Britiſh Parliament. | 
[A cry of no! no! from the oppoſite fide of the Houſe.] He 
would lay yes! yes! and he was ture that he ſpoke upon as good 
authority as the the Hon. Gentlemen who were oppoled to him. 
As tothe idea of a trade beyond the Ganges, they might as well 
think of a trade to the Antipodes, and he deſired the friends of 
the motion with all their learning, to ſhew in what manner a 
trade to the Eaſt could be advantageous to Ireland. The trade 
to ſuch places as were not properly the colonies of the European 
powers, were all carried on by excluſive companies to Pekin, 
Cochin, China, &c.—China itſelf was the only place with which 
we could hope for a trafic. And we did not ſtand in the ſame 
predicament, for this trade, as either Sweden or Denmark. They 
gave in return for their teas, as well bullion, iron, and gun 
flints. What article of natural produce, he aſked, had we to 
barter with China? None. When gentlemen {poke of prohibi- 
tons, he cautioned them to conſider of the conſequences of the 
word. Great Britain gave a monopoly in her markets to our ma- 


nufacture; ſhe kept out the linens of other countries, by heavy 
Vor. XI. f 
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duties, which certainly deſerved ſome return, and if ſhe ſhould 
withdraw her favour, we might not fo caſily obtain a market. 
But when we had no manuis cture of our own to give in exchange 
for teas, he could not conceive why we thould plunge ourſeivcs 
into a quarrel about the monopoly of the Eaſt india Company. 


Mr. Vaxpeievur ſupported the motion of going into a com- 
mitree of trade; he obſerved that by an Eait Irdia trade, riches 
' have flowed into Great Britain, and if we were to carry on a 
trade to the eaſt, the conſequence would be, that riches in a 
ſhort period of time would flow into the kingdom. Much {trel; 
had been laid that we ſhould be exceedingly cautious in not giving 
offence to Great Britain; the duty which we owed to our conſti- 
tuents, ſhonld be our firtt principle, and our attachment to Great 
Britain, ſhould be but a {econdary object. He inſiſted that an 
advantageous trade could be carried on fromthis country to China; 
and he inſtanced Portugal which had for a feries of time carried 


on a flouriſhing trade to China, without having any excluſive * 


company. 


Sir H. Lancrisne ſaid, we are now called upon to deliver 
an opinion on a great queſtion of commerce, not of conſtitution, 
It is not a queſtion of conftitution, becauſe your conſtitutional 
rights are uncontroverted. The — of thoſe rights ac- 
cording to ſound policy and true wiſdom, is the ſubject of diſ- 
cuſſion ; therefore it is not neceſſary on this, as it was thought on 
a former occaſion, to expreſs enthuſiaſtic raptures, and an anxious 
tenderneſs, on free conſtitution and free trade, as if we were 
talking of the virtues of the dead, or paying our laſt tribute to 
departed excellence. 

Free conſtitution and free trade are in perfect health and vi- 
gour, and then mortality or iiminortality, are in no degree con- 
cerned in the preſent queſtion. 

If gentlemen mean by tree conſtitution and free trade, a ſtate 
of exemption from all manner of reftriQion ; then I ſay that anar- 
chy is their conſtitution, and piracy theit commerce. Free go- 
vernment is that in which the people are governed by their own 
laws, and by thoſe laws, are reſtricted in certain of their natural 
rights, for the better enjoyment of the reſt. Free trade is that 
in which no ſuperior authority can controul you; ſubject how- 
ever to ſuch reſtrictions of preference or compromiſe, or com- 
mutation with other nations, as your own laws and your own po- 
licy ſhall impoſe, for your own intereſt. | 

As this reſolution goes to one of thoſe great commercial re- 
ſtrictions, that in favour of the chartered company trading to In- 
dia, it becomes us to meet it fairly and directly. To examine in 
the firſt place, whether the trade be ſuch as could in its nature 
be practicable or profitable to us. In the next place, though it 
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might be both, whether our relative ſituation towards 3 
would not only juſtify, but require of our witdom, a perſever- 
ance in this reſtriction. i 
Jam not recommending to you a ſurrender of the rights of 
future ages. 1 am not detiring you to burn the title deeds of your 
inheritance in Aſia. I do not defire you to bind up the arms of 
your poſterity, ſo as that they may be never ſtretched out ro the 
caſt. I hat their imaginations may be never tranſported to the 
diahiohd palaces and bright deluſions of eaftern ſtory. I only 
deſire you to conſider whether from the nature of your connexion 
with Englaud, you ſhall be diſpoſed to continve or diſcontinue 
your uſual annual laws, to favour the charter of the Eaſt India 
Company. . 
Ihe queſtion is not now whether the Britiſh acts of William 
and George uſt, confirming and enforcing this charter, are of 
force in Ireland. Thoſe notions are happily extinct. It is not 
the queſtion whether theſe laws are comprehended by Mr. Yel- 
verton's bill. I think they ate not! I he quettion muſt refer to 


your own laws, which you muſt paſs every 1etlion, or they will 
expire. 


Mr. Curran ſtated the queſtion before the Houſe to be as 
follows:—T his country voted 200,000]. to aſſiſt Great Britain in 
aſlerting a joint right to trade to the Weſtern coaſts of South 
America—an accommodation has taken place, by which this 
right is eftabliſhed and confirmed to the common Sovereign of 
both countries, by which this country acquires a right, co-exten- 
five with that of Britain; and now the motion before you is to 
appoint a committee to enquire whether any regulations exiſt 
which tend to prevent the people of Ireland from enjoying in their 
fulleſt extent, theſe advantages—for which they expended their 
treaſure and were ready to expend their blood. On this queſtion 
it was vain for gentlemen to hope that they ſhould eſcape notice. 
If they did their duty, and gave to the public what they had a 
right to expet—he would hold them forth in the language of eu- 
logium they deſerved—if not, he would ſhew them to the pub- 
lie in their true colours as fitting not to watch over the public 
intereſts as faithful repreſentatives, but to give up thoſe rights 
which ir was their duty to defend. It was vain alſo, he ſaid, to 
hope that to negative the queſtion that night would decide its 
fate, It was an error to ſuppoſe, though it had been a common 
error, that the rights which they had once murdered ſhould ne- 
ver riſe again and call for juſtice, "Twas a miſtake : The public 
intelle& had advanced more rapidly than parliamentary integrity 
the public ſaw that they were abuſed—he ſaw it, and ſeeing 
and knowing this, he would bring forward again and again eve 
queſtion that could try the integrity of the Hooks, and diſcrimtx 
nate between the venal ſlave and the honeſt repreſentative of the 

22 
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people. He then proceeded to conſider the arguments which had 
been advanced againſt the motion. 

It had been inſinuated by a Right Hon. Baronet (Cavendiſh) 
that we ſhould be ſorry for the ſucceſs of our own motion. This 
fame Right Hon. Baronet ſupported us during the laſt ſeſſion, 
and voted for thoſe meaſures then which he this ſeſſion votes 
_ againit. Does the Right Hon. Baronet then attribute to us the 
duplicity which himſelf has manifeſted? is a charge which 
we never hear but from our own apoſtates. 

[The Speaker requeſted him to confine himſelſto the queſtion.] 

No man, Mr. Speaker, has more ſincere regard for the ordets 
of the Houle than 1 have, and for this reaſon ; Sir the rules 
andegrders of the Houſe are the only part of the ſubſtance of 
Parliament which remains—of them, therefore, I am a devoted 
Worſhiper, I cheriſh ard love them on that principle which 

binds us to what remains of what we once poſſeſſed, with an af- 
fection ſo much the ſtronger as its object is diminiſhed. 

Another Hon. Baronet ſaid be would come directly to the queſ- 
tion—he did ſo, and dogmatically aſſerted that we ought not 
now to encourage a trade to the Ealt.” This is an argument 
againſt the committee—reſting on his ſimple uncorroborated aſſer- 
tion againſt the united mercantile voice of Ireland. What will 
be the feelings of the Irith merchant who finds his right voted 
away by a man who in the Britiſh Parliament could not have a 
ſeat to vote at all. He proceeded to examine the arguments of 
the Attorney General, and was remarkably ſevere for his rejec- 
tion of the epithet free. It had been ſaid, that to exerciſe the 
right of trading to the Eaſt would raiſe the hoſtility of Britain. 
He thought it was highly indecent to mention ſur h a circumſtance 
to intimidate the Houſe from doing what they might conceive to 
be their duty. I he name of the firſt executive magiſtrate could 
not be named in Parliament, leit it ſhould be uſed tor the pur- 
poſes of intiniidation or influence neither ought the name of 
any other aſſembly or perſon to be made ufe of with intent to 
deter the Houſe from its duty. But he denied that Britain would 
think herſelf at all hurt by ſuch a meaſure—the conteſt of Ire- 
land was with a being now in its laſt moments—the Engliſh Eaſt- 
India company. 7 

As to the danger of our ſhips being ſeized by the India com- 
pany, he thought it was no argument for giving up a right; that 
the right might poſſibly be diſputed by the violent and lawleſs — 
if ſo, what municipal right would ever be exerciſed? It was not 
for the Houſe now to conſider what the ſervants of the India 
company may do, but what the Iriſh merchant had a right to. 
It was for the Houſe to protect the principle—not to reſign the 
right, becauſe it might poſſibly be oppoſed. = 

An Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke ſecond in debate had ſaid the 
Houſe was as well informed on the ſubject of Eaſt India trade as 
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any merchants that could be examined—they are wiſe, therefore 
they need not be informed. He obſerved, there were now up- 
wards of 200 members preſent, and they had debated this point 
for ſome hours, and yet he wiſlied to be informed what propoſi- 
tion had any gentleman on the other fide let eſcape the tence of 
his lips, which cold inform the mind of the moſt conimon audi- 
tor? Ore Hon. Gentleman indeed, had caught a whitper from a 
Right Hon. Gentleman on the floor, which in paſſing 1 
his head had grown louder and louder, encreafing Like an ec 
in proportion to the emptineſs of the place it came troin. 

't he Houſe were not to conſider whether the kirgdom could 
avail itſelf of this trade or not—it was the principle oi right and 
point of law on which they were to delib-rate. If the country 
could not avail itſelf of the trade no injury or inconvenience 
could re:ulr to the Britiſh India Company from the exerciſe of 
It. 


1 


The requeſt of Gentlemen on the other ſide, ro defer the 
queſtion till the Revenue bill was before the Houſe, was beg zing 
the preſent moment for ſinning and corruption, and devoti: , - 
morrow to virtue. It was praying“ Sutter us to yield to the 
prom temptation, ſtay ſtill ro-morrow and you will ſee how 

oneſt we proud Commiſſioners will be, how pure and p#triotlc 
we Crown Lawyers —ſuffer us now to fall without a cruſh and 
we will reward you with reverſionary integrity.” He could eaſily 
account for the rejection of the preſent morion, and of the others 
which preceded it, if he could ſuppoſe that they were dictated 
to by clerks, by foreign runners, whom he called mummies of 
repreſentation, harlequin politicians, German clock-makers, with 
a number of time-keepers dangling at their ſhoulders, but he could 
account for ſuch conduct on no other ſuppoſition. He concluded 
by a ſevere apoſtrophe to ſuch beings as he had been deſcribing— 
it any ſuch heard him, called on them to ſtand forth and purge 
themſelves—or in ſilent honeſty, vote for his Right Hon Friend's 
motion. | 


Mr. Cooke ſaid, he thought the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
now brought forward the queſtion in that direct manner which he 
ought to have done at firit, unmixed with any other matter, but 
ſtanding as a ſubſtantiye queſtion on its own merits—and on that 

ound he would argue it ; but firſt, he would take notice of 
ome alluſions an Hon. Gentleman had niade to him, and which 
were ſo very plain, they could not be miſtaken, nor ought they 
to go unanſwered.— The Hen. Gentleman had deſcribed him as 
an Engliſhman, defending the rights of England —he hid ſeen 
many illuſtrious Iriſhmen in the Engliſh Houſe oi Commons, 
itand up, and with general applauſe defend the rights of Ireland 
in that Houſe ; and he could never think it diſcreditable for him, 
es an Engliſhman, to maintain the rights of England in the [riſh 
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Houſe of Commons —'twvas true he had the honour to hold an 
official ſituation—burt that he could not think deſerved obloquy. 

In the Adminiſtration of the Marquis of Rockingham, in Eng- 
land, Mr. Burke, the great ornament of his country, held high 
official and moft lucrative employments ; Mr. Burke, his ſon, 
Col. Barre, Mr. Sheridan, Sir Welbore Ellis Agar, and many 
other Iriſhmen, held places of great truſt and profit : No man in 
England was mean enough to 1mpute this as a crime to the Mar- 
quis, or caſt abuſe upon him for it; yet all the diſtinction is—that 
theſe were men poſleſſed of high talents and great abilities, to 
which I do not pretend. 

Much abuſe atk been thrown out by the Hon. Gentlemen ; but 
there are ſome men from whom one cau bear much—neither do 1 
feel myſelf in a degraded ſituation, when put in competition with 
that Gentleman. I do not however think proper to enter into ſe- 
vere expreſlions, though perhaps I might be juſtified ; but I do 
not hold them decorous or reſpectful to the Hauſe, whoſe kind- 
neſs I have ſo much experienced. The Gentleman has argued 
as if the rights of Ireland were e or denied; and he 
has with great warmth and emphaſis talked of his honeſty and his 
conſcience: Now, I deſire him to lay his hand upon his breaſt, 
and conſulting that honeſty and that conſcience, tell ine what at- 
tack has been made on the rights of Ireland? 

The Gentleman bas argued as if our revenue bill was perpetu- 
al but every one knows it is but from year to year; and if at 
any time Parliament ſhould think it neceffary ſo to do, Parliament 
can alter it ; and therefore arguments which are raiſed upon the 
ſuppoſition of its being perpetual, are untrue and unfounded. 

| he trade contended for, is the trade to China, which is pro- 
fitable to the merchant, but injurious to the country. Gentlemen 
know that a trade may be highly 3 to the individual who 
carries it on, yet deſtructive to the nation; and this is the caſe 
of the trade to China. Feb 

The articles exported are bullion and ſpecie, which are ex- 
changed for the produce and manufactures of China; this trade 
is profitable to the merchant, but the moſt diſad vantageous to a na- 
tion that can be carried on. Ireland receives the produce of 
China, through the medium of England; ſhe pays for it with her 

 manufaftures—if ſhe was to go directly to China, ſhe muſt pay 
in gold or ſilver. This is a trade ſhe could not carry on; nor 
could even the wealth of England long ſupport it, were it not 
that ſhe has thus an opportunity of nraking inveſtments to bring 
home the ſurplus of territorial revenue. Bs 

The trade of the Eaſt-India contpany, notwithſtanding their 
vaſt opulence, is at this day a loſing trade; it certainly cannot 
bear the loſs of our conſumption, — is to the value of 400, ooo 
per ann. ſuch a loſs would make a material balance againſt the 

company, and do them a ſerious injury; and if we were to go 
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farther, and import more than our own conſumption, the redun- 
dancy would be ſmuggled into England. 

The Right Hoa. Gentleman who made the motion weuld, he 
ſaid, introduce merchants to your bar, who would be ready to 
produce a capital. Sir, I do eafily conceive that he might, for 
the trade might be profitable to merchants, and as I have ſtated, 
injurious to the country. Engliſh merchants might eaſily be 
found, who, forgetting the intereſt of their country, would be 
ready to ſpeculate in this trade with a view of ſmuggling the 
goods into England; but I do not ſuppoſe that the gentlemen of 
this Houſe will be very willing to make experiments when they 
conſider the fituation of England, and reflect that by her con- 
ſumption of our manufactures, notwithſtanding the conſtant drain 
to abfentees, the courle of exchange has been conſtantly and re- 
gularly in favour of this countt y. 


Mr. ConoLLy ſaid he ſhould not have troubled the Houſe if 
it had not been that an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Cooke) had com- 
plained of having been ſeverely treared by an Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Curran) on his fide of the Houſe, in conſequence of bein 
an ENGLISHMAN, That he was ſorry ſuch illiberality could be 
ſuppoſed to prevail in that Houſe, having experienced the great- 
eſt attention and civility in the Engliſh Houſe of Commons where 
he had ſat above 22 years, whenever he troubled it, upon Ix ISH 
ArFalks, although he ſpoke in a very awkward and unintelli- 
gible manner. He ſaid, that there was no danger from the elo- 
quence of an Iriſhman, a Burke, a Barre, or a Sheridan that 
in the Engliſh Houſe of Commons any thing could be accom- 
pliſhed that could militate againſt the conſtitution or trade of 
England. Nor could he ſuppoſe the eloquence of any Engliſh- 
man here could injure this kingdom. It was of the IXISHME N, 
and not of the Engliſh, that he was afraid in this Houſe. In 
the latter end of laſt Parliament a place bill, a penſion bill, a re- 
ſponſibility bill, had been refuſed to this kingdom, by a majori- 
ty of IRtsHMEN, although the kingdom of Great Britain had 
ſhewn by experience, the neceſſity and uſe of ſuch laws; and he 
had in that Houſe declared himſelf aſhamed of having his name 
enrolled in ſuch a ſociety. That if he could gueſs, by the com- 
plexion of this Houſe to night, it would ſoon be guilty of a ſelf- 
cenying ordinance in reſpect to its foreign trade ; althou h the ſiſ- 
ter country did not pretend to deny the right of this kingdom to 
trade uncontrouled to thoſe parts, where no Britiſh ſettlements 
were eſtabliſhed—lf that was the caſe, as there was no other 
mode eſtabliſhed, by which a member could quit that Houſe, he 
muſt wiſh to he called to its bar, and ExXPELLED.—The Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons conſiſted of 558 members, 67 only of which 
were placemen, and no 1 could ſit, nor placemen, unleſs 
originally choſen as ſuch; or upon getting a place, of being res 
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choſen, —In this Houſe, conſiſting of 300 members, 110 were 
placemen or penſioners. They had adopted the whole power of 
the Privy Council before the repeal of Poyning's Law, and lite- 
rally appeared to be determined not to let any law paſs here that 
Was not agreeable to the Englith Miniſter, or the Engliſh Mer- 

chant ; and that therefore he was ſeriouſly in earneſt to be Ex- 
PELLED from a ſociety that he conceived to be acting in direct 
contradiction to the conſtitution and trade of the kingdom. 


Mr. G. PoxsoxnBy.—Labouring under indiſpofition, I ſhould 
not have troubled the Houle on any queſtion which was not, like 
the prelent, of the firſt importance to the intereſts of this kingdom. 
In delivering what little I have to ſay on this ſubject, 1 ſhall 
confine myſelf ſtrictly to the queſtion before you, offering a few 
animadverſions on the arguments of ſuch gentlemen on the other 
ſide as have not been already replied to. | ; 

When I ſaw, Sir, an Hon. Gentleman who fills a high place 
in the Revenue, riſe to ſpeak on this queſtion, I did expect from his 
great natural ability, or from his proſound knowledge, ſonie ſtrong 
arguments. I did not expect that he would have reſted on poſitive 
aſſertion and dogmatical poſition ; but cloſely as I attended to 
the Hon. Member I could not perceive that he adduced a ſingle 
argument againft the enquiry which my Right Hon. Friend pro- 
poles. He was aſked why do we expreſs ſuch anxiety about the 
trade of this country ? Is her right to trade to any part of the 
globe queſtioned ? It is not, ſaid the Hon. Member; it is grant- 
ed on all hands. Nay more, the Hon. Member has ſaid that he 
claimed as an Iriſhman the argument of my Right Hon. Friend 
in proof of our right to unreſtrained commerce; but as a Mem- 
ber of this Houſe he denies the application of that argument, 
The Hon. Gentleman may, in this inſtance, be very logical ; but 
the people of Ireland will not thank him ſo much for reaſoning 
with the ſkill of a logician, as they would for defending the rights 
of this country with the zeal and warmth of an upright and ho- 
neſt repreſentative. If he means to claim the argument for the 
right, but deny the exerciſe of it, the people of Ireland will lit- 
tle thank him for ſinking the Member of Parliament into a ſo- 

iſt. . 

The Hon. Member has told us that if we perſiſt in 2 for 
an Eaſt-India trade we may ultimately acquire by it ſome 4:/ho- 


ne advantages—that is, if J underſtand the Hon. Member aright, 


if we perſevere in claiming a trade to the Eaſtern hemiſphere, 
that the only advantage which we ſhall derive from this trade is 
an opportunity of ſmuggling tea into Great Britain.—Can the 
Hon. Member ſeriouſly mean that this is the only benefit which 
can reſult to us from this trade ?—Good God, Sir, can a man of 
ordinary underſtanding—can a man of common ſenſe for a mo- 
ment ſuppoſe that the only advantage a great kingdom can derive 
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from a commerce with the richeſt half of the globe, is the 
ſmuggling a little tea into another country? Why, Mr. Speaker, 
if this argument be good with reſpe& to the Eaſt-India trade, 
it will hold good alſo with reſpect to every other trade—and the 
importation oi every article as well as tea, from the place of its 
rowth, ſhould be prohibited, leſt we ſhould derive ſome diſ- 
ö advantage by ſmuggling it into Great Britain. Why are 
we not precluded from importing rum and ſugar, left we fhould 
{muggle them? Surely they are as eaſily ſmugs led as tea—and 
yet | never heard, Sir, that the probability oi ſmuggling theſe 
articles was an argument for giving up our Weſt-India trade. Ir 
is certainly a reaſon why the Hon. Gentleman ſhould be vigilant 
in his office, but is an argument for nothing elſe. His havin 
ſtared ſuch an argument, indeed, is a proof how cloſely a man's 
profeſſional habits ſtick to him the buſineſs of the Hop, Gentle- 
man is to prevent {muggling—ſumggling theretore continues to 
occupy his mind, even when he fits as a legiſlator, and the pre- 
vention of it tne great object to which he would dircEt the atten- 
tion of a kingdoin. | e 
Another hon. member [Mr. D. Browne] has uſed again the 
ſame argument which he advanced the other night, nanicly, that 
this country is incapable of an Eaſt-India trade.—Nothing has 
given me ſo much concern ſince 1 had the honour of a ſeat in 
this Houſe—nothing indeed has ever happened to me in the 
courſe of my political life that has given me more pain than the 
facility with which Members of the Iriſh Parliament incapacitate 
their country. To me, Sir, it appears the duty of the repreſen- 
tative to cheriſh every power of his conſtituents, to ſecure them 
every right, and to improve every privilege that may either to 
themſelves or to poſterity in future ages produce advantage. In- 
ſtead of this, Sir, unhappily there prevails among us a greedy 
propenſity to yield thoſe rights under pretence of incapacity to 
exerciſe them, rather than to cheriſh, to ſecure, or to improve 
them. 
But why is this country incapable of an India trade? Why 
the Hon. Member has told you it is a trade which requires a 
large export of bullion. It is ſo :—Whar then? Have we no 
ipecie ? Does the Hon. Member mean to infinuate that there is 
no ſuch thing as gold or filver in Ireland? Or does he only 
mean that we have no mines of thoſe metals? Ir is true we have 
not gold and ſilver mines neither has Great Britain—neither has 
Denmark—neither has Sweden; and yet theſe countries trade to 
the Eaſt. Indies, and trade ſucceſsfully. But if we do not grow 
gold and filver, we have the ability to purchaſe it from thoſe 
who do, and gold and ſilver are no leſs the articles than they 
are the inſtruments of commerce—like copper and tin they are 


to be purchaſed in the different markets of Europe. 
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But if bullion be the only inſtrument of Laſlern commerce, 
why then does not Spain, poſſeſſing more gold and filver than any 
other nation in the world, carry on this trade in a degree equal 
to the ſuperiority of her means? It happens moſt unfortunately 

for the Hon. Gentleman's argument that the very nation Which 
poſſeſles in greateſt abundance what he thinks the eſſential requi- 
lite for carrying on this trade, is the very nation which of all the 
European countries derives leaſt advantage from that trade. 

Another argument againſt this motion is, that we are unquali- 
fied for this trade by a deficiency in thoſe manuiaCtures ich the 
trade requires. This, Sir, is a ſtrange argument. [his count: y 
has been long reſtricted from an Katt. Iadis trade, and the reaſon 
why ſhe ſhould continue ſo is, that the does not at this moment 
poſſeſa thoſe manufactures which are peculiarly adapted to that 
trade. Good God! Sir, do gentlemen think on thoſe ridiculous, 
thoſe futile, childiſh arguments before they advance them or is 
only the love of riſing in this Houſe and ſaving ſomething, no 
matter what, that induces gentlemen to reaſon thus contemptibly ? 
How can we Sir, have manufaQures ſuited to a trade which we 
were never in poſſeſſion of ſince we became a manufaQuring peo- 
ple? Does the Hon. gentlemen who uſed this argument mean 
that every country now enjoying an India trade was in full poſſeſ- 
fion of thoſe manufactures in an extenſive and fiouriſhing manner 
when they firſt embarked in the trade to India ?—The man who 
thinks ſo is ignorant of the commercial hiſtory of thoſe countries 
of the hiſtory of India trade—and of the general principles of com- 
merce. For, no country engages in any manufacture till ſhe has 
a market for that manufacture. Why ſhould men manufacture 
what they cannot diſpoſe of, or what they muſt diſpoſe of at a 
loſs ? | | 

An Hon. Baronet in the revenue department has followed the 
ſame ftrain of argument but in a manner more culpable—for he 
has miſrepreſented the relative ſtate of Great Britain and Ireland. 
No commercial connection, he ſays, can ſubſiſt between two 
countries but when founded on mutual conceiſions, and he pro- 
ceeded to ſtate the equity and impartiality of Britain, who when 
the ſhut up the ports of Waterford, Dublin, &c. ſhut up alſo the 
ports of Hull, Liverpool, &c.—Now, Sir, ſee what this pur- 
poſes. It ſuppoſes that Great Britain had the fame right to ſhut 
up the Iriſh ports of Dublin and Waterford, as the had to thur 
up her own ports of Hull and Liverpool, Will the Hon. Mem- 
ber juſtify this ſuppoſition ? Does he mean to aſſert that Great 
Britain has an equal power to ſhur the ports of this free kingdom, 
as ſhe has to ſhut up her own ? But if the had, Sir, yet ſee the 
different ſituation of the two countries—in England there is one 

open for Eaſt- India trade—in Ireland there is not one. To 
reaſon therefore that we are equally well circumſtanced as to India 
trade as Great Britain, is to ſuppoſe that we are not an indepen» 
dent but a united kingdom. 
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But, ſays the Hon. Baronet, © God forbid I ſhould deprive 
the Iriih merchant of thoſe gorgeous deluſtons—thole imaginary 
riches which the gay prolpect of Indian commerce may amuſe 
him with.”—I ant not at all afraid, Sir, that the Hon. Baronet, 
or the Hon. and Right Hon. Gentlemen, with whom he 
acts, will deprive us of gorgeous delufion or imaginary riches — 
of thele, Sir, the gentlemen have always been liberal, and I am 
ſure they always will be ſo—delufion and imaginary wealth are 
the only things I look for from thoſe gentlemen. The Hon. Ba- 
ronet has a warm imagination, but it muſt be an imagination ſtil} 
warmer than this which can ſuppoſe the people of Ircland will 
reſt ſatisfied with thoſe gorgeous delufions and 1maginary wealth 
they offer, while to Great Britain they concede fubſtantial good 
and ſolid riches. | 

Another Hon. Gentleman high in the revenue, has been pleaſed 
to ſay lomething on this ſubject. He has told you of a conver- 
ſation between a certain perſon and certain other perſons, which 
laſted from the year 83 to the year 86, when this converſation 
embodicd it ſelf into a written correſpondence between this ſame 
perſon and this other certain perſon. Sir, I cannat think of an- 
{wering this part of the Hon. Gentleman's relation, for I cannot 
call it argument—all that occurs to me on the ſubject of this cor- 
reſpondence, is that it ſeems to me not unlike a tale which was 
once publithed, entitled the Hiſtory of P. P. Clerk of the Pariſh, 

From this correſpondence, the Hon. Gentleman proceeded to 
ſtate to you the. imminent danger that awaits the man who ſhall 
be hardy enough to adventure on this trade—and he ſaid that 
every Iriſh ſhip employed in that trade would be ſeized by the 
India Company, and the maſter proſecuted by the King's Attor- 
ney General. I need not contradict this ſtatement, Sir, it has 
been done already by another hon. and learned Gentleman, [Att. 
Gen.] who holds the very ſame office with the perſon who it was 
ſaid would proſecute at the ſuit of the Crown for this daring 
crime, and who has contradicted the Hon. Gentleman who made 
the aſſertion both in the matter of fact and in the point of law. 

An Hon. Gentleman [Mr. Cooke] was hurt at an expreſſion of 
my Hon. Friend I am fure, Sir, my Hon. Friend did not mean 
that any Member of this Houſe was incapacitated from delivering 
his ſentiments with freedom in this Houſe, merely becauſe he 
happened to have had his birth in Great Britain. Iam ſure, Sir, 
he only meant that it was rather a delicate thing for ſuch a gentle- 
man to oppoſe the ſenſe of the country on a queſtion between that 
country and a company of Britiſh merchants. I am ſorry the ex- 
preſſion of my Hon. Friend has given the Hon. Gentleman ſuch 
very great pain; but holding, as he does, a high official ſtation 
under an. Adminiftration which we accuſe of ſome few practices 
which border on corruption, the Hon. Gentleman mult expect ta 
thare the general cenſure, | | 
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This Hon. Member has followed ſome others in afferting that 
the people of this country are incapacitated for an India trade. 
Are they ſo, Sir ?—Where then is the danger of granting them 
a liberty which they are incap able of uſing? Why, ſay the gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide, Ireland will interfere with the India 
| Company, if the trade be thrown open. That is, Sir, taking 
the two arguments together—lreland is incapable of availing her- 
ſelf of a trade to the Eaſt-Indies, and yet if the be permitted the 
will carry on that trade ſo effeQually as to ſupplant or injure a 
company long eſtabliſhed, enjoying territorial poſſeſſions and paſ- 
ſeſſing a capital of twenty millions. 

But the Hon. Member affirms that if the trade were thrown 
open, it would be found a loſing one. Does not this then at once 
remove every objection? Does the Hon. Member think the mer- 
chants of this country ſuch practical blunderers, that they would 
purſue a trade by which they loſt, merely to vex the Eaſt-India 
company ?—If he does, he is miſtaken. But in this argument, 
drawn from its being a loſing trade there is a radical error. It 
being a lofing trade, Ireland ſhouid not only carry it on by herſelf, 
but the ſhould not carry it on even by Great Britain. Ireland 
conſumes 3, ooo, ooolb. of tea. Now, if it be a loſing trade to 
import this 22 of tea iinmediately from China, it muſt be 
doubly a loſing trade when we import it through the medium of 
Great Britain; for, in addition to the original loſs on immediate 
importation, there is added the profit of the Company, which 
profit would be ſaved to this country did ſhe import this tea from 
China immediately. a 

A Right Hon. Baronet [Chancellor of the Exchequer] has alſo 
expreſſed his ſentiments on this queſtion—he has ſaid little how- 
ever that had not been ſaid by other gentlemen before him, ex- 
cept in one inſtance, which was in ſtating that the Eaft-India Com- 
pany had a capital of 20, ooo, oool. and upwards of 90,000 ton 
o* ſhipping, and when the Right Hon. Baronet had enumerated 
theſe, he aſks triumphantly, “ Has Ireland ſo much capital, fo 
much ſipping, to enable her to carry on this trade? -I will rea- 
dily an{wer, Sir, ſhe has not. But did he ſtate, Sir, what was 
the capital, what the tonnage of Great Britain in this trade when 
the firſt embarked in it ?—No; Sir, he has not. We confeſs, 
Ireland cannot at this day afford to merge ſuch a ſum in Eaſt In- 
dia commerce ; but it does not follow from thence that we ſhould 
not begin the trade. If ir be neceſſary to have this capital to be- 
gin the trade, his argument makes againſt himſelf—for it ſuch a 
capital be neceſſary, and Ireland does not poſſeſs it, then no inju- 
ry can reſult to the Britiſh Eaſt-India Company from an aſſumpti- 
on of a right of which our poverty hinders us from availing our- 
| ſelves. If ſuch a capital be not neceſſary to begin the trade, the 
Right Hon, Baronet's argument has no force againſt the propoſed 


motion, 
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But, ſay ſome gentlemen, this trade cannot be carried on but 
by companies. I hat poſition I abſolutely deny. If gentlemen 
were acquainted with the riſe and progreſs of Eaſtern commerce, 
they would not make the aſſertion they Would have known that 
theſe companies were formed in the infancy of that commerce 
when the ſucceſs of a trade to theſe remote regions of the globe 
was uncertain, where no individual would venture a large pro- 
perty in a commerce of which he did know the iſſue then it was 
that companies were formed in order that if the event ſhould be 
unproſperous the ruin by being divided might not cruth individu- 
als. It is not becauſe theſe companies have been thought the beſt 
means of carrying on this trade, but becauſe theſe companies 
have grown powerful in conſequence of having grown wealthy— 
are interwoven in many inſtances with the ſlate itſelf, and there- 
fore cannot be eaſily diſſolved. Bur vill any man fay that if the 
Engl:ih Eaft-India Company was diſſol ved to-morrow, the trade 
of India would be loſt to Britain? No man will be ſo abſurd. If 
it were neceſſary to cite authority to prove that excluſive compa- 
nies are not the moſt eligible inſtruments of diftant trade, I could 
quote numbers of the greateſt names againſt this practice. I 
ſhall be content with naming one confeſſed the firit political 
writer of the age, Mr. Adam Smith. | 

But, Sir, I had almo!t forgot a very firgular argument of a 
Right Hon. Member [Attorney General} How, ſays he, can your 
trade be more free than when the reſtrictions it labours under 
are laid on by yourſelves ? I confeſs, Sir, ] never with to ſee the 
freedom of your commerce proved in this manner, I do not 
think a worſe mode to ſhew the irecdom of commerce or the 
power of the legiſlature could be adopted, than by cramping that 
con:merce by act of Parliament. 

But 17 the trade of Ireland muſt be ſold to the India Company, 
why even in thut caſe gent}cmen fl ould go into this Committee. 
Let them there urge their ar guiments. J here let them ſhew that 
it is for the general good ot the empire that the people of this 
country ſhould fill be reſtrained from exerciſing a right which 
theyare acknowledged ro poſſeſs the right of trading to the Eaſt. 
It were well, Sir, if gentlemen had attended to what fell from 
a young and Hon. Member, whoſe opening talents and early ma- 
turity, diſplayed in the debite of this night, promiſe fair to ren- 
der him an honour to this Houſe and Country—Ir were well if 
they had attended to him. What did he ſay ? Did he pledge 
himſelf to oppoſe this reſtrictive regulation that prevents our com- 
merce with India, by going into the Committee? No: he was 
for going into the Committee only to examine whether it be ex- 
pedient or not that theſe regulations ſhould be continued. 

It is ſaid, Sir, that this is an improper time for agitating this 
queſtion ; Sir, the preſent is the only proper time for diſcuſſing 
it, This current year, 1791, the Engliſh Miniſter will have a 
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power of annihilating the India Company, or of renewing their 
charter—and is it after the concluſion of that tranſaction that we 
ſhall make known our mind, as to the exerciſe of this your right? 
This would prove us to be, indeed, as abſurd as the argument of 
an Hon. Member would repreſent us—who feared the merchants 
of this country would purſue a trade by which they were loſers. 

Another Hon. Member adviſes to poſtpone the diſcuſſion of this 
queſtion till the revenue bill 13 brought in—that is, Sir, until 
there ſcarcely remain ſixty members in town-—until the aſſizes 
and other avocations ſhall have called away ſour-fiiths of us to 
the country—then the Hon. Gentleman promiſes to come forward 
and diſpute this point valiantly—with the empty benchcs. I 
ſhould think it would be more worthy of the Hon. Member's 
wiſdom and ability to argue the queſtion with us while we are 
here, rather than with the benches on which we fit—with ani- 
mate, not inanimate beings. 

A moſt extraordinary argument, Mr. Speaker, of an Hon. 
Member on the other fide had like to eſcape me. We are adviſ- 
fed to be cautious how we entertain queſtions of this kind for 
elſe the people of England will think we are a diſcontented peo- 
ple, whom nothing can fatis'y, and that every new grant only 
makes way for a new demand—Good God, Sir, what language 
is this? Does the Hon. Member repreſent the Iriſh Parliament as 
a mendicant? But what are thoſe grants which we are faid to have 
received? Is the abſence of uſurpation a grant? Is the Free 
Trade a grant? Theſe, Sir, no man at this day will call grants, 
and if they are not, where then are the grants the Hon. Mem- 
ber ſpeaks of? - am ſorry, Sir, to find any member fo indiſereet 
as to uſe ſuch exprefſions—I hope I ſhall never hear them re- 
peated. | 

No man is more anxious than I am to preſerve harmony be- 
tween the two kingdoms: It is from this motive I ſhall vote for 
this Committee. Tf the Committee ſhall be granted, and if it be 
found on enquiry, that the monopo!y of the India trade ſhould 
be preſerved to Britain, then the Houſe will have an opportuni- 
ty of making a voluntary conceſſion worthy of itſelf and of the 
nation; but if the Committee be negatived, the Houſe, I fear, 
will not be thanked—the country will not be thanked—none will 
be thanked but the Right Hon. Gentleman on the other fide of the 
floor— he will be thanked as an expert agent who had purchaſed a 
majority of this Houſe. | 

Here Mr. Ponſonby was called to order by Mr. Wolfe, who 
conſidered theſe words unparliamentary.] 

Mr. Ponſonby repeated the words and juſtified them. I have 
a right, ſaid he, to ſuppoſe the worſt poſſible conſequences that 
can reſult from the edlen of a motion not yet determined, and 


to reaſon hypothetically upon it. This is what I have done—1 
Tan the majority of this Houſe is bought but 


have not ſal 
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ſay that if this motion for a committee be negati ved, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman will be thanked as an expert agent who had pur- 
chaſed a majority of this Houſe. I hope theſe words will keep 
gentlemen who are ſo fond of order alive to ſomething more than 


mere order and formt ie ſenſe of heneff repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple of Ireland. 


Major Ho ART ſaid, he would not trouble the Houſe, were 
it not that he thought it neceſſary to ſay one word in reply to an 
Hon. Gentleman, whoſe cloquence had conmented on every 
gent Iman that had ſpoken at that fide of the Houſe, but without 
having diſcovered any argumeut that he had been able to overthrow: 
he had accuſed gentlemen of ſtanding forward to debate the queſ- 
tion; he muſt think that Houſe a childiſh aſſembly indeed, if 
on a great ſubject, involving the intercits and proſperity of the 
country, gentlemen ſhould not ſpeak out and honettly declare 
their ſentiments; bur if any injury ſhould ariſe from ſuch diſcuſ- 
ſions, it mult be imputed to the gentlemen who bring ſuch ſub- 
jeQs forward, and not thoſe who fairly examine them; he, how- 
ever, had heard nothing of that kind, but if any ſuch had ariſen, 
gentlemen who had preiled the ſubjc forward, had no right to 
be diſpleaſed, that other gentlemen were ready to receive and to 
debate it. | | | 

I do not think, ſaid he, that any man has queſtioned the rights 
of Ireland: If any man has, it is he who ſtates the neceſſity of 
going into a committee before the Britiſh Miniſter thall enter into 
any engagement with the Eaſt India Company. Does that Gen- 
tleman imagine that the rights of Ireland can be taken away by 
any bargain between the Britiſh Minitter and the Eatt India Com- 
pany ? If he does, he miſtakes; they are fixed on too firm a baſis 
—they cannot be called in queftion—they cannot be doubted. 

The Hon. Gentleman has faid, that one perſon would be 
thanked—one perſon would be conſidered as an expert agent, if 
he could bribe a majority in Parliament to betray the rights of 
Ireland to the Eaſt India Compary :—vir, I affure the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, that I regard the rights of lreland as much as he or 
any gentleman who fits on that fide with him, and if I were baſe 
enough to require any man to ſurrender the rights of Ireland, I 
am not acquainted with the man to whom I dare venture to make 
ſuch a propoſal. l 


Mr. GaAT TAN. I am induced to riſe, even at this late hour, 
in conſequence of two obſervations that came from a Right Hon. 
Member, who lately ſat down. He was pleaſed to ſay, that if 

gentlemen on his ſide of the Houſe delivered opinions that 
brought diſcredit on this auguſt Aſſembly, the oppoſition were 
in fault, who, by bringing on conſtitutional and commercial queſ- 
tions gave his friends an opportunity of diſcloſing their principles, 
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If this extraordinary doctrine is received—if the improper prin- 
ciples, or raſh declarations of the other fide of the Houle, are to 
impoſe filence on this, then the triumph of a corrupt Miniſter 
muſt be complete. —Suppoſe him the agent of venality, with a 
wretched faction belonging to him, you are not, according to 
this axiom, to propoſe any good meaſure to that wretched faction, 
becauſe it will only furnith them with daily opportunities of diſ- 

cing themſelves and the Parliament, and of aggravating the 
baſeneſs of their ſuffrage, by the diſguſting publication of 
their ſentiments. Thus, the deſperate profligacy of the govern- 
ment is made an argument to ſilence the people. 

The other part of the ſame Right Pon. Gentleman's ſpeech 
which requires anĩimadverſion, is a groſs and obyious miftating ofthe 
queſtion. He ſuppoſes it to be, whether the right of this coun- 
try to a free trade, is denied by the Miniſters of the Crown. Sir, 
that is not the quettion ;—but the queſtion is, whether the right 
of this country to a free trade to the Eaſtern hemiſphere, which 
the Miniſters of the Crown dare not deny, is not, by the-artifice of 
the Miniſter rendered a naked right, by reſtraining its exerciſe ; 
whether the Miniſters of the Crown, on behalf of . Eaſt-India 
company, do not, in this er inſtance, by deſtructive regu- 
lations, render it impoſſible for you to avail yourſelves of that 
right of trade, the principles of which they defeat; and if the 
Right Hon. Gentleman conceives that he can derive any credit 

with this country by proclaiming her right of trade, while he 
reſtrains the — — to tavour the Eaſt-India company, 
for whom his cabinet in this Dae is now an agent, If 1 ſay, 
he hopes to derive any credit from ſuch part, that credit is cheap- 
ly bought. I ſupport your right to a free trade, ſays the mem- 
ber, but I oppoſe your exerciſe of that 112ht, ſays his conduct; 
and by ſuch an abominable artifice, too low for the practice of 
any but a mean government, and too groſs and palpable to impoſe 
on the loweſt intellect of any in his rank, is the claim of right re- 
conciled to the effectual ſurrender of all its uleful and commercial 
conſequences. | : 

When gentlemen on the other ſide oppoſe this queſtion, when 
they oppole the exerciſe of your right to trade, they have the leſs 
weight with me, becauſe I remember thoſe very gentlemen op- 
poſing the right itſelf. I remember thoſe gentlemen oppoſing it 
with the ſame arguments and the ſame threats. And I remember 
thoſe very gentlemen renouncing all thoſe arguments, and coming 
over to our meaſures. I look, therefore, on the arguments now 
of ſuch men with little regard: theſe gentlemen have endea- 
voured to poſt themfelves on two grounds —firſt, that a trade to 
Aſia is impracticable and uſeleſs. Secondly, that you are com- 
mencing hoſtilities with England by your attempt to exerciſe it. 
As to the firſt ground, I mul obſerve, that you are not to aſcer- 
tain the limits of the capacity of your country by the limits of the 


1791. nnr 1 


underſtanding of thoſe who compoſe her government; and, in 
eneral, national exertion is not to be cramped by the limits of 
uman foreſight. —England is a provi of this; who, in 1715, 
rejected a commercial treaty with France, becauſe the knew the 
would have been underſold in her markets; and now, in 1791, 
the underſells the French in the markets of France. Who could 
have foretold this? Mancheſter is another proof: Who could have 
foretold her preſent ſtate? That a town, which, at the peace of 
1763, did not export any article, except velvets, ſhould now 
export ſome millions. Was it any extraordinary capital? No. 
Was it excluſive induſtry? No.— Was it the diſcovery of any 
ſpell? No. No, Mr. Arkwright is no magician ; but great and 
extraordinary talents are called forth when lett free; and Engliſh 
talents poſſeſs what Iriſh talents want—an unſtipendiary cabmet, 
an untunidated Parliament, and a preſiding public care, that ex- 
cites the ſpirit of the merchant, and the genius of the people. 
Holland is a ſtronger inſtance of rapid growth beyond human 
foreſight. In 1718, almoſt ſubmerſed in Europe, we ſee, in 
that period, Batavia riſing in ſilent pomp, and Eaſtern magnifi- 
cence, with more than royal ſtate, built on the oundations of 
republican hardihood and commercial enterprize. W hat was the 
cauſe? Her enterprize was uncontrouled ; the was the object of 
her own government. Her cabinet did not ſell her commerce. 
merica is another inſtance. Bankrupt America, a: you ſaid. 
That America, with which, in 1785, you faid, you could not 
trade. Whereis ſhe now? See her wrapped up in her Weſtern 
car of ſteady breeze, flying faſter far than the propher's flame, 
which fell thort of her progreſs, and traverſing parallels and 
circles, until ſhe ſpreads herſelf a vaſt navigation in the Canton 
river, a power of the deep, with forty ſhips, where ſhe ſhonld 
find your veſſels, if the treachery of your Miniſters did not be- 
tray your phyſical opportunities What is the cauſe of this Ame- 
rican progreſs ? The narrow ſpeculation of the politician does not 
preſcribe ro the ſpeculation of the merchant ; her cuſtom-houſe 
is not her law-giver ; the oppoſers of her freedom are not the 
cabinet of her country ; her Miniſters are not her ſpies, her 
ſpies are not her Miniſters. Theſe inſtances, with peculiar 
force, apply to the preſent caſe, becaufe the trade on which gens. 
tlemen ſpeak, is, in a peculiar manner, beyond their comprehen- 
ſion. Do not theſe gentlemen know, that the growth of Ireland, 
to whoſe capacity they would dictate. depends on certain progreſ- 
live cauſes, which, as yet, they are not competent to aſcertain— 
capital, whoſe growth they cannot afcertain—and the growing 
liberty of the globe, whoſe progreſs is begun, whole progreſs is 
interminable and enlarges the — of your commerce with the 
ſphere of her action: if they cannot aſcertain the ſeeds of the 
5 9 - 3285 own iſland, how much leſs the region compre- 
OL, Al. ; 
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hended in this queſtion. Have they traverſed theſe countries? 
Have they reſorted to the hiſtorian? Have they conſulted even 
the globe on the ſubject? Have they run over the parallels of 
Jatitude and longitude, and conſidered the proportion of ſolar 
cauſe to local circumitance? Do they know the produce, habits, 
rivers, names of theſe diſtricts ; If ignorant of the actual ſtate, 
how much leſs can they prophetically decide on the future ? How 
long, for inſtance, the Philipines will they continue ſhut ? How 
long will other nations of the Eaſt continue the excluſive proper- 
ty of the kingdoms of Europe? Will theſe gentlemen now ven- 
ture to ſay, that tae country which lies within the Ganges, 2000 
miles in length, aud 1500 in breadth—that the Indies, which 
lie beyond the Ganges, 1000 in breadth, and 2000 in length 
that the Oriental iſlands, of which one extends 11 degrees in la- 
titüde, and 15 in Jongirude—ſome of whom equal England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, with all their iſlands, creeks and bays, 
that China, with her 58,000,000 of people, that theſe countries 
in ſpace incomprehenſible, in 1 infinite, and in produce 
indefinite, cannot in all the afflux of time and rapid ſhifting fluc- 
tuation of things, offer a bencficial intercourſe to Ireland. Are 
they? Are your Miniſters competent to decide this N againſt 
the country? I ſhould have thought their ſtudies had taken a 
different direction; the ſtill, the brewing pan, the proviſion for 
their numerous offspring, ar when groveling inveſtigations riſe to 
public crimes, the ſale of members and the trade of Parliament. 

ho are competent to decide this queſtion againſt you ? Shall 
the officer of the Cuſtom-houſe, the Commiſſioner? Will he 
come forth, and with an exciſeman's foreſight, and a gauger's ge- 
nius, take up his dipping rule, and deſcribe parallels of latitude, 
or circumſeribe the track of navigation, and limit the march os 
nations? Will the Crown Lawyer, learned as he may be in his 
own way, will he cloſe his black letter page, and turning to the 
different hemiſpheres, give an opinion on clunates unknown, peo- 
ple unknown, and countries whoſe names and rivers, and habits 
and produce, he has not heard of? Will the Iriſh Cabinet? one 
part dependant on the Miniſter of England, that is the company, 
and therefore in this queſtion, a watch on your pretenſions the 
other part depcndant on that watch, and principally compoſed of 
the old Court, accuſtomed to crouch and to bend to the brow of 
power. The junction of both muſt on this queſtion produce the 
facrifice of Ireland. That ſacrifice will be expreſſed, no doubt, 
by the name of general intereſt ; but 8 coming 
from thoſe lips, is, in other words, particular treachery, prompt- 
ed by private ad vantage and pecuniary conſiderations. Shall ſuch 
decide the fate and fortunes of this country? They have decided, 
and in giving their reaſons, they only detail their ignorance; 
they tell us we have no capital, but with what authority do they 
tell us we have no capital? Have they made an inquiry? Have 
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they gone from merchant to merchant? Have they taken the pains 
to rap at his door, or have they gone to the Caſtle door, and 
learned the watchword of the day, which it ſcems is, We have 
no capital ? In 1779 you had leſs, and had that objection been 
liſtened to then, you would not have had either your preſent ca- 
pital or your tree trade; but the fact is, capital muit be toon ſub- 
| 1cribed trom the nature 0! the trade. I he impo t of tea can- 
not be attended with a hazard, becauſc the con ſuinptio i certain. 
Jhe price in China, is rothing, the market in ad certain, 
and the profits on che ſale great, as they are certain. I do not 
{peak on {pccuiaiton. Som cr ſiderabie ne chagte have posen 
to me on tus very ſubject, and have given 6 ο et aſſurance 
of a great ſubſcription. What will you a no? But, dir, I 
do not depend on home capital z capital wal comꝰ in jm abroad, 
who among us, that docs got know that much fo gn European 
trade to Alia, is carried on by Engiith capital 3 mu, oi the Oſ- 
tend, much of the Dau ili trade is io carried on, which Englith 
capital would on the & nt of opening the trade here, pour into 
Ireland. Do not we ſuppoſe that many of the unchartered ſub- 
jects of England would, through the irce parts of this kingdom, 
exerciſe a tree trade to the Eaſt, and make his country a depoſit 
of their capitals many who have been in the ſervice of the com- 
pany, and whole experience would direct, and capital ſupport 
our enterprizes ?—dir, Gentlemen on the other fide, not only 
ſuppoſe this, but hey fear it ; and it is the fear ot imported ca- 
pital, and not the want of capital, which make your councils on 
this ſubject faulter. Here the provincial genius of your cabinet 
tells againtt the free trade of your country. This is the point in 
which you touch the company, and this is the point therefore in 
which you touch the Britiſh Miniſter and electrity your Cabinet, 
the laſt link of that chain. They fear that Engliſh capital will 
flow into this country, to carry you a trade to the Eaſt. Offers 
have been made already; I know of two particularly. You now | 
are preventing capital from coming into Ireland. Do you remem- 
ber the propoſitions? How eager you were then for capital—ſo 
eager that you wiſhed to get rid of the conſtitution, to get what 
you call capital. You told us, that a certain ſum of money wai- 
ted on your determination, I believe it was 600,000]. that you 
{aid would be immediately depoſited in Ireland, on the reception 
of the propoſitions, and to get that capital, you ſeened ro ſay 
no conititution - but now, when you are to exerciſe your trade 
under your conſtitution, you cry out, no capital. 1 
But, gentlemen ſay you can have no export. I can anſwer by 
referring them to two inſtruments in which they are concerned, 
one the Convention, and the other the Propoſitions. The Con- 
vention, the work of the Britiſh Minitter ; che Propoficions the 
device of both : On the * of the firit, we were taught by 
2 
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thoſe gentlemen that we ſhall have a vent for the fur of Nootka, 
in the market of China, and we are alſo taught to hope, that the 
inhabitants of the former will be clothed by the woollen and blan- 
ketting of Europe. The Propoſitions were another inſtrument ; 
thoſe gentlemen on that ſubje& info! med us, that we had good 
reaſon to expect that very trade which they now deny, an export 
to Afia. The Propoſitions reſtrained our merchants and ſhipping 
from a trade to Aſia for ever, but as a commutation permitted the 
merchants of the Company, if they chooſe, to touch at Cork, in 
in their way to Aſia, that is to come tothe Weſt in their way to 
the Eaſt, and to get aſſortments of Iriſh manufactures, and ſo 
certain were gentlemen at that time, that we had articles which 
people of the Eaſt would purchaſe, that they ſuppoſed veſſe!s 
would come out of their track in queſt of them, they particula- 
riſed ſome articles; glaſs was one; they relied on the evidence 
that appeared before the Lords of England, which ſtated their 
fears, leſt Ireland ſhould export various articles to the Eaſt. 
Now, it ſeems, you are not. Thus, in their opinion, the dif- 
advantage of going out of the way, is a deciſive circumſtance in 
favour of the export, and the circuit conſtitutes a deciſive advan- 
tage in trade, bur at that time you were to 3 from tlie 
company by the ſurrender of your Free Trade, a feeble ſpecu- 
lative chance, and then your advantages were ineſtimable. Vou 
are now to excerciſe your rights and it ſeems they are no advan- 
tages. What I now ſtate is in anſwer to thoſe gentlemen ; but 
an anſwer to them is none to the public. It is impoſſible for any 
man now to affirm that you will; or will not have an export to 
the Eaſt. But what export have we now? What does the com- 
Pany take from you? Does the company take the linen, the glaſs, 
the cutlery, or woollen of Ireland? Now what do you take from 
them? All Articles which you want, luxuries, even manufac- 
tures which England will not ſuffer her own people to take from 
her own company. You take tea to the amount of near 400, oool. 
The queſtion is not whether you ſhall trade with the Eaſt, be- 
cauſe you now take the produce of the Eaſt abundantly ; the 
queſtion is, whether that trade ſhall continue an entire accumu- 
Jated balance againſt you? Send one yard of cloth, one glaſs bot- 
tle to China, and you ſtand better than you have done; employ 
one veſſel in that trade, and you ſtand better. Is our ſhipping 
nothing? Is that of no benefit to this country ? The trade is now 
a trade of uncompenſated import; it is allo aggravated by an ex- 
traordinary price for the article : tea is an article of general con- 
fumption. Here gentlemen have ſaid it is for our own advantage 
to confine our conſumption to the company, and that we get tea 
from England cheaper. 3 ſubject all packages of 
tea, except from England, to forfeiture.— Why ? Becauſe the tea 
of England is much dearer. Thoſe gentlemen ſtrengthen this 
clauſe by another, which ſubjeUs the veſſel from whence the tea 
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is ſeized to forfeiture. Why? Becauſe the tea from England 
is much dearer. T hus their law fälſifies their argument, and 
cheir 4 diſgraceſul, ſecretly falſifies their law; and both 
argue a ſuuation of ſad embarraſſment between a duty which they 
profeſs to Irelend, and an intereſt which they are to manage and 
advance in the Court of Grear-Britain. This1s, however, only 
an anſwer to thoſe gentlemen, and not to the country. The fact 
is, that che Dutch tea is much cheaper, and the tea in China, 
about 300 per cent. cheaper. Bohea tea is only 8d. per pound 
in China —klerę, then, is a trade of uncompenſated import, ag- 
ravated by extravagant price; ſo that you ſacrifice to the alt. 
Fadia company your conſumer as well as your merchant. Tea is 
pt as general conſumption as ſugar. Let us bring the ſtateſman 
to the weaver's hovel ; the firſt meal is his breakfaſt. He aſks 
why is ſugar ſo dear? © Recauſe we tax the ſugar you eat, in 
order to — to the Engliſh ſettleinents the web which you make. 
But why is tea fo dear? Becauſe by our own laws we can only 
get tea from the Eait-India company through England. But that 
company takes your manufactures? No. By her charter the muſt 
not take any thing from us; and by our law we muſt not take tea 
from any bur from her.” Here, then, is your law and her cbar- 
ter combined againtt your trade and your conſumption, and your 
people ſacrificed by both. You load your Weit-India trade, 
under compact with England, that admits you, and you prohibit 
our Eait-India trade in compliment to the company that excludes 
you. Thus you ſtand, Eaſt and Weſt, loading the trade to the 
one, end preventing any trade to the other. You do more. You 
load that Weſt-India trade anew, in conſequence of a ſyſtem to 
eſtabliſh a trade in another part of the world, of which ſyſtem 
your Eaſtern trade is a part, which, at the ſame time, by your 
own act you prohibit. EY 
1 need not add, the operation of this tea clauſe is to ſubject 
you to a Britiſh tax. All theſe Eaſt-India articles which you 
take from England are taxed, and on ſome the rax is not drawn 
back. There are about forty of them of that kind; for all theſe 
you pay taxes to England; drugs, and a number of others; and 
though you could import theſe things from other places, yet the 
eat article being only importable from England, governs the 
rade in all the others, and forces it through the Britiſh channel, 
ſubje& to Britiſh taxes. They object to this ſtep on account of 
England. Hoſtility to Evgland ; this is their ſecond ground; 
Sir, it is a ground on which 1 ſhould tread with much tenderneſs 
indeed. Wedded for ever to that nation, we may ſometime diſ- 
cuſs, ſometime argue - never ſeparate, and it is with the leſs anx- 
lety I embrace the preſent ſubjeQ, becauſe it does not, in any 
degree involve us with England. It is not like the Weſt-India 
trade, and yet you demanded a participation of that trade ; nor 
is it like the markets of Great Britain, to which ſhe had reſerved 
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to herſelf an excluſive right. Do theſe men who in the attempt 
of the propofitions, precipitated this nation on that very ſubject, 
and the pailions that ſur ound it. Do theſe men now talk of in- 
flaming England, by not cx luding ourſelves from a trade to Aſia ? 
Sir, the queſtion which you now tremble to decide, you have 
decided already. You have deeided the principle of the free 
trade. 1 ſihou d be aſhamed to call it a new queſtion, where you 
are now only to decide on the exerciſe of that principle in the 
caſe of rhe Eaſt-India Company, and inſtead of the teelings of 
* . being againſt you, if you exerciſe your free trade to 
thoſe regions, the ſcorn of England muſt be againſt you if you 
ſurrender it. Could the but ſcorn a nation who aſſerted againſt 
Great Britain her free trade with the tone of authority, and now 
ſurrenders the exer-iſe of it to the artificers of her revenue bill— 
abetting the pretenſions of the Eaſt-India Company ſhe muſt be 
the more aſtoniſhed when the finds that you have been challenged 
to exerciſe this trade by an Hon. Member, who gravely and 
plainly told you, that it you attempt it the Eaſt-India Company 
will make war with Ireland. | | 
There was a time when ſuch an obſervation would have been 
conſidered as ſomething more than deſpicable trumpery, in the 
Place of argument : it would have rouſed you to the exerciſe of 
that right; it would have decided you in . of the attempt; 
but you are wiſe by ſtarts, and great by intervals. At one time 
you demand a free trade, and a free conſtitution ;—three years 
after you offer back, as at the time of the propoſitions, that free 
trade and free conſtitution ; then you ſubmit to a miniſtry who 
oppoſed the eftabliſhment of the one, and who propoſed the ſur- 
Tender of them both. At one time you demand a free trade, and 
a ſhare in the Weſt-India trade, and now are ſatisfied with an ex- 
cluſion from the Eaſt-India trade, and for that excluſion you make 
a preſent of your free trade to the Eaſtern hemiſphete.— This eb- 
bing and flowing of your political fire is (to me) aſtoniſhing. Like 
the ſea, it rages, and inundates, and retires, and leaves the pub- 
lic mind for years ſterile, damp, ſwamp, and unſeemly. It 1s on 
this beach the old court, with its elemental droſs has returned, 
to build the preſent adminiſtration on the old foundation of cor- 
ruption, the ſame giddy and empty ſuperſtructure, the ſame flag 
of corrupt authority principles mean, manners contuinelious p 
the ſame men improved in guile, or the ſame principles in new 
men, deſperate as their predeceſſors. Your cabinet is tainted 
with © 6 fr I do not mean to the RG no, they are bought 
by the Miniſter of the King to SELL THE TRADE OF THEIR 
At two o'clock, on Tueſday morning, the queſtion was put; 
when there appeared, | KO 


U 
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Noes : 147 2 Including 
Ayes, 86 5 Tellers. 
Majority, 614 


—— ö —— — 
Turxspxv, FEBRUARY 22, 1791. 


The order of the day for taking into conſideration the matter 
of che petition of William Todd Jones and Richard Griffith, 
Eſgrs. complaining of an undue election and return for the bo- 
rough of Liſburn, in the county of Antrim, being read, . 

The Houſe was called over, and ſixty Members not being 

reſent, | | 
5 Mr. Speaker adjourned the Houſe till next day. 


WerbxES DAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1791. 
The Houſe being again called over, and it appearing that there 


were but fifty-nine Members preſent, 
Ihe Houle was accordingly adjourned. 


A 


TuuRSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1791. 


A due number of the Members attending in their places, a 
a ſelect committee was appointed to try the petition of William 
Todd Jones and Richard Griffith, Eſqrs. complaining of an un- 
due election for the borough of Liſburn. 


The Chairman of the Committee on the county of Cork elec- 
tion, reported to the Hauſe, that Edmond Roche, Eſq. Sa- 
muel Kelly, Patrick Howard, John Power, Daniel Gibbs, Eſq. 
Rev. John Gibbs, Timothy Ahern, Dennis Hays, Thomas 
Morgan, and Peter Flynn Taylor, who were ſummoned to at- 
tend that Committee, had neglected to attend :”—whereupon the 


Houſe ordered them all to be taken into cuſtody of the Serjeant 
at Arms. 


The Hon. Mr. RocirorxT, Chairman of the Committee ap- 
ointed to try the merits of the petition of Sir Frederick Flood, 
Bart. complaining of an undue election and return for the county 
of Wexford, reported the determination of ſaid Committee, viz. 


That the Hon, John Loftus Loſtus, was not duly elected a 
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Knight of the Shire to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the 
county of Wexford.” 
Alſo, That the ſaid Hon. John Loftus Loftus was not duly 
returned to ſerve in Parliament for ſaid county.” | 
And alſo, That Sir Frederick Flood, Bart. was not duly 
elected a Knight of the Shire to ſerve in this preſent Parliament 
for the county of Wexford.” , 125 


Mr. G. OcLe moved, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his war- 
rant to the Clerk of the Crown, to make out a new writ for elect- 
ing a Knight of the Shire to ſerve 1a this preſent Parliament for 
the county of Wexford.“ Ordered. | 5 


Mr. STeernexn Moore preſented a petition from Stephen 
Stretch, now a priſoner in Newgate, under an order of the 
Houſe, alledging, © That any contrariety of teſtimony which he 
might have given befgre the Committee on the county of Dublin 
election, aroſe merely from that confuſion and embarraſſiuent 
which often ariſes in the courſe of a long examination, aſſurin 
the Houſe, that he had no intention to offer to the Committee 
any thing but the truth ; that his fault aroſe more from the 
weakneſs of his head than his heart, and unploring the Houſe 
to compaſſionate the diſtreſſed ſituation of a large family, entire- 
Jy dependant on him for ſupport.” | 

Mr. Moon then 3 That Stephen Stretch be diſ- 
charged from his confinement in the jail of New gate. ; 
It paſſed in the affirmative. FE 


The CHanceLLok or THE ExCHEQUER preſented, ac- 
cardiny to order, | 9 | 
The annuity bill, — 
The tobacco, ſugar, and caffee trade bill, 
The bounty bill, N 
The linen bill, . 
The bill for pious purpoſes, 
The Dublin . bill, = 
And the American trade bill. 
They were each read a firſt time, and ordered for a ſecond 
reading to-morrow. _ PIN rs 
The abſentee tax bill was read a third time and paſſed, as 
alſo the hawkers and pedlers bill. e 


A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, freemen, mer- 
chants, and other inhabitants of the corporation and town of 
Wexford, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſeribed, was preſented 
to the Honſe by Mr. Nevill, and read; ſetting forth, that the 

2titioners are exceedingly alarmed at the tendency of two pe- 
titions preſented to Parliament, one from the lord mayor, the- 
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riffs, commons and citizens of the city of Dublin, the other from 
the merchants of ſaid city, word ws that the export bounty on 
corn, grain, meal, malt and flour, now wiſely hmitted to the 
out-ports only, ihould be extended alſo to the city of Dublin, 
a meaſure which they pretend is neceſſary to ſecure in future 
the metropolis from the probability of actual want; the petiti- 
oners humbly conceive that the apprehenſions of ſcarcity, fa 
ſtrongly expreſſed in the above-mentioned petitions, are not real; 
that they are calculated to excite fear in the public mind, there- 
by to ſerve a local intereſt rather than to promote the ge- 
neral good; they can with truth aſſert that they at all times have 
been able to purchaſe flour in the Dublin market at a cheaper 
rate than they can buy it in their own, and that the Dublin aſ- 
ſize of bread has been generally, with ſcarcely any exception, 
Jarger than that of Wexiord ; the petitioners beg leave to repre- 
ſent that they have conſtantly eniployed in their corn trade hity- 
ſix ſail of veſſels, their own property, excluſive of thoſe of 
foreigners, and that they have exported to Dublin from the 29th 
of September 1789 to the 29th of September 1790, one hundred 
and five thouſand fix hundred and eighty-one barrels of malt 
and barley, beſides a proportion of ſixty- four thouſand eight 
hundred and eighty-five barrels of oats, ſeven thouſand one 
hundred and fifty-rwo barrels. of beans, and eighty-eight barrels 
and an halt of peaſe, exported from Wexford in that time; the 
petitioners imagine that if the prayer of the peritions alluded to 
ſhould be complied with, many concerns of vaſt national impor- 
tance would deeply ſuffer by the event, particularly the agri- 
culture of the kingdom, which now ſo happily flouriſhes under 
the mary falutary laws enacted for its encouragement, would re- 
ceive a deadly wound, and that the trade of all the out-ports 
would be materially affected, and that of ſome totally annihil- 
ated, by which the nurſery for ſeamen, which has ever been the: 
peculiar care of the legiſlature, would be greatly diminiſhed ; 
and theretore praying * Dublin petitions will not meet the ap- 
probation of Parliament. Ordered, 8 

That the ſaid petition do lie on the table, and that it be 
printed. 

A petition of the ſovereign, recorder, burgeſſes and inhabitants 
of the town of New Roſs, whoſ@ names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was alſo preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the 
— ag having been made acquainted with an applicatiou 
rom the lord mayor, ſheriffs, commons and citizens of Dublin, 
to the Houſe, praying that a bounty, ſuch as is paid at the out- 
pou of this kingdom on the export of corn, flour or meal, may 

allowed -to — on their exporting the ſame articles from 
Dublin, beg leave to ſtate the evils which ſuch an alteration of 
the law muſt cauſe, not only to the petitioners, but as they moſt 
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humbly conceive, to the kingdom in general ; that the petitioners 
being ſituated on a navigable river, by which the conveyance of 
corn from the neighbouring counties is rendered cheap and ex- 
peditious, have in conſequence erccted ſeveral extenſive ſtores 
tor the reception of grain for exportation, and have (ſrom their 
conſiderable export) evidently encouraged the improvement and 
cultivation of the country around them; that the petitioners 
concelve, that the intention of the legiſlature in granting a 
bounty on corn and flour to Dublin, was to render the ſupply 
of grain ſufficient for the conſumption of the capital; that in 
this meaſure they have evidently 8 and that it will be 
found on examination that the ailize of bread in Dublin (which 
is taken from the average price oi cbrn and flour there) has been 
always larger than in any other part of the kingdom, and con- 
ſequently that the firſt part of the petition from the corporation 
and citizens of Dublin, which ſtates the ſcantineſs of their ſup- 
lies, and their apprehenſions of famine, are not only chimerical 
ut unfounded, calculated to obtain for the corn merchants of 
Dublin a certain ſuperiority over the reſt of the kingdom, to the 
manifeſt injury of every land-holder and farmer in it; that the 
titioners are of opinion, ſhould the merchants of Dublin be al- 
owed a bounty on the export of corn, that the ſupply for the 
city would not only be rendered uncertain, but, poſſibly, in- 
ſufficient, as the liberty to export (with the advantage of bounty 
from thence) would induce the merchants to ſhip from it a great- 
er quantity than could be ſpared from the conſumption of the 
capital, and conſequently that the citizens would be expoſed to 
the dangers of ſcarcity, which from the preſent regular and 
certain {ſupplies for flour and gtain they cannot expect to expe- 
rience; that the petitioners beg leave (in addition to this repre- 
ſentation] to be heard by countel, that they may be enabled, in 
a more correct and fatisiatory manner, to explain the monopoly 
intended by the merchants of Dublin, and the injury the king- 
dom in general muſt ſuſtain ſhould the prayer of the petition 
from the corporation and citizens of Dublin be granted ; and 
therefore praying relief. Ordered to lie on the table and be 
rinted. , 1 
a A petition of the merchants, traders and citizens of the city 
of Limerick, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſeribed, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners 
finding that a petition hath been preſented from the merchants 
of the city of Dublin, praying that a bounty may be allowed on 
the export of corn from that city, the petitioners humbly con- 
ceive that the granting of export bounties on corn, meal, malt, 
flour, &c. from the city of Dublin, whilſt either the coaſt, canal 
or land carriage bounties are permitted to exiſt, on any condi- 
tion whatſoever, would be unjuſt and ruinous to the corn trade 
of the out-ports of this kingdom, and of this province in partt- 
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cular, and might lead to innumerable frauds and perjuries; and 
therc ore praying ther if the bounty be allowed on the export 
of corn from the city of Dublin, that all bounties, either coaſt, 
canal or land carriage ſhould ceaſe. It was alſo ordered to be 
printed. 
———— D7”“7 
Faipay, FEBRUARY 25, 1791. 


A Committee was appointed to try the petition of the Hon. 
John Stratford, and others, complaining of an undue election for 
the county of Wicklow. 


Mr. Typp preſented to the Houſe a bill for the relief of 
perſons who have omitted to quality, 
It was read a firſt time. 3 


. — mn 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1791. 


Read a third time, paſſed, and ordered to 1 Lords, the 
mutiny bill, the Mallahide road bill, and the bill to enable the 
ſeveral grand juries within the province of Munſter at their 
aſſizes, to preſent competent ſums of money for the repair of 
track-ways along navigable rivers, within their ſaid reſpective 
counties, and alſo to cn«ble the grand jury of the county of 
Kildare, to encreaſe the ſalary of the county treaſurer. 

Henry Pilkington and Charles Warren, attended at the bar 
purſuant to the order of the Houſe, and Mr. Pilkington being 
examined, ii formed the Houſe that he had been groſly inſulted 
by Warren, on account of giving evidence before the county of 
Weſtmeath Conunittee. | 
Ordered, that Charles Warren be committed to his Majeſty's 
jail of Newgate, and that the Speaker do iſſue his warrant ac- 
cordingly. | | | 


——  —  — ___—_ 


Monpar, FEBRUAR 28, 1791. 


The Houſe was called cyer in order to ſele& a Committee to 
try the Galway petition—when ſixty Members not appearing, the 
Houſe adjourned to Tueſday. 
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Tuespar, Maxen 1, 1791. 


Mr. SrE HEN Moore, chairman of the county of Dublin 
committee, reported the reſolutions of the committee, which are 
as follow, and were agreed to by the Houſe viz. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that Rich- 
ard Wogan Talbot, Eſq. is not duly elected and returned + 
- mo to ſerve in the preſent Parliament for the county of 

in. | 

Reſolved, Thar it is the opinion of this committee that John 
Finlay, Eſq. was duly elected, and ought to have been returned 
1 to ſerve in the preſent Parliament for the county of 

in. 

The Deputy Clerk of the Hanaper was called in and ordered 
to amend the return for the County of Dublin, by eraſing the 
name of Richard Wogan Talbot, Eſq. and inſcribing the name 
of John Finlay, Eſq. 

Mr. Finlay was then introduced, ſworn in, and took his ſeat 
for the county of Dublin. 115 


Mr. CuxxiINGHAMu, chairman of the county of Wicklow 
Committee, informed the Houſe, that George Turner, a witneſs 
examined before the Committee, had groſiy prevaricated in his 
evidence. Ordered that George Turner be committed to his 
Majeſty's jail of Newgate, and that the Speaker do iſſue his war- 
rant accordingly. 

A 3 of the mayor, aldermen, ſheriffs and common coun- 
eil of the city of Waterford, in common council aſſembled, under 
their common ſeal, was preſented to the Houſe by Mr. Alcock 
and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners having ſeen a copy 
of a petition preſented to the Houſe by the lord mayor, ſheriffs, 
and citizens of Dublin, requeſting that the export bounties on 
corn, grain, meal and flour may he granted to them in like man- 
ner as the other ports in this kingdom, the petitioners humbly 
ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe, that the granting the 
ſaid bounties to the port of Dublin would be giving them a dou- 
ble ium on corn, grain, flour and meal brought into Dublin, 
as they already enjoy an excluſive and much ſuperior benefit by 
the coaſt, canal and land-carriage bounties, which enable the 
millers and farmers of every part of the kingdom, and even the 
moſt diſtant, to ſupply the city of Dublin with corn and flour on 
as cheap or cheaper terms than any other city or town in this 
kingdom, and as cheap as the farmer can ſell them at his own 
door ; the petitioners beg leave to remark that the preſent corn- 
laws in this kingdom have anſwered the moſt ſanguine wiſhes of 
eyery friend to Ireland, having promoted agriculture beyond what- 
ever has been remembered or known, and particularly where moſt 
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wanted, in the interior and exterior parts of the kingdom, im- 
proving lands that have formerly lain waſte, and which are now 
cultivated to the higheſt degree, and thereby promotiug the Wealth 
and population of Ireland; the petitioners therefore apprehend 
and umbly ſubmit to the wiſdom of Parliament, that any addi- 
tion, experiment, or alteration in the corn laws would not be 
adviſeable, whereby the preſent proſperity of the kingdom in 
theſe material articles might in any manner be endangered, which 
petitioners apprehend, by granting the prayer of the Dublin pe- 
tition, they would be. | 

A petition of the mayor, ſheriffs, burgefſes and commons of 
the county of the town of Drogheda, under their common ſeal, 
and of the merchants and traders of the {aid town, and the land- 
holders of the county of Meath and Louth, who have thereunto 
ſubſcribed their names, was preſented ro ths Houſe and read ; 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners have ſeen a petition from the 
lord inayor, theriffs, commons and citizens of Dublin, aud alſo 
a petition from the merchants and traders of Dublin, whoſe 
names are ſubſcribed thereto, praying that the corn export bcunry 
may be extended to the port of Dublin; that the petioners can- 
not conceive the object of ſaid petitions to be any other than to 
obtain ſaid export bounty in addition to the bounties now payable 
on all grain, meal, malt and flour brought to ſaid city by coaſt, 
canal and land carriage, as it is evident that the city of Dublin 
cannot, without enjoying all the ſaid bounries, procure a ſufficient 
ſupply of grain to anſwer for the purpoſes of export, and the 
— tion of its inhabitants; that the ſituation of the metro- 
polis, ſurrounded on the north and welt for ſeveral miles into the 
country by lands neceſſarily appropriated to meadow and paſture, 
and on the South by a mountainous and unimproved country, 
muſt render its port, of all others in the kingdom, the moſt unfit 
for an export of grain, the counties adjoining not yielding half of 
the ſupply — for the conſumption of the city, much leſs to 
_ anſwer the greater purpoſe of export, if not aided by bounties 
conſiderably greater than the other ports enjoy, and whereby the 
grain of diſtant counties may be forced from its natural channel of 
export, the ports which lie-contiguous to its growth deprived of 
that trade which their reſpective ſituations and the bounty of pro- 
vidence has allotted to them, and the manufacturers in the neigh- 
bourhood of thoſe ports materially injured by the deprivation of 
that trade; that the petitioners are further apprehenſive that if 
the city of Dublin ſhall acquire a monopoly of the corn export, 
the ſeveral outports in the kingdom will not only be injured by 
the loſs of that particular trade, but their intercourſe with the 
internal country reſpectively contiguous to them will be in a great 
meaſure cut off, thoſe who bring the produce of the inland coun- 
try to the ſea-ports carrying out with them the ſeveral articles of 
merchandize imported into the ſaid ports, whereby their whole 


% 
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trade and intercourſe with each other is ſupported and maintained; 
that any alteration in the granting or the appropriation of boun- 
ties tending to induce the larmer to prefer a diftant to a contigu- 
ous market muſt prove highly · injurious to agriculture, much ad- 
ditional time muſt be ſpent in attending ſuch diſtant market, he 
muſt keep a number of horſes proportioned to the diſtance he 
ſends his grain, and conſequently a greater proportion of his land 
muſt be taken from tillage and turned to meadow and paſture, and 
a conſiderable quantity ot the oats produced from the remainder 
conſumed by thoſe horſes which otherwiſe would be exported to 
the advantage of the country; that the petitioners conceive that 
the preſent bounties on grain, &c. brought to Dublin, have hi- 
therto operated, and at preſent do effectually operate, to ſecure 
an abundant ſupply for the conſumption of the metropolis, and 
they do affirm that the ſaid petitions have miltated a fact in aſſert- 
ing that bread corn is generally higher in the.city of Dublin than 
in the other cities and towns in Ireland; that it. appears by an ac- 
count taken from the returns of the average prices of grain in 
the ſeveral markets of Ireland, and made up by John Tyyd, Efq. 
paymaſter of corn premiums, from the 8th day of May laſt (the 
earlieſt period for making ſaid returns) to the 5th day of February 
inſtant, and to the ſaid petition aunexed, that the average price 
of wheat in the city of Dublin was generally and in many inſtan- 
ces conſiderably under a medium of the average prices of the 
ether markets in the kingdom taken together, and that upon ſtrik- 
ing a general average for {aid period, that of the whole kingdom 
ſtands at 1]. 6s. 9d; the barrel, and that of Dublin 11. 5s. 5d. 
661 barrel, leaving the price of wheat in the city 1s. 43d. per 
rrel (being more than 5 per cent.) under the general average 
price of the kingdom; that ſituated as the metropolis is, remote 
trom plenty, her carriage bountics alone could have operated to 
keep her prices of grain under a medium of the average prices of 
the kingdom, while the export bounties have operated to keep 
e high in markets ſituated in the midſt of plenty, ſurrounded 
y a country producing nothing but grain, it cannot therefore be 
conſidered that Dublin is the port of the kingdom that can moſt 
ſucceſsfully carry on, maintain and extend the corn trade, or that 
its ſituation peculiarly invites ſuch export, without the aid of 
bounties, partial and oppreſſive to the reit of the kingdom; the 
petitioners therefore rely on the juſtice of the Houſe, that they 
will not ſuffer the out- ports of Ireland to be deprived not only of 
the export of the grain growing at their very doors, but of their 
whole trade and intercourſe with the counties adjoining them ; 
that they will not grant a double bounty to the metropolis for the 
ſole purpoſe of enriching a few individuals, and thereby load the 
nation with an immenſe encreaſe in the expenſe of bounties. 
Theſe petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 
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A petition of the principal merchants and traders reſiding 11 
the town of Belfaſt, whole names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitio- 
ners have learned with much concern, that it has been propoſed 
to the Houſe to lay an additional duty of 8d. per gallon on rum 
imported into this kingdom; the petitioners with all deference 
humbly conceive that ſuch additional duty. or even a part 
thereof, would be highly injurious to the riſing trade of this king- 
dom with the Weſt- Indies; that it would be a ſtrong incentive to 
ſmugzling, and be materially hurtſul to the manufactures of this 
country, the exportation of which would inevitably leſſen in pro- 
portion to the encreaſe of ſmuggling, and to the loſs the fair im- 
porter would ſuſtain in the {ale of rum, which is frequently the 
only article to be obtained in payment for our exports to the Weſt- 
Indies ; the petitioners are further humbly of opinion, that ſuch 
additional duty would operate exceedingly in favour of the pri- 
vate diſtillation of whiſkey, a practiſe baneful in its effects on the 
morals, induſtry, health and good order of the lower claſs of 
men in this kingdom; and therefore praying relief. 

It was ordered to lie on the table, as was alſo, 

A petition of the merchants of the city of Dublin, whoſe names 
are thereunto ſubſcribed, which was preſented to the Houſe and 
read; ſetting forth, that the petioners, with the utmoſt deference to 
to the judgment of the Houſe, beg leave humbly to repreſent, 
that ſhould the intended regulations relative to ſpiritous liquors 
include the article of rum, the riſing trade of Ireland with the 
Weſt-Indies will be ſeriouſly affected by the diſcouragement of a 
return, which at preſent conſtitutes a principal payment to the 
merchants for the produce and manufactures of this kingdom ex- 
ported to the iſlands; that the petitioners beg leave humbly to 
repreſent that the import of rum into this kingdom is leſs than it 
was ſome years ago, that the price of it in the iſlands has been 
for ſome time paſt encreaſing, and therefore no reaſonable ground 
of apprehenſion exiſts that the propoſed regulation on home made 
ſpirits can occaſion an encreaſe in the import of rum; that the pe- 
titioners take the liberty to ſtate that the proportion of the duty 
payable in England between home made ſpirits and rum is conſi- 
derably leſs than it would be in this kingdom ; without including 
rum in the intended regulation, which clearly evinces it to be 
the policy of the Britiſh legiſlature to preſerve ſufficient returns 
for her merchants exporting her produce and manufaQures ; and 
therefore praying that the Houſe will take the ſubjeQ ſeriouſly in- 
to conſideration, and by exempting the article of rum from the 
propoſed regulation avoid endangering a continuance of the very 
great export of linen and other manufactures which has already 
taken place from this kingdom to the Weſt-Indies, ſo highly in- 
tereſting to the induſtry and wealth of Ireland. 
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WepnesDay, Maxcu 2, 1791. 


The following Committee was appointed to try the Galway 
ion. 


F. Ormſby Vandeleur, Henry Wood, 

Right Hon. Theo. Clements, Hon. Hen. Pomeroy, 

Hon. Hen. Skeffington, J. Blenerhaſſet, 

Thomas Oſborne, John Finlay, 

8. Hayes, R. Graydon, 
Thomas Neſbit, Hon. Wm. Forward, 

6 Richardſon, . Cradock, 

Lord Jocelyn. | 


Mr. Lodge Morres reported from the committee on the Antrim 


ion, | | 

That the Hon. John Skeffington was dulv elected and returned, 
and— That the Hon. Chic. Skeflington was not duly elected and 
returned: 

Alſo, that the petitioner, Skeffington Thompſon, was not duly 
elected, and ought not to have been returned; and that the re- 
turning officer had acted legally and impartially. 

A new writ was ordered to iſſue for electing a Burgeſs, in the 
room of the H qu. Chic. Skeffington. 


Mr. Jon x ONeiL reported from the committee on the Liſ- 
more election, | 

That Sir Henry Cavendiſh, Bart. was not duly eleQed or re- 
turned for Liſmore ; 

That Robert Paul was duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned; and that the returning officer had acted ignorantly and 
iregularly—but not corruptly. | 
+ The Houſe ordered the Clerk of the Hanaper to eraſe the name 
of Sir Henry Cavendiſh, Bart. from the roll of Parliament, and 
to inſert that of Robert Paul; which being done, Mr. Paul took 
the oaths and his ſeat. 

The following bills were read a third time and paſſed. 

A bill to — the bounties pay able on certain manufaQures 
of the kingdom. 

The American trade bill. 

A petition of the owners and occupiers of bolting - mills in the 
the 2 of Kilkenny, built ſince the act granting a bounty on 
the inland carriage of flour to Dublin, whoſe names are thereun- 
to ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, 
that the petitioners are under the greateſt apprehenſions leaſt the 
preſent ſyſtem of corn laws may be changed, and leaſt many of 
them and their families may thereby be reduced tothe utmoſt diſ- 
treſs ; that they were encouraged to build or to rent ſaid mills, 


not by any bounty upon the building them, but by their reliancy 
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on the conſtancy of a ſyſtem of laws paſſed by the legiſlature, 
amended by that legiſlature after experience and conſideration, 
and praiſed in the moſt emp hatical terms from the throne; that 
the lum expended on thoſe mills was not ſo little as 40, cool. that 
the rents which certain of the petitioners have covenanted to pay 
are very conſiderable, and will be ruinous to ſeveral induſtrious 
families, unleſs Parliament ſhall pleaſe to paſs a law annullin 
all contracts for rent for buildings which will no longer be of any 
ſervice ; the petitioners forbear to mention the great advantages 
which have accrued to agriculture by means of flour mills, but 
humbly preſent to the Houſe their own ſituation, if it ſhall 
pleaſe the wiſdom of Parliament to render uſeleſs ſo many edi- 
tices, raiſed by induſtrious men on the faith of Parliament, they 
humbly confide that Parliament will not ſuffer them and their fa- 
milies to be undone ; they know of no other purpoſe to which 
their mills can be converted, and they humbly confide in the 
juſtice of the Houſe to buy from them the mills they have erect- 
ed for ſuch ſums as they ſhall prove to have been expended there- 
on; and ngherefore praying relief. | 


Six Joun BLacquiere roſe to mention to the Houſe, a ſub- 
ject of the moſt lamentable and diſtretling nature—a ſubje& which 
ought to intereſt their feelings as men and Chriſtians—a ſubject 
which could he ſuppoſe it poſſible for them to neglet—he did 
not ſee how they could ſtand excuſed in the ſight of God or man, 
it was a grievous and a crying neceſlity, and ought not for one 
moment to be diſregarded, —It was the ſtate of the Foundling 
Hoſpital, to which he begged to call their attention—a charity ſo 
ill conducted, that it would be the moſt humane thing the Houſe 
could do, to aboliſh it altogether, rather than let it continue in 
its preſent ſlate. He did not wiſh to criminate any body, but he 
again repeated it, that it would be ſupreme charity to aboliſh the 
intticution alcogether, rather than allow it to continue in its pre- 
ſent ſtate. „ 

The laws under which the Foundling Hoſpital had been eſta- 
bliſhed, he conſidered as the ſource of all the evils which had 
found their way into the inſtitution ; by theſe laws three hundred 
perſons, chiefly Peers and Members ot Parliament, were appoin- 
ted the Governors; no bye-law could be framed without twenty- 
one governors were preſent ; and yet from the firſt day of the in- 
ſtitution, twenty-one governors had never been found at the board, 
unleſs when ſome ottice or employment was to be given away; 
but to obviate the neceſſity of their attendance, they had dele- 
gated all their authority to the treaſurer of the hoſpital, and he, 
though perhaps a very worthy man, from ill health had been 
confined to his bed for the laſt fix years. | 

Sir John then proceeded, he ſaid with infinite reluQance, to 
mention ſome circumſtances 700 — for the ear, and which, 


Vor, xh 
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for the honour of the country, we think it beſt to conceal —fuf. 
fice it to ſay, that he ſtated the number of infants rceived on an 
average for the three laſt years, at 2180 per annum, and out of 
this number no leſs than 2087 were dead or unaccounted for. 

To remedy the dreadful abuſes complained of, and to make 
the Foundling Hotpiral a charity indeed, he propoſed to repeal 
all the laws under which that inſtitution ſubſiſts, and to bring 
in a bill to put it entirely on another footing ; which, if in tbe 
ſpace of two years ſhould not be found effectual, he would pro- 
poſe to aboliſh the Foundling Hoſpital altogether, 

*Fhe out-line of his bill was this: — To give as little offence 
as poſſible, he propoſed to continue the preſent Governors by 
name ; but as In time they muſt drop oft by death and other 
cauſes, he propoſed that their places thould not be ſupplied till 
the whole number ſliould be reduced to 37; to theſe he would 
add 19 Directors, armed with great powers—and on the Go- 

vernors he would impoſe an oath, faithfully to perform their 
duty: whoever ſhould reſuſe this oath ſhould be diſqualified. 

As the expences of the Holpital might, in his opinion, be di- 
minithed, perhaps one half, he was ready to diminiſh the tax; 
and as extending the tax to all houſes within two miles in a right 
line of the Caitle, had been a fruitful ſource of trouble and 
vexation, he would, as a beginning, confine it to houſes within 
the Circular-road. He would alſo take into the Foundling Hol- 
Pital the children of the Houſe of Induſtry ; and inſtead of feed- 
ing the priſoners in Bridewell with the proviſions of the Found- 
ling Hoſpital, he would oblige the city Grand Juries to preſent 
for the proviſions of ſuch priſoners. : 

But there was one part of his ſcheme on which he chiefly 
relied for ſucceſs— that was, an attempt which he u ould make 
ro induce the ladies of Ireland to become guardians and protec- 
treſſes of the unfortunate infantsthrown upon the public charity: 
To this end, he hoped, that in each county there ſhould be a 
committee cf eleven perſons—ladies as well as gentlemen ; that 
no nurſe thould be employed but by their recommendation; that 
on their certificate, the nurſes ſhould be paid their wages at the 
Places of their abode, and thereby obviating the neceſſity of their 
taking long and expenſive journies to Dublin; from this part of 
his . he repeated it; he expected much —he had con- 
verſed with many ladies on it, and they were all anzious and 
zealous to bear à part in it; indeed, ſrom the tenderneſs and 
charity of the ſex, leſs could not be expected. 

Big John concluded, with moving leave to bring in the bill al- 

ro. ; — 


The Provosr ſeconded the motion. —He thought that every 
truſtee for the public ſhould act under the ſanction of an oath ; 
and he agreed with the Right Pon. Centleman, that much waſte 
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of the public money had been committed. thro' the inattention 

of the Governors of the Fourdling Hoſpital. He aſſured the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, he would be happy to aſſiſt him in his 
humane undertaking } and the rather as he had known him un- 
dertake many molt difficult and arduous ſubjeQs for the public 
benefit, but never once without ſucceſs. 


Mr. Haves faid, he thought it neceſſary to explain ſome points 
on which the Right Hon. Gentleman had touched, leſt, for a 
moment, the country in which he reſided (Wicklow) and where 
many of the foundling children were nurſed, ſhould ſuffer in the 
pubiic opinion: He believed it was true, that vaſt multitudes of 
infants died in the Foundling Hoſpital ; and he believed the 
great proportion died in Dublin before they were fent out to 
nurſe at all, Out of one thouſand, nine hundred died in the 
houſe in Dublin, generally under three weeks old, and this 
without any juſt blame to the ſervants of the houſe; for he un- 
derſtood from great medical authority, that a vaſt nuinber of the 
children were, from their birth, infected with a diſeaſe, which, 
in infants, cannot be cured till they acquire a certain degree of 
ſtrength. Of the number ſent to the country, and who live to 
leven or eight years, very few are returned to the Hoſpital, the 
affection of the nurſes generally inducing them to adopt them 
into their own families. This was an apparent diniinution, but 
certainly not from an inhuman diſpoſition in the poor nurſes. 


The CHAN cELLOR oF Thr EXCHEQUER expreſſed his aſto- 
niſhment at what the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated. Twenty 
children dying out of twenty-one! and this ſyſtem maintained 
under the name of charity! He would not think he did his duty 
to the public, if he neglected to purſue enquiry on the ſubject. 
He therefore moved, that the Commutee ſhould fic again on the 
ſtate of the Foundling Hoſpital, in order, on their report, to 
ground ſoine effectual meaſure. 


Dr. Bxowne ſaid, it had been his fate to ſee meaſures often 
brought forward . under prerence of preventing jobbing ; but 
which were themſelves greater jobs than thoſe they affected to 
correct. He was lure ſuch a thing could not happen in the pre- 
ſent caſe ; but in remedying the defects complained of, he truſt- 
ed the Right Hon. Gentleman would have ſpecial attention to 
prevent jobs. 5 

Leave was given to Sir John Blaquiere to urn in a bill, and 
the Committee were ordered to fit again on this ſubject. 


Lo RD De LVIN moved, that a bill this day received from the 
Lords for the encouragement of planting trees, &c. be read: 
8 2 
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This he did, in order that the Houſe might ſee it was a money 
bill, which their Lordfhips had attempred ro ori ginate ; and that 
as Tuch it ought to be kicked out of the Houſe. 

The clerk accordingly proceeded to read the bill, till it came to 
2 clauſes which enad, * That certain fines ſhall be laid ufon the 


Sutjed for cutting or having in poſſeſſion trees or parts of trees un- 


certain circumſtances.” 

The Speaker then roſe, and declared the bill to be ſuch as the 
Houle ought not to receive from the Lords; whereupon Mr. John 
Wolfe moved, that it be rejected; it was rejected accordingly. 


—— ——o—— —— OO 


© TauxsDay, March 3, 1791. 


Read a third time and pafſed—T he Bill for granting 50001. to 
the Dublin Society. | | 

The Bill for granting 4,000]. to the truſtees of the linen ma- 
nufacture. 

The Bill for granting ſeveral ſums therein mentioned to certain 
pious and charitable uſes. | 

The Loan Bill. | | 

The Bill for regulating and extending the tobacco, ſugar, ant 
coffee trade. 

The French treaty Bill. 


Mr. Rz1T.Lv, Chairman of the county Weſtmeath Committee, 
reported the reſolutions of the committee, which were agreed to 
by the Houſe, and are as follow: 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that Wil- 
liam Hancock, Eſq. was not duly elected and returned a Mem- 
ber to ſerve in the prefent Parliament for the county of Weſt- 
meath. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion ef this committee, that Wil- 
liam Smyth, Eſq. was duly elected, and ought to have been re- 
turned a Member to ſerve in the prefent Parliament for the 
county of Weſtmeath. | 

The deputy Clerk of the —_ attended, purſuant to order, 
and amended the return, by croſſing the name of William Han- 
cock, Eſq. and inſerting the name of William Smyth, Eſq. 

Mr. Reilly alſo reported, that Thomas Donoughoe had groſsly 
prevaricated in his evidence before the committee; and the notes 
of his evidence being read by the clerk, it was ordered that 
Thomas Donoughoe be taken into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at 
Arms, and that Mr. Attorney General do proſecute him ex offcio. 

Mr. Uniacke preſented a petition from the mayor and corpo- 
ration of the town of Youghal—Alſo, A petition from the mer- 
chants and traders of the town of Youghal, praying that no al- 
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teration may t2ke place in the preſent code of corn laws. —Order- 
ed to lie on the table and ordered that the petition be printed. 

Mr. Grattan preſented a bill for the improvement of bar- 
ren land, which was read a firſt time; but there was no day men- 
tioned for its ſecond reading, and it was ordered that the bill be 
printed. 5 
. Mr. Carleton, chief Conſtable of the diſtricts of the metropo- 
lis, preſented at the bar an account of the number of policemen 
on guard in the city of Dublin. Ordered to lie on the table. 

n the order of the day for the third reading of the great mo- 
ney bill Mr. Hutchinſon moved, by way of amendment to the 
bill, that the duty on rum be 2s. and 11d. three farthings per 
gallon, inſtead of 3s. 7d. 

This brought on a very long and deſultory debate. 

Mr. Hutchinſon's motion was ſupported by Mr. John O'Neil, 
Mr. Graydon, Vir. Grattan, and the Secretary of State; and it 
was oppoled by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir Hercules 
Langrithe, Mr. Maſon, Captain Burgh, Mr. Cooke, and Major 
Hobart; and on the Speaker putting the queſtion on Mr. Hutchin- 
ſon's amendant, the Houſe divided, when the numbers were, 

For the amendment, — 20 
Againſt it, — — 53 
The bill was then read a third time and paſſed. 


—ů —— . — —— 
Faipay, MARCH 4, 1791. 


The following members were ſelected to try the petition of the 
freeholders of the county Down: : | 
8. Freemantle, Elq. Edw. King, Eſq: 
D. B. Daly, Eſq. Dr. Browne, 
Sir R. Muſgrave, - Lord Headfort, 
Tho. Barton, Eſq. Lord Delvin. 
Francis Leigh, Elq. Charles Stewart, Eſq. 
C. Tottenham, of Pal Wm. Pennefather, 
licurry, Efq. | Wain. Meade Ogle, Eſq. 
Hon. I. Packenham, N. L. Tottenham, Eſq, 


Mr. G. PoxnsonsBy moved for an account of the quantity and 
value of all goods, the produce of the Eaſt-Indies, imported into 
this kingdom for the laſt eight years, ſpecifying the particular 
amount cach year.—Ordered. 


Mr. Cpyxxx reported from the Liſburn committee, that the Rev. 
Richard Carleton, having been ſummoned, did not attend the 
laid committee. | 

The Rev. Richard Carleton was ordered to be taken into cuſ- 
tody of the Serjeant at Arms for ſaid offence, | 
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Mr. GrxaTTAN moved for leave to bring in a bill to ſecure the 
freedom of election, by diſqualifying revenue officers from voting 
for Members to ſerve in Parliament. Leave given. | 


Mr. Foxes moved for leave to bring in a bill to diſqualify 
any perſon bolding any place from the crown, created aſter a cer- 
» tain period, from ſitting in either Houſe of Parliament: 


Leave given. - 


Mr. GrATTAN moved, that the clerk ſhould read the various 
petitions preſented by the different bodies corporate to the Houle, 
praying a repcal of the police eſtabliſhment. 

The titles were accordingly read—they amounted in number 
to eleven. | | 

Mr. Grattan ſaid, aſter having proved by the experience of a 
number of years, that no inſtitution was more obnoxious to the 
citizens that no inſtitution could be more extr2vagant—and that 
no inſtitution could be Jeſs productive of advantages to the public; 
it now remained for the wiſdom of the Houte to correct the ſyſ- 
tem, which had neither anſwered the ends of public peace, of 
private protection, or of any neceſſary economy, He would 
therefore propoſe a reſolution, carrying on it no edge that could 
Injure, no ſeverity that could offend any man; but which, with- 
out impoſing any humiliation, might be adopted, even by thoſe 
Who had originally voted for the police, or — had ſince ſuppor- 

ted it. He then moved, 

That the eſtabliſhment of the police in the city of Dublin, 
has been an experiment attended with conſiderable expenſe, with- 
Qut y adequate advantages; and that it is now neceſſary 
to eſtabliſh a guard under the direction of the different pariſhes, 
and ſubject to the ſuperintendance of the Lord Mayor.” 
- Am i, ſaid Mr, Grattan,” to ſuppoſe, this motion will be re- 
ſiſted? I hope it will not; and if not, I ſhall next move leave to 
bring in a bill to give it effect. 1 


Mr. Maso n ſaid, for one, I certainly will oppoſe it, as I think 
it utterly unfounded. | Bt 
- Mr. GraTtTan.—Then I am very ſorry J muſt again canvaſs 
this buſineſs, ſo very offenſive tothe public. Iam very ſorry mutt 
again go over a ſubject of ſo much odium ; a taſk to which I am 
_ compelled by men, whoſe puerile obſtinacy, and ſtubborn ſtupid- 
ity, is more eaſily rebuked than reformed—which it is eaſier to 
humble than corret. 1 8 | 
The police was the meaſure of the old court, which returned 
to power a ſhort time before the eſtabliſhment of that inſtitution, 
and which e with them thoſe principles which diſguſt and 
diſtreſs the people. Their firſt principle was to eſtabliſſi them- 
ſelves by corruption and coercion: corruption and coercion, by 
which any man, any boy, or any girl can govern. They knew 
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the importance of che city of Dublin; they knew that great cor- 
porate cities were the domiciliaries of liberty; that there the 
maintained herſelf in ſpite of tyranny; they remembered the 
glorious ſtruggle of London againft the Stuarts; they had not for- 
got that Dublin, in the year 1780, had come forth with a decla- 
ration of rights which, as individuals, they could not deny, 
and which as a body they dared not ailert. It therefore became 
their object to ſecure the ſilence of the city on great national queſ- 


tions—this they elected by cagyuprion, and at the fame time they 


endeavoured to eſtabliſhi a force ſufficient to coerce the people. 
They ſaw, they knew, that queſtions affecting your free trade, 
that queſtions aflecting your free conſtitution might come forward ; 
and they {aw the necctlity of putting into the hands of the magil- 
trates they had gained, a force ſufficient to protect the ſupporters 
of thoſe meaiures; they knew that men who feared nor to incur 
a blailed reputation, might have fears of another nature—and 
they reſolved to protect them with an army in the hands of the 
magiſtrates they had corrupted ; and thus might coercion encou- 
rage corruption to aſſume a bolder tone within thoſe walls. 

The miniſter, therefore, judiciouſly reſorted to two inftru- 
ments; a place army, and a penſional magiſtracy; the one was to 
give boldneſs to corruption in Parliament, and the other to give 
the miniſter's influence a patronage in the city. Their means 
were this police cftabliſhment; the plan they did not entirely 
frame—they found it—a bill had ſhewn its face in the Englith 
Houſe of Commons for a moment, and had been turned out of 
the doors immediately; a ſcavenger would have found it in the 
ſtreets of London; the groaping hands of the Iriſh miniſtry pick- 
ed it up, and made it the law of the land, and a code for the city; 
this bill had not the trace of a legiſlative head, nor the mould 
or frame of a legiſlative hand; its firſt idea was radically wrong; 
it propoſed to ſuperſede the Lord Mayor in his own city, that 
magiſtrate to whoſe care the charter and conſtitution of the ca- 
pital had committed the force of the metrepolis, and the peace 
of the city; the bill ſuperſeded his authority, and put in his 
place, under the name of commiilioner of police, a perpetual 
dictator of Dublin; this perpetual dictator was to command horſe 
and foot, and was himſelf to be under the command of the court. 
His power was detailed through a number of inferior officers ; 


aldermen, treaſurers, conitables, clerks, ſecretaries, agents and 


attornies, all dependant on the miniſter, and all independent of 
the city. The army over which this numerous conimiſſion of pa- 


tronage was to command, was itſelf as ignorantly and miſchievouſly - 


_ conſtituted, as the officers by whom it was to be directed; their 
office was that of caption and arreſt, and yet they were armed 
with an inſtrument, not of caption, but of death; a is ul 
watch was armed with a firelock and bayonet, which it could u 

but to murder; the lantern and the catchpole were taken awa 


* 
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from them, and thus they became a mongril army; that is, they 
had the arms of ſoldiers, without the order or diſcipline, 
and, therefore, became bad ſoldiers and bad citizens. 

The pretence for this eſtabliſhment was as idle and impudent 
as the eſtabliſhment itſelf was improper and miſchievous. The 
Miniſter ſtated certain riots in 1784, as a ground for eſtabliſhin 

a police in 1786; this guard of 85 was to quell a diſturbance 
that had ceaſed two years before. its commencement ; a diſtur- 
bance which aroſe from cauſes nqulonger exiſting, and which, 
if the cauſe of the difturbance did now exiſt, the Police might 
inflame, but could not ſuppreſs. 

This eſtabliſhment, with ſuch a view, and of ſuch a con- 
ſtruction, aud under ſuch a pretence, having taken place, after 
a year and a half experience, became a ſubject for parliamentary 
inquiry; in that inquiry it appeared, that the police guard had 
become a nuifance—had impriſoned the citizens—had levied 
fines upon them—had thrown their children, without pretence, 
into the watch-houſe, and detained them all night among com- 
mon proſtitutes—had ſuffered robberies to be commirted in their 
guard-houſe—had refuſed to interfere, and had, by their own 
riotous and lawleſs proceedings, involved themſelves in a train 
of litigation, to be added to all their other miſchiefs ; litigation 
to be paid by the public, in conſequence of outrages commitred 
upon the public. It appeared on that 1nveſtigation, that the 
perſons injured by the police guard had applied to the police 
magiſtrates ; it appeared that thoſe magiſtrates had given no re- 
dreſs, ſeldom at their office—generally at the tavern. Theſe 
men, like the Turk, were, indeed, the cauſe of much ſuffer- 
ing; but, like the Turk, inacceſſible to complaint. They ap- 
peared to have paid as little attention to the application of he 
citizens, as the miniſter had paid to the complaints of the people. 
What was the reſult of all this diſcovery? You would have 
expected that the Houſe of Commons would have interpoſed, 
after ſuch clear and explicit information. It would have felt in- 
dignation at {ſuch public negle@ and outrage. No, the majority, 
that is, the miniſter and his phalanx, abetted theſe abuſes; they 
entered with a kindred warmth into the protection of outrage, 
of negligence, of exaction, and of inſult ; of abuſed power, and 

lazy, inſolent authority—ſtatements which ſhould have made 
an honeſt miniſtry ſerious—made them merry. They were fa- 
cetious on the ſufferings of the citizens they were juvenile they 
were accomplices. The little criminal of the adminiſtration too 

with the criminal of the police. They knew perfectly well, 
that the police had not failed their expectations; for they knew 
it was not a guard to protect the innocent train of A ei- 
tizens, but to cover and ſhield the voting tribe of ſervile cours 
tlers. 8 
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Thus diſmiſſed by a court, as profligate as the police, the 
citizen waited for another year, until, in 1789, a committee ſat 
to inquire into the expence of the police eſtabliſhment. It then 
appeared, that in two years and a half, they had expended 
51,000].—thar, of that ſum, ſomewhat leſs than 10,000]. a year 
was for the guard, and the remainder, about 10,000]. a year, 
for the patronage and its incidents. It appeared that the mana- 
gers of the inſtitution had gone into various ridiculous and cri- 
minal articles of charge : "Their furniture—their ſtationary— 
their ſervants—their improvident contracts, furniſhed the com- 
mittee with abundance of matter, and ſhewed that the eſtabliſh- 
ment had been as prodigal of money, as negligent of duty. 
Thus it appeared, from the labours of the two inquiries, that 
the city had paid amply, not for protection, but injury, for be- 
ing beaten, abuſed, and inſulted ; and that the miniſter had not 

iven them a guard, but had put his guard upon them, which 
Rd to protect his minions at the expence both of their perſon 
and property. But the labours of the ſecond inquiry were as ill 
received as thoſe of the firſt ; and the ſame fatal averſion to the 
citizen, and the fame termagant ſpirit of the miniſtry prevailed. 
The intemperate and indecent court rejected the report with the 
little feminine fire of a ſcold, and left the police unpunithed, 
and the city unredreſſed. Permit ine to ſay, I can hardly con- 
demn the perſons who are concerned in the police eſtabliihment. 
It is the miniſter ; he is the inventor ; he 1s the protector, and 
he is anſwerable to the city for the crimes of that eſtabliſhment. 

There are ſome inſtitutions which, from the preſiding genius 
that governs their birth, point to evil, and * — all the miſ- 
chiefs and malignity of their future operations. When once a 
court preſumes to model a corporation, and put its own guard 
on the citizens, it is not the magiſtrate, it is not the watchman, 
it is the meddling and miſchieyous miniſter; he is the object to 
the public, and he is the public enemy. Thete men had been, 
perhaps, excellent magiſtrates, if not contaminated by an illicit 
connexion with him. Theſe guards had been, perhaps, excel- 
lent watchmen, if they had been the watch of the city, inſtead 
of being the hired raggamuffins of that miniſter, and the corrupt 
court that depends on him. We do not now propoſe a farther 
exainination, becauſe we cannot forget the fate of the paſt ; but, 
we find, from their own accounts, that the police expences are 
now nearly what they were at firſt. Their own return of the 
groſs charge for the year 1790, is 18,000]. per annum; for the 
year 1789, the ſame. As to their efficacy, we can produce evi- 
dence of robbery committed contiguous to the guard-houſe, and 
in the neighbourhood of the police-houſe! We can produce evi- 
dence of their refuſal to 1 a robber, and of their putting 
the perſon robbed in the guard-houſe for making a noiſe, and 
then demanding of him drink-money; and then propoſing te 
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the ſervant to ſell his maſter's hat, in order to procure liquor; 
it was the caſe of the ſervant of a Member now in this Houlc, 
We can produce evidence that perſons have been put in the 
watch-houſe without any adequate cauſe, detained part of the 
night without any redreſs from the magiſtrates to whom they 
applied, and finally diſcharged by the watch on paying money, 

Sir, I have a meaſure to propoſe, if you ſhould think the 
preſent police eltabliſhment ought to be given up: I ſhould pro- 
pole a guard, not of 500 men, but of 700 in winter, and 500 
in ſummer, paying them what they now receive net. The pay 
of this guard would coſt about 8oool. per annum. I would 
preſerve the 40 conſtables, at 251. per ann. which would make 
the whole goool. 

Sir, the city tax alone, according to the paving return, i; 
' 20,6001. which would ſupply that charge, other expences, and 
leave a redundancy for clothing. There are two other taxes 
which amount to 2000l. a year, the regiſter of carriages and 
licenſes: add theſe to the other, and you may well give up your 
tax on carriages. | 
I would have one office on each fide of the water, where the 
aldermen ſhould preſide by rotation. I would leave the watch 
or City guard under the direction of the pariſhioners, and the 
whole under the direction of the lord mayor. The expence of 
theſe two diviſional houſes, and of any clerks the lord mayor 
might find it neceſſary to employ, could not be much, and would 
be eaſily paid out of the taxes. I would retain the city tax—the 
regiſter of carriages and the licenſes ; then you would have 
more watchmen, equally well paid, and leſs taxes, and no in- 
fluence. He then moved the reſolution, | 


The ArTorxner General. —The reſolution goes to declare, 
4 That the eſtabliſhment of the police in the city of Dublin, 
has been an experiment attended with conſiderable expence, 
without producing adequate advantages; and that it is now ne- 
ceſſary to eſtabliſh a guard under the direction of the different 
- pariſhes, and ſubje& to the ſuperintendance of the Lord Mayor. 

The Right Hon. Mover has ſupported his argument by an aſ- 
ſumption of facts, which are unfounded. 

He ſtates, that the police are plunderers—that they are rob- 
bers—that they are extortioners—that the eſtabliſhment is at- 
tended with profuſion—that it is attended with general odium, 
and that it ought to be diſcontinued ; all which poſitions I do 
moſt poſitively deny. | | 
The Right Hon. Gentleman ſtates, and all his ſtatements go 
to the ſame period—the firſt 'two years; that the expences was 

enormous. Cir, in the firſt two years are comprehended a va- 
riety of great and heavy expence, which neceſſarily occurred in 
. the outſet of this eſtabliſhment, and which never can occur again; 


. 
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in thoſe years is included the charge of horſe, which has ſince 
been diſcontinued, and, perhaps, in thoſe years were included 
the coſt of ſome errors, which {ubſequent experience has cor- 
rected, but to which all new inftitutions are liable. It was, 
therefore, not a fair ground of argument to take the expence of 
an eſtabliſhment of five years back, as a reaſon for aboliihing it 
now, when the expence has been invch diminithed, and when 
any errors (which want of experience night have introduced) are 
corrected; he ought to ſtate the preſent expence, which has 
been reduced from more than twenty, to leſs than ſixteen thouſand 
ounds per annum, and on that expence only he thould argue. 
In the laſt year the expence of the military part of the eſta- 
bliſhment did not come up to 13,0001. the civil part to 1gyooL. 
and there is ground to hope it may hereafter be ſtill lower, It 
is ſtated, that the guard is inciieQual—thar they don't do their 
duty; for my part, I think the guard periealy effectual; that 
they do their duty, for their number, incomparably well; the 
ſituation of our fireets. the ſecurity of property prove it. But 
were we to make any allowance for the oppoſition they meet from 
the inhabitants, whoſe du'y and whoſe intereſt it is, and whoſe 
wiſdom it ſhould be to ſupport them, we would wonder how 
they could do their duty at all. Every art has been employed to 
make them odious ; every encouragement that malice could ſug- 
geſt, has been given to the citizens to inſult them; every e- 
deavour has been tried to inflame the minds of the people. In 
the very outſet, the name police. was invented to make them 
odious. . In the ad of Parliament they were called watchmen ; 
but that name would not anſwer the purpoſe of party ; 
they were called by the offenſive name, police, and the mob 
was ſet at them, to prevent, as far as might be, their efficiency. 
Every one admits, that the old watch was perfectly moons 3 
yet wretched as they were, the tax for maintaining them was a 
ſhilling in the pound on the houſes, as rated for the miniſter's 
money. The tax now for an efteQual guard is one ſhilling and 
ſixpence in the pound, rated as in the former caſe ; and from 
this tax, houſes not rated at five pounds are exempt. The 
whole amount of tax on houſes for the preſent eftabliſhment is 
not g00o], The former tax ſor the old watch was more than 
60001. and yet the citizens of this great and opulent city cry 
out, they are ruined and undone by the enormous expence of 
the police! But when they had the jobbing of the watchmen 
in their hands; when from fix to ſeven thouſand pounds were 
thrown away for no protection at all, they could diſcover no im- 
propriety in it ; but who will believe, when they make this out- 
cry, tbey ſpeak from their hearts? Who is ſo ignorant as not 
o know that they have another object in it? 
We are told, Sir, that a Committee ſat three or four years 
ago, and that it appeared to them that a child was infulved, and 
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| N 
that a watchman miſbehaved, and that an alderman got drunk, 
and other enormities equally grievous. ' Sir, when gentlemen 
are obliged to go back to ſearch for ſuch weighty charges, three 
or four years, it is the very beſt proof that can be given of the 
good order and proper conduct of the watchmen and their di- 
reQors ; for it is certain, if any more modern cauſe of complaint 
could be diſrovered, it would not have eſcaped their induſtry ; 
but gentlemen confine their inquiry to the firit and ſecond years 
of the eſtabliſhment, conſcious that at preſent they could find 
no cauſe of complaint. | 
Sir, whoever looks to the petitions on your table will ſee that 
they are the overitated language of prejudice and party. No 
man reſpects the petitions of the people more than I would, but 
I would not pay regard to them merely from their number; 1 
would examine the juſtneſs of their grounds, and if we examine 
them, how will every unprejudiced man be aſtoniſhed at the 
overſtrained language of party which appears in thoſe? Who is 
the man that can aſſent to the poſition that we are not protect- 
ed? Compare our preſent ſituation with that of the years pre- 
ceding the preſent eſtabliſnment. Is there a city in Europe of 
equal magnitude, in which crimes ſo ſeldom occur as at preſent 
in the city of Dublin? There is not. What was its fituation 
} formerly ?—riots, murders, robberies ! Do you want proof that 
they have diminiſhed, examine the records of the Courts of 
Criminal Judicature; there you will ſee how amazingly the 
number of crimes has been reduced ſince this eſtabliſhment : in- 
quire of the Judges, they will tell you what numbers of watch- 
men they have thought it juſt to recommend to reward for their 
honeſty and activity in detecting and bringing offenders to juſtice : 
Examine the accounts of the Impreſt — you will ſee 
that above two hundred pounds have been paid at the recom- 
mendation of the Judges: yet this is the eſtabliſhment that we- 
are told is ineffeQual tor the preſervation of the peace. Among 
the many charges inade againſt the police is one, that the fix- 
pence in the pound levied on for the Foundling Hoſpital, was laid 
on for the police; the anſwer ta this is very eaſy, it was laid 
on two or three years before the police was eſtabliſhed; another 
is, that their influence in the corporation of the city has made 
the citizens ſlaves. Now I defire to know in what this has ap- 
peared. Have they, in any one inſtance, copformed to the wiſhes 
of Government? Or could it be ſuppoſed that 19ool. could 
ſway the great and opulent Corporation of Dublin? No; on 
- the contrary, they are more alarmed and watchful than before. 
Another is, that a venal majority, which might intend to over- 
turn your Free Trade, would find protection againſt the nation 
under this army of 500 men; the idea, Sir, is too ridiculous for 
a ſerious anſwer ; the meaneft man, who in the meaneſt porter- 
houſe in this city, makes ſpeeches againſt the Police, would be 
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aſhamed to uſe it. Sir, I oppoſe the motion, becauſe its aſſerti- 
ons are unfounded ;—becaule | feel the protection derived from 
the eſtabliſhment ; becauſe I ſee its expence every day reduc- 
ing e becauſe the plan propoſed in its place would not be 
eſt ect ual. - | 


Mr. Mas ox oppoſed the motion on nearly the ſame ground. 


Major DovikE replied to the Attorney General; I ſee, Sir, 
ſaid he, That if reaſons were as plenty as blackberries, we 
Mould have none - them; elſe from the abilities of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, and the energy and vehemence with which he 
has exerted them, we ſhould have heard ſome arguments to juſ- 
tiiy his oppoſition to the motion of his Right Hon. Friend. Let 
the Houſe judge of the ſucceſs of his attempt. It is ſaid. Sir, 
that this is one of thoſe queſtions which are brought forward year 
after year, and defeated as often ; as to the defeat, we have but 
to deplore it but gentlemen may reſt aſſured, that they ſhall 
never ceaſe to hear the complaint, ſo long as the grievance ſhall 
continue to exiſt; and it is the firſt time I have ever heard, that 
a burden becomes lighter, in proportion to the continuance of its 
preſſure. It is inſinuated that the meaſure did not originate with 
the preſent adminiſtration, and therefore not — to them. 
This would be a puerile argument, were the adminiſtration even 
totally changed; for ſurely the continuance of a meaſure, found, 
upon experience, oppreſſive and reprobated, is as bad (if not 
worſe) than originating it as a ſpeculative experiment, and in po- 
litical, as well as moral ill, “ The receiver is not much better than 
the thief.” But, Sir, ſo far from Adminiſtration being totally 
changed, it is preciſely the ſame. I confider that veſſel virtually 
the "3 from which no plank (even the rotteneft) is removed, 
which is poſſeſſed by the ſame crew, and ſteers preciſely the ſame 
courſe, although it might happen that a new wooden figure was 

laced at its head, from whence the veſſel ſhould derive irs name. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman admits the firſt years were extrava- 
gant, that the preſent year is more moderate, and defires us to 
go only to that, while, at the ſame time, he himſelf goes back 
to the diſorderly behaviour of the people in 1784, as a juſtifica- 
tion for the inſtitution of the Police in 1786, and the exorbitant 
oppreſſion of that eſtabliſhment to the preſent moment. But I 
accept his challenge; and as he has gone into a ſtatement of fi- 
res, I hope the Houſe will excufe me if I uſe the ſame weapons; 
and I truſt 1 ſhall be able to prove, to the ſatisfaction of every man 
I have the honour. to 3 that the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
ſtatement and his deductions from it, are equally erroneous. I 
am glad the Right Hon. Gentleman has reſorted to figures; they 
are better than aſſertions ; and I rejoice alſo, that the Houſe is 
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fo very full, as every man may now judge for himſelf on the me- 
xits of the queſtion. 

Gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe are very fond of ap- 
pealing to the example of England, in which they are, in many 
inſtances, certainly right. I with they would follow her in the 
preſent inſtance, for they certainly manage thoſe matters better in 
England. Every one who has lived much 1n London, muſt allow, 
that the peaceable inhabitant is there well protected; and it will 
alſo be allowed, that London is at leaſt as well able to pay for 
fuch protection as the city of Dublin. Now, in order to mark 

extravagance of your Police ſyſtem, I ſhall compare it with 
the eſtabliſhment of London, with that of Weſtminſter, and 
wich that of the late watch of this city. 

'The expence of the Police for this year, according to the re- 

of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, (without the ſalaries to 
the Commiſſioners) amounts to 16, 5551. Your partſhes are 19, 
which makes the average burden on each parith in Dublin . 872 

London is divided into wards, each under an Alder- 
man. I will take a large and ſmall one, as the faireſt 
method of calculation. Aldergate ward has fix pariſhes, 
watched by 26 men, at 10s. per week, and watch coat 
every ſecond year - total expence l 

Biſhop's-gate ward Within, has five pariſhes, 
watched by 15 watchmen, paid 6l. 10s. per quar- 


ter, cloak, &c. total expence, — — 500 
The average, therefore, of thoſe 11 parithess, —— 
out of — — — L. 1 300 is 119 


So that each pariſh in Dublin pays, on an average, [ 
more than the London pariſhes. | - 753 
In Weſtminſter, being the reſidence of perſons of rank and 
fortune, all rates are neceſſarily higher. Iwill, however, take 
the bigheſt pariſhes there, and compare with the higheſt pariſh | 
here :-3-St. James's parith has 60 watchmen and 10 patroles, mak- 
575 the whole 70; St. Mary's, Dublin, has 34 men, difference 
men; St. Mary's pays for 34 men 1456l.—Sr. James's pays 
for its 70 men 1 320l. ſo that the Dublin pariſh pays 1361. more 
than the moſt extravagant pariſh in Weſtminſter, for /eſs than 
half the protection. 2 
Now let us compare it with the former parochial eſtabliſhment, 
of which the inhabitants did not complain. I will take a pariſh 
as it now ſtands, with reſpect to expence and protection, and the 
fame pariſh as it then ſtood with relation to both. | | 
St. Michan's pariſh is now protected, (as it is ſaid) by 36 watch- 
men, and pays — — — 1.1128 
St. Michan's pariſh av protected by the eſtabliſhment 
. 


So that St. Michan pays now for inadequate protection, 698 
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per annum more, than for that protection which ſatisfied all its 
inhabitants; and let me tell the Right Hon. Gentleman, in an- 
ſwer to his obſervations upon the petitions of the citizens of Dub- 
lin, that in a caſe where they are ſo peculiarly intereſted, and 
have tried both ſyſtems, they muſt, (unleſs of a different texture 
from all mankind) be beſt judges of what is moſt advantageous to 
them. Jo uſe a common adage, ** none can tell where the ſhoe 
pinches ſo well as he who wears it.” Now you have ſeen that 
compared with your former eſtabli/hment; you pay more than 
twice the ſum for little more than halt the protection; that com- 
pared with Weſtminſter, your pariſh pays 1361. per annum more 
jor leſs than half the protection; that compared with London, 
your pariſhes pay, being averaged, more than ſeven times the ſum 
paid by thoſe in London. Good God, Sir, is not this eppreſli- 
on, and of a ſpecies the moſt intolerable, oppreſſion under the 
maſk of protection. If this ſtatement be accurate, how can gen- 
tlemen reſiſt the motion of my Right Hon. Friend? And if it be 

not accurate, let Gentlemen come forward and expole it, by any 
thing but bare aſſertion. I omitted to mention, that in London 
the tax for the watch is levied by the common council on the in- 
habitants of the ward, according to the rents of their houſes. In 
Weſtminſter, on the ſame calculation, by the veſtry on the pa- 
riſhioners, and in neither place do you ſee a watchman armed as 
a ſoldier, with a firelock and bayonet. His only appointments 
are, a lantern, a rattle and a handſtaff, four feet and a half long. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman, in juſtification of the ſyſtem, lays 
much ſtreſs on the turbulence 5 our people, and their want of 
obedience to the laws; I am ſure he could not give a ſtronger 
proof that the Government was ill adminiſtered, than that the 
people were univerſally dricontented and turbulent. But how 
their turbulence in the preſent inſtance appears, I cannot con- 
ceive, unleſs it be in the moſt reſpeQful petitions poſſible from 
the inhabitants, praying to tax themſelves for more adequate pro- 
tection. The Right * Member ſays, many policemen have 
been thanked and rewarded by the Judges ; in the report of the 
law expences, many are alſo ſtated as pun:/hed by the Judges. 
He ſays, there has not been a robbery for three months patt ; 
this is denied by other Gentlemen of their own knowledge, and 
it is even ſaid that their own guard-houſe has been robbed. But 
all this is foreign to the queſtion, and arguing from its abuſe. I 
do notaſk it. The whole ſyſtem is what is complained of, as be- 
ing inadequate in point of protection, extravagant in point of 
taxation, and dangerous from its corrupt influence on the magiſ- 
tracy of the capital. Why ſhould we not model our ſyſtem of 
protection after that country, where it is acknowledged to be 
perfect, without the danger of patronage, or the ruin of profuſi- 
on? The reaſon is obvious. In London, the object of Govern- 
ment is the protection of the people. In Dublin, it is patronage 
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and corruption. In London, a reſpect to the laws is inculcated. 
In Dublin, an increaſe of revenue, at the expence of morality, 
is exacted. The citizen of London is reſpected and cheriſhed by 
the Miniſter ; the citizen of Dublin oppreſſed and ſcoffed at by 
his ſhadow. —My Right Hon. Friend's motion aims at his relief, 
and therefore he has my molt cordial concurrence. 


Mr. D. Browne firſt read the words of the reſolution, and 
then {aid he would oppoſe it as mere aſſertion, unſupported by 
proof or fact, and therefore ſurniſhing no expediency for repeal- 
ing the police act. As to the argument from the encreaſe of ex- 
pence, compared to the old anos. it ought not to have been en- 
tered upon, unleſs it had been fully proved that no advantage 
kad occurred from the expence. He believed that advantage had 
been rendered. and upon that ground he would negative the reſo- 
Jurion. Before the year 1786, fo ill protected was the city, that 
the general practice was, to walk with drawn {words at night. 
He uſually did ſo himſelf, from a conviction that it was neceflary 
to his ſafety. The houle in which he lived had been twice broke 
open; ſeveral houſes in his neighbourhood had been forced in 
the ſame manner, and the peace of the city was frequently diſ- 
turbed by perſons diſcharging fire arms at ruffians in deſence of 
their habitations. This was not now the caſe, from which he in- 
ferred, that if the expenſe was greater, the advantage was 
greater. He was againſt the idea of giving the protection of the 
city to the Lord Mayor, and the ſeveral pariſhes. When they 
had it before, it was always bad in their hands. Would any 
one ſay, that it was proper to leſſen the civil power, when on 
every popular tumult in a great manufacturing city, the military 
were obliged to be called out to reſtore order? This was a re- 
medy which he had always held to be unconſtitutional, and he 
would therefore be againſt any thing which could lead to its intro- 
duction. He compared the production of papers by an hon. gen- 
tleman (Major Doyle) to an incident in one of Foot's farces. A 
client — an attorney, who aſked him, if he had proof for 
his papers? O yes, replied the other I have nothing to do but 
to ſend down to the crown and anchor tavern for witneſſes, who 
will prove them at all events. This calculation, he thought, 
ſtood upon juſt as good an authority. He ſuppoſed that there 
ſhould be a change of adminiſtration, and that thoſe who ſup- 

rted the reſolution were in power, would that affect the police? 
No. - Inſtead of green and blue, the men would probably wear 
brown coats—inſtead of cocked hats with a cockade, they would 
wear round ones—and inſtead of a muſket, they would get a 
ſpear. The expenſe would not be leſs, and the inſtitution muſt 
be ſubſtantially the ſame. 8 


Mr. Sur xipan ſaid, however hopeleſs the exertious of Gen- 


1791.] | r B 8. 273 


tlemen on the ſide of the Houſe on which he had the honour to 
vote might be, it was their duty ro perſevere ; aid, he comeſſed, 
if that perſeverance was not warranted by daty, their effort; in 
the public ſervice might be well contidered idle and vain. They 
could expect little from an adinininration which forins every. 
icheme, plan, and meaſure, to give encreaſe of power and influ- 
ence over the weak, the Wicked, and the willing They could 
expect little from an adminiitration which futfers to be uttered 
from its ranks, what he had heard in Parliament, that the influ- 
ence of goverment % U ty be encreajed. In this triumph over 
public principle, he was not iurprizcd to find, age crippled inthe 
crooked path of long and venal lite. Among them, if St. Paul 
came from Heaven, the great chriſtian orator would not find one 
Agrippa who would ſay, Thou almolt perſuadeſt me.” He was 
not {urprized to find a Nabob bench auxiliary to a treaſury bench; 
they were imports from India, and the free trade of the miniſter ; 
but he lamented when he ſaw the youth of the country, the fair 
expectation and growing hope of a country, brought to political 
market, their natural ardour and generous ſpirit cooled, and con- 
trolled by precept and example. | 
He ſhould think, that as to the meaſure then in debate, the 
Gentlemen on the other ſide might yield to the public with ; the 
might, in this caſe, ſafely aſſume a virtue, for the great, x hs 
fecret object of the police inſtitution had failed, adminiſtration 
bad nat been able to ſeize the corporation of the city, or to make 
the capital of the kingdom a government borough. The Right 
Hon. Mover of the reſolution, and his Noble Colleague, prove 
the one; the preſent worthy Chief Magiſtrate of Dublin, is evi- 
dence of the other. But though the intended influence has hitherto 
tailed, he did not relinquiſh it as an argument againſt the inſtitu- 
tion he ſaid, if ever the citizens of Dubliu ceaſe to co-operate, 
it ever they ceaſe to reſiſt, if ever they are afflicted with that ma- 
lady, that worſt plague, an apathy to public meaſures—that po- 
lice, that illegitimare army, neither citizen or ſoldier, and deſ- 
piſed by both; "This French imitation of the police, when they 
were runners to the Baſtile, this unworthy ſyſteni ineffeQual to 
any good * unknown in London, and reprobated and re- 
jected as to Weſtminſter this inſticution, if ever the citizens 
relax, will become a ftrong acceſſary in the deſtruction of their 
corporate rights and franchiſes. He ſaid, it was impoſlible to 
urge ſtronger arguments; and he ſhould conceive, in more effec- 
tual terms than in the bold truths contained in the numerous and 
concurring petitions on the table, they contain on the ſubject the 
ntiments and opinions of all ranks and profeſſions in the city, in 

aggregate and in corporate capacity, as freemen, as freeholders, 
and as inhabitants. They tell us, that, from an experience of 
four years and upwards, the police eſtabliſhment is inadequate to 
Us purpoſe — tie preſervation of * ; and the protection of pro- 
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perty. That a greater number of riots, robberies, and burglaries 
have taken place ſince the inſtitution, than during any ſimiſar pe- 
riod antecedent ;—that robberies and burglaries are effected even 
inthe vicinity of their guard-houſes and ſtands ;—that the inha- 
bitants now think their only ſecurity is in ſelf-defence ;—that 
there is a groſs miſapplication of the enormous ſums levied on the 
inhabitants; that all ranks and deſeriptions agree, that a more 
efficacious and permanent ſecurity could be obtained ar leſs than 
one half of the expenſe ;—thar taxation and protection do not go 
ogether ;—that a well regulated watch might be conducted at 
nearly half the expenſe of the police, without the appendages of 
commiſſioners, diviſional juſtices, , and a long lift of et ceteras.— 
They aſſert, that the ſyſtem expoſes the mayiſtracy to a danger- 
ous and unconſtitutional influence. They pray a repeal of the 
law, and ſome other more congenial to the wiſhes of the people, 
a proper watch under the controul of the inhabitants of the ſe- 
veral pariſhes. He ſaid, the whole might be arranged under 
three heads —nx xyENSE, INEFFICACY, and INFLUENCE. As 
roexpenſe, from the accounts it appeared, that the ſum total was 
 impudently extravagant—the ſeveral items comically impertinent; 
they were, taken ſeparately, perry larcegies on the public. Bur 
when he conſidered the meafure radically wrong, he did not de- 
ſire to dwell on any thing collateral.— The incthcacy 1s afferted by 
that public, who are the beſt judges of it. Would gentlemen 
ſport with the ſenſe, the feelings of the citizens of Dublin, and 
tell them, it is for their benefit ?—Tell the ſtrangling victim, in 
the language of the Spaniſh executioner, © Seignior Don Carlos, 
it is all for your good.” He warned adminiſtration how they per- 
ſevered to inſult the citizens of Dublin, left they ſhould reſuſe 10 
Fay for what they did not enjoy —{ Vir. Sheridan was here called 
to order from the treaſury bench]-—He ſaid, he was, by his pro- 
ſeſſion, to reſpect the laws of his country ; he would not adviſe 
_ even to laws op, but he had a right, in that 
ouſe, as a Member of Parliament, to expreſs his fears, as well 
as his hopes—of the latter he had few. He remembered the 
origin of the police - a few journeymen tailors had tarred and fea- 
thered a few of their brethren.—As the drefs had commenced 
with the tailors, it was feared it might be forced into faſhion ; and 
ſome perſons did not know who might be taken for journeymen.— 
He ſaid, as to influence, there are eight Alderman on the eftab- 
liſhment; to ſay they were megiftrates choſen by the citizens, 
was an impoſition on the public mind, filly and inſultive; were 
they choſen to ſuch ſituations, could the choice be revoked would 
they continue? The ſentiments of the citizens . ſtrongly 
in thetr late ſtruggle for THEIR Lo RH MAxvOR; they triumphed, 
without availing themſelves of the gracious permiſſion, to go o 
law far three years,” to eſtabliſh a one year's title, paſt and gone in 
the fir year's ligitation. In this inftitution the magiſtrate, by 
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charter, becomes the commiſſioned officer of adminiſtration, and 
the authority he derives from election, merges in new powers 
veſted by the miniſter. What he derives from the citizens he 
holds independent of their will; what he obtains from govern- 
ment he holds dependant on its pleaſure. He declared, that he 
believed he never would give a vote with more ſatisſaction, than 
to the demolition of the odious, deteſted, and infamous ſyſtem. 


Mr. C. O'NeiL was for the motion. 


Sir HERCULES LanGRISHE ſaid, it was not his creed—it was 
not an article of his faith, nor a principle of his politics, to think 
or talk diſreſpectfully of the people, or to be 1nattentive to the 
petitions they offer to Parliament. He well knew, that govern- 
nent was in{tiruted for the good of the people; and that it is for 
their ſake that Kings rule, and Princes — ſway. But the peti- 
tions of the people to Parliament, are matters for the conſideration 
of their wiſdom, not to be concluſive on their conduct. If that 
were the caſe, or the people had the choice what laws they would 
obey, (as had been more than inſinuated) the conſtitution would 
be overturned—the people would reaſſume the powers they had 
delegated, and the government would be in the multitude inſtead 
of the Parliament. He excuſed, on account of inexperience, and 
the warmth of debate, ſome inadvertencies of expreſſion, of this 
tendency, which had fallen from an hon. member (Mr. Sheridan) 
and faid, that if he reſpected the people, for whom he was an 
able advocate, as he had no doubt but he did, he could not ſuſ- 
peQ or fear, that they would be guilty of ſuch an outrage on the 
rights of civil ſociety, as to reſiſt the known laws of the land. 

e further enlarged on this, and then obſerved—that the petiti- 
ons on the table from ſeveral corporations of this city, againſt the 
police, are petitions from reſpectable individuals—cirizens and 
inhabitants of Dublin ; that they ſpeak from their experience and 
obſervation of the inſtitution. He muſt likewiſe claim for him- 
ſelf an equal right, with any of thoſe reſpectable individuals, as 
a citizen and conſtant reſident in Dublin, to ſpeak from his ex 
rience and obſervation ; and that he could not bear faithful teſti- 
mony to them, if he did not declare that there has been more 
peace, and order, and law in the city ſince, than before the inſti- 
tution. That he reluctantly called to his remembranee, mobs 
that diſturbed the day, and tumults that terrified the night; when 
our own houſes were not free from danger, nor the Houſes of 
Parliament from inſult; that if no ſuch things were now, candour 
muſt declare in favour of this inſtitution. As to the objections 
that have. been ſtated, the firſt and greatelt is certainly the ex- 
penſe. He lamented every burden that fell on the people, and 
wiſhed that the bleſſings of civil ſociety could be had without 
paying for them ; but that was — And if there was any 
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thing, more than the reſt, worthy of being purchaſed at an high 
pri. it is the protection of the Jaw, and the bleſſing of tranquil- 

ity. That from the ſtate of the Hon. Supporters of the motion, 
the expenſe had diminiſhed from the original inſti:ution; and 
that there was reaſon to expeck a ſtill further reduction. And 
that by the original inſtitution, the encreaſe of the tax on houles, 
above the tax for the old watch, did not extend to houſes of o 
value, and therefore did not reach the poor. But the power had 
been abuſed! He doubted it not; nor did he ever know a power 
adminiſtered by man, that has not in ſome degree been — — 
Several of the abuſed had been remedicd by law as was rec ted, 
and by the interference of government. It was at firſt, he re- 
membered, objected that this inſtitution would give the crown an 
influence in the city, The Right Hon. Member's expericnce, 
and his prefent admiſſion of the contrary, fully confute that charge; 
and therefore, as to any thing of an intrigue between government 
and the aldermen, (which the Right Hon. Gentleman alluded tor 
it could only be a little harmleſs dalliance, as he himſelf con- 
feſſes, that no unlawful iſſue was the conſequences of it. He ob- 
ſerved, that the corporation of the city had no right to take of- 
fence, as the adminiſtration of juſtice, and - preſervation of the 
peace, were left to magiſtrates of their own elect on; and to en- 
able them to devote their whole time to this duty, they were to 
be paid by the public. That this inſtitution gives the crown no 
new power—it operates by no new law; it inſtitutes no new 
crime no new puniſhment no new proceſs of trial. But by 
the old laws—by the old modes, and the old magiftrates, it pur- 
ſes murder, felony, and breach of the peace; and more etfec- 
tually than before, enables the crown to render to the people, 
what the people have a right to expect from the crown—pro- 
tection. | 


Mr. J. O. Vavprrfxux ſpoke in favour of the motion, and 
entered into calculation to ſhew that the ſtatement of the Attor- 
ney General, as to police expenditure, was not juſt. 


Mr. Busnz.—T confeſs myſelf much diſappointe.l at the mo: 
tion of my Right Hon. Friend. I expected from his exordium, 
a motion for leave to bring in a bill for amending the defects in 
the police inftitution, with a title conveying neither cenſure nor 
ſarcaſm, and tothe admiſfion of which I ſhould have agreed with- 
out heſitation. Inſtead of this, he gives us nothing more than 2 
reſolution reflecting upon an Act of Parliament. His bill he keeps 
back I dare ſay when it appears it will have great merit, as 
every thing muſt have which comes from him, and be very effec- 
tual and very oeconomical. But in the mean time, on the faith 
of a bill which; is yet unborn, he wiſhes us to vote—a para ph 
againſt the law of the land. —I confeſs, Sir, that this reminds me 
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of an advertiſement, adviſing all perſons afflicted to apply to © the 
xnborn Doctor, who cures all diſorders tor a ſhilling a piece.“ 
Four years has he taken to conſider his meaſure, and he yet de- 
clines to bring it forward, ard to give us a fair opportunity of 
comparing his plan, with that which we are in poſleſſion oſ—it 
ſeems to me, that in thus withholding ir, he g1ves the preſent 
inſtitur ion a degree of fanction, even beyond what it is entitled to; 
we with for the opportunity of compariſon, put he keeps back his 
bil! and will not give it to us—lI can ſcarcely concetve but that 
there muſt be many particulars in which the preſent law may be 
defeQive, if he would give us a fair opportunity of diſcuſſing 
them; in ſome that he has mentioned, 1 do not think we ſhould 
change r ff = 1 i, 
'The alteration of the arms, for a pole with a crook at the 
end of it, as an inſtrument of caption, as if a police- man ſhould 
catch an Htouſe-breaker ** as a ſhepherd catches a lamb,” ap- 
Pears to me no very valuable improvement; it goes to no more 
than this, that the citizen may walk hoine in comfort, certain 
that the robber is more powerful than the guardians of the night, 
and that he may ſleep in peace, con{cious that two houſe-breakers 
can beat all the watch of his pariſn. | 

I think there are ſome defects at preſent: My Right Hon. 
Friend thinks the number too ſmal}—fo do I; and 1 think the 
managers deſerve ſome praiſe, that they have done ſo much with 
ſo ſew aſſiſtants. Out of 500 petty conſtables, there cannot well 
be more than 300 conſtantly on duty every hour of the night, 
allowing for accidents, abſence, and the relief of thoſe on 
duty. There are above 15,000 houfes in the diſtrict of the me- 
tropolis ; that is one man to ſixty houſes, and all their lanes, 
ſtables and out-houſes. Great George's-ftreet has a right to one 
police- man, on e to two. The 
numbers are evidently deficient. | | 

As well as I can make, on the fudden, a rough computation, 
believe his own plan would be as expenſive as the preſent. 
He allows 700 watchmen; theſe, at a ſhilling per day, would 
colt about 1 3,000]. per annum, our prefent expence is about 
16,0001. But he omits the ſuperior officers who are to kee 
thoſe men to their duty ; and can he think they will mind this 
' buſineſs, and keep on their ſtands if there be not perſons to viſit 
them conſtantly? He alfo omits many incidental expences, he 
alſo omits his two Diviſional Magiſtrates — © 
| [Here Mr. Grattan ſaid he had miſquoted him.) 

think, ſaid Mr. Buſh, that he admits there ſhould be two, 
and that they ſhonld be paad by the job for their attendance, 
Perhaps I have miſheard him, but is T'inderfiand it, he only 
would diminiſh the number of magiſtrates paid, but would rerain 
the principle of paying them. The beſt way to judge fairly of 
this meafure, would be to have the. bill brought in. 
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The general ſuperintendance he would give to the Lord Mayor 
for the time being ; now does it follow, that the wealth, credit, 
and reſpeQability which raiſes a man to this rank, ſhould qua- 
lify him for the government and diſcipline of theſe 700 men? 
The rſon over them ſhould have firmneſs, activity, a head 
for diſcipline, and a head for law. There are not probably ten 
men in the kingdom completely fit for the office, and it may well 
2 that the Lord Mayor may be one of the ten. As to the 
lefler improvements, and crying the hours, why not? I think 
it would be better they did. ES 5 . 

My Right Hon. Friend ſays the city is worſe guarded than 
before the inſtitution. I will nor anſwer that, by either argu- 
ment or aſlertion ; I leave the fact to the conſcious perſuaſion of 
every one who hears me. There is not a man nor a wonzan in 
Dublin thar cannot give him' an anſwer, We have been told 
that the firſt ſupport of the police bill was owing to the vena- 
lity of Parliament. hat is a queſtion on which ſome who now 
fir near him can give the trueſt information. I need not tell him 
the morives of gentlemen acroſs the Houſe. He can hear them 
from thoſe next to him, in a whiſper. „ 

He tells us that thoſe who voted for the police, may, without 
inconſiſtency, vote for his motion, now they have found it inef- 
fectual. I admit they can. It is not like the queſtion of our laſt 
debate; a mealure involving a great principle, on whom truth 
and permanency, the amity of two great nations depends. That 
involved 2 which time might 1 ͤ but which 
it cannot deſtroy. Had I held the pen which wrote this bill, 
had I been the man who moved it, I: ſhould not think it incon- 
ſiſtent to change this bill; and if a bill for the amendment of ir, 
with an — 2 title be propoſed, I ſhall vote for the intro- 

duQion of it, and give a Kür hearing and examination. | 


* 
* 


* 


Mr. Gar ram roſe in reply :—My Hon. Friend (Mr. Buſhe) 
defires me to bring forward a bill, but he has given me good rea- 
ſons for not doing ſo, becauſe he has, on my ſuggeſtion of a plan, 
quitted an irkſome deſence, and has gone into a number of pre- 
mature and idle objections, and has ſhewn a greedy determination 
to oppoſe any ſcheme of police whatſoever, the baſe of which is 
not the corrupt patronage of government. He is willing to en- 
creale the watch, and willing to make me inſtrumental to that 
encreaſe, but deſirous at the ſame time to keep the new addition 
of men under the ſame direction which has rendered the old in- 
efficacious, all he deſires is more men, more expenſe, and the 

e corruption. „ . 
My Hon. Friend, by propoſing that I ſhould prepare a police 
bill, - betrays a thorough conviction of the defects of the preſent 
eſtabliſhment, and ſagaciouſly conceives it would free the cha- 
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racter of the friends of government to attack a plan ſuggeſted, 
rather than defend a plan reprobated. | | 
My Hon. Friend has ſaid that the plan, I ſuggeſted would coſt 
for the mere watch, paying them as they are now paid, 13,000]. 
in which the haſte of the member forgot how the preſent watch 
are paid, and how the propoſed watch is to be paid. He did not 
know that deduCtions were made for clothing and other particu- 
Jars, from the pay of the preſent, which diminiſhes that pay to what I 
allow net for the watch, and 1aool. for the 40 conſtables ; but he 
ſays I propoſe an expenſive eftabliſhment in having two offices 
with two aldermen preſiding by rotation. He forgot, however, 
to eſtimate the expenſe of two aldermen ſo preſiding. If he were 
to make the eſtimate he would anſwer his own objeQtion, unleſs 
he ſuppoſes that we take the example of the miniſter, and eſtab- 
offices merely for 1 My Hon. Friend derides the pro- 
poſal of taking away the bayonet and firelock from a watchman, 
and giving a catchpole. It ſeems he has no idea of a conſtable ; 
no man, he thinks can axreft unleſs he is armed as a ſoldier ; he 
compares a watchman ſo armed to a ſhepherd and his crook, and 
thus by a jeſt he thinks he ſettles the queſtion. Joking is a bad 
public ſtile at beſt, but a poor joke on the ſubject ofa public griev- 
ance is of all exhibitions the leaſt reſpeQable, either for the Houſe 
or the Member himſelf. 8 5 
My Hon. Friend then appeals to the conſcious conviction of 
every man who hears him, whether the preſent police have not 
anſwered the purpoſes of protection, and having by that appeal 
excited a {ſentiment in every breaſt which revolts againſt bis cauſe, 
My Hon. Friend concludes, and leaves me free to apply myſelf to. 
his Right Hon. Friend who firſt flood up againſt this motion. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman has laid down four pofitions on 
which be defends the preſent police in the city of Dublin. He 
firſt gravely, poſitively, and repeatedly aſſerts that the expence of 
the eſtabliſhment does not exceed 1 3,000l, in which aſſertion he 
is directly, flatly, and fully contradicted by every return to Par- 
liament on this ſubje& ; by the report of the Commiſſioners of 
Accounts; by the return of the Board of Police preſented ſome 
weeks ago; and by the returns of this day; but the Right Hon. 
Gentleman has been contradicted by another 4 powerful and 
victorious authority: —a young gentleman, almoſt the youngeſt, 
but perhaps one of the nioſt clear and acute men in the Houſe, 
(Mr. N has completely confuted that grave and learned 
member in all his miſtakes and his miſcalculatiqns ; this young 
member has informed the old one, that the expence of the police 
for the laſt year, has not been what he ſtated 1 3,000]. but has 
been 18,0001- ayear, and he has pointed out to the learned mem- 
ber the folly and fallacy of his attempting ta ſeparate from the 
expences of the police that charge which not only longs to it, 
but is by far the moſt exceptionable part of it, viz :—the ſalarięs 
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given to the ſeven Aldermen. He has ſhewn that the decreaſe 
of the expence is produced principally by comparing the net in- 
creaſe of this year with the groſs expence of ſome of the former, 
and by the preſumption and 1gnorance of thoſe who form their ac- 
count, and preſumes to tell this Houſe, that the expence of col- 
letting the police taxes, and the balances due to the firſt Commil- 
| fioner, is uo part of the expence of the police. He has ſhewn 
the learned member this by public documents, by papers ſigned 
by the proper officer, and in ſo doing has proved that he is erro- 
neous, not in a point where the veteran may err, and the young 
man may correct him with diſgrace, but in matters of fact, in 
matter of arithmetic, in which a perſon of his years and high 
place can't be detected without being in ſome degree put down 
and diminiſhed. The Hon. Gentleman, I mean my young friend, 
has alſo ſhewn that the learned member is as erroneous in princi- 
ple as in fact, and has told him that the prodigality of one year, 
don't in equity or common ſenſe juſtify the prodigality of another: 
The Right Hon. and learned member proceeded to a ſecond aſ- 
ſertion, and he denies that the police eflabliſhment has given the 
Government avy influence in the Corporation whatſoever ; 'be 
does not confine bin delt to ſay, that it has not given Government 
an influence which is deciſive, but he denies any influence what- 
ſoever; thus he tells you poſitively and abſolutely, that the diſ- 
poſal of ſeven places during pleaſure among the {dar of Alder- 
men does not give the Court any influence in that Board. Hz 
fays this after the experience of the powerful effect of that influ- 
ence in governing and e rroceeding of that Board for 
theſe ſome years paſt, and he ſays this in a Houſe where the ef- 
feQts of places under the Crown is ſo perfectly underſtood, and 
where the conſcious conviction (for that word was uſed by his 
fide) of every man who hears, and of no man's conviction, muſt 
adminiſter to his own mind an immediate and rapid refutation. 
Having poſitively denied the fact of influence, the grave and 
learned member comes tò his third poſitian, and he denies the fat 
of outrage. He ſays that no outrage, no murder, no robbery 
Has been committed in this city for a long time. He ſays this in 
the midft of men, every one of whom'is able, and ſome ſtarting 
up to ſtate to him ſome murder, ſome robbery, or ſome outrage 
i their own knowledge, recently committed in the capital | 
the gentlemen on theſe benches benches, I hear them this mo- 
ment buzzing about my ears, different relations of theſe crimes 
recently committed. How muſt an injured citizen, who have 
been robbed, and who hears that Right Hon. Gentleman make 
ſuch an aſſertion, if he is preſent, ' how muſt he feel? The Right 
Hon. Gentleman has not only ſaid there was no capital in Enrope 
where peace was ſo well preſerved as that of Dublin, but that it 
is that unexampled'capital, in which for a conſiderable time paſt 
there was no diſturbance or or outrage at all. An Hon. Gentle- 
; ; IR, p - ' ST 
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man this moment reminds me of a murder committed lately in his 
neizhbourhood ; another Right Hon. Gentleman reminds me of a 
robbery in his neighbourhood, and another of but it were waſ- 
ting your time to go into all of them. I follow the Right Hon. 
Gentleman to his fourth poſition, in which he tells you that in the 
various proſecutions for or againſt the Police the latter have ap- 
peared to have been in the right. A committee in 1789 called 
bar their bills of coſt, with the event of the ſuits, and in the ma- 
jority of thgſe ſuits the Police was convicted or defeated, I have 
looked at the bills of coſt for theſe laſt years, and ] find that in ſe- 
veral of the ſuirs the Police have been convicted or defeated ; but 
there is a ſuit which I inarvel much ſhould have eſcaped the Right 
Hon. Member, a ſuit of much celebrity and of power totally to 
reſute and proſtrate his folenin aftcrtion ; the ſuit I mean was ay 
action brought lately againſt the tirit Commitſioner of Police, an 
damages fourd againi' fin to the zmount of 500. What doey 
the Kight Hon. Nigmber think now of his own aſſertion? What 
is his own opinion row of the torc: of his own argument ?— 
'Thefe facts and deterininat ions i hich totally ſubvert the argument 
of the Richt Hon. Gentleman, have paſſed moſt of them in thoſe 
Courts where he hin:ſelf practices. 1 marvel they ſhould have 
eſcaped him, bur, ſays the Right Hon, Gentleman, the people 
have been inflamed to take a part againſt the Police; does be 
then really think that any attifice. either of ſpeech or publication, 
could have created the preſent ſolid deteſtation entertained againſt 
fuch an eſtabliſhment; bur if any thing regarding ſuch an eſta- 
bliſhment has been inflammatory, if any thing has beeu ut- 
tered likely ro kindle the indignation of the public, it is the 
1 of the Right Hon. Gentleman; for what inore mortitying 
an to hear that grave and learned character come forth in ſup- 
= of ſuch a 5 5 and with ſuch arguments and aſſertions? 
fa young man of the Caſtle advances in ſupport of a grievance, 
he is but little regarded, but when to complete the Aare an 
kindle all the indignation of the public, a veteran, a grave, a 
learned, and a Right Hon. Gentleman ſteps forward, and gives 
his ſanction to public rapine, annexes his authority to corrupt 
influence, and vindicates the notorious neglect of public duty, 
aud puts the ſeal of his name to the grievances of his country ; 
this is the ſharpeſt arrow againſt the people, and this is that drop 
that makes to overflow the cup of bitterneſs and misfortune, It 
was mentioned as matter of apprehenſion, that the ſubject would 
| Hardly bear the continuation of the Police, and might refuſe to 
pay taxes; I hope no ſuch event will ever take place, but on the 
contrary that they will ſubmit to the laws, however unwiſe, and 
in all legal acts to their governors, however corrupt and con- 
temptible, for nothing could ſo materially affect the public cauſe 
as apy illegal ſtep on the part of the people; let them recollect 
| oy to the chance of popular error only luch a miniſtry can hope 
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tinuation; left to its o conduct and character, it muſt at laſt 


The queſtion was then put, when there appeared, 


FRE ci 87 

"—— — 135 

7 Majority againſt the motion 48 
: EY — ——— ——— | 


— 


1 SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 1791. 


A ſelect committee was appointed to try the petition of John 


Bagwell, Eſq. complaining of an yndue elcRion for the county 


of Tipperary. 

A petition of two hundred and forty priſoners confined in the 
Four-courts Marſhalſea only, on behalf of themſelyes and their 
fellow-ſutferers in the ſeveral priſons inthis city, and the kingdom 
of Ireland, was preſented to the Houſe by Mr. Holmes, and 
read; ſetting forth, that there now between fourteen and fifteen. 
hundred priſoners confined for debt in different priſons through- 
out this Tin , and including their wives and children, who, 


though not in actual confinement, are equal ſufferers, amounting to 


above five thouſand, who are now bending under the weight af 
numberleſs afflictions; that the bulk of the petitioners being mer- 
chants, traders and mechanics, they are deprived of the exerciſe 
of induſtry by confinement, and the means of relieying the cries 
of hunger, cold and nakedneſs, in their families, are withheld by 
being ſhut up from the pow of earning bread even for them- 
ſelves, or attempting to do juſtice to their creditors, independent 
of the loſs the nation ſuſtains by their captivity; that thus bereft 
of every comfort, and overwhelmed with every gloomy proſpe& 
that can depreſs the human mind, under the idea of an unboun- 
ded and unlinited a the petitioners humbly beg leave to 
lay themſelves hefore the Houſe, confiding in its well-known hu- 
manity ; the petitioners then preſume moſt humbly to entreat the 
Houſe to paſs a bill for their relief; although there was one paſ- 
ſed three ſeſſions ago with that view, yet it was ſo limited as to 
the time of confinement and the ſum confined for, that thoſe who 
had formerly been in the greateſt credit could deriye no advan- 


tage therefrom, and many of the petitioners by ſaid limitation 


have been forced to add three blank years of mifery to their nar- 
row ſpan of life; they mean nat to preſcribe terms for themſelves, 
they only humbly aſk what humanity bolds out to every qne, what 
juſtice can deny to none, which is, upon giving up their whole 
wordly ſubſtance to their creditors to obtain their liberty; every 
individual in that gloomy manſion of horror and diſtreſs has every 


| reliance on the bumanity and benevolence of the Houſe ; and tor 
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the truth of whar the petitioners have ſet forth they refer to Hen- 
ry Ormſby, Eſq. marſhal of the Four-courts and his deputy, and 
Ao to the chaplain, the Reverend Richard Powell, who at the 
requeſt of the petitioners have ſubſcribed their petition. 

It was ordered to lie on the table. 5 


An officer at the bar preſented an account of the total groſs 
amount of the expenſe of the you eſtabliſhment to the 2qgth 


September, 1790.—Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. GzaTTAy obſerved, that ſome time ago he had preſented 
to the Houſe a petition from the corporation of the city of Dublin, 
and a petition ſrom the merchants of the city of Dublin, 
praying that a bounty might be allowed on the m__ of corn 
from the port of Dublin, which petitions were now lying on the 
table; ſince which time ſeveral petitions had come in from dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, praying that no ſuch bounty ſhould 
be granted; and as it was a ſubje which required a very full dil- 
cuſſion, his intention was to move that a Committee of the whole 
Houſe ſhould take the ſaid petitions into conſideration; and for 
that purpoſe he mentioned that the ſaid committee ſhould fir on 
vaturday next ;—but on Mr. Holmes obſerving that it was a ſub- 
ject of the higheſt importance, and required to be conſidered with 
the utmoſt deliberation, it was ordered that this Houſe will, on 
Monday ſen'night reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe to take into conſideration the ſeveral petitions relative to 
a bounty on the export of corn from the city of Dublin, preſen- 
ted this ſeſſion of Parliament. 5 „ 

| Ordered, on the motion of Mr. Grattan, that the Right Hon. 
the Lord Mayor of the city of Dublin; the late Lord Mayor of 
the ſaid city, Mr. Nathaniel Trumbull, clerk of the corn mar- 
ket, Mr. D'Olier, Mr. Robert Shaw, Mr. James Connolly, Mr. 
Frederick Geale, Mr. William Colvill, and Mr. Patrick, do at- 


* 


tend the ſaid committee. .. 


\ 


Monwpay, Maxcu 7, 1791. 


A bill for preventing horſe-raciog in the vicinity of Dublin; 
was preſented and read a firſt time. | 


Mr. C. ON preſented a bill for the better recovering of 
ſmall debts; whieh was read a firſt time. | 
Mr. Gravnon, after ſome preparatory obſervations relative 
fo the deciſion on the queſtion of Friday night laſt moved that 
a conimittee be appointed to enquire into the ſtate and direction of 
the police eſtabliſhment, and into the execution of the power 
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veſted in that eſtabliſhment for the two years laſt paſt, and to re- 
port their opinion thereon. | | 


Mr. J. Torx objected to this mode of again tro oling the 

Houſe on a queſtion that had been already decide but he ob- 
jected much more to the motion, conſidering it as a mere Cn1T- 
Char motion to occupy the time of the Houſe on a day when a 
queſtion of conſiderable importance had been announced by a 
member, but which it appeared he was not now inclined to bring 
forward—bg ſhould there ſore move the queſtion of adjournmeut. 


Mr. Gzxavpox ſaid, while he had the honour of a ſeat in that 
Houſe, he never ſhould trouble it with any mere chit- chat mo- 
tion—that which he had the honour of propoſing had been pro- 
duced at leiſure, and on a conviction of its propriety, and he had 
brought it down to the Houſe with him in order to propoſe it if 
he ſhould find gentlemen at leiſure; as the Houſe ſeemed diſin- 
clined to entertain the motion at pre ſent, he would withdraw it, 
but, to convince gentlemen that it was no temporary expedient 
taken up for the moment, he would bring it on to-morrow. —The 
motion was as ſerious a one as he had ever made, and he hoped it 
would be treated as ſuch.—It was withdrawn accordingly. 


Mr. G. PonsonsBy then roſe—he ſaid the very great earneſtneſs 
of gentlemen on the other ſide, for the motion he had promiſed to 
bring on, gave him the moſt flattering aſſurances of ſucceſs. On 
a queſtion of ſo much importance, ſaid he, as the right of Ireland 
to trade to the Eaſtern hemiſphere, I cannot believe that gentle- 
men are ſo vociferous for a motion merely that they niay put a ne- 

tive on one of the beſt rights of their country. It cannot be 

ir—and therefore from the eagerneſs with which it is demanded, 
I have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance that it will be adopted with zeal ; 
the gentlemen have, no doubt, employed the time which has 
elapfed ſince the fate of a ſimilar motion was decided, in inveſtt- 
gating the ſubject with more than uſual attention, and therefore 
we may expect more knowledge, more ability, and more eloquence 
from thoſe gentlemen than they have favoured us with during the 
preſent ſeſſion. | 8 
I remember, Sir, that when I firſt propoſed a mation on the 
fubje& of Eaſt-India commeree, I was told by gentlemen ſolicit- 
ous for the order and mode of Parliamentary proceedings—that 
whatever motions were propoſed to this Houſe ſhould be fgmple— 
ſome gentlemen objected to me that I had mixed foreign matter 
with the Eaſt-India 3 and ere 3 = — the 1 
roper way to bring the ſubje& proper! ore Parliament wou 
5 T _ 125 2 2 the foverel acts that relate to thi; 
Point. I ſhall to night endeavour to profit by the advice of theſe 
 gentlemen—{or the motion which I ſhall have the honour to pro 
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poſe, I ſhall confine myſelf ſtrictly to the laws at preſent exiſtin 


that relate to the Eaſt- india commerce. 

[ know, Sir, that it is unparliamentary to refer to what has 
paſſed in a former debate. 1 ſhall therefore make no alluſions to 
the arguments that were uſed againft the motion which I lately 
propoſed on this ſubject. I ſhall confine myſelf to my reading 
and I recolle&, Sir, in looking over a debate on a motion of the 
very ſame kind, to have read that the gentiemen in thoſe days 
I do not, however, believe the hiſtortan—]1 think he muſt have 
miſtaken the argument—bur he did ſay, that the gentlc;nen of 
thoſe days urged-—+ do you know that Great Britain has at this 
moment twenty millions capital, and ninety thouſand tons of ſhip- 
ping eiaployed in this trade, and would you, fooliſh gentlemen— 
would you urge your conſtituents to graip at a trade requirin 
ſuch a capital in money, and ſuch a quantity of ſhipping?” It 
occurred to ne Sir, at that time, that the Hon. Member, who- 
ever he was, who uſed ſuch an argument, was ſcarcely juſtifiable 
in doing ſo; at lcaſt I was convinced that the Hon. Member was 
totally and criminally ignorant on the ſubje& on which he had pre- 
fumed to ſpeak. He had forgotten that 190 years had elapſed 
ſince Great Britain had entered into this trade, and that when ſhe 
firſt embarked in it her capital did not exceed four ſmall thips and 
G7,000). After a ſeries of adventures in the trade, ſome of them 
fortunate and ſome unfortunate, with this capital, a ſociety at 
length grew to poſſeſs that vaſt capital which the Hon. Member 
had mentioned, It appeared to me, therefore, that he was not 
juſtifiable in alluding to this inunenſe wealth which the company 
then employed in the trade as an argument againft aſſuming the 

exerciſe of that trade; for ſurely the Hon. Member would not ſay 
that Ireland was unable to afford a capital of 67,0001. and four 
ſhips to embark in it. On the contrary, this very circumſtance of 
_ the large capital employed by Great Britain in the Eaſt-Indian 
commerce, was one of the ſtrongeſt inducements in the world to 
the People of this kingdom to engage in that commerce; for if A 
capital of four ſhips and 67, oocl. in 190 years grew to be a capi- 
tal of 20,0000, 0001. and 90,000 tons of ſhipping, the immenſe 

rofits of the trade were the moſt powerful allurement that could 

held out to induce the people to commence in it. | 

I recotle&, Sir, that it was affirmed by the men of thoſe days 
that the commerce of Ireland was moſt effectually ſecured, becauſe 
it was moſt effectually reſtrained - that our right to free commerce 
was allowed on all hands, and that the people ought to remain ſa- 
tisfied at thoſe reſtraints, becauſe they were laid on by the people's 
own repreſentatives. I was at a loſs, Sir, to fee what advantage 
there was in poſſeſſing a naked right to this trade if there exiſted 
a power inanother kingdom to prevail on the legiſlature of this 
country to prevent the people from the exerciſe of this right, ſo 
univerſally allowed them. I thought it might be very naturally 
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ſaid to thoſe gentlemen—you are allowed by the courts to have 
an unexceptionable right to your eſtates, will you not be contented 
with the acknowledgment of that right and let another quietly re- 
ceĩve your rents? We allow that your claim to thole eſtates is in- 
deſeaſible — What unreaſonable fellows you are then who will not 
be ſatisfied with this, and ſuffer us to enjoy the emoluments of 
thoſe eftates? The people of that day nigh have ſaid to the Hon. 
and Right Hon. Gentleman in offite - we allow that you have an 
undoubted right to thoſe offices, the patent is certainly good and 
legal, we therefore allow you the full and free enjoyment of thoſe 
* othces, all we want is the ſalaries, which you cannot have any ob- 
jection to yield us as we ſo fully and candidly acknowledge your 
right to the offices. Iam ſure, Sir, that if a requeſt of this kind 
had been made the gentlemen, they mutt have acquieſced in it as 
reaſonably as the people will acquieſce in the acknowledgment of 
a right without the exerciſe of it. | | 
I recolle&t alſo, that it was urged among other arguments, that 
the legiſlation ought to have been cautious how they proceeded to 
meddle with a right on which the intereſt of Great Britain de- 
pended. No man whatever, Sir, is a better friend to Great Bri- 
tain and the connection between that country and this—bur, Sir, 
Ithink there was a great deal too much ſtreſs laid on this argu- 
ment; certainly ſo nuch ſtreſs cannot now be laid on it. When 
Ireland was dependant on Great Britain for whatever commerce 
ſhe enjoyed when the language of Britain was—we with not 
that you ſhall grow rich by us, but that we ſhall grow rich by 
2 that time, Sir, ſhe called upon us for no ſupply. It has 
n the policy of Britain to enrich herſelf by colonies, but ſhe 
has always exempted theſe colonies from direct charges for the 
purpole of war. When Ireland was a province and a colony, the 
acted thus toward her - but now ſhe has departed from that prin- 
ciple --ſhe has told us, you are free in conftitution as we are 
you are equally free in commerce—but you muſt now contribute 
po quota. The late apprehended war was the firſt occaſion when 
ritain called on us to turniſh our proportion. I call on the gen- 
tlemen of the other ſide of the Houſe io point out an inſtance of 
a like demand before that period. Departing then from the prin- 
ciples of colonization, and reſorting to thoſe of independence and 
equality, ſhe ſhould leave the trade of Ireland free—ſhe ſhonld 
not call for our quota for the common defence, and yet reſtrain 
our commerce Yer theſe gentlemen would have Ireland contri- 
bute like an independent kingdom to the expenſes of the empire, 
and like a dependant province reſt ſatisfied with Britiſh monopoly. 
I remember alſo, Sir, that a good deal of ſtreſs was laid on 
another argument—the danger of haſty deciſion on this important 
2 I am fully aware of this danger at preſent I think 
t neither country ſhould be preei pitate - but eſpecially that 
country which takes the firſt active ſtep. To avoid this, I do noc 
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move you immediately, that it is expedient that Ireland ſhould 
aſſume the exerciſe of this trade. I avoid ſubmitting ſuch a pro- 
| poſition for another reaſon. I know it would be negatived, and 
therefore I will not leave it in the power of gentlemen to do their 
country an irreparable injury, by tying up its hands from the ex- 
erciſe of one of its moſt valuable rights. For gentlemen ſeem to 
be in love with reſtraints, provided they are laid on by themſelves: 
ſtrange idea, ſtrange ſource of conſolation indeed, that not a fo- 
reign domination, but they who ſhould cheriſh and protect the 
rights and commerce of the people, that theſe are they which re- 
ſtrain and ſacrifice them, this is indeed a ſtrange ſource of conſo- 
lation. But this is the more dangerous . it ſeems to be in- 
culcated that the people ſhould acquieſce in theſe reſtrictions 
becauſe they are the work of their own repreſentatives. To fo- 
reizn domination the people would not ſubmit. The danger is, 
that they wil} fubmit to Parliamentary influence | 
| Tobviate the objection made to my former motion on the ground 
of improper time by bringing the laws themſelves under conſide- 
ration, and I bring them now before you, becauſe when the re- 
venue bill comes before the Houſe there will be few members to 
debate the point—even the law officers themſelves will not then 
be preſent. In order therefore not to ſhun debate on the onl 
point when gentlemen {ay debate on this _ ought to take 
place, namely, in deliberating on the bills themſelves—l move you 
„ That the Houſe do to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee to take into conſideration an act of the 6th of his preſent 
Majeſty, and alſo an act of the 15th and 16th of his Majeſty — 
another of the 23d and 24th of his Majeſty, and another of the 
3oth of his Majeſty for continuing and amending ſeveral acts re- 
lative to the importation of tea into this kingdom.“ | 
I enumerate all the acts on this ſubject, all of them going to 
one object that no tea ſhall be imported into this country but from 
England, and as the ſtreſs of objection on a former occaſion lay 
on not bringing the laws themſelves under the conſideration of the 
Houſe, I form the preſent motion in order to obviate that objec- 
tion. It will not avail gentlemen now to argue on the 1mpro- 
py of hurry, for I with to bring the laws one by one before 
the Committee I hope therefore if gentlemen ſhall not agree in 
this motion that at leait they will draw their objections from other 
ſources than the precipitancy of determination or bringing on the 
ſubject diſtin from the laws themſelves. f 


Mr. GzatTTaN Hocuded the motion. 


The CHancgLLoOR or THE ExcHEQUER objected that the 
propoſition had been already negatived. In his opinion, a diſ- 
cuſſion of the rights of nations, when thoſe rights were invaded, , 
was juſt ; but when unneceſſarily brought forward, it was dan- 
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ous. Indefinite rights never could be agitated without riſque, 

e ſhould boldly advance if there was occaſion, but we ſhould 
as ſtudiouſly keep back if there was none. He knew the good 
ſenſe of the hon. gentleman, and he was convinced that he did 
not with for the repeal of the acts contained in this motion, 

'The hon. gentleman ought to have followed his hiſtorian, and 
to inform them that the attempt of Lancaſter to eſtabliſh an Eaſt 
India trade with his four ſhips had miſcarried, and that it pro- 
voked an Engliſh and Dutch war. The aſſertion was this, that 
Iriſh commerce. was as free as ever, and that therefore ir ought 
not to be ſubje& to any reſtrition whatever. This was going 


too far. It was like iaying that there could be no liberty with 


law, and that a Legiſlature could not make prudent proviſions for 
the government of a people without violating their freedom. 
What could be the conſequence? If they conceded nothing, they 
could feceive nothing. He denied that there wis any analozy 
in what had been mentioned relative to the title of an eſtate. 

It was well known that our participation in the Welt India mo- 


nopoly was a favour and not a right. He ſhould grant the trade 


immenſity of ſpace, and unknown advantages. We were. 


\ 


to the Eaſt as a conceſſion of little conſequence to us, but. of 
greater moment to our friends. It was known alſo that the whole 
trade to the Eaſt Indies had been carried on for the meaſure of 
bringing home the territorial revenue, and that it was a loſing 
trade. Good God! then will you ſay that you are deprived of a 
Tight which you cannot enjoy ! He repeated that the Company 
in 1601 with their four ſhips failed, although ſupported in their 
undertakings by an army: with what proſpect then could Ireland 
embark in a buſineſs in which others had failed, though ſup- 
ported by ſuperior advantages? The cry of corruption] and the 
1mputation of a diſpoſition to retard the extenſion of our com- 
merce might therefore furniſh materialsfor a ſplendid diſcourſe— 
but in point of ſound ſenſe, they muſt be left without ſanction 
or ſupport. | 8 
It bad been faid, that we had been called upon to decide * 
ut 
we were not ready to riſque certain advantages for precarious and 
adventitious profits, nor to negle& our preſent benefits, and to 
ſeek adventures in Lapland and other remote regions. It re- 
minded him of the man who, ſtarving in his room, was kept 
alive by a picture of the riches of Peru, which hung over his 
chimney piece. : ; 5 | 
England had great armies to ſupport. - This territorial revenue 
was not only a part of their ſupport, but of the eſtabliſhments of 
the State. Would it be wiſe then to paſs a reſolution, which 


would affect her in ſo eſſential a particular, and to which ſhe. 


conld not fubmit without great diſproportional injury? We did 
not pretend to ſay, that it would not be a great boon on the part 
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of Ireland, and he truſted that it would excite equal attention on 
the part of Great Britain, to our accommodation. 

In matters of commerce berween nations, there were but three 
ways of proceeding. The firlt was by aſſerting rights, and ſup- 
porting them by mutual exertions. —T his led to the hoſtilities of 
retaliation, The next was by mutual conceſſions for mutual ad- 
vantages. The third was by negociation. As to the firſt mode, 
he ſincerely hoped that it would never be adopted by this coun- 
try. As to the ſecond, that of doing good offices to each other, 
for the benefit of both, it was ſupported and ſanctioned by iound 
reaſon, and was the obvious intereſt of the country. As to the 
third way, by negociation, he ſaid that it had been before at- 
rempted, and had been offenſive to both countries, and ended in 
nothing bur diſcontent. | 2 
If, however, they had an inclination to enter upon negociation, 
they might ſay, © here is our conceſſion give us an equivalent, 
that they might urge upon a broad baſis. But he would ſay, that 
whenever they came to a determination upon a great commercial 

ueſtion, they could not do it partially. That was common , 
ſenſe; for if one article was ſeized upon in this kingdom, retalia- 
tion would ſeize upon another in Great Britain, ſo that if we acted 
4 all, it was our intereſt to do ſo upon a liberal and general 

an. 

; The advantage might riſe, from the buſineſs, and that could 
only be by letting it reſt as it did. He did not rife with ſug- 
geſtions of the manner in which each country could injure the 
other—no, on the contrary, he ſincerely admitted that Ireland 
granted a great boon to G. Britain at little or no loſs to herſelf. 
It certainly would be diſpoſed to return the obligation but if we 
acted diſtinctly or ungenerouſly, we might do her an injury with- 
out benefit ro ourſelves. Upon the whole, he — the queſ- 
tion not ripe for deciſion. It was telling the people of Ireland 
that they were neglected, and the — of England that we 
had no regard for their intereſts, which muſt in the event have 
the effect of committing the countries without any rational pur- 
poſe. He was therefore againſt the motion. 


Mr. Latoucns.—Sir, no man can be more ſolicitous to pre- 
ſerve the connection between Great Britain and this country than I 
am, and I would be among the foremoſt to ſupport that connection, 
were it endangered but I cannot think that the motion of my Hon. - 
Friend has any ſuch tendency. It is admitted on all hands, Sir 
that we have a free trade, which neceſſarily includes a Tight to 
trade to China—bur a clauſe in our own revenue bill precludes 
us from that trade. The motion before you goes to bring thoſe 
clauſes into conſideration. Were ſuch a motion propoſed in the 
9 of England, would they befizate to adopt it? Cer- 

oL. XI. | OS 
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tainly not. It is ſaid, Sir, that this country is not in a capacity 
to avail itſelf of this trade. I deny the aſſertion. But could we 
only fee the moſt diſtant advantage that in future time might be 
derived from this trade, we ſhould be a ſilly Parliament indeed, 
ro preclude ourſelves from that advantage. It is ſaid alſo, Sir, 
that it is untimely, to preſs this motion till the negociation be- 
tween the Engliih Minitter and Company be ſettled. What, Sir, 
ſhall we ſuſpend our intereſt, till that powerful Company finiſh 
their negociation ? No, Sir, this is the proper time, and the 
only proper time for aſſuming our right, and in ſpeaking out at 
this time, we act a friendly part to England, by turniſhing her 
withahat timely information which the may want, and which the 
can no other way obtain, | 


Sir L. O'Bxrt x objected to the motion, becauſe the Houſe did 
nat know the whole extent of the buſineſs it was meant to intro- 
duce. He thought that by continuing theſe annual regulations 
which would at any time expire of themſelves, when ir ſhould 
be no longer thought fit to continue them by law—the hands of 
the country were not tied up againſt future advantages —The 
Eaſt India trade ſeemed not to him to be an eligible one for this 
country, which had no tetritorial poſſeſſions, and where ſhip- 
building was dearer than in any part of Europe. Many other 
independent kingdoms, beſides Ireland, did not cultivate an 
Eaſtern trade, becauſe it was found a diſadvantageous one—he 
witneſſed Genoa. The ſpace to be traverſed in trade from Nootka 
to the Eaſt, he ſhewed to be nearly equal to 3608—the circum- 
ference of the world—the competition in it powerful, * 
whom he mentioned the Spaniards at California —and all thoſe 
difficulties were to be got over in order to participate in a trade 
to which we have not 9 article of manfacture ſuited. Ireland 
was not really excluded, he ſaid, from a participation in the Eaſt 
India Company, for Iriſhmen commanded their veſſels, govern- 
ed their colonies, and frequently filled their courts of law—and 
Iriſh as well as Engliſh ſubjects may become ſubſcribers in the 
Company. > n 


- Mr. OssoRNE did not think that the principle of free trade 
was violated by the reſtriction of its exerciſe fro common good. 
He thought the advantages to be derived from this trade exiſt 
only in the warm imaginations of the gentlemen who made it a 
ſubje& of diſcuſſion. The exerciſe of this trade ought not to be 
aſſumed, becauſe it would touch the prejudice of the Engliſh, 
and he thought we ſhould touch the intereſt of a ſiſter with a ſiſ- 
ter's feeling. He objected to the motion, becauſe this country 
could derive no advantage from the trade, and an exerciſe of it 

would be attended with great diſadvantage to England — beſides 
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an apathy in Ireland to the intereſts of Britain, might provoke 
her to a ſimilar indifferency. 


Mr. M. Mas ox ſpoke againſt the motion. 


Mr. STEwaRT ſaid, as the right of this country to the Eaſt- 
ern trade was agreed on all hands, the queſtion was, whether it 
was expedient now to avail ourfelves of that right. "Theſe rea- 
ſons were offered to prove that it was not expedient. The firſt 
was, that the trade to China was unprofitable. A ſecond, delicacy 
toward Britain. Theother, that the country was unable to avail _ 
herſelf of the trade. As to the inability of the country, it was 
certain that if that inability really exiſted, ſhe could not long 
purſue it, and thereſore the apprehenſion of the ill conſequences 
to England vain. If the trade to China be a loſing one, which 
would drain our ſpecie, not promote the export of any of our 
nianufactures, and import a luxury—then there were two things 
to be conſidered—whether we can do without this luxury, and if 
we cannot then how it ſhould be iinported with leſs loſs. 
That tea was now become an indiſpenſable article of import, 
would not be denied; and who, he aſked, could deny that it 
would not be imported with leſs national inipoveriſhment from 
China immediately than through the medium of England? He 
had no doubt but this country was capable of carrying on a trade 
tothe Eaſt, and in weighing what we owed Great Britain againſt 
what we owed ourſelves, there could be no doubt but it was ex- 
pedient to do. fo. He earneſtly requeſted gentlemen would not 
reſiſt zn enquiry ſo equitable as the preſent. If gentlemen were 
convinced of the utility of the clauſes in queſtion, they ſhould 
court the enquiry —for their arguments will derive ſtability from 
it. If the monopoly of the Eaſt was ſtill to be conceded to Bri- 
tain, the i on which that conceſſion is made ought to be 
known—but if thoſe principles are concealed by reſiſting the en- 
quiry, public diftruſt muſt be the conſequence. The intentions 
of Adminiftration, he thought, were good; but if ſo, they ought 
to court rather than ſhun the enquiry. | 


Mr. S. Mooke ſaid, gentlemen who now brought forward 
this motion ought to have ſtated why they changed their ſenti- 
ments ſince the year 1779, when ſome gentlemen went ſo far as 
to ſay that any man who thould affirm that this queſtion was ever 
open to inveſtigation, was an enemy to his country. Pretty near- 
ly the ſame ſentiments had been avowed by gentlemen in 83. 
How, he aſked, would they juſtify their conduct in thus former- 
ly voting againſt the motion which they are now ſo zealous in in- 
2 Muſt they not acknowledge either inconſiſtency or 
error? Trade, he ſaid, ſhould be always ſuffered to work its 


own way—for it could never 1 with advantage. He op- 
2 ; 
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poſed the motion as tending to create animoſity between the two 
countries, which mult either ſtand or fall together; this, bow- 
ever, he obſerved, could never take place but when a good un- 
derſtanding ſubſiſted between the two countries; and this under- 
ſtanding could not ſubſiſt but where there prevailed a liberal and 
_ manly ifirit of forbearance, which would give and take adyan- 
tages that is, when reciprocity is not, as a tacetious nobleman ex- 


preſſed it, all on one fide. 


Mr. AxcHpaLrL ſaid, the preſent was but a repetition of a for- 
mer debate on the {ame ſubject. Were he to derive a figure from 
the ſubject matter of debate —he would aſłk why the Houle ſhould 
be kept in continual it water by this queſtion, and gentlemen 
forced to digeſt all the accerbity of oppoſition unſweetened by a 
particle of novelty. He thought domeſtic manufacture ſhould 
always be cultivated in preference to foreign commerce. If the 
grazier in the South, or the manuſaCturer in the North have a 
redundancy of money, ought not the one, he aſked, encreaſe his 
herds, and the orher his looms, rather than launch into wild ſpe- 
eulations of importing ſhawls and bamboo? He wiſhed country 
gentlemen would ſeriouſſy conſider what effect the adoption of this 
meaſure might have on the ſtaple manufacture, by provoking 
Britain to feraliate, in diſcontinuing their preference to Irith linen. 
The advantages of this trade were ſaid to be yet in the womb of 
time—the womb of time was a hackneyed expreffron—he cauti- 
oned gentlemen left they ſhould hazard the exiftence of this po- 
litical embryo by forcing its biith.— The laſt age, he obſerved, 
was a political age, when Priors and Addiſons were miniſters of 
ſtare—the preceding was a military age—and the preſent” was a 
commercial one—when ſoldiers, ad 'awyers, aud churchmen all 
ralked upon commerce—ſome mere or the ſake of talking 
others from a motive ſomewhat worſe, to agitate and exaſperate 
the public mind; but the people would not be deceived, for it is 
not eaſy to exaſperate men that are not unquiet, nor to turn men 
aſide that are advancing with ttcady ſtep to the point of general 


. proſperity. 


Sir J. Corr x ſaid, that it depended emirely on the Iriſh 
Parliament, whether their conſtituents ſhould be admitted to 
trade to the Eaſt, for no Britiſh ſtatute could prevent their doing 
fo, and he was glad to find, that no gentleman on the other ſide 
had ventured to aſſert, that the forei n trade of this country could 
be reſtricted by Englith Acts of Parliament. It had been gene- 
rally admitted that a trade to the Eaſt would be of advantage to 
this country, provided we were in a condition to carry it on; the 
arguments of gentlemen went more to ſhew the inexpediency of 
a 98 our claims, and our want of capital to carry on that 


trade, that we had not a right to do ſo, or that it would 
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not be beneficial in a commercial point of view; and though one 
gentleman had gone fo far as to ſay, that the Eaſt India trade was 
not beneficial, even to Great Britain, the flouriſhing ſtate it is 
now in, the extent to which it had been carried on, and the 
great deſire which Great Britain bas thewed, on every. occaſion, 
to retain a monopoly of that trade in her own hands, ſhewed 
clearly, he ſaid, how very benchicial it was to that country.— 
The prone export of inanutadtures which took place every 
year from the port of London to the Eaſt, and the produce re- 
ceived in retu n, which is moitly 1e exported, with great pro- 
fit, to otber countries, clearly cvince, that the trade is a very 
beneficial one; «nd if ſo to Great Britain, therggcan be no rea- 
ſon, he ſaid, why it ſhould not be ſo to Ireland, in proportion to 
the extent to which it ſhould be carried on from hence; it would 
open to us a molt extenſive marker, and we ſhould receive the re- 
turns from thence on much cheaper terms, than we do row 
through the medium of Great Britain; we ſhould receive them 
in exchange for own manufactures, and not, as we do now, in 
exchange tor the manufactures of another country. 
He 1aid the principal points relied on by the other fide were, 
that if our claims were inſiſted on, it might create jealouſies with 
the ſiſter country, that as no advantage was to ariſe from it, it 
would be unwiſe to run any riſque, for that Ireland was not in a 
capacity to carry on an Eaſtern trade with any proſpe& of ſuc- 
cels: as to the firſt, he did not approve of language of that kind 
being made uſe of, for it ſeemed calculated to intimidate rather 
than to convince, nor was it any reaſon why the repreſentatives 
of the people thould for one moment forget the obligation they 
are under to protect their conſtituents in the enjoyment of their 
juſt rights and privileges; but he looked upon every apprehen- 
ſion of that kind to be ill-founded—becauſe Great Britain was 
too juſt and liberal, ever to reſent our eudeayouring to eſtabliſh 
thoſe rights, which ſhe was ſenſible we are entitled to on every 
principle of natural juſtice. If that mode of reaſoning had been 
attended to, we neyer ſhould have had a free conſtitution, or that 
portion of free trade which we now poſſeſs, and therefore, as the 
juſtice of theſe claims can never be diſputed, he thought we never 
could be condemned in the opiniqn of any reaſonable or well 
judzing perſon, for endeavquring to make them productive of 
ſome advantage to the public, As ta the argument made uſe of, 
„That Ireland was not in a condition to carry on an Eaſtern 
trade, he did not conſider it as poſſeſſing any degree gf weight; 
lor either Ireland was in a condition to carry on that trade, or 
the was not, If ſhe was not, what injury could ariſe to Great 
Britain from repealing thoſe acts of Parliament, which reſtricted 
her in that particular? If ſhe was in a condition to carry on 
that trade, it was the ſtrongeſt of all poſſible arguments, why we 
ſhould aſſert thoſe rights, becauſe it would be attended with very 
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great advantage to the country. It was 3 he ſaid, that in- 


ability, occaſioned by a reſtriction on trade, thould be urged, as 
a reaſon why thoſe reſtrictions ſhould be continued: Gentlenien 
had miſtaken the effect for the cauſe: they had ſaid, we cannot 
trade, becauſe we are poor; but the fact is, we are not as rich as 
we might have been, becauſe we have been reſtricted in our trade. 
If theſe reſtrictions are removed, he ſaid, there can be no reaſon 
why we ſhould not be as commercial, and as opulent a people as 
any of our neighbours. Convinced as he was that the trade would 
be beneficial tu this 8 and that we are in a capacity to 
carry It on with effect, he ſaid he never would conſent to ſacrihce 
thoſe benefits at the ſhrine of any company whatſoever, and 
therefore he ſhould vote in favour of the motion. 


Sir B. Rocue conſidered this motion as the third part of the 
ſame queſtion. It was only a bubble for the public eye to look 
upon — a tub to a whale—it was defigned by oppoſition to draw 
three field days out of the ſame ſubject in order to exerciſe the 

troops to bore the miniſter and the Houſe to get ſhut of their da- 
 muaged powder. Our free trade and conſtitution were a jealous 
ſubjeR, and therefore they were placed in the front of the battle to 
impreſs the public mind with an unfavourable idea. He was an 
enemy to both kingdoms, he ſaid, who wiſhed to diminiſh the 
brotherly affection of the two sis ER countries our trade to Eng- 
land was more valuable to us than that to all the reſt of the world, 
and therefore: ſhould be more attended to.— Our exports in linen 
to England, he ſaid, was annually 22,622,991 million of yards 
This excited a general laugh, which ſubſiding, Sir B. went on 
with ſang froid to finiſh his ſtatement. | 


Mr. Foxses ſaid, he roſe not to ſpeak with a deſign to agi- 
tate or exaſperate the public mind, but to ſtate ſome objection 
to the arguments that had been urged by the other ſide, in order 
either to have his doubts removed, or that, if gentlemen acknow- 
ledged their force, they might vote for the motion. It was 4. 
ſerted by an Hon. Member (Mr. Moore) that a motion ex:&iy 
ſimilar to the preſent was oppoſed in 83 by thoſe who now ſup- 
port it. The truth was not ſo, as was apparent from the Jour- 
nals of that year, out of which he read an extra@, importing 
that a committee was moved for ** to enquire into the ſtate of the 
importation of articles, the growth and produce of the Eaft In- 
dies, and the laws reſpecting the ſame—and that the committec 
was accordingly appointed.” —As to the objection of the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, that a repeal of theſe clauſes was not di- 
realy movedfor—he ſaid, if his Hon. Friend had made ſuch a 
motion he would have exceeded his duty. He could not believe 

hat any man would be ſo hardy as thus to urge a direct motion 
on {uch a queſtion, only that he might brand it by a direct nega- 
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tive which would remain on the Journals. The motion for a 
Committee was more moderate, for whatever might be the iſſue 
of the enquiry, a diſſolution of the Committee would prevent 
any diſgraceful memento on either ſide of the queſtion. But the 
motion was wiſe and politic as well as moderate for there was a 
ſtanding order of the Engliſh Parliament, that no motion or bill, 
&c. tending to affect the conſtitution, the religion, or the trade 
of the country, ihould be entertained till it was firſt conſidered 
and reported by a committee, he witneſſed the late motion of Mr. 
Mitford on the repeal of the penal laws in England, which was 
firſt conſideted in a committce of the whole Houle, before it could 
be propoſed—and though no ſuch order exiſted in the Iriſh Par- 
liament, yet the good tenſe and reaſonableneſs of the principle 
gave it ſuthcient ſanction. | 

J he ſeaſon choſen for bringing forward this motion, had been 
objected to. Could ahy ſeaſon, 1 aſked, be ſo proper for the 
motion as that when the charter of the company was expiring, 
and when the miniſter had given public notice thereof? This was 
certainly an invitation to all parts of the empire to ſtate their ob- 
jections to the renewal of charter, and if at ſuch a ſeaſon, and 
at a time too when a convention reſpecting the trade of Nootka, 
| ſo intimately connected with the trade of the Eaſt was laid before 
the Houſe; if at ſuch a time ſuch an accumulation of circumſtan- 
ces thould have no effect upon the Houſe, it muſt undoubtedly 
teach the Britiſh miniſter that we are not only not inclined to ex- 
erciſe our right to che India trade, but that we are diſinclined even 
to examine whether it is expedient or not ſo to do, and it will 
certainly be fair for him to conſtrue our ſilence into a compleat ah- 
dication of the right and the exerciſe. | 

This, however, would not be the only effect of our ſilence at 
this criſis—it will invite injuſtice aud inſult from every other 
monopoly in England—the S. S. company—the African company, 
the Hudſon's bay company the Turkey company —all of theſe, 
as well as the India company, will endeavour to exclude vs from 
their reſpective branches of commerce, and Ireland might be ex- 
cluded from trade to every quarter of the world, W 

As to the argument on which gentlemen reſt in ſuch full eon- 
fidence, viz. that we do not give up our right, but only the ex- 
erciſe of it, he ſaid, it ſeemed to prove that Ireland contended 
for a free trade only to have the pleaſure of ſurrendering it. He 
compared our conduct in this A e with that of the extrava- 


gant man, who levies fines and ſuffers recoyeries in order to aſ- 
N and eſtabliſſi his title with a deſign of immediately trans- 
erring it. 3 - * ; a f 2 * 4 ON 0 & = 
The threat held out that England would retaliate and withdraw 
the preferences we now enjoy in our commerce, was futile. Eng- 
land drew from this country annually rents to a very great amount; 
thoſe rents could be tranſmitted only through the medium of 
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commerce, and therefore England would eventually be as much 
a loſer as Ireland, by diſcouraging our commerce with her. That 
the duties laid on the import of foreign linen into England were 
deſigned only to protect Iriſh linen, were denied: the right hon. 
gentleman [Chancellor of the Exchequer] who aſſerted they were, 
was highly criminal if he was ſo ill informed as to think ſo. The 
journals of the Engliſh Parliament contaiued a number of petiti- 
ons from different manufacturing towns, praying for an entreaſe 
of theſe duties on foreign linen, as neceſſary to the exiſtence of 
that manufacture in Great Britain, which, by the report of the 
committee of the Engliſh Parliament exceeded ede the 
quantity of Iriſh linen iniported. The objects of the duties then 
were not to favour us, but themſelves. Ahe bounty on the ex- 
port of linen from ＋ alſo ſaid to be deſigned merely as a 
tavour to Ireland; that it was not, he proved by reading the 
report of a committee to enquire into the date of the linen trade 
in Great Britain, by which it appeared that by means of this 
bounty, the manufacture of linen in England had greatly encreaſed, 
the object of the bounty of the export therefore, as well as the 
duties on the import of foreign linen, were calculated for their 
own benefit, not ours, and therefore there was no reaſon to fear 
they would be diſcontinued ; the threat of commercial hoſtility, 
then, on the part of England, he hoped, they ſhould hear 10 
more of—it ſhould be for ever diſmiſſed. '— | | 
It had been ſaid that the India trade was followed by Britain 
only for the ſake of getting home her territorial inveſtments—he 
denied it: for many years no inveſtments had been ſent home, and 
Lord Cornwallis in a recent diſpatch had declared it impoſſible 
for him to remit any. But, however, that might-be with reſpect 
to the India trade, the remiſſion of er inveſtment could 
not be urged as a reaſon for not purſuing the China trade there 
e had no territory, and it is the China trade that we now look for. 
Another argument was, that the Eaftern trade was a lofing one 
to the public. The India company flouriſhing for many years, 
were a proof of the contrary aud the encreaſe of trade and reve- 
nue of the kingdom was an incontrovertable proof that the pub- 
lic were not loſers by it. | 
A As to its being a trade requiring an export of bullion not of 
manufaQures, he ſaid, that if we export manufactures to Spain 
for bullion to be ſent to India, then the trade to India is an in- 
terchange of goods for goods, and conſequently muſt promote 
the manufaQtures of the country? In Spain we have already open- 
ed a market for our linen, and this trade will increaſe in propor- 
tian to our demand for her byllion. | | 
He concluded by ſaying that nothing could ſo directly endan- 
ger the connection of the two countries as menace.—England 
may be aſſured, he ſaid, that ber ſtrength will grow with our 
wealth, and even our wealth itſelf muſt finally center in her as the 
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circulating blood returns to the heart. By agreeing to the pre- 
ſent motion gentlemen would not be bound to vote on either ſide 
of the principal queſtion, but if they refuſed going into the Com- 
mittee propoſed, he would not wn they were agents of Bririfh 
monopoly and faction, but certainly they acted as if they were. 


Mr. Busne. Though I have an high reſpe& for the Hon. 
Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, I ſhall give 4 little time to the ar- 
guments he has made ule of. Iwill not go into a ſpecial plead- 
ing on the wording of this motion - the icope or tendency of ir 
has been fairly and fully Jaid before you, by the Hon. Mover of 
it. He called upon us to exercile our right, or elſe our right is 
nothing—he told us we ſhould be like a man having an eſtate, 
with a prohibition to receive the rents—-he has fairly acquainted 
us with the extent of his object—the repeal of the clauſes which 
obſtru& our trade to India. Though I think the Hon. Gentle- 
man's doctrine tends to miſzad the public, I cannot accuſe him of 
trifling with it. His ſpeech is an anſwer to thoſe who call this a a 
motion merely to gain information. 

Another argument of the Hon. Gent. is that on the ſame prin- 
ciples we ſhould exclude ourſclves from other branches of com- 
merce—the African trade, the South Whale Fiihery, the Tur- 
key trade. What have theſe, Sir, to do with this debate or 
with the motion on your table? Ihe principle of leaving Great 
Britain in poſſeſſion of all thoſe veſted preferences which our laws 
confer upon her, and on which JI oppoſe the motion of this 
night, does not extend to any of the trades he ſpeaks of. I know 
of no law which gives them any obſtruction. I ke clauſe which 
obſtruQs the direct trade to China is in being, and of a pretty 
long ſtanding. X Ko 

If I ſhall ſupport that clauſe—if I ſhall purſue that conduct 
which I have purſued in Parliament for more than 20 years—if I 
ſhall follow the example of every member of the laſt Parlia- 
ment, I truſt that I can vindicate the conſiſtency of my own con- 
duct— not reproaching any alteration which I may obſerve in the 

opinions of others. * nothing changed, which in my mind, 
ſhould affect this queſtien. No alteration has been made by 

Great Britain in thoſe commercial preferences which the has 
been accuſtomed to give to Ireland-- nothing has been changed in 
our relative ſituations, ſave only, that our amity has been more 
confirmed and that we have paſſed a reſolution to ſtard and fall 
by Great Britain. The advantages which might be derived from 
the Indian commerce, are juſt the ſame—the iſlands, the penin- 
ſulas, the continents, are juſt as large, as they were during the 
laſt Parliament—the rights of Ireland are jutt the ſame, and I 
lee nothing that has changed except the ſtate of parties. 

The hon. mover has indeed attempted to ſhew one circum- 
ſtance of diſtinction. He tells us that it was but in the laſt ſeſſi- 
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on, we paſſed a vote aſſiſting England in a diſpute concerning a 
ſettlement in thoſe laritudes, to which he now propoſes to direct 
our commerce — what falls from him deſerves oblervation—and 
I will give him a Tubſtantial anſwer.— That grant indeed was 
but of the laſt ſeſſion, but the principle on which it was ſounded, 
was as old as the year 1782, —and it I miſtate that principle, let 
me be ſtopped before I draw concluſions from it. I pronounce it 
to be this that we are bound to aſſiſt Great Britain, whenever 
her intereſts, her rights, or her honour ſhall be aſſailed. That 
we have promiſed to ftand and fall by her, and that we claim 
that ſhe is to ſtand and fall by us. It is a principle by which 
there does not fail a fiſhing boat from Dungarvan, that has not 
the conſtructi ve preſence of an hundred ſhips of the line to ſc- 
cure her froin capture. No matter to which country the injury 
is done—it is a common caule, and to be reſented by both. If a 
linen ſhip, ſailing from Ireland were taken by an 2 if the 
Britiſh nation were by that capture engaged in a war which coſt 
her twenty millions would. you not ſay to her—It is your com- 
pact?—and if in conſequence of that great expenditure, ſhe 
thould think it right to take from you the ſubſiſting preferences 
which ſhe gives you in commerce—I aſk now, how you would 
feel and reſent it? Is there a man amongſt you that would not re- 
ſent it? Let him riſe in his place—upon all of you, upon each I 
call. Is there a man amongtt you that will tell us that he would 
not aſſert the claims and intereſts of Ireland? They are ſilent 
what then is the argument of the Hon. Gentleman? We are 
juſtified becauſe we expended fiſty-ſix thouſand pounds; to do 
that, which you would reſent in Great Britain, if the had ex- 
N twenty millions I promiſed to anſwer the Hon. Gent. 
hope I have kept my engagement. F | 
At one o'clock next morning the queſtion was put, when there 


appeared, ; | 420 
" Noes — — 143 

Ayes — — 86 

Majority a 3 


Tuxsbav, Maxcu 8, 1791. 


Mr. Jonx O Nail preſented a 8 from the tanners of 
Belfaſt.— Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Joun CLauprus BeresroORD preſented a bill for eſta- 
bliſhing an Apothecaries Hall in this city, was read a firſt time. 


Mr. Gzavpox reported from the Committee to whom was 
referred, the petition of the ſhoe-makers, and to whom was 


1791. n= . E 8. 299 


likewiſe referred the petition of the tanners of this city the re- 
port was received, read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


Dr. Bu ow begged leave to know when the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Grattan) who had brought in the bill for the im- 
provement of. barren land, wiſhed to have it read a ſecond time, 
as it was intended, with the leave of the Houſe, to bring coun- 
ſel to the bar to argue againſt the principle of the bill, and the 
proper ſtage for that would be on the ſecond reading of the bill. 


Mr. GxatTTan mentioned Monday next, and it was ordered 
that the bill be read a ſecond time that day. - | 


— ä — ICP. - 


WezpxEesDay, MARCH 9, 1791. 


Mr. Gzatran preſented the Election Bill, which was read 
a firſt tine, and ordered for a ſecond reading to-morrow. 


Mr. Gzavnon brought forward his motion for a committee of 
enquiry on the police expenditure to Michaelmas, 1790, which 
was agreed to without oppoſition, and appointed to fit to-morrow 
and adjourn from day to day. | | 


Mr. Cure, chairman of the ſelect committee appointed to 
try and determine the merits of the petitions of Wilham Todd. 
Jones and Richard Griffith, Eſqrs. complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return for the borough: of Liſburn, reported reſolu- 
tion of the committe, which was received, read, and agreed to 
by the Houſe, and are as follows: | | 

Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, that George 
Hatton, Eſq. John Moore, Eſq. William 'I'ood jones, Eſq. and 
Richard Grithth, Eſq. were not duly elected, and ought not to 
have been returned as burgeſſes to terve in the preſent Parlia- 
ment for the borough of Liſburn. | 

Ordered, That the Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the clerk 
of the crown, to make out writs for eleCting two burgeſſes to ſerve 
in the preſent Parliament for the borough of Liſburn. 


Mr. Buxton ConvyncHan, chairman of the ſelect com- 
mittee. appointed to try and determine the merits of the petition 
of the Hon. John Stratford, and alſo the perition of certain free- 
holders of the 1 of Wicklow, complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return for the ſaid county, reported the reſolution of the 

committee, which was received, read, and agrecd to bychy Houſe, 
and is as follow: OM 
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Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that Ni- 
cholas Weſtby, Eq. and William Hume, Efq. were duly elec- 
ted and returned Meinbers to ſerve in the preſent Parliament for 
the county of Wicklow; that the petitions of the Hon. Jehn 
Stratford and certain freeholders of the county of Wicklow, ſo 
far as they reſpect the election and return of Nicholas Weſtby, 
Eſq. for the ſaid county, were frivolous, and that the expences 
incurred ſhould be paid. | 


Mr. Gzoxce Poxnsonsy moved, that the proper officer do 
lay before this Houſe, an a teſted copy of the affidavit in the caſe 
of Richard Daly, againit John Magee, upon which the Chief 
Juſtice of the Court of King's Bench ordered a writ to iflue for 
4000l.—alſo, that an atteſted copy of the verdi& upon the trial 
in the foregoing caſe, be laid before this Houſe ; —alſo, that an 
atteſted copy of the afhlavir in the caſe of Francis Higgins againſt 
John Magee, upon which the Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench 
ordered a writto iſſue for 2000]. be laid before this Houle ;—alſo, 
that an atteſted copy of the affidavit in the caſe of Frances Tra- 
cy againſt John Magee, upon which the Chief Juſtice of the 
King's Bench ordered a writ to ifſue for 1000]. be laid before this 
Houſe ;—alfo, that an atteſted copy of the affidavit in the caſe of 
John Brenan *againſt John Magee, upon which the Chief Juſtice 
of the King's Bench ordered a writ to iſſue for 58001. be laid be- 
fore this Houſe—which were ordered accordingly. 5 


Dr. Dufcxax ſaid, that with regard to the firſt motion he 
had not the ſmalleſt objection; but, with reſpect to the others, 
there were diſtinct rules made in the Court of King's Bench, for 
their ſeveral trials, which would certainly take place in the vis 
PRIUS aſter the next Term; and he therefore wiſhed to ſubmit 
to the Hon. Gentleman, whether ſuch ſteps might not tend to 
injure the plaintiffs, and 33 the minds of people ?—there- 
2 was for deferring thoſe till their iſſue might be known in that 

Ourt. 


Mr. Poxsonsy ſaid, there were many reaſons for bringing 
them on at this time; but there was one which put it clearly be- 
ond Parliamentary objection, which was, that theſe papers had 
— laid before the Houſe laſt ſeſſion ; that, as ſoon as thoſe pa- 
ſhould come in, he would give notice of bringing on a mo- 
tion, that the Committee of the Courts of Juſtice ſhould fir to 
take the ſubjeR into conſideration. 


Mr. Foxszts preſented the place bill, which was read a firſt 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Saturday. 

The order of the day for the Houſe reſolving itſelf into a 
Committee on the bill for the better regulatingthe Foundling Hoſ- 
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| punts was, upon the motion of Sir John Blaquiere, poſtponed to 
vel day. | | | 
— a 
TrursSDay, March 10, 1791. 
A ſelect Committee was appointed to try the Leitrim election. 


Mr. Maso preſented a bill for ſelling malt by meaſure, 
which was read a firſt time, and ordered for a ſecond reading to- 
morrow. | | 


Mr. Foxes preſented the Penſion bill, which was read a firſt 
time, and ordered for a ſecond reading on Saturday. 


— —— — —ů— 
Fripay, March 11, 1791. 


Mr. Mason preſented the following petition : 


To the Right Honourable and Honourable the K nights, Citizens, and 
Burgeſſes in Parliament aſſembled. 


The Petition of the Revenue Officers, whoſe names are hereun- 
to {ubicribed, on behalf of themſelves and the other officers 
of his Majeſty's Revenue to Ireland, 


5 Sheweth, 


That petitioners have ſeen with infinite ſorrow and alarm, 
a bill introduced into this Houſe, tending to deprive them of their 
franchiſe, and diſgrace them in the eyes of their fellow-citizens. 

„ That petitioners beg leave with all humiitty, to repreſent 
to the Houle, that by the conſtitution of this realm, no citizen 
can be deprived ef his fa anchiſe. unleſs be forfeits the ſame by a 
crime committed againſt the law. | 

That this Houſe is, in a peculiar degree, the guardian of 
the liberties and franchiſes of the people. 

hat petitioners are unconſcious of having committed any 
crime againit the law, by accepting his Majeſty's commiſſion, to 
aſſiſt in the collection of the revenues granted to hisMajeſty by 
Parliament. | | | 

„That by marking with diſgrace the character of a revenue 
officer, the Houſe will take away the greateſt incentive to the 


true diſcharge of their duty; and hereafcer, ſhould the bill paſs, 
no man, who regards character, will accept of a revenue em- 
ployment. f | | 

© Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that this Houſe, which 
is the guardian of the rights and franchiſes of the people, will 
not, becauſe with juſtice and a due regard te the c 


nſtitution it 
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cannot deprive of their franchiſe and diſgrace in the eyes of their 
fellow citizens, a numerous claſs of Proteſtants, whoſe ſervice: 
are neceſſary to the country, who hold their reputation as dear as 
any other claſs of men within the realm—and who have nor, by 
any crime, forfeited their rights as Iriſhmen, —Ordered to lic 
on the table. — — 


—— . — — 


Mo x DAY, MaRc 14. 


Sir Jonx BLaqQu1Eke preſented a bill for incorporating min- 
ing companies, Which was read a firit time. 


Mr. Day preſented a bill for continuing certain temporary ſta- 
tues, which was read a firſt tin. 


Mr. GraTrTaAN preſented a petition from the corporation of 
brewers, complaining of embarraſſment, by the mode of collect- 
ing the exciſe on beer and ale, aud of the loſs ſuftained by them 
in the collection of that duty. In proportion to wine meaſure on 
the gallon of 216 cube inches, inftead of ale meaſure, or the 
gallon of 272 cube inches, by which the duty on a barrel of ale, 
inſtead of being 25. 6d. as ftated under the late regulations, was, 
in fact, 3s.—and the petition being read, Mr. Grattan moved that 
it be referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe, and that leave 
be given to the petitioners to be heard by their counſel. 


This was warmly oppoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr. Maſon, and the Accountant General ; firſt, as founded on a 
falſe aſſertion, with regard to the late regulations, which made 
no alteration whatever from the meaſure on which the hereditary 
revenue had been collected on ale for above an hundred years—as 
calling on the Houſe to hear evidence againſt an act of Parlia- 
ment, which it had paſſed but few days ſince, which had met the 
unanimous concurrence of the other Houle of Parliament, and 
was now, in all probability, on its way back from England after 
having received the RoyaLaſſent. Such a petition, however pro- 


per it might have been while the bill was pending in the Houle 
Was now out of order. | | 


Mr. GxaTTAN contended that the petition, though late, was 
by no means improper or unſeaſonable it was warranted by con- 
ſtant uſage and daily precedents. Petitions were continually pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, praying for the repeal of laws which the 
had paſſed, but which were ſound in the operation to be oppreſ- 
- five, and this at a time when theſe laws were not in agitation, 
nor before the Houſe as ſubjeQs of diſcuſſion. He inſtanced the 
aſe of the Police, againſt which ſeveral petitions had been re- 


17914 nr 303 


ceived, a Conimittee of Inquiry appointed to exanuine the merits 
of thoſe petitions, — they were againſt a law which had 
paſſed the Houle. If the Gentlemen on the other ſide of the 
Houſe were determined to reſiſt the petition, he was ſorry for it; 
they would, in ſuch an inſtance, reject the application of a very 
reſpectable body of traders, and muſt, for his own part, reſt 
ſati:fied with having done his own duty by the application. 

The queſtion being put on Mr. Grattan's motion, it was nega- 
tived without a diviſion, 


— — — — —— 


TuESDAY, MARCH 15, 1791, 


A ſelect Committee was appointed for trying the petition of 
John Hatch, Eſq; complaining of an undue election for the bo- 
rough of Swords. ; 


Mr. SecxeETaRY HORBAN T moved for leave to bring in a bill 
for regulating the iſſuing of ſpirit licenſes fer the ſale of ſpiritous 
liquors, by retail, and tor remedying the abuſes that have ariſen 
from the immoderate uſe of ſuch liquors. Leave was accordingly 

iven; as was alſo to Sir Edward Crofton to bring in a bill to 
Peale the number of perſons being carried on the outſide of ſtage 

coaches and other carriages. 
A petition of the debtors confined in the city goal of Cork, 
was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, that the 
petitioners, ſeventy-five in number, ſonie of whom have been 
confined upwards of three years, and the whole of the ſaid mi- 
ſerable number of human beings, languiſhing in a ſtate of ina- 
bility, afflictions and deſpondency, are real jects of legiſlative 
| compaſſion ; that the number of the petitioners are daily encreaſ- 
ing, and what makes their caſe the more deplorable the petitioners 
are a ſet of miſerable and unfortunate creatures, torn away from 
their wives and families, plunged into and immured within the 
loathſome walls of a dreary priſon, the ſeminary of vice and im- 
morality, ſhut out from the comforts of ſociety, deprived of 
pure air, and the means of providing for their wretched offspring, 
rendered uſeleſs to the community, and dragging out a A 
exiſtence in the {aid manſion of diſtreſs; that the petitioners are 
ſtimulated by one cheerful ray of hope, that the Houſe will make 
the preſent year a remarkable zra in the minds of inſolvent 
debtors, by accompliſhing their final liberation as a ſignal 
act of the rith Legiſlature ; petitioners therefore, with all hu- 
mility, refer their caſe to the wiſdom, candour and humanity of 
Parliament, humbly and confidentially imploring their aſſiſtance 
for the accompliſhment of this moſt ſalutary ure, and pray- 
ing relief, —It was ordeaed to lie on the cable, | 1 
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Read a third time, and paſſed, the bill to render the proſecu- 
tion of perſons indicted tor perjury and ſubornat ion of perjury 
more ealy and effectual. 


Mr. GraTTaAN' preſented, a petition of the Right Honorable 
the Lord Mayor, dheriffs, Commons and Citizens of the city of 
Dublin, under their common teal ; ſetting forth, that the peti- 
tioners humbly conceive the preſent acts for eſtabliſhing the buſi- 
neſs of pawnbroking are ineffectual, and that the ſame-encroach 
on the peritioners chartered rights, by circumſcribing the power 
of the magiſtrates at large of the laid ancient and loyal city, a 
power which they always equally enjoyed previous to the patling 
laid acts; that the petitioners humbly apprehend great advanra- 
ges would accrue by the following amendments thereto, viz. that 
the whole of the pawnbroking bnſineſs ſhould be fubjeQ to the 
authority and inſpection of ali the magiſtrates of this city, who 
ſhould be reſpectively and without any diſtinction empowered to 
hear, determine and enforce obedience to the laws made reſpect- 
ing the ſame ; that a reward jhould be given to the pawnbrokers 
as an encouragement, for detecting perſons offering ſtolen good; 
to pawn, which would be a means ot preventing the readily diſ- 
2 and 2 of ſtolen articles, and alſo a means of leading 
to the proſecution of ſelons; that the pawnbrokers ſhould be 
claſſed into ſeparate and diſtinct claſſes, each claſs to receive a cer- 
tain rate of intereſt, viz. firſt claſs to lend ſmall ſums not ex- 
ceeding two pounds at twenty-five per cent. the ſecond claſs, to 
lend ſums from two pounds to ten or fifteen per cent. the third 
claſs to lend any ſum not leſs than ten pounds at ten pounds per 
cent.; and that the time for the borrowers redeeming the articles 
pawned by them ſhould be extended from fix to twelve months ;— 
that the petitioners have experienced the mode of inſuring lottery 
tickets to be a ſpecies of gambling at once the moſt infatuating 
and ruinous in its effects, and the petitioners are warranted in 
aſſerting that it hath induced many ſervants and others to pilfer, 
ſteal and einbezzle, in order to purſue a chance that ſeems to 
elude and defy all purſuit ; it makes the needy yet more indi- 
gent in their circutnſtances, perſons who would otherwiſe be ho- 
neſt and induſtrious corrupt and idle, and during the drawing of 
the lottery, the minds of the people, and particularly the lower 
order, are found to be too much intereſted and agitated to attend 
to their reſpeQive trades and employments. whereby the public 
muſt be for the time deprived of the advantages that would other- 
wiſe arife from an honeſt induftry ; therefore as the meaſure hath 
been found, when reduced to practiſe, to have unavoidably for 
its end the promotion of gambling, and conſequently muſt impair 
the induſtry and morality of the people, the petitioners think it 
highly neceſſary that fome means ſhould be uſed to put an effec» 


1791] n 39g 


tral. flop to fo alarming and dangerous an. evil; and therefore 
praying relief. — lt was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Grattan allo preſented a petition of the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and citizens of the 
city of Dublin, under their common ſeal, ſetting forth, that by 
a bill no depending before the Houle, entitled a bill for the bet- 
ter regulation of the foundling-hoſpital of the city of Dublin, 
and for repealing the laws now in being which relate thereunto, 
the rights of the corporation are, as the petitioners conceive, ma- 
terially infringed upon ſuch of the petitioners ſucceſſors as may 
hereaſter ſerve the offices of Lord Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen 
and Sheriffs of the ſaid ancient and loyal city, being thereby 
excluded from ſucceeding them as governors over that ;nititution, 
which was originally founded by the petitioners predeceſſors, and 
liberally endowed by them with fourteen acres of their ancient 
eltate, and who under all fornier acts relating thereto were per- 
petual directors; that in caſe a certain clauſe in the ſaid bill thail 
paſs into a law, the original intentiou of that charitable inftitu- 
tion will be thereby direQly ſubverted, inaſmuch as the doors 
of ſaid hoſpital are liable to be ſhut whenever the expenſes at- 
trending the fame thould exceed the funds thereof and the aid of 
Parliament: and the miſeries that muſt thence enſue will be ſhock- 
ing to humanity ; that by one other clauſe in ſaid bill a power is 
granted to perſons not being magiſtrates of the ſaid city to admi- 
niſter oaths within the city, and proceed to punith the ſubject 
without the interference of a jury or the legal magiſtrate ; that 
the petitioners are ſenſible ſoine reform is neceſſary to be made in 
the act, now in being relating to ſaid inſtitution, but petitioners 
humbly conceive the fame may and can be eaſily and effectually 
made without militating againſt the rights of the ſaid ancient and 
lopal corporation, its original founders ; the petitioners there- 
fore pray the Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, . and 
continue to petitioners their right to uperintend and act in the di- 
rection of a charity to which they, its natural protectors, have 
ſo liberally and eſſentially contributed, and alſo to pernit petiti- 
oners to be heard by counſel, if neceflary, at the bar of the Houſe 
againſt the ſaid bill paſſing into a law, | | 

It was ordered to lie on the table. 

A petition of the company ot undertakers of the grand canal, 
under their common ſeal, was preſented to the Houle and read ; 
ſetting forth, that the propoſed termination of the grand canal 
at the river Liffey, aided; by the water of the grand canal, af- 
for ds one of the moſt convenient ſituations in Europe for making 
floating and graving docks for the {ate lying, building and repairs 
of ſhipping ; that the rapid encreaſe of trade in the ports of Li- 
verpool and Hull has been in a great degree owing to the a:com- 
modation afforded to thipping in their docks ; that excluſive of 
the inconveniencies which ariſe to ſhipping from taking the 
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ground at low water, by which all ſharp-built veſſels are pre- 
cluded from the trade, the want of gravins docks lays the few 
ihips that now belong to the port of Dublin under the neceiſity 
of going to Liverpool for repairs, whereby {hip-building is 16 
much diſcouraged rhat the petitioners are informed that upwards 
of 200,000]. per annum is now paid for freight to the {hips of 
other countries for goods carried to and from the port of Dublin; 
that the Britiſh Parliament in the year 1774 were ſo ſenſible of 
the great advantages that would ariſe to commerce by the making 
of docks, that they granted to the undertakers of the docks ar 
Kingſton upon Hull, tor making docks there which do not eon- 
tain more than one hundred lail of fea veſlels, not only the ground 
upon which thote docks are creed, bur a Jum of 15,000! in ad- 
dition thereto, and general rates upon all veſlels not only enter- 
ing the ſaid docks, hut entering the port of Hull; that the peti- 
tioners have agreed for the purchalc of ground communicating 
with the river Liffey at the termination of the grand canal, on 
which they can ereQ doc ks three thouſand three hundred and 
fifty feet in length, and three hundred and twenty feet in average 
width, running for fiſteen hundred and fiſty feet parallel to the 
river Liffey, near the Marine ſchool, and aſterwards extending 
eighteen hundred feet upwards towards the town, in which ex- 
tent of ground ample proviſion can be made for the accommoda- 
tion and ſaſe- lying of upwards of four hundred {ai} of ſea veſſels: 
that the petitioners by means of their canal can always ſupply the 
ſaid docks with fixteen feet depth of water, which the pctition- 
ers are informed is upwards of four feet more than the depth af- 
forded to ſhipping in the Hull docks; and the petitioners by 
means of ſuch depth of water cannot only ſupply water of ſut- 
ficient depth to accommodate giaving docks for the repair of the 
largeft ſhips to be connected with the ſaid floating docks, but can 
avert the danger of fire among jhipping in ſhallow water, hav- 
ing in ſixteen feet of water the conſtant means of ſinking any ihip 
that may by accident take fire; that do ks ſupplied from the tide 
are always liable to fill with ind from the ſea, and cannot be 
cleanſed without great labour and expenſe, and great occaſional 
:nconventence to the ſhipping, but that docks ſupplied with water 
from an higher level, ſuch as the preſent canal affords are totally 
free from thoſe great inconveniencies, befides which they afford 
the opportunity to ſhipping of taking in freſh water without un- 
ſipping their caſks, as the ſhips at this port are now obliged to 
do; that the eſtimate of making the ſaid floating docks, together 
with the proper graving docks for the trade of the port of Dub- 
lin, amounts to 46,7861. 125. which eſtimate, together with a 
plan of the ſaid docks, were laid before the Houſe with the ſaid 
petition ; that the petitioners are ready to undertake the execu- 
tion of the ſaid docks within the term of two years, on receiving 


a bounty of 23, 3931. 6s. to be paid in manner following, tha: 


. 
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is to ſay, that when the petitioners ſhall have expended of their 
own money 7,000l. upon the ſaid docks, to be certified by the 
commitſioners 0: public accounts, that the peritioners ihall receive 
the fuin of 7,0001. part of ſaid bounty; and when the petition- 
ers thall have expended upon the ſaid docks the ſaid bounty of 
-oool. and a further ſum of 7000]. of the petitioners own mo- 
ev, to be certified as atoretaid, that the pet tioners ſhall receive 
a further ſum of 7ovol. ; and that when the peritioners ſhall 
bave fini ilied the {aid docks agrecab!ly to the plan hereunto an- 
nexed, that the pctitioners thall receive the tum of 9393]. 6s. 
being the reſi ue of the fad tum of 23,3931. 65. and that the 
petitioner> ihall be entitled to char e the following rates and dues 
on all veſſels entering the {aid dock, that is to lay, 6d. per ton 
on the burthen or tonnage of all fith veſſels, and ts. per ton on 
the burthen or tonage of all other veſſels entering the gre docks, 
and that the pcritioners thali be entitled to ſuch rate or dues upon 
all veſſel; uſing or entering the graviig ducks as are now paid on 
all veilels entering the graving docks at the port of Liverpool, 
and for wharfage upon the wharts, the ſame rates of whartage as 
are payable at the wharis of the city of London; and therefore 
praying the Houſe to grant the petitioners ſuch aid as aforeſaid 
on the aforeſaid terms.—lt was ordered to lie on the table. 


Sir Joun BLaquieke deſired that the petition which the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had juſt preſented to the Houſe againſt 
the bill for the better regulating the Foundling Hoſpital, be read 
by the clerk, which being complied wich, Sir John obſerved, 
that the petition did not go againſt the principle of the bill, but 
it only went to matters of regulation. He conſidered the petition 
as unjuſt, illiberal, and unfounded in point of fact; and he ex- 
preiſed ſome ſurpriſe, that the Right Fon. Gentleman, whoſe 
character deſervedly ſtood ſo high, would preſent a petition of 
this nature. | 


Mr. GraTTan ſaid, it would be violating every principle of 
repreſentation if repreſentatives were not to preſent and attend 
to the petitions of their conſtituents. Reſpecting the petition in 
queſtion, it had been given to him that morning by the Lord 
Mayor, who had done him the honour of calling on him with it, 
in order to preſent it to the Houſe, and attending to the inſtruct- 
jon of his conſtitueuts, ſhould ever be the leading feature of his 
parliamentary conduct. He obſerved, that it had been but too 
much the practiſe, for theſe ſome years paſt, to endeavour to 
ouſt the corporation of this city from whatever advantages or in- 
fluence it poſſeſſed, and this very often under the pretence of re- 
medying abuſes, when in fact it very often turned out that noto- 
nous jobs were Created under _ very pretences. He defended 
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the petition which he had preſented, and called upon the Right 


- Hon. Gentleman to point out in what inſtance ir was unjuſt, inli— 
beral, or unfounded in point of fact; on the contrary, the peti- 
tion was was moderate and reſpectlul. He therefore moved, 
That the petitioners have leave to be heard by counſel at the 
bar, in ſupport of the allegation of their petition.” 


Sir Joux BLaquviene then roſe, and {a'd he ſhould oppoſe 
the motion; firſt, becauſe he had twice poſtponed commitivg the 
bill, for the purpoſe of giving the corporation time to be heard 
againſt it; and next, becauic he had good reaſon to believe they 
never meant to be heard at all. Ihe corporation of the city of 
Dublin, he ſaid, preſented this petition againſt a bill brought in 
ro prevent the abuſes aid ini managenient of a charity which di1- 
graced the ſociety of men; a few words would be necefſary on 
this ſubject: He had before ſtated to the Houſe, that of 2187 
children admitted into the hoſpital in the laſt vear, no fewer than 
2083 were dead or uniccounted for. It had been ſaid on that 
day, that his miſtaken humanity might have exaggerarcd the æc- 
count. The committee, now fitting, had ordered a general ac- 
count for the laſt ten years; he held the return in his hand, it 
was given upon oath, and it appeared that in that period nineteen 
thouſand three hundred and {ixty-cight children had been re- 
ccived, of that number 16,954 were dead, imiſſing, or unac- 
counted for; the ſuppoſirion oi their being detained, or hid by 
the affection of their nurſes, was imaginary and unfounded ; by 
the beſt enquiry the comnintee could inake, it amounted to a very. 
few ſcore. He inſtanced ſtill ſtronger grounds for the necctlity of 
a reform, which, out of delicacy and humanity we are induced 
to ſuppreſs; he then entered into the merits of the petition, 
which he faid went to circumvent him. As to the right, he 
ſhewed that by the 2d of Anne, chap. 19, the Jord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Sheriiis and Sheriffs Peers, were created perpetual gov- 
ernors of the charity; yet, by the iſt of Geo. 2, chap. 27, the 
Sheriffs Peers were excluded, probably tor the ſame reaſon which 
induced him to leſſen their numbers row the reform was n-.nl- 
feſt, It is eight years ſince ſome regulations have paſſed for the 
benefit of the charity, which, for the want of a ſufficient number 
. to make up the neceſlary quorum, remain yct unexecuted though 
whenever a job, or a diſtribution of money was to be made, there 
has been always more than a ſufficient attendance even on th 
day, when a little dirty office was to be diſpoſed of, no leſs than 
fifteen Aldermen attended, although in the courſe of the laſt year 
(particularly 1789) that at ten boards of aſſiſtants that had been 
held, at fix of them only one alderman attended, and at three of 
theſe boards not one; and yet he, wiſhing not to appear to in- 
ſult or flight the corporation, had a claule prepared to give them 
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an equal preponderancy in the new eſtabliſhment, though not the 
entire dominion over it. © 218 

Vich reſpec to the ſecond allegation of the petition, charging 
bin with the inhumanity of introducing a clauſe to thut up the 
Houſe, gentlemen would ſcarcely believe how that fact was, and 
nuch leis that a grave and, jeſpectable corporation ſhould have 
ventured to make ſuch an aflertion : I he fact was, that by the 
11th and 12th Geo. 3, chap. 11, clauſe 58, the preſent ſub- 
ülting law, the goyernors are required, whenever the expences 


of the corporation ſhall exceed their income, they are, he ſaid, 


by law required to ſhut up their houſe without mercy, upon giv- 
ing eight days notice in the Dublin Gazette. Such a meaſure of 
horror had revolted him; and in the bill now on the table, which 
he had brought in, there is an expreſs clauſe to do the miſchief 


away, and to give the goverrors the exerciſe of their humanity 


and diſcretion. Compare tke fact, ſaid he, with the allegation 
in the petition, and every comment is unneceſſary. 8 

In reſpect to the adminiſtering of oaths it is the ſame, and the 
facts ſo notorious, it might be needleſs to mention them. He 
read, however, ſeveral ſhort clauſes in every act of Parliamens 
from Queen Anne to the preſent time, in which this power is ex- 
preſsly and repeatedly given to the governors. 

And in reſpect to the power of puniſhing, it is, if poſſible, 


ſtill ſtronger; and he ſtared the clauſe in the law now ſubſiſting, 


which empowers every individual governor of that charity to com< 
mit to gaol for three years, without bail or mainprize, and with- 
out any examination upon oath, any of his Majeity's ſubjects 
whom in his wanton frolicks he might be induced to-point to 
and call a vagabond. Now, by the bill which he had introduced, 
the extent of the power of the governors was a committal to 
Bridewell, for ſeven days, and no more. 

Sir John, led on by his ſubject, was exceedingly warm and 
animated, and concluded by moving to go into the conmittee, 
in which he was ſupported by Sir Lucius O'Brien. 


Doctor Bxowne ſaid, the queſtion before the Houſe Was, 
whether they would go into a committee on the bill, without per- 


mitting the city to be heard by counſel? When the firſt mention 


had bcen made of this ſubject, which had ſo much affected the 
humanity of the Houſe, ir ſtruck him that thething was improb- 
able; and upon enquiry at the hoſpital, which he had ſince vi- 
ſited and examined, he diſcovered that the aſſertions were founded 
in miſrepreſentation. The reaſon of his being obliged to exa- 
mine the hoſpital was, that he could get no ſort of information 
from the committee of the Houſe of Commons, that had ſat 
upon the ſubje&—either they had made no report, or their re- 
port was rot forthcoming—he was therefore obliged to have re- 
courſe to the regiſter, and for the honour of his country, whoſe 
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charity and humanity had never been doubted, he was happy to 
be able to prove, that the repreſentation made to the Houle was 
groſsly erronous; and he was more anxious to enter into the ſub- 
ject immediately, for the repreſentation of the Hon. Gentleman 
had already gone out among the poor, and already had done miſ- 
chief children, inſtead of being carried to the boſpital, had been 
thrown upon dung-hills. 

The facts, as ſtated in the regiſter of the hoſpital, were theſe: 
The whole number received in each year, upon an average of 
ſeven years. was 2092 per annum : the number that died in each 
year, or are ſtruck off (taking into the account thoſe that die in 
the infirmary almoſt immediately upon their admitſion, from pre- 
vious diſeaſe, or from diſeaſes inherited from their parents) is 
1751, that is, £&ve ſixths of the whole admiſiion; but if from 
| theſe be deduQed the deaths in the infirmary, and the number 

{truck off, then the number preſerved will be ſomewhat above à 
fourth, or rather approaching to a third. | 

This being the fact, we will not be much ſurpriſed, nor have 
any ſuſpicion of the horrors ſuggeſted by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, when we reflect, that by all the tables calculated for the 
2 it appears, that with the very beſt care, with the ut- 
molt tenderneſs and affection exerciſed towards them, in the com- 
fartable habitations of their mothers, one half of the human 
race die under four years old in this climate perhaps more: 
What then muſt be the attention that preſerves even ſo many as 
a fourth part of the foundlings that have, perhaps, already en- 
dured much miſery beſore they are offered at the — pital? 

Undoubtedly the deaths are greater in amount, than according 
to the common courſe of nature, even deducting thoſe ſtruck off 
the books, who are unaccounted for, but not dead; but this bas 
been accounted for by the Kight Hon. Gentleman himſelf, who 
ſays, from the children coming almoſt univerſally infected with 
a diſeaſe, which, if the diſeaſe of the mother, at certain periods 
is perhaps certain death to the infant. 

ith reſpect to the horrid idea propagated about murthers, 

how comes it theſe murthers are not heard of even, or diſcovered 
in the country, nor ſuch a notion even entertained before by the 
public: The truth is, the greater part of the children that die, 
die in the hoſpital itſelf, where there is no danger of murther; 
and when we come to conſider the children ſent to the country, 
the number of deaths is much inferior, in proportion, to the num- 
ber ſtated above, when we conſilered the ve number of chil- 
dren belonging to the hoſpital, for it does not amount to three- 
fourths ; and if it did, it is only one-fourth more than in the 
courſe of nature—neither is the number unaccounted for, ſurpri- 
ſing. It very often is not thought worth while by the nurſe, to 
bring up a dead child, for 40 ſhillings, from a diſtant part of the 
country; and a vaſt many of thoſe that live and are reared, a 
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kept by the nurſes, pertly from affection, and partly becauſe 
they derive advantage from their labour. For the facts ſtated by 
bim, he appealed to the regiſtries of the hoſpital, from whence 
he had taken his information, and ſaid that the chaplain was at- 
tending to vouch them. 


Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he hoped the Houſe would not deny to 
the City what every individual had a right to claim—they being 
heard by counſel when they thought their property infringed, It 
had been too much the faſhion to treat the Corporation with diſ- 
reſpect - [Houle, no, no, no.] —It had been ſtated that the City 
could not get counſel to appear for them; this he could not ſup- 
poſe: Give them the opportunity, and they will find counſel 
enough ready ro do their duty and maintain their property ho- 
nours are property, rights are property and in common juſtice 
the Houſe could nor reſuſe them the opportunity of defending 
their property, to which individuals are entitled. 


Mr. GaaTTAn roſe to obſerve on ſome expreſſions which had 
fallen from Sir John Blacquiere : He had called the petition of the 
City idle, nonſenſical and unfounded ; in the reading the petition. 
Mr. Grattan had not been able to perceive any thing that could 
warrant theſe expreſſions : The petition ſets out with ſaying, 
« the city had given a large part of their praperty to found this 
Hoſpital ;” Does the Hon. Gentleman deny that ? If he does, 
he does not deſerve an anſwer—if he does not, the aſſertion is 
neither idle, nonſenſical, nor unfounded. The petition com- 
Plains that © new Governors axe to be veſted with magiſterial au- 
thority in the adminiſtration of oaths and other points:“ Does 
the Hon. Gentleman deny this ?—if he does, his denial does 
not deſerve an anſwer. At this day, the magiſterial authority is 
in the Board of Aldermen, excluſively; if you want to ſwear 
an eyidence at your Bar, you muſt ſend for an Alderman—this 
part thereſore, of the petition, is not idle, nonſenſical, or un- 

founded. 5 : | 

Another aſſertion of the petition is, that if you paſs this act, 
the doors of the hoſpital vuit be thur, whenever the governors 
exceed their fund. Will the Hon, Gentleman ſay, that this is 
falſe or nonſenſical ? If he does, he does not deſerve an anſwer ; 
therefore he ſhou}d not have made theſe charges againſt an act 
under the ſeal of this city; if he did, he ſhould be well aſſured 
they were warranted by that at. 'The Member of an Auguſt 
Aſſembly ſhould not uſe harſh expreſſions to a body ſo reſpectable 
as the city of Dublin; ſuch expreſſions do not leſſen the city, 
they leſſen him. | t : 

Gentlemen haye been very fond to take from the city their 
ſunds, under pretence that theſe funds are jobbed ; and to Pay 

themſelves in ſeizing them, they b. bark language. I havg 


312 PARLIAMENTARY IMancn 15, 


not had time to read the Hon. Gentleman's bill through ; but if 
I could ſuſpect any intention of plunder, I would be juſtified by 
the violent ardor with which the bill is maintained, U n mere 
p ublie buſineſs men do not generally burſt out with "be. ſpirit 
of violence ; they do not generally uſe ſuch unwarranted, fach 
unfounded, ſuch unparliamentary, ſuch undlignified language 
they generally proceed to cool enquiry; they do not at once 
paſs an act of oblivion, and feize upon theeunds of a Corporation 
upon charges which are unfounded and poſitively denicd. 


Sir Jonx BLaqQuieke ſaid, he was not ſurpriſed that on 
an occaſion like this, the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould be 
alarmed for the city—it was natural he ſhould ; but the Houſe 
would judge between them which had proved. his affertion : It 
was true, that perhaps he might as well not have uſed the word 
« abſurd ;” but being little gifted with eloquence, it was more 
cxcuſable in him, than it would be with the Right Hon. Gentlo- 
man ;—and indeed upon ſecond thoughts, he was glad he had 
uſed it, as it gave him great pleaſure to reflect, that he had 
called forth the Right Hon. Gentleman's reprobation againſt harſh 
expreſſions —he rejoiced at it, and augured the moſt * con- 
ſequences: He foreſaw that the Right Hon. Gentleman would 
himſelf hereaſter ſpeak of the Aldermen with more reſpect; 
that he would recolle& the ſeaſonable admonition he had now 


given, and change his ſtile of language when talking of the city. 


Mr. GAT TAN. If the bill upon examination may be found 
a private job, under pretence a public grievance, I ſhall 
eppoſe it; and as to the Hon. Gentleman's ſaying, that he augurs 
ditferent language to the Aidermen hereafter, I will tell hun, 
that acts under the ſeal of the city, ſhall ever find from me the 
moſt reverential reſpect; but if he means to confound the dig- 
nity of the city with the corruption of the magiſtrates, there we 
ſhall differ—becauſe I am an enemy to public jobs—becauſe I dv 
not with to correct jobs by putting myſelf in the place of the job- 
ber—or by way of abolithiny little jobs, eftablith a great one, 
which, like Agron's ſerpent, ſhould devour every other of it, 
own ſpecies. 


Mr. CuARLESs O'NEIIL.— I do ſuſpect a job. There is to be 
a Board, and that Board infects the whole bill. This board muſt 
have a bouſe—a little houſe—a baby houſe at firſt, but it is to 
grow larger, This Houſe is to be inhabited by the Chief Di- 
rector by the Chief Comiſſioner, and by the Secretary, and 
there muſt be coals and candles, and ſoap, and contingencies 
and on what ground are we to conſent to this job? What enquiry 
has taken place? What report has been made? What facts have 
been proved to warrant the charge? None. 
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Dr. Bxow ns ſaid, he believed the report had been ſtifled, as 
it would not ſerve the purpoſe of the bill; he had fought, but 
could not find it in the offices. | wh 

Ordered that the city be heard by Counſel, 

Read a ſecond time, the bill to diſable any perſon who ſhall 
have in his own name, or in the name of any perſon or per ſore in 
- truſt for him, or for his benefit, any office or place of profit what- 
ſoever under the Crown, created after a certain time [the year 
1788] trom being choſen a meniber of, or from ſitting or voting in 
the preſent or any future Houſe of Commons. 


Mr. Foxzes moved that the bill be committed. 


Mr. Masonw faid, having oppoſed this bill in every ſeſſion for 
thirty years, his ſentiments were ſo generally known upon the 
ſubjeQ, that it was unneceſſary for him to weary the Houſe with 
many arzuments—his decided opinion was, that the influence of 
the crown was barely ſufficient to preſerve the conſtitution, and 
prevent it from degenerating in the worſt of all poſſible Govern- 
nients—a demoↄracy. Every man who was acquainted with the 
preſent circumſtances of the kingdom, and who would take a 
view of what it was ſome years ago, mult allow, that from the 
wealth and proſperity which had been derived from trade and 
agriculture, the democratic ſcale was every day gaining prepon- 
derancy ; and if the prerogative of the Crown, under theſe cir- 
umſtances ſhould be abridged, the conſtitution muſt be deſtroyed. 


Mr. BAR RING TON oppoſed the bill in a ſpeech of very con- 
ſiderable length, as being a meaſure highly unconſtitutional. He 
ſaid, it was In fact a bill, declaratory of a perpetual and radical 
enmity between the intereſts of the Crown and the intereſts of 
the people. 


'l hat it was a libel on the integrity of the great Council of the 
nation, and an attack upon the choice of the conſtituent body. 
That it was a bill depriving the Crown of its legal. due and 
conſtitutional prerogative. and the people of the exerciſe of their 
elective franchiſe, by queſtioning their freedom of delegation. 

It was not the language of our conſtitution to ſay, that the 
Crown mult be corrupt in a grant, or the ſubje& proſtituted in 
an acceptance of office. It was not the language or the laws to 
conclude every man guilty of a breach of truſt, who has been 
found worthy of a place of confidence; nor was it the language 
of Parliament to ſay, that every man who becomes a ſervant to 
the King, muſt become a traitor to his country. | 

But this was (he ſaid) the language of the bill. He argued, 
that the due and legal ſupport of a conſtitutional and well organ- 
ized Government; is the baſis of the 1 the riches, and 
prof perity of the country governed; but a bill like the preſent 
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would deſtroy that poſition. The vigour of a Government muft 
tall with the dignity of its component members —ſtigmatized by. 
an act of the legiſlature. Dy 
He ſaid, if men of independence, ability, and horour, are to 
be excluded the repreſentation of the people, becauſe they en- 
joy places of truſt and honour under the Crown, the Parliament 
mult of courſe be deprived of the aſſiſtance which they derive 
from the conſtitutional knowledge and parliamentary abilities of 
ſuch men. | a 
But if gentlemen, proud of ſerving their King, but prouder 
of repreſenting the people, ſhould, to continue that honour, 
relinquiſh the ſervice of the Crown, the places which they en- 
joyed muſt be transferred to others of an inferior degree, they 
would prefer the emoluments of office to the dignity of repre- 
ſentation— and thus an Adminiſtration might indeed be called 
venal. He enlarged much on the inju hich mult ariſe to the 
rights of the people, by reſtraining their choice of repreſentation 
and tearing from the ſervice of the country their favourite dele- 
gates; or, from the crown, their able and honeit ſervants, He 
laid, it was not by repugnance and oppoſition our conſtitution was 
to be fupported, but by the harmony and ſymetry of its parts, 
He animadverted much on the principles of oppulition—and ri- 
diculed the idea of a Parliament compoſed of zealots, partizans, 
enthuſiaſts and fox-hunters ; he declared he would never give his 
aſſent to any bill which could diminiſh the conſtitutional prero- 
gative of the Crown, the eledtive franchiſe of the people, and 
— proſperity of this country, in which he breathed his firſt 


Mr. C. O' Ne ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
appeared a total ſtranger to the contents of the bill he had op- 
poſed. If he had ever read the bill he would not have abjected 
to it on the ground of its excluding all placemen, for the bill 
had no ſuch object e was highly entertained, he ſaid,, by the 
; eloquence of the Hon. Gentleman, but he would recommend it 
to him, as a friend, before he attempted to diſplay that eloquence 
to make himſelf a little acquainted with the ſubject of it. 

There were about 140 men, he obſerved, who voted with Ad- 
miniſtation on every great queltion— of theſe 110 had places or 
penſiens—conſequently there was 30 who voted with government 
without fee or reward—theſe 30 gentlemen, however, it might 
be inſinuated, had expectations but as waiting for dead men's 
ſhoes was very unpleaſant, eſpecially as there were not more 
than three men in office who were likely ſoon to drop, and as 
theſe 30 gentlemen had undoubtedly a right to ſome reward for 
their ſteady attachment to the miniſters, he would recommend 
it to Government to create a few places for thema ſe new com- 
miſſioners might be made—Tuam caſtle had been without a go- 
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vernor ſince the appointment of Lord Macartney to a govern- 
ment in the Fatt; this, he thought, might ſatisfy ſome de- 
ſcrving gentieman, A good many other Gumps of caſtles were 
to be found through the country, for which governors might be 
very conveniently appointed. A mint he had heard was to be 
cftibliſhed in this kingdom, but he was lorry to find it could not 
be of general uſe to thole unrewarded adherents, ſince it was ap- 
propriated to a certain family. Many of thoſe gentlemen were 
young members, and he oblerved, they were remarkably fond of 
trying their ſtrength with a right hon. gentleman [Mr. Grattan.] 
He thought they were perfectly right, for, though they were al- 
ways diſcomfited in the combat, yet they had the glory mapris 
excedere aufis.—to miſcarry in deeds of noble daring. I here 
were among theſe gentlemen men of reading alſo, who always 
were ready to detect oppoſition in their plagiariſms, whether from 
Anderſon's Eſſays or Smith's Wealth of Nations. Such men bad 
moſt undoubtedly a right to reward, and he waz led to hope that 
adminiftration had ſeriouſly undertaken to {ccure it for them, 
ſince he ſaw them lay on an additional duty on ſpirits, which 
would, according to every calculation he had been able to make, 
produce not leſs than 140,000]. a year. As this duty was laid 
on, not for the purpole of revenue, he hoped the produce of ir 
would be fairly divided among thoſe thirty gentlemen unprovided 
for. Mr. O'Neill then went into a ſerious and able defence of 
the bill. The preſent, he obſerved, was not the time for im- 
provements in conſtitution — but the time for them would come 
when this bill would be. adopted —however it may now be pur 
off by acts of the moſt groſs and open corruption. He paid 
ſome compliments to Mr. Pitt, whom he believed to be as able 
and as honeſt an Englith Miniſter as ever governed England—but 
he muſt ſay, that he preſcribed a very different mode of conduct 
indeed to his deputies in this kingdom—now there was no need 
of ability—he had only to convey the directions to a certain ſet 
of men whole buſineſs it was to execute them, 


Mr. AxcHDaLL conceived himſelf alluded to as one of the 
young members mentioned by Mr. O'Neil, He did not know 
what he could get by wreſtling with the Right Hon. Member 
that had been ſpoken of, unleſs like the giant in ancient fable, 
he acquired new ſtrength by falling. It had been recommended 
to young members on a former night to avoid blindneſs and bi- 
gotry. Hetruſted he was not ſo blind, as not to ſee what was 
what nor was ſuch a bigot as to aſſent implicitly to what he 
perceived was laid down as a principle of Parliamentary faith— 
** whoſoever will be accounted a patriot it is neceſſary before all 
things that he believe the purity of oppoſition, which faith, un- 
leſs every man do keep whole and undefiled without doubt he 
_ thall be abuſed everlaſtiagly.“ With reſpect to his reading—if 

{: had no other effect on him, it at leaſt had taught him to aveid 


316 PARLIAMENTARY [Maxcn 15, 


that not good temper, and not good manners which appeared on 


the other ſide, and to keep clear of language unfit for the dignity 
of that Houle, | 


Mr. STaxLEY.—When I conſider how mech this Houſe and 
the public mind muſt have been ſurfeited by the agitation of nug- 
atory and vexatious queitions, (amongſt which I mult rank the 
preient, ireally thould feel it neceſlary for me to make a ſtrong 
apology to the Houle for trelpaſiing one moment upon their at- 
tention, did I not fear that ſilence, upon this occaſion, night 
either be conſtrued into a dereliction of rhe public duty, or might 
give rife to an imputation from the other ſide of the Houſe, that 
our ſilence ariſes from an inability to advance reaſons or arguments 
againſt the meaſure. And here, Sir, give me leave to obſerve, 
that notwithſtanding tae mighty matters which the people of 
Ireland were taught to expect trom the boaſted virtue and omni- 
potence of oppoiztions, in my humble judgment, they have not, 
lince the commencement of the preſent ſciſion, brought forward 
a ſingle queltion Which had any valuable object in view, or which 
could, in the {ſmalleſt degree, conduce to the national welfare. 
Ard now, Sir, feeling as they do, the total dearth of all real 
grievances, they find themſelves obliged to create what they can- 
not find ; they are obliged to hold up painted vapours to deceive 
the eyes of the multitude, and with the dexterity of itinerant 
mountebanks, they blow bubbles from the eminence on which 
they ſtand, in order that the crov:d, from below, may look up 
to them with adnuration! Such, Sir, is the Place Bill. And, 
Sir, if I were diſpoſed to ſpeak merely to pleaſe the popular 
palate, it would be as little troubleſome to me as to others, to 
extol this remedy, for the cure of luppoſed parliamentary diſor- 
ders, ſo famous in ſpeculation; but about the wiſdom and policy 
of which, when reduced to practiſe, the ableſt and moſt cnlight- 
ened ſtateſmen have differed. 8 

I confeſs, Sir, from the beſt conſideration I have been able to 
give the ſubject, and in every point of view in which it occurs 
to my mind, I am impreſſed with the fulleſt and the firmeſt con- 
viction, that the blll in queſtion, introduced as it is under the 
plauſible pretext, and with the deluſion and fallactous preamble 
of © a bill to ſecure the freedom and independence of Paxlia- 
ment,” militates againſt the principles of the conſtitution, tends 
to deſtroy that very reſpon/ibil ity in officers, of the want of Which 

tlemen ſo loudly complain: and is peculiarly and unneceſlarily 
impolitic, conſidered with reſpect to the local circuinſtances of this 
country. | 1 7 

iſt. It is contrary to the principles of the conſtitution, as it 
tends to eſtabliſh this falſe and unconſtitutional principle; that 
the interefts of the Crown are different from the intereſts of the 
people, and proceeds upon the vulgar and puerile idea, that no 
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man who is truſted by his Sovereign to fill the great offices of the 
ttare, is fir to be truſted by the people as their repreſentative :— 
whereas by the conſtitution of the country, the intereſts of the 
crown and thoſe ot the people are reciprocal, and the ex<cutive 
governinient is truſted tothe crown for the advantage ard benefit 
of the ſubject, and to guard, to cheriſh, and to protect their 
rights. | 

2d. It tends to deſtroy that reſponſibility which gentlemen on 

the other ſide are fo anxious to obtain. The idea of excludin 
from the Houle of Cununons thoſe members who hold offices un- 
der the government of the country, and who, from that ſituation, 
are belt qualihed ro give the neceſſary inforviation relative to the 
department to which they belong, is too abſurd to be ſeriouſly 
maintained. The conſtitution has entrutted the ci own with the 
diſtribution of horours and otfces upon the fulleſt truſt and con- 
dence, that it will conter them upon ſuch only as are beſt qua- 
lified by their abilities, their rank and connexions, to diſcharge 
their important trutts with honour to theinſelves and advantage 
to the community at large; and the very act of conterring an ot- 
fice 11plies a ſuperiority of parts in the per ſon upon whom it is 
conſerred, ſo that this bill, in eficct, deprives rhe eledtors of the 
kingdom of the power of choofing thole perſous who are beſt 
able to ſerve them in Parliament ; and it excludes from this 
Houſe the firſt men ir the nation, upon which alone the public 
oſfices of the ſtate ought to be conferred, and where they are 

: 120{ reſponſible to the nation for the due and faithful diſcharge 

of the truſts repoſed in chem. 

3d. Such a bill is peculiarly unneceſſary in this country ; the 

Parliament, has hitherto ſubſiſted happily without ſuch a bill, and 

it is ſtrange that all the clamour which have been raiſed upon 

this ſubject, has taken place within a few years, and yet the Par- 

liament of this country, within that period, ſo contaminated (as 

gentlemen would inſinuate) with officers of the Crown, have exhi- 

bired more ſignal inſtances of public virtue and independence than 

any other that the hiſtory of this or any other kingdom can fur- 

nith. Parliaments fo corriteu, have procured for this country a 
full reſtitution of their natural rights; the moſt perfect degree of 

legiflarive and juducial independence that any natiou has ever yet 

enjoyed ; and theſe Parliaments have patled every act, and erec- 

ted every barrier that could give ſecurity and permanency to the 

conſtitution, and have put this kingdom in poſſeſſion of every 

bleſſing that any nation can enjoy, or that can, render a people 

fiouriſhing and happy, except thoſe which no conſtitution can 


beſtow, and which are only to be acquired by content, induſtry, 

and obedience to the laaus. Theſe are the virtues which every true 
patriot, every man who has the real welfare of his country at- 
heart, ſhould with to incul-ate, inſtead of turning the brains - 
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of the public with political chimeras, and viſionary ſyſtems ot 
reformation in the conttitution. | 

But, Sir, the example of England is held up as a mode] for 
our imitation ; and here give me leave to remark, that it is pretty 
extraordinary that thoſe gentlemen who fome time ſince 1n the 
enthuſiaſms of independence, diſdained the idea of ſervilely fol- 
lowing the example of England in a great queſtion of imperia! 
policy in which the two kingdoms were exactly alike, iliould now 
be fo extremely deſirous chat we thould imitate her when the 
circumſtances of the two countries are ſo oppoſite and diſſimilar. 
Sir, the influence of the crown in England, and the ſources of 
that influence are ten times greater in England than in this coun- 
try; and let me tell theſe gentlemen who are ſo very auxious to 
annihilate the influence of the crown, that they very much mit- 
take the principles of the Britiſh. conſtitution. I he King is ſup- 
poſed by the conſtitution to be vetted with ſufficient powers to 
countroul the Lords, to controul the Commons, to controul both 
Houſes of Parliament, if they tranſgreſs the bounds of the con- 
ititution and to maintain his own independence againſt the en- 
croachments of either; and hiſtory proves, that in every inſtance 
where Parliament has infringed upon the royal prerogative, it has 
ended in the overthrow of the conſtitution. In order to maintain 
his independence, the King was formerly poſſeſſed of a great de- 
gree of actual porver ; that actual power is now at an end, and 
monarchy {ubſiits by influence only —take away that ſhare of in- 
fluence neceſſary to maintain the independence of the crown, and 
the government mult degenerate into a democracy. Now, vir, 
what is the difference between the power or the influence of the 
crown in Great Britain and in Ireland? In Great Britain, the Kin 
has a civil liſt ſettled upon him by Parliament for life, of no lets 
than one million, nearly as much as the whole national revenue of 
Ireland produces. This places the Monarch in that independent 
ſituation which is {uificient to prevent his being overborne either 
by the nobility or people: add to that the entire collection and 
management of the vaſt revenue of fourteen millions —the collec- 
tion of which has given riſe to ſuch a multitude of officers, cre- 
ated by, and removeable at the royal pleaſure that they have ex- 
tended the influence of government to every corner of the king- 
dom; whereas, in Ireland it is directly the reverſe—the King 
has no civil lift. The crown is impoveriſhed and {tripped of all 
its ancient revenues ; thegreatelt part of the hereditary revenues 
which were ſettled upon the crown in lieu of them, are appro- 
priated to the public exigencies of the ſtate, and to parliamentary 
bounties ; ſo that the King, in this country, is almolt abſolutely 
dependant on Parliament for the ſupport and maintenance of the 
dignity of the ſtate. From this view of the ſituation of the King 
in both countries, it is perfectly clear, that the balance of pow - 
er inclines rather to the popular ſcale in Ireland; and that the 
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executive magiſtrate has hardly independence or power enough 
leſt to form that check upon the Lords and Commons, which the 
founders of the conttitution intended; and therefore from theſe 
peculiar cireuniſtances oi this country, it would not be wiſe or 
conſtitutional to diminiſh any part of the powers or influence an- 
nexed to the crown 1n this country. | 

Now, Sir, from theſe conſiderations, although I am ready to 
give the gentlemen credit for the obſtinacy and perſeverance with 
which they have puſhed this meaſure upon the Houſe ; yet I can- 


not pay the fame compliment to their wiſdom. One Hon. Gen- 


tleman, upon a former occaſion ſaid, that he deſpaired of ever 
ſucceeding in the meaſure ; yet he Miſhed at leaſt that 1t might be 
inſcribed as an epitaph on his tomb, that “he was not the au- 
thor of the bill ;” I hope molt truly that the day is far diſtant 
but allow me to tell that Hon. Gentleman that perſeverance is 
only a virtue when accompanied by the molt perfect wiſdom 
—and that it is no iuconſiderable part of wiſdom to know how 
much of an evil ouzhr to be tolerated, leit, by attempting a de- 

ree of purity impracticable in human nature, worle evils may 
be introduced than thoſe which are pretended to be remedied. 
Great difficulties attend all capital changes in ſuch a conſtitution 
as ours; and it is not eaſy to foteſce what the effect would be of 
diſconnecting with Parliament thoſe Who hold the great employ- 


men's in the ſtate, thereby to compel them to conſi der themſelves 


in tome meaſure as a ſeparate body from the reſt of the kingdom, 
vithour any other weight ur conſequence with the public than 
what they derive from the grace and favour of the crown. It 
would be better, perhaps, thüt no influence at all prevailed in 
this Houſe : but give ine leave to ſay, and I ſpeak the ſentiments 
of one of the greateſt and moit enlightened patriots of the age, 
(Mr. Edmund Burke) that of all modes of influence a reſponſible 
and oſtenſible place under the government is the leaſt diſgraceful 
of all others to the man Who holds it, and by far the mott ſate 
for the public, than thoſe fecret modes-of influence which will 
ever be practiſed us long as the means of corruption and rhe diſ- 
poſic ion to be corrupt prevails in the world. If, however, gen- 
tlemen are ſo extremely zealous to purity this Houſe from the 
contamination of corruption, let thein bring in a bill to incapa- 
citate and remove from this Houſe ſome of thoſe gentlemen 
who avow in this Houle that they are the unconſtitutional repre- 
ſentatives, not of the people, but of the nobles of the land; ler 
them prepare a plan for a parliamentary reform, and to diminiſh 
the influence of the ariſtogracy; let them prepare a plan to en- 
creaſe, not to decreaſe the already too limited number of the con- 
ſtituent body of the kingdom; theſe are objects Which the coun- 
try has had long at heart. When they do this, they may claim 
ſome title to public confidence, but until then the people muſt be- 
lie ve them to be, as they really are, a combination of men leagued 
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together for their own intereſt, reſolved that the veſſel of the 
ſtate ihall not move in its ordinary courſe, unleſs the helm i; 
given to their hands; reſolved to harraſs the adminiſtration with 
vexatious and embarraſſing queſtions, until their influence ſhail 
be rendered paramount to the royal authority, uni i! they deprive 
his Majeſty of an option common to all men in all countries, viz. 
the choice of his own ſervants, or the retention of them when 
their capacity is unimpeached, and their integrity and popularity 
univerſally admitted. Determined to perſevere until the keys of 
the treaſury are placed within their graſp, and the patronage of 
the crown is ſurrendered as a peace offering to the triumpliant 
inſoleuce of a Parliament: faction! 


Mr. Cavenpisn ſaid, there was much difference between 
the circumſtances of this country and thoſe of England, at the 
time the bill to diſable placemen from ſitting in Parliament had 
paſſed in that country, as there was between the bill before the 
Houſe and the Engliſh law. The weight of influence which the 
revenue of England threw into the hands of the Crown was. ſufi- 
cient without the defence of ſuch a bill, to endanger the liberty 
of the people; therefore they had molt conſtitutionally deviſed 
the law as a guard againſt the power of the Crown but here the 
revenue was ſo {mall, the patronage of the Crown ſo weak, that 
it was found unable upon many occaſions, to cope with the pow- 
er of an arittocracy leagued againſt Government ; an ariſtocracy 
that had formed itſelf and its dependants into a ſociety, bound 
by oath to follow its dictates and obey its orders, bound to vote 
for bills, to them unknown; a ſociety, aſſuming indeed an ho- 
nourable name, but departing from conſtitutional principles; a 
ſociety, deſcending to any, even the worſt means of acquiting 
1 and obtaining power ; a ſociety, whoſe members he 

ad ſeen attending at the foot of the pillory to receive their friend, 
who ought to have loſt his ears. , 

As to the conduct of the gentlemen who brought forward the 
bill, it was to him ſtrangely unaccountable ; they had their day 
of power. Why did they not then bring it forward ? Why did 
ſome of them, upon former occaſions oppoſe fimilar bills? Was 
the nature of the conſtitution altered ? Or did they by changing 
ſides, ſee it from a different point of view? What reaſon exiſts 
now, that had not always exiſted for ſuch a bill? Was the pow- 
er of the Government increaſed fince ſome of thoſe gentlemen 
had directed it? Or was it only exerciſed in a better manner? 
Upon the whole, he thought the bill not only unneceſſary, but 
miſchievous ; and would therefore vote againſt it. 


Mr. Foxes ſaid, he ought to apologize to the Houſe, for at- 
tempting to ſpeak after the unanſwerable arguments of his learn- 
ed friend, (Mr. O'Neil.) That he (Mr. Forbes) ſhould urge any 
new argument, he believed, was not expected; the ſubject had 
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been ſo frequently before the Houſe, that every man was ac- 
quainted with it; and every man who did not wilfully jhut has 
eyes, mult ſee the neceſſity of the bill. : 

The preſent bill has a two-fold operation; it goes to the ex- 
tinction of fourteen new places, created by the Marquis of Buck- 
inzham, and it goes to prevent the like enormity from being re- 
peated ; and gentlemen he ſaid, who argue as if the bill went to 


the excluſion of all placemen, only ſhew, that they have made 


their ſpeeches in their cloſets, againft a bill which is on the ſta- 
tute book of England, and not againſt that before the Houſe, — 
Gentlemen had argued as if holding places ſhould not influence 
the conduct of Members of Parliament ;—if ſo, why was a par- 
ticular perſon deprived of the office of Vice Treaſurer for his 
vote in Parliament? Why was another deprived of his office of 
Poſt Maſter General? It was therefore idle to ſay, that places 
would not influence men's conduct though in the inſtances of the 
dignified perſons alluded to they had not that effect; but ſuch 
3 — was not univerſal. Upon the whole he thought 
that the conſtitution of this country and of England being exactly 
the ſame, we were entitled to the ſame laws to guard the conſti- 
tution Which England enjoyed. 


Mr. Ca vz vpisz ſtated the occaſion of introducing a bill ſimi- 
lar to the preſent in England was, that the great increaſe of 


taxes gave to the Crown an influence much greater than that de- 


rived from prerogative had been But the ſituation of the two 
countries in this inſtance were not ſimilary in this country influ- 
ence had not reached to ſuch an height. In this'tountry there 
exiſted an ariſtocracy leagued together by oath, inimical alike to 
the prerogative of the Crown, and the liberty of the people, 


which aſſumes the name of a ſociery that did honour to Great 


Britain, but from which even loſs of ears was not a ſufficient cauſe 
either of excluſion or expulſion. Such a body ſhould be watched 
with more attention than the influence of the Crown. The fate 
of the propoſitions proved that the power of the Crown over that 
Houſe was not fo great as it was repreſented to be, and at the 
time of the Regency buſine's, gentlemen were not ſo fond of lay- 
1ng-on reſtrictions as they now appear. 


Mr. P. K. Ta NC ſaid, he would oppoſe the bill ona reaſon 
different from any he had yet heard. He would oppoſe it be- 
cauſe he thought Government muſt have a majority to ſupport 


them in their acceſſary meaſures, and to extinguiſh the ſquibs 


that are thrown againſt them, and the cheaper that majority is 
procured ſo much the better for the country. He would for his 


part, ſupport the Government in their neceſſary and eſſential 
Vor. N. * 7 


- 
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meaſures—he wiſhed gentlemen on the other ſide would ſo far 
imitate him however they might act in other inſtances. 


Mr. WA. Poxsonzv. Sir, I would not trouble you or the 
Houſe, or myſelf on the preſent occaſion, but for ſome words 
which fell from a gentleman on the other fide. He was pleaſed 
to deſcribe a ſociety in this country as a ſactious, miſchievous ariſ- 
tocracy—and their dependants. Sir, this is the firſt time | ever 
heard that the ſociety was compoſed of the dregs of the people 
—of men who have been in the pillory—and of every thiny 
contemptible. Sir, that ſociety is united to maintain the conſti- 
tution— it is united and pledged to ſupport meaſures which every 
man in the country allows to be juſt and neceſſary. I cannot fir 
filent and patiently hear a ſociety, which I honour for its princi- 
ples, inſulted. 
As to the bill, Sir, it ſhall have my hearty concurrence, it has 
been ſtated as an objection, that we differ much in our ſituation 
from England ; it is true, we do, and this bill differs alſo. 
There is in the Englith law a er of re- election, which is inju- 
Tious, and which this ſtands clear of :—that power of re- election 
2 ſtrength to an Engliſh Miniſter, and therefore we adopt it 

ere; .ind onthe whole I cannot ſee how any man can oppoſe a 
meaſure ſo ſtrongly founded in reaſon and neceſſity as the preſent 


bill. 


Mr. Gaar rx ſaid, this is the third time my Hon. Friend has 
brought forward this bill, and I doubt nor, by perſeverance, he 
will one day ſee it become the law of the land, though, perhaps, 
this night, it will be rejected, and the ſame I will ſay of the 
other kill which is to come on this night—the revenue officers 
bill. 3 Te 
A ſociety which has taken a very active and a very conſtituti- 
onal part in the public meaſures of this country, has been aſper- 
ſed. Sir, I will not condeſcend to anſwer theſe aſperſions: Ob- 
ſervations falling from no great height of dignity, and no great 
weight of argument, make but little impreſſion. 


Mr. Gzonxce PonsonsBy ſaid, he had not the good fortune 
to be preſent at the beginning of the debate, but he had the ill 
fortune to hear the two laſt ſpeeches but one, and though he 
might paſs by the aſſertions of the one with contempt, the doc- 
trines of the other were ſo corrupt and flagitious, that—[Here 
Mr. Ponſonby was called to order.] | 


Mr. Tazncn. Mr. Speaker, if I had uttered any words 
which were corrupt or diſorderly, it would be your duty to call 
me to order; but L well know 1 have not. My words were, and 
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I ſay it again, Government muſt have a ſufficient majority to 
carry on the neceſſary buſineſs of the nation; and I now add, if 
they have not, they muſt ceaſe to govern. 


Mr. Foxzes. It is unconſtitutional for any man to ſay,” Go- 
yernument muſt have a majority. 


Mr. TREZNCH. For the neceſſary buſineſs of the nation. 


Mr. GzoxGe PonsoNnByY. I am happy to obſerve that though 
] was called to order, it has not been thewn that I was out of 
order. The Hon, Member certainly uttered theſe words, 
« That he would vote againſt the bill for different reaſons from 
any which had been given; that Government ought. te have a 
majority to do the buſineſs of the nation and to throw out ſquibs ; 
and he thought the cheaper this majority could be obtained the 
better for the country.” Theſe were his expreſſions, and I think 
the moſt dangerous that could be uttered by a country Member, 
aſſuming the garb of a country gentleman, and acting the part of 
a courtier. | 
The Hon. Gentleman ſeems, Sir, to entertain a very bad opi- 
nion of this Houſe, when he ſuppoſes the Members muſt be 
bought to do the neceſſary buſineſs of the country. What neceſ- 
ſary meaſures have the gentlemen on this fide oppoſed ? Has G- 
rerument introduced any meaſures whatever but the ordinary ſup- 
plies ? And have they been embarraſſed by a corrupt combination 
of the Ariſtocracy? No; ſo far from peevith oppoſition, there 
has not been a ſingle negative to the ſupplies, and, therefore, as 
the gentleman's aſſertion is unfounded, he has great reaſon to 
apologize for it. An Hon. Member has ſpoken of a Society of 
entlemen in this country, I do not know what this Houſe has 
to do with any number of his Majeſty's ſubjects aſſociating toge- 
ther for no dithonourable purpoſe; but if the gentleman means it 
as any reflection on them, I (hall only ſay, that their charaQers 
are very much above his cenſure, as above my praiſe. Sir, I 
hope the Club will ſubſiſt for ever ; I know as long as they do 
ſubſiſt, and as long as my life laſts, I will be a Member; as to 
the individuals that compoſe the Society, it is unneceſſary to 
ſpeak of them—indeed I have not been much uſed to ſit in any 
company where ft was neceſſary for me to look under my neigh- 
bour's wig to ſee whether he had loſt his ears ; but if the Hon. 
Gentleman had been uſed to ſuch company, I hope the Houſe 
will excuſe him—it is a common maxim, noſcites a ſocio. | 
Now, Sir, as to the bill, a principal reaſon for my ſupporting 
it is, that it goes to knock up the trade in Parliament; it goes to 
knock up the ſyſtem of ins, 298 the King's buſineſs by tranſ- 
. "Ip 2 2 ; j 
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mitting from one Miniſter to another, the government voters in Pa- 
lament, who are ready to {ſupport any meature, and think it a 
condition of holding their places. I am a decided enemy to that 
traffic. The bill goes only to the excluſion of men holding places 
created after a certain period. Now what is the hiſtory of that 
period? The moſt honourable and the molt diſhonourable that 
can be found in our hiſtory. A certain event had given reaſon to 
conclude that the favours of the crown would not continue to run 
in the ſame channel in which they had till then flowed. On this 
being underſtood, a number of gentlemen immediately joined 
thoſe who they imagined would have ſome influence in diſpenſing 
thoſe favours; they then ſupported meatures ſimilar to that be- 
fore you; but affairs taking a new and unexpected turn, they unmc- 
diately flew off and in tour and twenty hours re-oppoſed the very 
meaſures they had before ſupported. This, Sir, I think the 
ſtrongeſt proof that can be given of influence, and not only of in- 
fluence, but of a kind ſo ſtrong as to niake men f.critice every 
thing honourable to it. : 

SoLiciroR GENERAL.—I do not feel that IT am under any 
neceſſity of reſcuing myielf from that iinputed verſality of cha- 
raQer, which the learned member who ſpoke laſt, has dealt out 
ſo liberally upon thoſe who co-operated with him upon a late 

emergency; nor do I think it becoming to aſſume any extraordi- 
nary merit to myſelf, that I was not then actuated by the fear of 
loſing one office, or the hope of gaining a better in the hour of 
anxious difficulty to one ſide of the Houſe, and a proud ſpecu- 
lation at the other. a 
Ihe private motives, or hiſtory of individuals, are not of ſuf- 
ficient magnitude to obtrude themſelves into public debate, and 
whether it may tend to accuſe or vindicate, their conduct and 
conſiſtency will ſpeak for them in a language which the humbleſt 
underſtanding of the oldeſt or youngeſt Member of the Houſe can 
interpret. m7 

I am rejoiced to hear, however, from the learned Member, 
that he has a juſt recollection of the period when he enjoyed an 
office under the Crown, and to find from him, that he has not fo 
totally forſworn the re- aſſumption of office, that we need to 
deſpair of ſeeing him once more an active, jealous and efficient 
ſupporter of the King's governinent in Ireland. 

he Gentleman underſtood well his duty to his country and 
the Crown, and I wel] remember the learned Member's _ 
in that ſituation, regularly and uniformly ſupporting throug 
ſucceſlive adminiſtrations the ſame meaſures which are now be- 
come the object of his cenſure. (Here Mr. G. Ponſonby called 
upon the Solicitor ro name them.) 

Sir, I am not ſo young a Member of Parliament, as to hazard 
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aſſort ions which I cannot juſtify. I fay, the Hon. Member did 


then oppole meaſures which he now moſt ſtrenuouſly argues for. 
tte Gentleman loudly ſays xo Al ſay as loudly yes !—and I 
will prove It. | - 

A place bill, a penſion bill, a revenue officers' bill, and other 
meaſures of a ſimilar tendency, were introduced by the Oppoſi- 
tion at the periods J allude to; the learned Member did not ſup- 
port one oi them, and againſt moſt of them he was an active and 
efficient debator. I appeal to the recollection of many Members 
who heard him, and obſerved him, and to the judgment of the 
Houſe I will lubunt the conduct of the Hon. Member, by con- 
traſting one period of the learned Member's political exertions 
with another period, and with other exertions of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman himſelf. LE 

| well remember alſo, when an Hon. Member upon the floor, 
(Vir. Corry) in the year 1783, firſt introduced the ſubjectof Eaſt India 
commerce into the Iriſh Parliament, he obtained leave of the India 
Houſe to have a Committee appointed for the purpoſe of enquiry, 
and ſo it appears on the Journals, but I do alſo recollect that the 
friends of the learned Member moſt anxiouſly ſmothered that en- 
quiry, as a wild, a dangerous, and obnoxious proceeding, as / 
holding out no advantage to Ireland, at the iame time that it 
militated againſt thoſe principles of amity and good faith, to 
which the nation and the Parliament were honorably pledged: 
But that was a period when tie gentlemen had the proſperity and 
good government of this country at heart, and the tranſactions 
are too recent to have this Houſe duped or deluded by negative 
aſſertions. | 

Now, Sir, as to the bill at preſent before you, it 1s as curious 
a compoſition, as can well be imagined to be offered by a Gen- 
tleman of good ſenſe to your conſideration. The profeſſed ob- 
ject is to puriſy Parliament by rendering men under the influence 
of office, incapable of ſitting in Parliament. | 
Ine object is not proved, and there have been many ſpecious 
arguments heretofore on the ſubject, and on thoſe occaſions I have 


— \ as and 6 „ » 


n oftered amongſt many other reaſons againſt the principle, that 1 

0 Ireland could not afford to exclude from offices of truſt the 300 

0 perſons whoſe reſpeQabie ſituations and characters had made 

It them worthy the choice of the people. But when they come to 
look into this bill, inſtead of being that comprehenſive general. 

d panacea, which is pretended, it is entirely levelled at, and con- 
fined to a few inſignificant offices, which were found neceſlary to 

have been created ſince 1787, that are contemptible in point of 

e emolument and number, and which no man fſeriouſly believes 

d worthy of adminiſtration, or capable of producing the miſchief - 


complained of. As to thoſe offices, the learned Gentleman has 
rd jaken credit for the ſenſe of the people in reprobating them, 
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Sir, Iwill take credit for the ſenſe of the people in refuting him, 
for ſince their creation we have reſorted to the elective body of 
that people, and we find that moſt of thoſe officers whom he 
would diſparage are returned under the ſanction of that people 
and that they are conſidered as they long-have- been amongſſ the 
moſt valuable and moſt reſpected Members of Parliament. 

There is one E more of this bill that is too ſingular, in- 
deed, to be paſſed over without obſervation: It is that which 
goes to render it illegal to N any board that has heretofore 

acted together, or to give diltin& capacities or functions to any 
men, or bodies of men, who have heretofore (in the language of 
the bill) reſided at one table, or ſat at one Board. Now, Sir, ex- 
cluſive of the whimſical language of this curious compoſition 
which would import to chain men eternally together who have 
ever chanced to reſide at one table, or ſid at the ſame board, can 
any thing be more abſurd than to enaQ a law by which his Ma- 
jeſty ſhall be for ever incapable, under any poſſible emergency of 
multiplied and complicated buſineſs, to make ſuch efficient ar- 
rangement as may be moſt obviouſly neceſſary for the advantage 
of the public, and the effectual diſcharge of official duty? 

Is there any man that would ſeriouſly adviſe ſuch a controul 
upon the efficient reſponſibility of the Crown? Or that does not at 
one glance obſerve the abſurd violation that it would be to the 
firſt principles of the conſtitution, and the manifeſt madneſs that 
would enſue from the attempting to realize ſo abſurd a controul 
upon the moſt ſalutary prerogatives of the Crown? 

Having often troubled the Houſe before ou the general age . 
of ſuch bills, I don't feel myſelf at liberty to ſay more than that 
I think this motion ſhould be rejected. | 


Mr. Coxxvy.—1 think it my duty to ſay a few words upon the 
preſent occaſion. I do not rife to impute to gentlemen different 
motives from thoſe on which they formerly a&ed ; nor to impute 
to any man an unworthy or improper motive. When I intro- 
duced the ſubject of the Eaſt India trade I moved for a committee 
which was granted: there was in that committee a converſation 
which did not amount to an oppoſition, and the plan that I had 
tormed was from the nature of the ſubje& itſelf and not from any 
_ oppoſition laid at reſt; we found that it was not wiſe to purſue 


Lit and it was laid at reſt: for three ſeſſions it lay dormant—at 


the end of three ſeſſions I took it up again ſtill the ſame reaſons 
exiſted I found I had not ſupport to carry it on, and again 1 
was obliged to lay it down; but I do not recollectthat 1 had any 
oppoſition from the Hon. Gentleman alluded to. 

Another meaſure was the penſion bill, which I had the honour 
to ſupport. 1 ſupported the penſion bill unconnected with a 
place bi. In the next feſſion both bills were united; however, 
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as I could not ſupport that which I approved, without ſupport- 
ing the other, 1 ſupported both when ſeparate, I always ſup- 
ported the penſion bill, the pJace bill I do not approve. I do not 
recollect that the Hon. Gentleman gave any oppoſition to the 
India buſineſs, but I recollect his being of a different opinion from 
what he is now ; yet, when 4 I do not preſume to align any 
motive for his conduct, he may {ee the country now in a different 
light, and may ſee the neceſlity of acting differently. 

This country has reſolved itſelf into two parties, and eve 
man muſt attach himſelf to one or the other, attaching himſelf 
to either, he muſt accommodate himſelf to their meatures ; for 
my part having attached myſelf to a party, I think that in all 
meaſures, which do uot affect the fundamental intereſt of the 
country, I ought to go with them; I think in ſo doing I might 
be juſtifiable in deviating from meaſures which J formerly ef- 
pouſed ; but I rruſt ſuch deviation is not lufficient to make a man 
an object of public cenſure ; with regard to this meaſure when 
tacked ro the penſion bill, I voted for it, but never fince, and 
row | will vote againſt it, convined of the honour and integrity 
of the Adminiſtration under which I hold my office. 


Mr. Busnt.—Neither the novelty of the queſtion, nor my 
reſent ſtate of health ihould have prompted me to riſe, if the 
earned Member on the floor had not thought proper to aſperſe a 
moſt reſpeQable ſet of men, who in the buſineſs of the Regency 

happened to concur with him. The learned Member had uſed 
one of thoſe coarſe expreſſions which men are apt to fall into 
when they are pumping in vain for ſtrong ones; but there is no 
ſtate of langour in which I would not attempt to vindicate the 
having differed from the Hon. Gentleman, or even the having 
{ome times vored with him. It is very true, that though on one 
occaſion we did concur with him, we did not think it neceſlary to 
contradict every former action of our lives; if the Hon. Mem- 
ber thought proper at that time to go into general oppoſition, we 
do not ſay that he did it on /peculation ; Gat may not it be poſ- 
ſible, that thoſe who abide by their former opinions may be con- 
ſiſtent and innocent. If the Hon. Member chuſes to ſupport a 
place bill, which he had oppoled, no man can think that he does 
it from party; but may not they, who have not changed, be free 
from imputation ? If the Hon. Member chuſes to ſupport the 
tea clauſe, contained in a bill preſented by himſelf, why does he 
arraign a ſet of gentlemen, who to himſelf ſhewed no diſreſpect, 
and for his neareſt connexions have an high reſpect and regard, 

becauſe they do not chuſe to vary from their former conduct. If 
they had publicly declared within thoſe walls, that they would 
never ſupport a penſion bill. I think it very likely they would 

keep their word. The Hon. Gentleman has not been arraigned 
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for his variations of opinion ;. but let him have ſome tolera- 
tion for others. If he has changed his mind on the police bill, 
does it follow that thoſe who have not, muſt of courſe be guilty. 
On the meaſures on which they have agreed with the Hon. Gen- 
tleman himſelf; however, he may feel that his concurrence could 
give then: no ſanction, ſurely it is no reproach to them, that they 
ave not differed from themſelves. | 


Sir BoyLe Roch. -I would not have troubled the Houſe at 
this late hour of the night, if it had not been for two things 
which fell from an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. G. Ponſonby) on the 
floor juſt below me. 

The firſt was an implied reflection on the adniiniſtration of 


"ob Marquis of Buckingham; and the next a kind of general 


charge againſt a conſiderable number of gentlemen for their con- 
duct in regard to the regency bill, and the part they thought pro- 
per to act afterwards. As for the laſt, I leave the Hon. Gentle- 
man and thoſe he accuſes to ſettle the account amongſt them- 
ſelves—burt muſt declare for myſelf, that no part of the cenfure 
falls to my ſhare ; I ſtood firm to my truſt, and did not deſert the 
ſervice of my King in the moment of danger. 

It is in the — of every one that the firſt of the two 
ſeſſions of Parliament, held by the Marquis of Buckingham, 
— almoſt without oppoſition, and the Hon: Member himſelf 

upported him with alacrity. | 

But the opening of the ſecond ſeſſions was marked by an un- 
precedented difficulty, and how did the Hon, Gentleman con- 
duct himſelf on that critical occaſion? Why, he ſpeculated, 
changed ſides, and flew at higher game ; and it ſo happened that 
in doing ſo, he run on the wrong fide of the paſt, was double- 
diſtanced, and loft the ſtakes. 

If the Hon. Gentleman and others had behaved to the noble 
Marquis with the ſame degree of honour with which he con- 
ducted himſelf to them, and to every one, they would now de- 
clare his adminiſtration to be the moſt upright and patriotic of 
any in the annals of this country. 

When the Hon. Gentleman makes uſe of the word corruption, 
I will ſpeak of diſappuinted faction; and when he talks of a /ured 
majority, I will talk of a deſperate party, to rend the heart- 
ſtrings of its country, to force itſelf into place and employment. 

As to the bill under our conſideration, it ſeems to be a kind of 
annual offering, which conſtantly meets the reception I truſt it 
will find this night. | 

It is the King's prerogative to grant places and penſions to ſuch 
of his ſubjects as he thinks deſerving his Royal favour ; they 
are no grievances except to thoſe who are not included in the 
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diſtribution of them—and all theſe things conſidered, I will give 
my hearty negative to the bill before us. 
'The Houſe divided on the queſtion. 


Ayes - - 82 
Nocs - - 142 
Majority * a 


Mr. GRATTAV ſaid, he would not at that hour (near one on 
Tueſday morning) enter into a debate on the Revenue Officer's 
dilſqualifying bill, but he would juſt with to divide the Houſe 
upon it. 


Major Hopaxr ſaid, he recollected that when this bill was 
formerly brought forward, the ſenſe of the Houſe was taken in 
the fame manner, and he had no objection to its being done 
a gain. 


Ahe Houſe divided. 


Ayes for the bill 55 75 
Noes - >: 0 
8 » 4 
Majority - 02 
= — — PI 


WEDNES DAN, Marci 16, 1791. 


Dr. BRo WE reported the reſolution of the Down Election 
Committee, that the Hon. Robert Stewart was duly elected and 
returned for ſaid county. 


Major HonARr preſented a bill for re lating the iſſuing of 
licenſes for ſelling ſpiritous liquors by retail, and for remedying 


the abuſes r 0 the exceſſive uſe thereof. He called the | 


attention of the Houſe, particularly the country gentlemen, with- 
out whoſe concurrence neither the preſent nor any bill on this 
ſubje& could be effectual. It had always been his idea that more 
could be done by way of regulation than by any duties whatſoever, 
This bill contained ſuch regulations as had appeared to him and 
the gentlemen who had prepared it, as mott likely to repreſs 
this great evil—he hoped gentlemen would attend to it, and 
whatever improvements they ſhould ſuggeſt ſhould meet the moſt 
reſpectful attention. 


The CuaxczLLOR or THE Exchz one ſtated the great 
outline of the bill—it propoſed that the price of licenſes in 
Dublin ſhould be raiſed ſo high as 20l.—in Dublin county ar 


Ay. 
* 


\ 
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large 10l. in the great towns gl. and in other counties at large 5]. 
beſides raiſing the licenſe it went to reflrain the ſale of ſpirits to 
Tuch houſes only as were ſet apart for public entertainment, ſhops 
of every other kind were excluded. The publican was alſo to 
be bound to proper conduct by an efficient bond, the penalty of 
which might be ſued for by any perſon, if the conditions were 
violated—ſome of which are that the publican ſhall ſuffer no 
workmen to reſort there in order to be paid their wages—thar 
the houſe ſhall not be open for the reception of company before 
ſun-riſe, nor at an improper hour of night. He obſerved, that 
in proportion as the aliſon on the licenſed retailer were - 
multiplied, in the ſame degree would be the encouragement to 
clandeſtine ſale. It was therefore neceſſary that ſome ſtrong mea- 
ſure ſhould be adopted to prevent the clandeſtine retail. He had 
entertained an idea of ſubjecting to the penalty on the clandeſtine 
fale of ſpirits all thoſe in whoſe poſſeſſion a certain quantity 
thould be found, tho' the ſale could not be proved—fince it was 
found very difficult in general to prove that. In Dublin he 
thought that the pariſh officers ſhould be impowered to viſit ſuſ- 
pected houſes, in order to aſcertain whether they contained the 
quantity of liquor which ſubjects to the penalty - but as this was 
a very ſtrong meaſure, he ſhould not propoſe it, unleſs it was 
recommended by the city. | | 


Sir J. BLaqQu1txe thought ſome ſtrong meaſure like that men- 
tioued to prevent the clandeſtine ſale, was neceſſary, for it was 
the unlicenſed cottages throughout the kingdom that did the moſt 
miſchiet—he thought that it would be more effectual if a fine 
was impoſed on the town land or barony in which any unlicenſed 
Fetailer ;hould be detected. h 


Sir H. LanGrisue preſented an acceunt of corn, meal and 
flour imported into the port of Dublin for the laſt ten years. 


Mr. WoLee ſaid, that he was directed by the Tallagh Com- 
mittee to report to the Houſe reſolutions to the following effect: 

Reſolved, That Captain John Towell, John Courtney, Eſq; 
and Daniel Tracy, publican, appeared to the Committee to have 
been duly ſummoned to attend the Committee, and that having 
diſobeyed this ſummons they had been ordered into the cuſtody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, but had not been yet found. 

That it appeared to the Committee that the ſaid John Towell, 

John Courtney, and Daniel Tracy were material evidences. 

| That the Speaker be requeſted to report the matter ſpecially 
to the Houſe, and require the interference of their authority to 
enforce attendance of 1aid perſons. 


After ſome converſation on the ſubject, the Speaker read ſome 
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proceedings from the Engliſh Journals in a ſimilar caſe, where 
the King had been addrefſed to iſſue his royal proclamation for 
apprehending the offenders. 

Mr. Wolfe then moved the following reſolutions, 

Reſolved that John Towel, John Courtney, and D. Tracy 
hon been guilty of a groſs contempt of the privileges of this 
Houle. 

Reſolved that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Excel- 
lency, requeſting that he will be pleaſed to iſſue his proclamation 
tor the apprehending of ſaid perſons, and offering a reward for 
the ſame. | 5 f 

Ordered, and ſuch members as are privy counſellors be ap- 
pointed to carry up the addreſs. 1 

Mr. Wolfe then moved that the committee appointed to try the 
merits of a petition complaining of an undue election for the bo- 
rough of Tallagh have leave to adjourn to the 24th inſtant, 

Agreed to. | 


— — ——— 


TuuRsDayY, MARCH 17, 1791. 


Mr. Gaarrax moved for leave to bring in a bill to amend an 
act to prevent frauds in the tanning of leather, currying of hides, 
and making boots and ſhoes, —Leave given. 


Mr. HoLMES moved for leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of inſolvent debtors, ſo far as reſpects the impriſonment of their 
perſons. Leave given. 

A meſſage from the Lords by two of the maſters in Chancery, 
that the Lords had paſſed a bill to make the exemplification of 

the laſt will and teſtament of James Whittle, of London, Eſq; 
evidence in this kingdom, and for other purpoſes, and deſiring 
the concurrence of the Houſe thereto, The bill was read a fi 
time. f | 


— OD AAS — 


Farvay, Ma &cu 18, 1791. 


Sir Lucius O'BRIEN moved for leave to bring in a bill te 
amend the preſent laws relating to the linen and hempen manu- 
factures.—Leave given. ; 

Sir Lucius alſo moved for leave to bring in a bill to encourage 
the manufacture of cordage in this kingdom, —Leave given. 


Mr. Bu &TON, Chairman of the College Committee, role to 
inform the Houſe, that he had been direèted by the Committee 


[| 
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to report to the Houſe a letter which he had this day received 
on the ſubjeQ of allowing a Member of that Committee to vote, 
who had been abſent for one day. | 

The letter was from Laurence Parſons, Eſq; the petitioner, 
ſtating, * thar he thought it his duty to 5 him, as Chair- 
man of the Committee, that one of the Members of the Com- 
mittee having been abſent one day from a Meeting of the Commit- 
tee, was, by the act for regulating the trials of controverted elec- 
tions, incapacitated from deciding on any queſtion before the 
Committee, the words of the act being. that no Member, who 
* was not preſent at every ſitting of the Committe, ſhall vote, &c.” 
And that he begged.leave to ſubmit to Mr. Burton whether he 
could permit a Member, under theſe circumſtances, to vote?“ 
This letter Mr. Burton Tubmitted to the Houſe, and deſired to 
know how he ſhould act? 


Mr. Maso ſaid, he wiſhed the minutes of the Committee 
might be examined to ſee if any and what buſineſs had been tran- 
ſacted on the day in queſtion. 


Mr. Bux rox anſwered, that no buſineſs had been proceeded 
on—that the Committee, after waiting for Mr. Chinnery for an 
hour, according to the law, and he not appearing, adjourned till 


Mr. Culx NE Rx ſaid, that at the time he attended to make his 
excuſe to the Houſe, he had wiſhed very much to know the opi- 
nion of the Houſe as to this very point. He had aſked the 
Speaker for his direction, who had referred him for the rule of 
his conduct to the act of Parliament. He did ſo, and from it 
and from the general ſenſe of the Houſe, he underſtood, that 
he thould return to his duty. He had ever ſince attended the 
Committee with ſome inconvenience, and no ſmall trouble to 
himſelf, and he withed the Houſe would take the queſtion into 
their conſideration, and give him their opinion as to what line of 


conduQ he ſhould purſue, 


The Sreaxen roſe to remind Mr. Chinnery, that the Houſe, 
on his application, had left it entirely to his own feelings how to 
act. | | 

Mr. STanLEy.—In the conſtruction of every Act of Parlia- 
ment, the rule of lawyers is to know what the practice had been 
on ſuch an occaſion; and if this point is determined in one way, 
It will not only be contrary to * general practice, but it will 
tend to impeach the deciſions of ſeveral committees, who have 


Tat this ſeſſion. In the committee of which I hed the honour ty - 
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be a member; one gentleman was abſent one day; the committee 
adjourned; the chairman came to the Houſe to report, but there 
was not a Houſe on that day. Ihe next day he reported. The 
Gentleman who who was abſent made his excuſe, which was ac- 
cepted by the Houſe. No objection was made to his voting on 
the committee, and the committee decided on the petition, the 
Gentleman, who had been abſent, voting as any other member. 
The clauſe ſays, that no member abſent from any ſitting, ſhall be 
allowed to vote. The committee, by another clauſe in the act, 
cannot ſit if any meniber be abſcnt ; therefore the Gentleman 
was not abſent from any ſitting. But, beſides this, the 18th 
clauſe of the act, makes a poſitive diſtinction between a ſitting 
for buſineſs and a mere adjournment ; and if the Gentleman be 
not allowed to vote, it will, perhaps, furniſh cauſe for objection 
againſt almoſt every committee who {at this ſeſſion. 


Mr. W. Poxso ve thought the beſt way would be to leave it 
to Mr. Chinnery's own choice, whether he felt himſelf compe- 
tent from the evidence he had heard to decide on the ſubject of 
the petition, | 


Coroner Hurchixs o ſaid, that on the former mention of 
this ſubject in the Houſe, the opinion of the chair had been, 
that by a ſitting day was meant a day of actual buſineſs. In the 
Engliſh Parliament a ſimilar inſtance had occurred in the caſe of 
a member of the Okchampton committee, and the Houle then 
reſolved, that if he did not appear by a certain day, the com- 
mittee might proceed without him, clearly implying that if he 
did appear before that day, he was, to all intents, a competent 
member to aſſiſt in the deciſion of the committee 


Six Lucius O'BRIE N ſaid, that the act directed, that petiti- 
ons ſhould be tried by fifteen gentlemen, indiſcriminately choſen; 
that the intention of the act was, that as many as poſſible of the 
number ſhould attend; and he conceived the conſtruction of the 
act ſheuld be, that which would eſtabliſh the determination by 
the greateſt number; the firſt clauſe of the act ſays, the com- 
mittee ſhall not adjourn for more than 24 hours.” other clauſes 
make or ſeem to make, a difference between a day of ſitting and 
a day of adjournment—that is, when the queſtion of adjourn- 
ment only is put, and that is a queſtion which does not ariſe from 
the diſcretion of a great or a ſmall number of the members, but 
from neceſſity; and he thought when the gentleman was abſent 
only on ſuch an occaſion, that conſtruction of the act which gave 
the greateſt number power to decide, was to be received. 


Mr. Ecan ſaid, that by conſidering another clauſe in the act, 
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the whole difficulty would vaniſh :—the clauſe provides, © that 
the committee ſhall not ſit if all the members not exculed by the 
Houſe be not preſent,” —another part of the act ſays, ** that no 


man ſhall be allowed to vote, who is not preſent at every fitting 
of the committee.” 


Mr. Jounson ſaid, that by the 19th ſection of the act, one 
of the eſſential requiſites of a committee is, that it ſhall fit every 
day, except leave is obtained from the Houle to adjourn ; and if 
this principle is violated, the committee is ipſo facto annihilated: 
from this it _ that every day, even though no buſineſs but 
the queſtion of adjournment is tranſacted, is a fitting day :—ano- 
ther part of the law enacts, that no member who was not pre- 
ſent every fitting day ſhall be allowed to vote on the deciſion of 
any reſolution before the committee, from this it evidently ap- 
pears, that Mr. Chinnery having been one fitting day abſent, has 
no Tight to yote as a comperent member of the committee. 


Mr. Mason.—When a member is abfent one day, why does 
the act ſay, that the committee ſhall adjourn till next day, or 
from day to day, till he appears? If he be incapacitated from 
voting, or tranſacting 7 of the buſineſs of the committee when 
he does appear, and on his making his excuſe to the Houſe, why 
does the Houſe defer direQing the committee to fit again, until he 
has offered that excuſe, and it has been accepted, it he is not a 
neceſſary member of the committee? 


Dr. Bxowne.—Where the Houſe has delegated ſo large a 
portion of its authority to a committee, we ſhould be extremely 
ſtriet in the conſtruction of that power. Ihe faireſt way of con- 
ſtruing this act is, to take a general view of all the clauſes, and 
rather form an opinion from the whole ſpirit and meaning of the 
act, than ſuffer one clauſe to contradict another: But here one 
clauſe ſays, that a committee ſhall 4: every day, and never ad- 
journ longer than for 24 hours; and another clauſe ſays, that no 
member thall be allowed to vote who has not attended every ſit- 
ting day; and another ſays, that if any member is abſent, the 
committee ſhall wait one hour, and if he does not appear, ſhall | 
ft, in order to adjourn : Here are both the ſpirit of the act, and 


the letter of the clauſes agreeing—and on theſe grounds I think 
Mr. Chinnery ſhould not be allowed to vote. 2 


Mr. Bus u obſerved, that in the committee of which he had 
been chairman, the ſame had occurred—the Member abſent had 
excuſed himſelf to the Houſe, and had voted on the deciſion, 
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Mr. C. O'NgiL and Mr. M. OcLe were of opinion, that the 
intention of the law was, that no man ſhould give judgment on 
evidence which he had not heard ; but, as Mr. Chinnery was not 
abfent while any evidence was given, he was not incapacitated. 


Mr. G. PonsoxsBy ſaid, it appeared to him that the reaſon 
why the committee was bound to adjourn when a member was 
abſent, was, that he might attend next day, and nothing be tranſ- 
ated while he was abſent, which would tend to the deciſion of 
the queſtion before the committee; and he thought it would be 
a very great injury to both the petitioner and fitting Member, to 
deprive them of any one of their judges by — — his right 
to decide. | 


The SeeakER being called on by the Houſe, declared, that 
when the ſubje& was brought forward before, he did not mean, 
whatever he had ſaid, to give any opinion. The act was ex- 
preſs, that no member who was not preſent on every ſitting day 
ſhould vote; but the act had clearly defined the difference be- 
tween a fitting day and a day of adjournment ; for it ſays, the 
committee ſhall not fir if all the members are not preſent. 

Mr. Cui N ERV requeſted that the Houſe would come to ſome 
reſolution as to how he ſhould at. He had imagined that the 
chair had intimated to him, that he ſhould ſtill attend the com- 
mittee; but heNfeared he had miſconceived what was ſfaid—and 
he wiſhed the Houſe would ſhew him what conduct he ſhould 
follow on this occaſion. 


Mr. BuxTon ſaid, the Houſe might, by reſolut ion, declare 
that it is their opinion, that when a committee is directed to meet 
after the abſence of any particular member, the committee is. to 
conſiſt of all its members. 


Mr. G. Pons on RV was decidedly againſt weakening the force 
of the election law by the reſolution of the Houle: 


Mr. CyinNnery wiſhed to know the ſenſe of the Houſe from 
the chair. 


The SyeaKkER ſaid, it appeared to be the ſenſe of the Houſe, 
that Mr. Chinnery was ſtill a competent member of the com- 
mittee, | | | 


Mr. L. Morxes reported from che committee on the Down- 
patrick 1 | k 
at Mr. Rowley and Mr, Chetwood were duly elected; 


— * 
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„And, “ that the petition againſt Mr. Chetwood was vexa- 
tious. | | 


Mr. GxaTTaN moved, That the Houſe do now reſolve it- 
ſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, on the bill to encou- 
rage the reclaiming of barren lands.” . 


Dr. DutcNnan roſe to oppoſe the bill, which under a fair 
title, went to the total deſtruction of the molt uſeful part of the 
clergy of Ireland—the parochial clergy. The bill, he ſaid, might 
with more propriety be called a bill tor the abolition of the eita- 
bliſhed religion, than a bill for improving barren land ; and, in- 
deed, it the intention was to aboliſh the eſtabliſhed religion, the 
proper means of effecting that intention had been well purſued in 
diurnal publications, preparing. the public mind to receive the 
very worſt opinion of the eſtabliſhed clergy ; this inethod, how- 
ever, was not new, it had been found ſucceſsful by the tyrant 
Henry VIII. when he determined to ſeize upon the property of 
the church, he begun by villifying the characters of the clergy. 

I truſt, ſaid the Doctor, to thew to the Houſe that this bill is 
both unreaſonable and unjuſt ; if I do, I have no doubt they will 
deal with it accordingly ;—and firſt, it proceeds on the preſump- 
tion of a propoſition being true, which is abſolutely untrue—ir | 
| ſuppoſes «ag the improvement of barren lands is impeded by 
tithes—it holds out that the exaction of tithes impedes the im- 
provement of the barren lands, and that abolition of tythes would 
be a ſufficient inducement to improve them. Now, Sir, the true 
reaſon that prevents the improvement of lands is the poverty of 
the tenants ; and the unreaſonable exactions of landlords and 
middlemen—the clergy know their own intereſt too well not to 
encourage the improvement of barren lands, by which at preſent 
they get nothing; nor can any inſtance | believe, be thewn 
where farmers propoſed to reclaim barren lands, and where the 
clergy were nor moſt willing to compromiſe this right for any 
thing, or for nothing, except a future expeQation. Sir, in no 
caſe co the clergy get their due; for more than a thouſand years 
have they been entitled to the tenth of the produce of the earth— 
yet, at this day, they do not get one ſixtieth part of the produce 
of the earth, | 

That the bill is unjuſt, every one muſt acknowledge who con- 
ſiders, that even if it could tend to the aq was" of barren 
land, that improvement is to. be paid for by the clergy excluſively, 
though the great advantage reſulting therefrom will redound to 
the landlord, or the landholder : But _ ſhould the clergy be 
at the expenſe of this improvement ? If land muſt be improved 
by exemption, let it be exeinpt from rent for ſeven years; if this 
was to be made a law, the land lord would think it hard, tho' ul- 
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timately he would be benefited, How ten- fold harder muſt it 
then be on the clergymen, who would receive no benefit at all? 
But it may be ſaid, though the clergyman won't benefit the pub- 
lic will—let then the improvement be paid for by the public 
money. | 

This is not only unjuſt and unreaſonable, but it militates againſt 
the principles of the conſtitution : By the principles of the con- 
ſtitution, no tax can be laid partially affecting any one claſs of 
the ſubjects ; yet here a reſpectable claſs of the ſubjects, who 
pay their proportion of every other tax, are taxed beſides par- 
tially. The clergy alone are taxed for the improvement of rhe 
land; ſor it is as much a tax to prevent the money from coming 
into their pockets, as it would be to take it out after it had got in. 

Sir, the parochial clergy of Ireland are rather entitled to pro- 
tection and encouragement than deſerving taxation; their perſons 
have been inſulted, and their fortunes 1njured by tumults and 
inſurrections, by the {warms of diſſenters that ſurround them; 
by frauds, and by litigation : nor is this the moment that a wiſe 
man who loved the country and the church eſtabliſhment, (as I 
believe the Right Hon. Gentleman does,) would ſtir any buſineſs 
againſt the clergy, while we ſee before us the injuries that have 
lately happened to the clergy of another country. | 

The clergy are the only claſs of men in the ſtate that cannot 
commit a fraud upon thoſe with whom they tranlact pecuniary 
buſineſs, or who cannot advance their income by unjutt means 
by law they are entitled to a tenth, they ſeldom get a fifteenth, 
it they do not ſubmit to ſuch terms as the farmer chuſes to offer, 
they may draw their tenth ; and in many caſes it is better to re- 
linquith the right alltogether than to ſubnut to the trouble, the 
embarraſſment, and the conſequent litigation of drawing. I never 
heard but one fraud committed by clergymen in taking their tithes, 
and that was the enormity of inſiſting on a t/irtietf: part. 

This bill, Sir, is directly contrary to Magna Charta; the right 


of tithes was long antecedent. to Magna Charta, and Magna 


Charta confirms every right of the church for ever; it declares, 
that the church fhall enjoy all her rights entire, and her liberties 
unimpaired for ever—and theſe rights our Kings at their corona- 
tion {ſwear to maintain. | 
There 1s not, Sir, a piece of land inthe whole kingdom, that 
will not be exempt from tithe if this paſſes into a law; it de- 
clares, that barren land, mountain, heath, moſs, moor, and 
ground taken from the ſea, ſhall be exempt from tithe for ſeven 
years; how eaſy would it be for a litigious landholder to call any 
land a little elevated mountain—bog, if it be a valley and all 
paſture, moſs : —Theſe, then, would be the deſcriptions of ground 
tilled for ſeven years, and they would find means to prove that 
they came within the bill, | 
Vor. XI. 2 
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See then what hardſhip this would be upon the purſon ; he 
muſt either fubniit to be thus defrauded, or he mult have as many 
ſuits ar law, as he has pariſhioners—theſe ſuits, by a little ma- 
nagement, might be protracted for two or three years, and in the 
mean time he muſt either fly the country, or go to jail. 

Lord Coke takes notice of two grievous perſecutions which 
the Chriſtian Church ſuffered —one under Diocleſtan, the other 
under Julian the Apoſtate, who is the hero of Mr. Gibbon ; the 
firſt, though cruel and bloody, did Chriſtianity leſs injury than 
the other; the blood of the martyrs was the ſced of the Church 
but the other, which ſeized on the Church revenue and de- 
ſpoiled her teachers of their property, had nearly proved fatal, 
for no one, ſays Lord Coke, would apply to the ſtudy of religion 
when there was nothing left for him to live upon: I he man who 
could brave death, could not bear penury or ſinking in poverty 
to meet the contemptuous {mile of bloated opulence e fee it at 
this day; men do not turn aſide from dangerous profeſſions, but 
every man ſhuns thoſe which have poverty for their portion. 

He then went more particularly into the ſeveral clauſes of the 
bill, comparing them with the law of Edward VIlth, and prov- 
ing that they differed totally from that law, and were ſo very 
looſely worded, that infinite miſchief muſt ariſe to the clergy and 
to the nation, if the Houfe adopted them. He obſerved, that 
the things tythed in Ireland were very few compared to thoſe 
which paid tythe 1nEngland ; and in that country, even the exotic 
plants reared in hot-houſes, were tythed, and that under a de- 
cree of a court of law. Here corn and hay, and in ſome places 

otatoes, were the principal articles tythed ; the people, there- 
ore, of this country had but little cauſe to complain; indeed ſo 
r was the incomes of mot pariſhes, that to make a decent liv- 
ing, it was generally neceffary to join two, three, or even a great- 
er number of pariſhes together; and afterall, what was the ſtate 
of the parochial clergy ot Ireland ?—they were in all about eight 
hundred; about one hundred had livinzs of three hundred 4 
year, and all the reſt were below two hundred pounds a year. 

Upon the whole he humbly ſubmitted to the Houſe, that they 
were bound to maintain the rights of the clergy as they would of 
any other claſs of their fellow ſubjects if they found them as 
loyal and as obedient to the laws of the land. 


Sir E. NEwexnHam obſerved, that the whole of the laſt 
ſpeaker's arguinents from his clerical brief aſſerted, what, to him 
appeared a contradiQtion for he attempted to prove, that raiſing 
the income of the clergy was robbing them of their property; 
he could not conceive how adding to their tithes could produce a 
diminution of their property ; ſuch a paradox could be beſt ex- 
plained by the learned member: At preſent the clergy did not 
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get tithes from barren land, but by this bill, they would get a 
conſiderable addition to their income after ſuch land was jeven 
years reclaimed :—a country that refuſed to encourage the re- 
claiming of barren land, inuſt, indeed, be barren of common 
ſenſe ; as to his arguments about Magna Charta, the public knew 
their reſpective opinions—the Hon. Member was a friend to it 
and he an enemy. | 


Mr. GRA DON ſaid, he thought it neceſſary to offer a very 
ſew words. The learned Gent. had ſet out with ſaying, that he 
would argue againſt the principle of the bill; yet, with all the 
attention which he could poſſibly give, he had not been able to 
diſcover a ſhadow of an argument againſt the principle of the 
bill, though ſomething had been 1a:d againſt the particular 
clauſes it contained, "Thoſe clauſes, as the honourable and 
learned Gentleman had endeavoured to prove, contained matter 
injurious to the Clergy—Mr. Graydon acknowledged they did, 
and as a warm and zealous friend to the eſtabliſhed Church of 
Ireland, he had thought it his duty to prepare a clauſe which 
would remove every apprehenſion from litigation, or any other 
circumſtance arifing out of the bill. This clauſe he had thewn to 
many Gentlemen, who all approved of it ; but the proper mode 
of inſerting it in the bill would be by ſuffering the bill to go into 
Committee. 

As to the principle of the bill, it was already operative in the 
act of the 5th ot Geo. IId; no evil had ever ariſen from it, 
though unguarded by the clauſe which he intended to propoſe; 
but if any could be apprehended, the clauſe would give the 
clergy the advantage of a guard, which at preſent they did not 
poſſeſs, and he was not only ready to give the clergy this, but 
every other ſecurity for their property which they could with ; 
and he did not believe there was a man in the kingdom fo fool- 
ith as to ſuppoſe the principal gainers hurt by whatever could 
promote improvement. : 


Mr. Mason ſaid, if the bill contained but one principle, the 
improvement of barren land, he would oppoſe it; but it con- 
tained another, and that a moſt unjuſt one—that the improve- 
ment ſhould be made at the expence of the clergy If land be 
really barren, no landlord will be ſo unreaſonable as to demand 
rent for it but if it can afford to pay rent, it can afford to pay 
tithe alſo. | 

As to the wording of the bill, it was highly exceptionable, 
and would be liable to endleſs litigation ; in different parts of 
Ireland the words of the bill would not convey the ſame idea: 
Mountain, in Leinſter, means ground of very conſiderable ele- 
vation, generally rough and covered with heath, furze, and rocks : 
In Connaught the ſame ”—_— denotes heathy ground, howe ; 
We . | 
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ver low and flat, and what is the procels of tilling in ſuch ground 
—hfrſt, the heath and upper ſurface is burned ; the ground 1s then 
manured with a ſlight coat of limeſtone gravel, tive or fix crops 
of corn are ſucceſſively taken off it, and at the end of [even years, 
juſt at the time the Parſon would, by this bill, be entitled to 
ſome tithe, the land is turned out for paſture, from which, by 
our raſh and unjuſt vote of agiſ/ment, he is forbidden to receive 
any thing. Sir, I think the bell highly injurious to the clergy ; 
and as I have the honour to reprelent in this Houle, a large de- 
ſeription of that order of men, I feel it my duty to defend their 
rights. ä ä 


Mr. C. Ben ESsTORD ſaid, he thought it unneceſſary to be f. 
very anxious about barren lands, while ſome of the moſt fertile 
lands in the kingdom lay neglectæd: A man might ride from Rot; 
to Enniſcorthy, or from Waterford to Dungar van, or from Dus— 
garvan to Clonmel, over tracts of land as improveable as any in 
Ireland, yet waſte for want of capital to cultivve them. He 
had, he acknowledged, pleaſure in fſceing gentlemen, who re- 
rurned from India, faying out the ſpoils of the Eaſt in improving 
the Bog of Allen; but he would have much more pleaſure in 
ſeeing them 1mprove the county Waterford. 


Major DoyL ſaid, he roſe in conſequence of the very ſtrange 
doQrine that had been urged in the debate, as if thoſe gentle- 
men who argued in favour of the committal of the bill were ne- 
eeſſarily hoſtile to the intereſts of his clergy. For his part he dit- 
claimed every ſuch imputation. He had always been in the ha- 
bit of conſidering the clergy of Ireland as one of the moſt re- 
ſpectable bodies in the country ;. and he would go farther and 
fay, that comparing them with the clergy in other countrics, 
there was not in Europe a more reſpectable or enlightened prieſt- 
hood. He did not think it would be eaſy to ſhake his opinion 
upon this ſubje& ; bur if any thing could tend to that effect, it 
would be the blind and intemperate zeal of injudicious advo- 
cates, who would not ſuffer you to inquire into any meaſure in 
which the clergy were even diſtantly ſuppoſed to be concerned, 
although that inquiry ſhould ultimately tend to their advantage. 
It is ſaid, added he, that the deſcription of barren land is not 
accurately defined in this bill ; 1 do not inſiſt that it is; perhaps 
that, and many other clauſes are objeQtionable ; but thoſe are 
the very. reaſons why the bill ſhould go to a commiltze, where 
it may be cleared of thoſe objectionable clauſes, and that ſuch 
ethers as the clergy think beneficial to them may be added. The 
principle of the bill cannot be denied: it is the improvement of 
the unprofitable barren waſtes of the country, with an eventual 
benefit to the clergyman, which he does not now poſſeſs, I with 
it to be committed, That the clergy ſhould ſuggeſt what may 
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be advantageous to them That the peaſant may be benefitted,” 
and that the face of rhe country may receive an eſſential improve- 
ment, Good God, Sir, can any clergyman in Ireland object to 
this; can any Chriſtian clergyman reſiſt {ſuch a propoſition.— 
Suppole for an inſtant, Mr. Speaker, that a French gentleman 
ſhould by chance find himſelf at this moment in the Houſe, and 
be a wineſs to the energy of the Hon. and learned Member, who 
ipoke early in the debate, would he not conclude that my Right 
Hon. Friend was about to level the hierarchy, and reduce the in- 
comes of the clergy, as has been recently done in this country, 
and what uwft be his ſm priſe to hear his neighbour's anſwer 
« No, Sir, it is no ſuch thing ;—the bill is only meant to give 
the clergyman that which ke never before had, and which, with- 
out ſuch a bill, he would never have; to give induſtry to the 
peaſant, and to bleſs the land with plenteouſneſs. ut it is ſaid 
that if ſuch a bill ſhouid paſs, cultivation would be transferred 
from ground which now produces tithe, to that which for ſeven . 
years to come will not afford any. Jo this I anſwer that the 
lame fears were urged againſt the bill for the exemption of barrer 
bog from tithes, and they appear to have been totally ill- founded, 
and no loſs has accrued to the clergyman by the bill, but on the 
contrary much gain; although he has alſo felt its good effects, by 
the wonderiu] improvements it has made over the whole face of 
the country. Sir, the Hon. Member has mentioned the ſubject 
of agiſtment, upon which I moſt entirely agree with the clergy, 
and thall not ws; 2 that I think it was a moſt ACHE, 
ei n, and unjuſtifiable reſolution ever entered into by any ſet of 
— Wharis 7 effect of it? The milerable — who 
lives by the rod fide, compared with whoſe habitation the [y- 
dian's hut is a palace, who bild, in the dyke that the ditch may 
furnith him with a fide wall ;--whoſe habitation is ſo wretched, 
that you will find him frequent level it to the ground on the ap- 
proach of the hearth-money man, merely to ſave the tax; and 
yet this inan, as I have deicribed him to you, ſhall pay to the 
clergy, in addition to a high rent, the tenth part of the produce of 
his potatoe-garden and of his own labour; while his landlord, 
with a park of goo acres adjoining him, ſhall pay nothing. Can 
any thing be more unjuſt than ſuch a ſyſtem. That the peaſant 
is wretched all agree. The landlord unputes it to the parſon— 
the parſon retorts upon the landlord—the peaſant unfortunately 
believes them both, but feels the laſt pound thrown into his vi- 
brating ſcale, heavier than all his other burdens . Hence all your 
riots and irregularities. Do you wiſh to put an end to them? 
Admit the principle of this bill, and modify it as you pleaſe in 
committee; examine the reſolution of agiſtment, and order it 
to be reſcinded ; and then eſtabliſh a modus for tithes, ſuch az 
thall lighten the load on the poor, and yet give a good income 
to the clergyman, without wrangling or difficulty. One of theſg 


Cd 


tirely of their income—for inſtance, in 
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objects will be accompliſhed by this bill, I ſhall therefore vote 
for its committal, and I ſhall alſo, I aſſure the Hon. Gentleman, 
vote for reſeinding the reſolution of agittment whenever it ſhall 
be propoſed by any perfon who is or may be in the intereſt of the 
clergy ; for] think, that with the improvement of the land, we 
ſhouid protect the clergyman above all things, and lighten the 
burden of the poor, and “of him that hath none to help him.” 


Sir B. Roch ſaid he would oppoſe the bill, if he conceived it 
would in any degree affect the rights of the clergy, or to effect 
any revolution in the ſtate of their property but as he was con- 
vinced that the bill would not have any ſuch effect —ſince it did 
not deprive them of any thing they are at preſent poſſeſſed - but 


on the contrary gave them a future addition of property, he would 
vote for its being committed. 


Major Horaxr roſe to prevent the Houſe from being led to 
ſuppoſe by the ſpeech of the Hon. Baronet, who ſpoke laſt, and 
with whom he generally coincided in opinion, that he was a friend 
to the bill. If that Hon. Baronet was a better judge of the inte- 
reſts of the clergy than they were themſelves, he would agree 
with him in the preſeut inſtance alſo—but as that was not the 


_ eaſe, and as what gave ſuch general alarm to that body might 


very reaſonably be ſuppoſed inimical to the intereſts of the 
church, he would differ from the Hon. Baronet on this occaſion, 
He thought it improper co open a door to fraud on the clergy as 
the preſent bill would do, by depriving them of their claim to 
tythe for ſeven years—He thought it the Right Hon. Gentleman 
who patronized this bill, would introduce in its place, one to 
impower the clergy to yield their claim to tythe on barren land 
for that period, it would anſwer much better—and he was cer- 
tain it would meet with no oppoſition. | | 


Dr. Bxowne.—This bill had a few ſeſſions ſince paſſed that 
Houſe, and had been thrown out in the Lords, yet an Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Graydon) now confeſſed, that if it ſhould paſs in it; 
preſent form, it would certainly involve the clergy in great difh- 
culties—he thought this ſhould teach the Houſe caution how 
they adopted a bill of this nature. The objections to the bill 
were two. Firſt to its principle, and ſecond, to its form—as to 
the latter, it was ſo radically defective, that he thought it would 
be eaſier to bring in a bill 4e novo than to correct the preſent and 
as to its principle, though no man in his ſenſes could object to it 
abſtractedly, yet in a certain point of view it was objectionable— 
as tending to inſtitute improvements at the expenſe of one claſs 
of men, to which all ſhould contribute. If it paſſed into a law 
it would deprive the clergy of a great pou of the kingdom en- 

all mountainous parts, the 
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farmer after cultivating one part for ſeven years, would ſhift him- 
elf to another, and thus in ſuch places the clergyman would be 
{or ever, and totally ſtripped of his ſupport. Nothing could 
more evidently ſhew the d=.zn of ftriking at the income of the 
clergy in this bill, than its difterence from the Engliſh one— 
in that, the barren land to be exempted from tithe, 1s limited to 
land barren by reaſou of its barrenneſs—in this bill there was no 
ſuch limitation, the barren land might be land unproductive from 
want of culture. The bill went not only to prevent an encreaſe 
of the clerical income, which ought to be enereaſed, the number 
of clergy being at preſent too few—bur it goes to ſtrip them even 
of their preſent property, for every ſpeczes of ground might be 
exempted from rithe by the preſent bill, for every ſpecies might 
be made to rank under ſome of the denominations in -1t—and the 
onus probandi teſting on the clergy, would involve them in an un- 
ceaſing litigation and difficulty. It would alſo by ſide wind put 
an end to an eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction in this kingdom—which, 
though he would not ſay whether it ought or ought not be abo- 
liſhed— it certainly ought nor, but on the moſt ſolemn debate and 
ſerious conſideration. 


Mr. Curran ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman agreed that no man 
in his ſenſes could object to the principle of the bill—if not, then 
it ought to go into a committee, for there it muſt be made a pub- 
lic benefit, if the committee were not out of their ſenſes. No 
attack could poſſibly be deſigned againſt the clergy=the charac- 
ter of his Right Hon. Friend who propoſed it was ſuch, as no 
man could ſuppoſe capable of ſuch an attack—and he would be 
much aſhamed indeed if he could be thought capable of recom- 
mending any ſuch meaſure to the Houſe, The object of the bill 
was only the improvement of the country by removing its bar- 
renneſs and producing to the clergy themſelves -an income which 
elſe can never have exiſtence. He was ready to argue the point, 
and reaſon on the propriety of the bill, if the queſtion was to be 
decided by reaſon or by argument but the ungracious manner in 
which a right hon. gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Hobart) had 
deviated from the uſual ſuavity of his manners, in alluding to 
an hon. baronet (Sir B. Roche) who haſt ſpoken before him—had 
convinced him that this queſtion was to be decided not by opi- 
nion, but by influence on opinion. He fhould therefore fit down, 
ſoreſeeing as he did, the fate of the bill, from the authoritative 
mode in which the Right Hon. Member had {ſpoken his ſentiments. 


Mr. Con xv called to order—it was improper, he ſaid, to ſay 
that any gentleman ſpoke authoritatively in that Houſe. 


Mr. Cuxran defended the expreſſion, and Mr, Corry agaig 
called to order. | CARS ; 


* * 
* 
$. 
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Mr. Curran, in pointedterms, defended himſelf ; when a Right 
Hon. Gentleman in a high official ſituation gets vp, ſaid he, and 
declares that he will oppoſe this meaſure, I have a aight to ſay 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman denounces the whole force of ad- 
miniſtration againſt that meaſure, he makes an official declaration 
that the whoſe influence of government ſhal] be exerted againſt 
ir, I conceive the government of the country ſpeaking in his per- 
fon, and therefore I recede from a ſupport which I foreſee muſt 
be futile, and give up the meaſure to the fears of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman for the ſafety of the church. 

Sir J. PaRNEL ſaid, that the gentlemen were exerting that 
very influence they complained of when they affirmed that every 
opinion argumentatively delivered was an official declaration, if 
it came from a man in office. He thought it very hard to deprive 
ſuch gentlemen of the liberty of ſpeaking their ſentiments as 
freely in that Houſe as any other member. 


Mr. Gaarrax thought it but fair in his Hon. Friend to con- 
ſider adminiſtration as ſpeaking in the perſon of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who declared his intention to oppoſe the bill. He 
was the director of that adminiſtration, aud to him members fre- 
quently applied themſelves to know whether government would 
oppoſe or tupport this or that meaſure; nothing therefore was 
more fair than to ſay that the declaration of his opinion was an 
authoritative declaration. He hardly thought the argument the 


Right Hon. Gentleman had uſcd, that the meaſure muſt be inju- 


Tious to the church, becauſe it alarmed the clergy - deſerved an 
anſwer ; but he could nor but lament a mode which was but too 
prevalent ia Ireland, of watching with the moſt minute and teaz- 
ing interſerence every meaſure even of domeſtic regulation—the 
object of that interference in the preſent inſtance was plain, to 
make an intereit with a numerous and powerful body, by oppoſ 
ing a ſalutary meaſure. The bill he ſaw now would be loſt, and 


he ſaw the cauſe of it; and yet this ſame bill had formerly paſſed 


in that Houſe, and the preſent Lord Chancellor, at that time At- 
torney General, had ſpoken of it as one of the moſt, beneficial 
bills that had ever been introduced into that Houſe ;' he had re- 
ceived from him fome amendments, which he had now in his 

ket, and which he would now propoſe, that the Houſe, at the 
inſtance of the Right Hon. Gentleman, might now oppoſe what 


they had once ſo triumphantly ſupported. Ihe bill paſled once, 


but the following ſeſſion it was lolt. Why? Government had 
Told the bill to form a party with the church -a connexion at that 
time neceſſary to them. * . 


Mir. Grattan then entered into a refutation of the arguments 


- which had been uſed againſt the bill. None, he ſaid, could ob- 


ject to the principle of improving barren land by an exemption 
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ſrom tithe for a certain time; but the objection was that this barren 
land was not deſignated with ſufficient accuracy. He would join 
iſſue on this objection, and he defied the oppugners of the bill to 
tind any words in the Evglith language which could more ex- 
actly define barren land; if, however, ſuch words were to be 
found, the ſagacity of the Hon. Gentleman who made the ob- 
jection, woula nad them in the committee. But the gentlemen 
Zive up this, and then object to the bill as partial; and finally 
the Right Hon. Gentleinan comes and tells you the clergy are 
the beſt judges of their own intereſts. 1 ſee the bill is now loſt ; 
I ſee the miniſter has made up his mind to oppoſe it, and there- 
fore no beneficial regulation can be hoped for this ſeſſion ; for this 
reaſon I give up the bill—but I give it up only for the preſent, 
and if at any future day it thall come to be law in this kingdom, 
the clergy of Ireland will find that J have teen endeavouring to 
lay a foundation for their future wealth and proſperity, much 
more ſolid than what their warmeſt advocates are now contend- 
ing for. : | | 


Mr. LoxcrFiELD ſaid a few words againſt the bill; as did alſo 


Sir J. BLaqQui1eke, who raiſed a laugh by ſaying, that he 
heard no argument ſo convincing as that of the Right Hon, Gen- 
tleman near him [Major Hobart. | 


Mr. G. PoxnsoNnky ſaid he was thoroughly convinced that the 
Right Hon. Gentleman [Major Hobart] had riſen merely to ſpeak 
his opinion as an individual, and that he had not any deſign to influ- 
ence any member but by the ſtrength of his arguments—and cer- 
tainly whatever ancient or modern times had produced—the 
philippics of Demoſthenes, or the Cataline orations of Tully 
were nothing compared with the eloquence of the Right Hon. 
Member, for neither Demoſthenes or Cicero had ever been able 
to make Philip or the Roman Senate not only give up their pro- 
jects and opinion, but hide their heads aſhamed of the abſurdity 
of them—yet the Right Hon. Member has done this with reſpect 
to an Hon, Baronet [Sir E. Roche] who had promiſed to vote for 
the bill, but who was not now to be ſeen in the Houſe, — Mr. 
Ponſonby was ſorry that the Right Hon. Gentleman ſtanding as 
he did it the head of the whole tribe of orators, did not more 
frequently and more at length favour the Houſe with theſe ir- 
reſiſtable powers he had ju diſplayed — but left them to collect 
the opinions of thoſe who ſat around him. 

As to the bill—no man, he ſaid, was more inviolably attached 
to the intereſts of the clergy than he was—but he did not think 
that the preſent bill militated againſt thoſe rights none could 
ſuppoſe that the Lord Chancellor of this kingdom would wiſh 
to make an attack on the rights of the clergy—none could think 
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that in the year 1791 a Flouſe of Coemons would entertain any 
meaſure of that tendency but no ſuch objection came ſrom the 
wife and greater part of the clergy—it came from the unwiſe and 
nnprudent part of that body, wh oppole every ſalutary meafure 
that touches even the abuſe of the body, but it was a vain hope 
to preſerve the body a man belonged to by preſerving their abu- 
fes—ſuch policy might be uſeful to a certain point—but beyond 
that it would only tend by ſtrengthening the general indiſpoſition 
againſt them to create a reſiſtance which would ultimately not be 
content with reforming abuſes, but would attack their wealth 
and their power. | Pe | 
On a diviſion there appeared, 


For the committal 38 
Againſt it * 3 ; Majority 37. 

Mr. Ponſonby wiſhed to be permitted to poſtpone the Fiat bu- 
fineſs till Tueſday he accordingly moved, that the committee 
of the courts of juſtice fit on Tueſday next, and that the papers 
preſented in the cauſes of Higgins —Daly—'Tracy—and Brennan, 
againſt Magee, be referred to them. Ordered. | 


Mr. Foxes moved for leave to bring in a bill to ſecure reſ- 
ponſibility in the ſervants of the crown. — Leave granted. 


— — — —ůꝛ—gůmuĩ—L⁴VP 
SATURDAY, MaRcH 19, 1791. 


The bill to prevent horſe- racing in the neighbourhoad of Dub- 
Jin, was read a third time and paſſed, as was alſo the bill for re- 
viving temporary ſtatutes. e | 


Loxp DzLvix preſented a bill to amend and conſolidate the 
election laws, which was read a firſt time. | | 
A meſſage from his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant was deli- 
vered by the Hon. H. Fane, Gentleman Uſher of the Black-rod, 
commanding the attendance of the Commons in the Houſe of Peers, 

The Commons, with their Speaker, accordingly attended, 
when on prefenting the money bills for the royal aſſent, Mr, 
Speaker ſaid, 

« May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

« The Commons of Ireland attend your Excellency to offer the 
fupplies, which they have granted with a chearfulneſs and libe- 
rality that mark their zeal for the honourable ſupport of his Ma- 
jeſty's government, and their juſt ſenſe of the ineſt imable bleſſings 
they enjoy under his Majefty's mild and auſpicious reign. 

% Thefe ſupplies are contained in the bills which I have the 

honour of preſenting to your Excellency for the royal aſlent,” 


1791.4 HED AT ES 25: © 


His Excellency then gave the royal aſſent to ſeveral public and 
private bills. | 

The Commons then returned to their own Houſe, when the 
thanks of the Houſe were voted nem. con. to the Speaker, for his 
ſpeech at the bar of the Lords, on preſenting the money bills 
thi; day. | 

The bill for limiting the amount of penſions was read a firſt time, 


Sir HtexcuLes LaNGRISHxE, after ſome remarks on the bill, 
ſaid, that he only, conſidered it as a ſubje& fit for ſumnier amuſe- 


ment, ard accordingly moved, that it be read a ſecond time on 
the firſt of Auguſt. | 


Mr. ForBts ſaid, after the very honourable ſupport this bill 
had met with from the Houſe in the year 1789, when the Hon. 
Baronet who now oppoſed it gave it the utmoſt help, though now 
he was ready to conſider it a tubje& of amuſement—after it had 
pong that Houſe, though rejected by the Lords, he would ever 

ook upon it as a ſubje& worthy of the moſt ſerious conſideration. 

Perhaps the gloomy ſituation of the Hon. Baronet in 1789, 
had ſo much effected his mind then, as totally to alter his train of 
thinking, for it was certain he then highly approved of the bill--- 
but it was juſt at the time that the Hon. Baronet laboured under 
very great pain for the indiſpoſition of the beſt of Sovereigns; 
but enough on that ſubject--he would annoy the Hon. Barnet 
no ſurther. 5 

The bill he conſidered as abſolutely neceſſary to the ſafety of 
this country, andthe preſervation of its conſtitution ; an unlimi- 
ted power of granting penſions, an unlimited power of making 
new Parliamentary places, muſt evidently tend to ſubvert the in- 
dependence of Parliament. He was not one of thoſe who would 
ſay that the crown ſhould have no power to reward meritorious 
ſervices ; but ſurely a power to grant penſions to the amount of 
four-ſcore thouſand pounds a year, mutt be judged a molt liberal 
proviſion. At preſent the ſame ſyflem of protuſion which had 
ratſed the penſion liſt to 105,000]. per annum, continued to be 
practiced: In the laſt year 5400l. had fallen off by deaths, but 
the miniſters, determined that the country ſhould not have the 
advantage ariſing from the death of irs penſioners, immediately 
clapped on 2500]. The public, ſure, had a right to the chances 
of mortality they had a right to the ſaving; to 5 new loads 
upon them as faſt as they had been diſcharged from the old, was 
a grievous oppreſſion it was a fraud on the public; and he de- 
fired to be informed by the Right Hon. Baroret at the head of 
the finances, who it was that had adviſed ſuch a meaſure 5 ; 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excneque x.—T am called upon 
to know, by whoſe advice his Majeſty was induced to exerciſe his 
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undoubted prerogative in rewarding the merits of bis ſubjects : 

The Houſe will do me the juſtice to confeſs, that I never pretend 
to any power, or to any knowledge, which I do not enjoy. Sir, 
his Majeſty does not confult me, nor am I entitled to be con- 
fulred when he is pleaſcd to exerciſe his prerogative, and there. 
fore I cannot anſwer the queſtion ; but I can obſerve in the Hon. 
Gentleman a determination not to be ſatisfied, whether the pen- 
ſion lift encreaſes or dim:nithes : Formerly the Hon. Gentleman 
complained that the liſt had encreaſed the preſent grievance is, 
that it has dininiſhed above zoool. per num. — yet he gives 
the ſame oppoſition to both. 

Sir, even the Hon. Gentleman's bill allows the granting of 
penſions to the ainount of 80, oool. to that ſum we are approach- 
ing faſt the royal prerogative is exerciſed with more modera- 
tion ; yet this change of circumſtances produces no change in the 
determinations of the Hon. Gentleman and his friends : they have 
pledged themſelves to certain meaſures which they are to produce 
annually, let circumſtances alter as they may: This may be ho- 
nourable to their perſeverance but certainly they derive no ho- 
'nour from being wilfully blind to the proper conduct of govern- 
ment. They are, however, I believe, very good men, though 
they are reſolved never to approve of ggycrament, left govern- 
ment ſhonld grow inſolent; but there {nay come other govern- 
ments who may wiſh to beſtow penſions, perhaps, even more li- 
berally than any that are paſſed ; they may then be unwilling to 
aboliſh the power of granting penſions, or that of creating offices. 

The penſion liſt, I have already faid, is decreaſing, and every 
day approximating to the point the Hon. Gentleman has laid 
down ; and I truft that this night will ſhew that the number of 

entlemen who ſupport the preſent bill, 1s decreaſing in the 
ame proportion. | 


Mr. Mason.—The Hon. Gentleman cannot accuſe me of 
changing opinion, as he has the Hon. Baronet before me, (Sir 
Hercules Langriſhe.) I promiſed him I would always oppoſe 
his bill—and he ſhall always find me true to my word. 1 amfor 
reading it a ſecond time the firſt of Auguſt. 


Mr. Trxexcn ſaid, he had always ſupported the bill for li- 
miting the amount of penſions, and would now ſupport it; ne- 
vertheleſs if any thing could make him give up the meaſure 
which he conſidered as a good one, it was the diſtruſt he enter- 
tained of the motives of the heads of the party who brought it 
forward ; looking upon them, as he did, with a very ſuſpicious 
eye, it was with ſome reluQance, he ſupported the meaſure. 
{The Speaker intimated a wiſh that the Hon. Gentleman would 
conſine bimſelf to the queſtion without animadverting on parti- 


cular perſons. Mr. Trench went on-—Sir, you need not have 
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the leaſt apprehenſions of my breaking through the order of de- 
bare ; I am determined I never will take advantage of debate to 
ule improper larguage—nor will any man, from any thing I 
have cver {aid in this Houſe, think a gentleman was warranted in 
attacking me the other eveningwith the inveCtive he then uttered ; 
that J was a courtier in the diſyuile ot a country gentleman ;” 
If I am a courtier, I am a very old one, for in twenty years [ 
have not changed my conduct: it is now, and it always has been 
my opinion, that it is the duty of country gentlemen, as it is the 
intereſt of the nation, to ſupport a government whoſe meaſures 
are fair and honeſt this has ever been my political creed this 
] {tated to my conftituents in the year 1776, when they offered 
me a teſt which I rejected nor will I ever indent myſelf to any 
government, nor to any oppoſition, for if either ſhould propoſe 
a meaſure in my mind injurious to the country, no conſideration 
upon earth ſhould induce me to ſupport that meaſure and I am 
happy to be able to ſay that theſe, my principles, however un- 
couth or unfaſhionable, have been four times approved by my 
conſtituents, who, as a mark of their approbation, have been 
pleaſed four times to confide their intereſt to my care. 

As to the preſent adminiitration which I am charged with ſup- 
porting (though on this queſtion 1 ſhall vote againſt them.)—1 
challenge the Right Hon. Gentleman to point out a ſingle act of 
theirs which any honeſt man can oppole—he cannot; and *till 
they ſhall bring forward ſome act hoſtile to the country, they 
ſhall have my ſupport. 


Mr. GrATTAN ſaid, he was ſorry to ſee a bill of fo much 
importance likely to receive ſo very flight a debate—he would, 
however, before he ſpoke to it, take ſome notice of what had 
fallen ſrom an Hon, Gentleman—and though he did not preſume 
to conſider himſelf as a head of oppoſition, he was extremely 
ſorry that the Hon. Gentleman ſhould ſpeak in ſuch terms when 
bis particular friend, a gentleman of the moſt exalted good qua- 
lities, a man poſleſſing every virtue and every amiable endow- 
ment which could render him a moſt invaluable member of ſoci- 
ety, was certainly one of the heads of oppoſit ion - but he would 
not ſuppoſe the Hon. Member intended to include that reſpecta- 
ble character in the number of thoſe he looked upon with a ſuſ- 
picious eye; he was ſure he did not: however, he would aſk 
him, did he think that gentlemen would enter into a cloſe alliance 
with men, who deſerved to be looked upou with a ſuſpicious eye ? 

W hat were the meaſures brought forward by oppoſition 2— 
A place bill, a reſponſibility bill, a perſion bill, a bill for diſ- 
qualifying revenue officers, a regulation of the police; are theſe 
meaſures which deſerve to be looked upon with a ſuſpicious eye ? 
but do not judge of us by our profeſſions, or our acts judge of us 
if you pleaſe by our enemies, by the men that we oppofe; are 
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they not a ſet of men practiſed in robbing the country? are they 
not the men who threaten to expend hal? a million tor battering 
down the ariſtocracy ? are they not the men who multiply places, 
and load the nation with 2 ? are they not the men who 
have ſold the peerage, and thrown the honour of nobility in 
the duſt? and can ſuch men bear a compariſon with thoſe who 
— them ? Vi 

he Hon. Gentleman has ſaid, it is the duty of country gen- 
tlemen to ſupport the fair and honeſt meaſures of government, 
which of — 3 meaſures have we oppoſed? did we oppoſe the 
King's buſineſs ? did we oppoſe the ſupplies? did we in any way 
whatever embarraſs the bufineſs of the nation? But what has 
been the conduct of the government which the Hon. Gentleinan 
ſupports? they have oppoſed every meaſure brought forward by 
gentlemen on this ſide for the good of the counry—meaſures 
which no man can deny to be both fair and honeſt. | 

My Hon. Friend has aſked a Right Hon. Baronet who it was 
that adviſed the putting 24001]. on the penſion liſt in the laſt 

? the Right Hon. Baronet has ſaid “ he does not know 
e was not conſulted ;”—can there be a ſtronger argument than 
this for a penſion bill, and for a reſponſibility bill? If we were 
protected by theſe bills, Miniſters would not venture to waſte the 
public treaſure—if they ſhould, we would know where to 
point due puniſhment ;—but now, the firſt Miniſter of Finance 
tells you gravely, that indeed he was not conſulted—nor, did he 
think he bad a right to be conſulted when 2400]. was added to 
the burden of the nation. 

The viſible penſion liſt is 105,0001.—in ten years, if this bill 
were paſſed, it would by the common chances of mortality be 
reduced to $0,000]. —beyond this ſum the Crown could not go, 
and thus you would ſave 25, oool. a year to the nation, and pre- 
vent the Miniſter from theſe mie bog? reſorts to the public 
treaſure ; you could prevent him from beſtowing the public 
treaſure in a good humoured but dithoneſt ſort of — _ 
men who have deferved nothing from Ireland, and who, ad 
they remained in their own country muſt have remained obſcure, 
if they had remained honeſt ; you would prevent him from rob- 
bing the country with the hand of rapine, and ruling it with 
the iron hand a oppreſſion ; you would prevent him from plun- 
dering the country, and ruling it by its own money. : 

Mr. Grattan concluded with obſerving that England was in 

ſſeſſion of a law ſimilar to that propoſed, and that in Irelaud 
it was infinitely more neceſſary. 


Mr. O'Connor. I cannot hear the Right Hon. Gentleman 
| . the oppoſition, and utter ſuch foul charges againſt 

the ſupporters of Adminiftration, without ſome animad verſion; 
the tile of his panegyric reminds me of an old foolith Romiſh 
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tenet, which allowed a man, after he had ſufficient ſtore of good 
works to enſure his own ſalvation, to hand over the remainder 
to his neighbour. 

It is true, the preſent bill has for its object a ſeeming reform 
of ourſelves ; it is a ſpecies of ſelf-denying ordinance, which 
taken in its full extent, experience has ſhewn us, at perhaps the 
moſt intereſting period of Britiſh conſtitutional hiſtory, amounts 
to the abolition of monarchy, and to the fubſtitution of artful 
deſigning men to exercife the executive power with all or more 
than the defpotiſm they affect to aboliſh ; whilſt the hiſtory of 
the Britiih conſtitution, trauſplanted into this country from the 
landing of the firſt Englith adventurers, to the appointment of 
the firſt reſident Chief Governor, exhibits a conſtant unintexrupted 
government, nominally indeed Monarchial, but virtually Ariſto- 
cratical—during which period, I will confidently affirm, the an- 
nals of the world do not afford a worſe government, or more 
melancholy conſequences: And, from the arrival of Lord 
Townſhend, to the departure of the Marquis of Buckingham, 
we have ſeen the monarchy ſtruggling for the exerciſe of its ex- 
ecutive authority, and an Ariſtocracy, whenever an opportunity 
offerep, ſtriving to reſume its former controul. If theſe are 
facts beyond conſutation, I appeal to this Houſe, and to the Iriſh 
nation, whether this is a time to diminith the influence of the 
Crown in its preſent ſtruggle? I will not ſay how clear this 
Parliament is of a dangerous Ariſtocracy; but having traced it 
to its very verge, I leave it to thoſe whoſe names have ſanctioned 
ſo many ſeeming popular queſtions, to allay the fear of a whole 
ration, till ſtrongly in the recollection of its former ſufferings, 
and its former matters: 

leave it to thoſe whoſe obligations to their country ſhould 
make them the watchful guardians of her liberty, to aſſure her, 
that that Ariſtocracy, which, by poſſeſſing a conſiderable part of 
the repreſentation of the public, obliged the Iriſh Monarch to 
ſurrender at its feet the executive power, does not at this inſtant 
form the moſt conſiderable part of thoſe they are at the head of. 
It is at all times a difficult tafk to ballance out three eftates, bur 
moſt of all when the third has nearly emerged between the 
other two. If the Monarchy predominates, the people find it 
eaſy to controul it within conſtitutional bounds, whilſt defeated 
Ariſtocracy will oppoſe it with all the malice of vindictive oppo- 
ſition, ſtimulated by diſappointment, to undermine its credit with 
the people upon plauſible pretences, if within reach—if nor, 
invention will be ſet upon the rack to effect it without them. 
Such have we ſeen in Lord Townſhend's adminittration, and 
ſuch have we ſeen oppoſed by loading the people with half a 
million of money: Such have we ſeen in the Marquis of Buck- 
inghanrs adminiſtration, but which I hope we will never ſee op- 
poſed at the ſame expence, or at any expence, but by rejecting 
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its rapacious demands, and levelling its enormous powers to the 
ſtandard of the conſtitutian. | 
If there was an ariſtocracy in this Houſe, it would plume it- 
ſelf on affecting the correctneſs ſo viſible in the preſent govern- 
ment, the correct would not detract from the merits of an admi- 
niſtrat ion whoſe fame ſhall ſtand on the ſame ſolid pedeſtal with 
the independence it ſhall have eſtabliſhed, whilſt it will tend to 
thew the people of Ireland the miſeries they muſt ſuffer when- 
ever an ariſtocracy predominates, and benefits they muſt receive 
from its having an hand in the government: Under theſe conſi- 
derations I make no doubt the people of Ireland will have the 
good ſenſe to unite againſt all pretenſions to patriotiſm as long as 
its converſion is not to coſt them another half million. 
The Houſe divided on the queſtion of reading the bill a ſecond 
time on the firſt of Auguſt. | 


Ayes — — 81 
Noes — — 55 
Majority — ns 

3 — SAI — 


.Monxpay, MaRch 21, 1791. 


Mr. GzaTTAN preſented a bill to prevent frauds in tanning 


hides and currying leather, and in making ſhoes and boots; 
which was read a firſt time. 


Sir E. CxorTon preſented “ a bill to limit the number of 
perſons to be carried on the outſide of ſtage coaches ;” which 
was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time 
to-morrow. 


Mr. Joun Wor xe (of Forcnaughts) moved, “ that the order 
for zoing into a committee on the petitions relative to an export 
bounty on corn ſhould be diſcharged, a:1d that the grand com- 
mittee of trade ſhould ſit inſtead thereof.” This motion he made, 
becauſe he wiſhed to have the evidence on this ſubject printed 
and fully known to wo _— intereſted, and it could only be 
printed as the report of the committee of trade. | 

Ordered accordingly, that all the petitions, papers, &c. on 
the ſubjeQ of the export bounty, be referred to that conimittee. 


Mr. M. Bexesyroan preſented the revenue bill. 


Mr. GzxaTTan defired to know if it contained any new mat- 
ter different from that of lat year? If it did, he ſhould move 
to have it printed. | 
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Mr. BexesrorD repeated ſome clauſes of regulation, as to 
revenue officers colleQing the duties. 


Mr. GxAT TAN moved, that the bill ſhould be printed.“ 


The bill for the more eaſy recovery of {mall debts was read a 
third tune and paſſed. 


Mr. BxownLow moved for leave to bring in © a bill to encloſe 
and improve Merrion-{quare.” —Leave given. 


Mr. B. DaLy moved for leave to bring in © a bill to prevent 
| waſte on the commons of this kingdom.” N : 
The order of the day for going into a committee on the ſpirit 
licenſe bill being read. | 
Mr. J. WoL re obſerved, that a number of merchants in this 
2 attending in order to give evidence on the corn bu- 
ſineſs. | 


Mr. HoBART ſaid, it would be with infinite reluctance he 
ſhould give any unneceſſary trouble to the citizens of Dublin, 
and theretore he would move that this bill ſhould be poſtponed 
till to-morrow ; however, he wiſhed it might be underſtood, 
that it would come under confideration at four o'clock. 


— —— 
TuesDay, MakcH 22, 1791. 


A petition of the maſter tanners of the city and county of Dub- 
lin and liberties adjoining, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was preſented to the Houſe by Sir Edward Newenham and read; 
ſetting forth, that heads of a oill, entitled a bill to amend an 
act paſſed in the third year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an 
act to prevent frauds in the tanning of hides, currying of leather 
and the making of ſhoes and boots, has lately been brought into 
and is now pending before the Houſe ; that the petitioners, as 
well as all the other maſter tanners, would be materially injured 
in their properties, and the tanning buſineſs and trade much af- 
ſected and prejudiced, ſhould the ſaid act be paſſed into a law, 
which the petitioners are ready to demonſtrate and prove to the 
Houſe ; petitioners humbly repreſent that they have credible in- 
formation of the intention of numerous bodies of maſter tanners 
in the country parts of the kingdom to petition the Houſe againſt 
the ſaid bill paſſing into a law, which they will not have an op- 
portunity of doing unleſs the Houſe ſhall pleaſe to poſtpone the 

A a 
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ſecond reading of ſaid bill; the petitioners therefore humbly 
pray that the ſaid bill may not 9” into a law, and if necetlary 
that petitioners may be heard by their counſel at the bar of tie 
Houle in ſupport of the allegations of their petition. | 
It was referred to the committee on the tanning bill. 

The bill to diſcharge recognizances entered into before the 
18th of January 1787. | 

The bill to amend the Kilkenny and Clonmel turnpike bill. 

The bill for the preſervation of ſhrubs and trees, and 

Lord Mountjoy's bill, were read a third time and paſſed. 


Mr. BRowx Low preſented a bill for inglofing and iinproving 
Merrion-ſquare, which was read a firlt tine. 


Mr. LonGs1ELD preſented a petition from the merchants of 
Cork, praying that no bounty be granted on the exportation of 
corn from the port of Dublin; which was received, read, and 
referred to the committee of trade. 


Mr. D. B. DaLy preſented a bill to prevent waſte on com- 
nions, which was read a firſt time. 


Mr. Holmes ate a bill for the relief of inſolvent 
debtors, with reſpe& ro the impriſonment of their perſons, 
which was read a firſt time. 


Mr. Gzorce Ponsonsy deſired that the affidavit of Richard 
Daly againſt John Magee on which a fiat had iſſued for 4000]. 
dated the 12th of June 1789, be read by the clerk, which was 
read accordingly, as was alſo another affidavit of Richard Daly's, 
dated the 2 iſt of November, 1789, as were alſo attefted copies 
of the rules of the court of King's bench on the ſeveral motions 
relative to Magee, as was alſo an atteſted copy of the verdi@ on 
the trial in the caſe of Daly againſt Magee, and likewiſe an at- 
teſted copy of the bill of exceptions taken to that verdict - theſe 
ſeveral papers being read, 

. Mr. 7 ates ſaid, I hope, Sir, that the motion which I ſhall 
have the honour to ſubmit to the committee, will not by any 
man be attributed to improper or perſonal motives. Of the noble 
Lord whe is the ſubje& of our debate, I know little; I never 
have had any intercourſe with him : I do not know that he ever 
had the inclination —and I am fnre he never had the power to do 
me any injury ; neither have I ever had any provocation, or any 
with to injure him. It is not a very pleaſing office for one who 

Is an advocate in the court where he preſides, to maintain a charge 
againſt him; but I will do him the juſtice to ſay, that though 

Aſt year I did ſupport with my beſt powers the meaſure I ſhall 
this day propoſe, and tho ſince that time I have often appeared 
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in that Court beſore the noble Lord, acting in my profeſſion, I 
never received theiſlighteſt incivility or diſcountenance from him, 
nor did he ihew any ſign of diſpleaſure or reſentment at the part 
1 had taken—ſo much I muſt ſay in juftice to the noble Lord; 
and farther, I declare, that no conſideration but the public good, 
and a regard for that invaluable of all bleſſings—perlonal liberty 
to which every man is entitled as his birth-right, could induce 
me to undertake this buſineſs. 

I am very much afraid, that in conſidering this ſubject I ſhall 
be obliged to repeat much of what 1 offered to the confideration 
of the committee laſt year for the ſubje& adimits of no ſcope of 
imagination or ornament of fancy, bur muſt be ſupported by 
known law and undeniable facts; but I ſhall endeavour to be as 
brief as poſſible the committee may be aſſured I will not waſte 
their time by one unneceſlary word, _ 

In the laſt Parliament, when I brought this ſubject forward, I 
had not the good fortune to ſucceed ; grave and eminent lawyers, 
perfectly well informed upon this and every legal ſubje&, role up 
againſt ine, and affected to have doubts : 'They ſaid, we ought 
carefully to enquire and materially to deliberate ; they withed 
for time, and they deſired that the committee ſhould adjourn— 
not to clear their doubts, (for doubts they could have none) but 
io get rid of a conteſt which, upon any principle of law, they 
could not maintain. 

I know, Sir, that ſome lawyers in the Courts are in the habit 
of aſſerting the law to be ſo and ſo, and the precedent to be thus 
and thus, as ſuits their client's intereſt. I know that ſome of 
them carry that habit into Parliament; but that I may not be 
xccuſed of ſuch a practice, I have brought the books that I thall 
quote along with me ;—{Mr. Ponſonby had many large tomes of 
law lying by him on the ſeat]—and I deſire to receive no credit 
from any quotation I ſhall make, till gentlemen have examined 
the books: and I do deprecate that practice of round aſſertion, 
which gentlemen are in the habit of uſing for I will not pay the 
leaſt regard to any thing that may be called law, unleſs the 
authority be fully and fairly cited. Iwill take care that no man 
thall have an opportunity of confuting me—he muſt confute the 
law ; and gentlemen, if they will ſhew their learning, muſt do 
it by contending with the judges who have expounded the law. 

I conceive, that in an action of ſtander, common bail is alone 
demandable ; and that the Court in ſuch caſes are not warranted 
in demanding ſpecial bail. An action of flander is an action on 
the caſe, and by the old common law, a man could not be arreſt- 
ed for an action on the caſe ; however, in proceſs of time, laws 
were made to iſſue writs empowering the Sheriffs to arreſt per- 
ſons on actions on the caſe z but as ſoon as ſuch laws were ap- 
plied to this particular kind of action (ſlander) the Courts de- 
Sared, that only common bail ſhould be taken: and all the books 
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to this moment, and all the caſes in England, concur to prove, 
that in caſes of ſlander, in no inſtance was ſpecial bail ever de- 
manded. 

| There are two ſpecies of perſonal actions: U he firſt reſers to 
contracts for valuable conſiderations, and 1s clearly out of the 
preſent eye 

The ſecond is called actions of Tre, and relates to ſuppoſed 
perſonal injuries. All actions of this ſort are ſaid 2% found in 
damages; that is, they cannot be brought as ſor any valuable 
conſideration, but for a ſoppoſed wrong; and therefore the 
plaintiff is never able to appreciate the injury or eſtimate te ſum 
that remains with the jury ſolely they are to award the com- 
penſation, and this compenſation is ſaid to- be contingent, becauſe 
of its being uncertain; for it is the voluntary aſleſſment of the 
jury as it ſtrikes them—this action is of that kind. 

When the plainti# applied ro the Chief Juſtice, it was his 
Lordthip's duty to conſider the law of the land —and whether in 
granting his fiat for 4000l. and thereby in enabling the plaintiff 
ro gratify his malice—aſſeſs his own damages—and throw the 
defendant into prifon—he did not overturn the law of the Jand: 

Certain it is, that by granting a fiat for 4500}. he did enable the 
plaintiff to try his own cauſe, and puniſh: the defendant by 
throwing him into priſon for many months before an enquiry 
could be made, whether the plaintiff's charge was founded or 
not; and above all, without that circumſtance indiſpenſible to 
the taking ſpecial bail ſpecific damage. 

On the caſe before us, which is of the moſt alarming nature, 
depends the exiſtence of the liberty of the preſs: The public 
conduct of miniſters, of all great officers of ſtate, and all who 
hold public truſts for the people, is a fair ſubje& of public, 

fober enquiry. On the criminal proceedings taken on ſuch pub- 
lications depend the freedom of the preſs ; —and if any printer, 
however faulty, can be ſeized and thrown into jail upon a frat to 
any amount that the humour of a judge, or the malice of a pro- 
ſecutor may think fit to iſſue, it requires but very little eloquence 

to prove that the freedom of the ſubjeQ and the liberty of the 
preſs are at an end. | 

Sir, the character of thoſe who adminiſter the aws of the 
land ſhould never be examined without the moſt reſpectſul deli - 

cacy—not with vile and opprobrious expreſſions of vulgar abuſe, 
or coarſe invective. If any man ſhould think himſelf injured 
by them—this Houſe is competent to give redreſs ; and it is the 
nobleſt privilege of the judges of the land that their conduct can 
be arraigned in Parliament only.—In the caſe before us, the 
printer had moſt groſsly abuſed the noble Lord himſelf in his 
paper; it was therefore incumbent on his Lordſhip to proceed 
with the moſt guarded circumſpeQion, that no enem might 
attribute his ſeverity to perſonal- motives—his conduct ſhiould 


\ 
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have been ſuch as the law, in its ſtricteſt ſenſe, would warrant 
and juttify : But what was his Lordihip's. conduct? Inftead of 
proceeding with that caution, and that diſregard to vulgar abuſe, 
which would have done him honour, he granted againſt Magee, 
one fiat at the ſuit of Daly for 4000l. - one fiat at the ſuit of 
Higgins for 2000l.—one fiat at the ſuit of Tracy for 1000].—and 
one at at the ſuit of Brenan for 800l. making together a ſum of 
+800]. and this at a time when the man was under a criminal 


information in his own court. Now, I deſire gentlemen to reflect 
upon this enormous ſum, and conſider how many there is amongſt 


themſelves, the prime gentlemen of the nation, that could in- 

ſtantly give 7800]. bail—or who would not be obliged to go to 
riſon ? 

5 But, Sir, we are not to conſider the rank of the defendant 


this fortune, his character, or his fituatjsn in life—we are to con- 


ſider the law. No one will ſuppoſe that minitters, intending an 
attack on the liberties of the people, would venture to begin 
with the greateſt, or the beſt men in the country—no, it is gene- 
rally with men of a contrary deſcription: yet, whenever coin- 
plaints have been brought before the Parliament of Englaad, the 

have never failed to protect the law, and aſſert the right of the 
injured perſon. | 

Actions of ftander are conſidered under different heads. 

Sometimes they are © ſlander of title;“ as ſaying a man has 
no right to the land he poſſeſſes. | 

Sometimes they are of ſcandalum magnatum,” or flander 
againſt the great men of the realm. 

And ſometimes they are laid © per quod.” 

Now, I have an exact tranſcript of the reaſons delivered by 
Lord Clonmel when he refuſed to accept of common bail for 
John Magee ;—and theſe reaſons are - that ſpecial bail is de- 
mandable in caſes of ſcandalum magnatum, and he could ſee no 
reaſon why ſpecial bail was not demandable in the preſent caſe as 
well as in 4 of ſcandalum magnatum, or in caſes of criminal 
converſation, for that they equally depended on the contingent 


damages which a jury might think fit to award.” 


I ſhall read from the books a few caſes applicable to the ſub- 
ject; and firſt with regard to ſcandalum magnatum. 

The firſt caſe is in Sir Thomas Raymond's reports, page 74, 
the Earl of Staniford againſt Gordon; it was ruled that ſpecial 
bail may be taken, for altho' it be but for words, yet bein 
ſpoken _ an Earl, the court may compel ſpecia] i 


does moſt plainly imply that if it had not been againſt a peer the 


Court could net compel ſpecial bail. In this caſe a rule was 
granted Niſi, that is, unleſs good cauſe to the contrary.— The 
next caſe is 24 Modern, 2gth Charles 2d, the Marquis of Dor- 
cheſter's caſe, and in this caſe the Court re 
bai), declaring that it was not requirable. 


ed to demand ſpecial 
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The next is in zd Modern, page 41, the Earl of Macclesſield's 
caſe ; the defendant was charged with ſaying of the Earl, what 1 
am afraid ſome gentlemen on that ſide will be ready to ſay of me, 
that he was a ſeditious man, and a prompter of tedious ad- 
dreſſes ;” theſe words ſpoken ef a peer, would, if the Court had 
any diſcretion to compel ſpecial bail, warrant them in the exer- 
cite of it; but even in this caſe the Court refuled to demand it. 

Having ſhewn that ſpecial bail was not uſually, though ſome- 
times, demanded even in caſes of ſcandalum magnatum, he pro- 
ceeded to ſhew, that in caſes of ſlander on the title, without 
R damage proved, ſpecial bail could not be demanded ; to 
this point he produced Croke, Charles, Levinge's reports, and 
Commynge: in this laſt author, vol. 1. page 483, is a deciſion, 
that in actions on the caſe where the demand is more than 20]. 
except in actions of ſlander, bail ſhall be required. 

Further to ſupport his poſition, Mr. Ponſonby quoted Barnes' 
notes, Page 79. 11th Geo. II.; alſo, Lord Chief Baron Gilbert's 
Hiſtory of the Common Pleas, page 37. 7 

And now, ſaid he, 1 hope . read enough to ſhew that 
ſpecial bail is not demandable in caſes of ſlander. ; 5: 
But it is argued by the Chief Juſtice, that ſpecial bail is de- 
mandable in caſes of criminal converſation : this I allow; but J 
cannot ſee the leaſt ſimilarity berwecn caſes of flander and caſes 
of criminal converſation—except that both found in damages: 
The difference is infinite; in one the defendant may juſtify the 
ſlander by proving what he has ſaid or written to be the truth, 
and by ſhewing that he has only put mankind upon their guard. 

_But who can juſtify an a& of criminal converſation in this or 
any other country; who can juſtify an act contra bonos mores, con- 
trary to every principle of religion, to every principle of mora- 
lity, and deſtructive to all — bands that unite civil ſociety, 
or promote domeſtic happineſs? and therefore, how the Chief 
Judge in the firſt court of criminal judicature, that judge who is 
the guardian of religion, morality, and law, could compare two 
offences ſo widely different, Iam at a loſs to underſtand. 

He then proceeded to ſtate more particularly the caſe of John 
Magee, who, after many delays and -_ impriſonment, was 
brought to trial upon Daly's fiat of 4000]. In this trial a variety 
of newſpapers and letters, not alledged in the original affidavit, 
were allowed to be read as evidence againſt him; yet, after all, 
twelve honeſt men, upon their oaths, awarded Daly but 200). 
damages, the twentieth part of the fiat for which he was thrown 
into jail. If any proof of the enormity of the pron. s was 
wanting, here it was: Magee had offered 500l. bail, which was 


refuſed not by Lord Clonmel alone, but by the whole Court, 
He did not, however, want to criminate the other judges, nor 
would this criminality juſtify the Chief Juſtice—no partnerſhip 
in wrong can produce innocence: He would therefore take no 
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notice of them, but confine himſelf to the Chief Juſtice alone; 
and his charge againſt him was that he had illegally deprived a 
Freeman of his Liberty. 

This, Sir, is no queſtion of party. I have not taken it up as 
a meaſure of oppoſition ; every man knows that before I was fixed 
at this fide, I declared I would follow it up—therefore let it nor 
be conſidered as a queſtion of party; the true motives on which 
{ urge it are ſtronger than any party motives can bea regard for | 
the laws and liberties of the country-—a regard for the moſt in- 
valuable bleilings the ſubject can poſſeſs —perſonal liberty; a 
_— without which all other earthly bleſſings are vain and 
uſeleſs. : 

I feel, Sir, I have taken up much of the time of the com- 
mittee ; but I conſole myſelf with reflecting, that an Engliſh 
Houſe of Commons would not, and I truft, an Irith Houſe of 
Commons will not think their time waſted, when employed in 
defending the rights of the people. I am ſenſible the judicial 
charaQer ſhould te touched with delicacy ; and if this had been 
the ſingle cauſe for reprehenſion, I ſhould have paſſed it over; 
but when I ſaw a determined plan to pervert the law ; when I 
ſaw a Judge heap fiat * fiat, upon the head of an unfortunate 
ſubjeR, already under the criminal proceſs of the court, I thought 
it my duty to ſtand forward and I do think that perſon unfit to 
ih Fo on the ſeat of juſtice. 

I do therefore move you to reſolve, 

© That it is the opinion of this committee, that the Chief 
Juſtice of the Court of King's Bench, in ordering a capias ad reſ- 

ondendum to iſſue againſt John _ on the athdavirt of Richard 
Þaly, marked 4000. —acted legally.” | 


The ATTarney GENERAL. —I do by no means regret that 
this motion is now brought forward, for by its diſcuſſion, I truſt 
every one will ſee that the liberty of the preſs, and the rights 
of the ſubject, are both perfectly ſecure; and I truſt that T ſhall 
place the queſtion in ſuch a point of view, that gentlemen will 
think they have no occaſion to adopt the reſolution propoſed ; 
and however gentlemen may laugh. I truſt, that before I fit 
down I ſhall ſtate a propoſition which will induce gentlemen to 
agree unanimouſly to a motion which I ſhall make—for you, Sir, 
to leave the chair. 

I feel, Sir, moſt ſenſibly that I tread on ſacred ground, and 
therefore I muſt tread with reverence and with caution, for ſurely 
there is no ſubject that can be introduced into this Houſe, that 
ought to be treated with more delicacy than an enquiry into the 
conduct of a Judge. | LES 

Judges, Sir, ſhould not be introduced into the notice of this 
Houſe for every trivial error, or upon every light occaſion : Yet, 
Sir, upon ſeveral trivial oceaſionz has the conduct of the Judges 


* 


—— — 
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been introduced to this Houſe, once in the preſent ſeflion, when 
it did appear that the Judges had done their duty—yet the fre- 
quency of theſe charges, however groundleſs, has a moſt injurious 
rendency, by making the people diftruſt and deſpiſe the | 10g 
I acknowledge that their own good conduct is the Judges” beſt de- 
fence ; but their conduct may be extremely good, and yet, if on 
every trivial occaſion they are held forward as objects of reſent- 
ment, they muſt fink in the public opinion. | 
Ibe charge in the preſent caſe is, that a man was illegally 
holden to ſpecial bail. f | 
Now the facts have this night been ſtated very differently from 
what I have heard them repreiented ; it has this night been ſlated, 
that the man was arreſted in June, and that he remained ſeveral 
months in cuſtody ; whereas 1 have been informed that he im- 
mediately ſatisfied the Sheriff, and was at large the whole time: 
this, I acknowledge. ought to have no effect upon our deciſion, 
for it makes no difference in the act of the Chief Juſtice, though 
It takes off that aggravatian of ſuffering that has been ſtated. 
You are told that no time was ſpecial Rail demandable in actions 
of ſlander; this I apprehend to be a miſtake — for before the ſta- 
tute of Henry VI. every man againſt whom any writ iſſued, if he 
did not give bail was to be held in cuſtody ;—this was the law 
antecedent to the ſtature of Henry VI. and I challenge the Hon. 
Gentleman to ſhew the contrary. Hey - | 


Mr. Poxs ox zy.—The Hon. Member knows very well, that 
the ſtatute of Hen. 6th, could by no poſſibility have reference to 
the caſe before the committee, as the capias ad reſpondendum 


was not inſtituted till the 1 th Hen. 7. 


The Ar TroxXZYCENZAAT.— I ſay, that 'till the time of Hen. 
6, where the Sheriff was to arreſt a man upon a writ, he migh; 
keep him in cuſtody, unleſs a writ of main-priſe went to relieve 
him; and this being a matter of great oppreſſion to the people, 
tho' of great profit to the ſheriff, it is plain from the conſtruction 
of the itatute, that the Sheriff was bound to take bail in reaſon- 
able {ecuriry, though the Sheriff was judge of the reaſonableneſs 
of that ſecurity : 1 his ſhews that the Sheriff had it in his power 
to hold the man in priſon without dictinction of any caſe whate- 
ver; and this he has a right to do to the preſent moment. 
I he grievance not being removed by the act Hen. 6, the En- 

liſh act of 15th Charles 2. was made, and the Iriſh act, 7th 

m. 3. By theſe acts, no bail to a greater ſum than 40l. can 
be demanded, unleſs for ſpecial damages, and unleſs the cauſe 
of action be particularly ſet forth, this is now the law of the 
_: | 35 | „ ; 
The law then is this: If the cauſe of action appears on the 
writ, with ſpecific damages, the Sheriff is bound to take bail 


1 
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with reaſonable ſureties; but if it does not appear, he cannot 
exceed 40]. and tho' a Judge may fiat a writ ever ſo high, the 
Sheriff may take ſuch bail as he thinks proper: neither would 
the Sherift, if the court hated the writ too low, be juſtified in 
not producing the body of the defendant at the day appointed — 
the plaintiff might bring his action againſt the Sheriff, and he 
could not juſtify by the hat of the court. The charge then of 
the enormity of the ſum demanded as ſecurity for the appearance 
of Magce, falls to the ground—for the Sheriff might have let 
him go at what reaſonable bail he thought proper. | 

Bur I am ſurprized to ſee the reſentment of the Hon. Gentle- 
man pointed ſolely againſt the Chief Juſtice, tho' the cauſe was 
argued before the full court. He calls upon you to cenſure the 
Chief Juſtice for a fiat granted in his chamber, where, perhaps, 
he had not full time to examine it; and he paſſes by the other 
three Judges who confirmed that act, after ſolemn inveſtigation : 
But he ſuppoſes the Chief Judge peculiarly anxious to puniſh this 
man—and as a motive he aſſigns the libeſs that appeared againſt 
his Lordſhip in the defendant's newſpapers ; but he has nor ſaid, 
that the other Judges had any motive for reſentment ; they were 
not libelled yet * concurred in the act aſter ſull conſidera- 
tion. If therefore it was 2 crime in the Chief Juſtice it was 
equally a crime in them, and if the Court of Juſtice is to be diſ- 
graced, let them all be diſgraced together; if one is to be diſ- 
charged from his office, let them all be diſcharged together. 

If the law was, that ſpecial bail could not be taken, then it 
would be idle for the Judges to lay down rules for the mode ot 
taking it, as the learned Gentleman by various quotations has 
ſhewn that they have done: He has ſaid, that it is a general 
rule not to take ſpecial bail in actions of ſlander ;—but actions of 
ſlander are like all other actions of uncertain damages - governed 
by the circumſtances of the caſe ; the Judges are at their diſcre=- 
tion, and that diſcretion muſt be governed by the laws of the 
„ 8 "MN „ 

The Hon. Gentleman has ſaid, there is no analogy between 
actions for crimiual converſation and actions of ſcandal—for in 
one caſe the party may juſtify, and in the other he cannot; fo 
far it is certainly true:—but juſtification is not the reaſon for 
granting ſpecial bail in either caſe—the meaning and intention of 
the law in both is, that the defendant may have his liberty tili 
the day of trial, he giving _— to abide that trial ; but if by 
common law a man might not be held to ſpecial bail for ſlander, 
vain and abſurd would it be for the Judges to lay down rules to 
guide their diſcretion in taking ſuch bail; if the common Jaw 
did not warrant them, vain would it be to entertain the ſubje& 
at all [Here the Attorney General went into the hiſtory of the 
rule laid down by the Judges for taking bail, from 1654 to the 
preſent time; he alſo examined the ſeveral caſes quoted by Ms. 
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Ponſonby, and inferred from the whole © That in all actions 
where the debt was certain, ſpecial bail was demandable of 
courle ; where uncertain, be it of what nature it might, no man 
ſhould be held to ſpecial bail without application firſt made to 
the Judge in his chamber, and upon ſuch application the judge 
will exerciſe his diſcretion, and oi der or deny ſpecial bail as he 
mall ſee proper.” 

The practice of ifluing fiats, and demanding ſpecial © bai] in 
caſes of ſlander, Mr. Attorney ſaid, was of old ſtanding in Ire- 
land, and ſanctioned by a Judge whoſe name carries authority 
with every man that loves virtue and learning. He cited the re- 
markable cafe of Mark Bloxham and Dr. Pullein ; and ſaid, that 
though the Judge was not neceſſarily obliged to fiat whatever da- 
mages the plaintiff might think proper to lay in his affidavit, yet 
it had been generally done, and in the cafe before the Houſe, the 
Chief Juſtice had done nothing but what had often been done 
both by his cotemporaries and predeceſſors, nor could he, in ſo 
doing, be deemed guilty of an act that could warrant the cenſure 
of the Houſe ; nor would he therefore ſuppoſe that the Houſe 
would interfere to vote a cenſure for a mere error; if the Chief 
Juſtice had erred, it was no more than every man was liable to 
do ; his error was not of that groſs nature that he ought to be 
Temoved ; it did not partake of the nature of corruption ; he 
had made a miſtake, no doubt—bur if he had, the three puiſne 
Judges had miſtaken alſo: He would therefore move to include 
the three puiſne Judges in the reſolution, and then negative 
the whole, by voting Go Chairman out of the chair. 

He had ſaid, when he firſt roſe in this debate, that he hoped 
he would be able to make a propohtion that would produce un- 
nimĩity. His morives for ating ſuch a propoſition, were theſe: 
The people had been taught to entertain an opinion, that they 
were not ſafe in the hands of the Judges of the King's Bench: 
they had been taught to believe that government, for the purpoſe 
of attacking this right, and eſpecially the liberty of the preſs, 
had influenced the Judges: now, though he knew thoſe opinions - 
to be utterly nl though he knew that the liberty of the 
ſubjeQ, and the liberty of the / x why were in no danger, he thought 
the fears and apprehenſions of the people ought to be quieted and 
removed ; he thought that the power of the courts, in caſes 
ſimilar to the preſent, ought to be limited and defined; that the 
ſubject ſhould be put out of the power of any court; therefore, 
if gentlemen would conſent, he would move for leave to bring in 
2 bill to prevent vexatious arreſts in actions of flander, and this 
would ſhew that no man in the nation need entertain any appre- 
henſion for the liberty of the preſs. | 

Before he ſat down be begged to add one word to what had 
been charged againſt Lord Clonmel for. granting ſo many fiats 
againſt Magee, it was this—if a man had committed a great Ya- 
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riety of offences, he could not ſee why E for one of 
them ſhould prevent his being proſecuted for the others. 


The Prime SeRIEA NT. II have liſtened to every thing urged 
in ſupport of the poſition which has been made, with all — reſ- 
pect to Which Whatever comes from the Hon. and learned Gen- 
tleman is entitled; but unleſs the caſe is very clear indeed, and 
of magnitude to juſtify the occaſion, I cannot concur in a reſolu- 
tion inflicting the ſevereſt cenſure upon a ſupreme court of judi- 
cature, in whoſe character the adminiſtration of juſtice is mate- 
rially intereſted—upon four Judges acting an their oaths, and 
under that ſolemn ſanction accountable to God and their conſci- 
ences; dann the law to be different from what the re- 
ſolution propoſed ſuppoſes it to be, I am free to ſay that from my 
judgment the principle upon which the reſolution ſeems to be 


founded, is erroneous: But, Sir, differing from a gentleman for 


whom I have a profeſſional and perſonal reſpe&, I hold that 
opinion with diffidence. I know the fallibility of opinions on all 
ſubjeQs, and that an uniformity of opinion upon legal ſubjeQs is 
not to be expected. : 

The reſolution ſuppoſes the iſſuing of the writ to be the a& 
of the Judge; the Judge is merely paſſive, and exerciſes that 
diſcretion, which by a law of Great Britain, not of force here, 
is in many inſtances committed to one of the officers of the court. 
If you confider the origin of the court, it will appear to have 
been for the protection, and not the oppreſſion of the ſubject. 
The proceſs of the court being originally fictitious, the court 
was bound to ſee that the fiction did as little injury as poſſible, 
and therefore, by their order preſented a boundary beyond which 
the Sheriff ſhould not go, in his demand of bail for appearance; 
ir is not incumbent upon him to go ſo far. The writ iſſues to 
compel an appearance, and aſter the appearance of the party, if 
he is competent to the court to hold him to bail in ſuch ſum as 


the diſcretion of the court : ſhall think reaſonable, or diſcharge - 


him upon a common appearance. 'The opinion which I entertain 
is, that in caſes of uncertain damage, upon good cauſe ſhewn, 
the court, or a ſingle Judge, may legally permit a writ to be 
marked, and the caſes wy 4 red to, and | acknowledge the can- 
dour and propriety of referring to the books as excluding contra- 
diction does not militate againſt that opinion. The caſe from 
Comyn's Digeſt, and Gilbert's opinion in his Hiſtory of the Court 
of Common Pleas, are upon that ground only reconcileable: but 
ſee what the opinion of that ſame Chief Baron Gilbert is in his 
Hiſtory of the Court of King's Bench, p. 1 30, where he lays 
down the rule conformable to the opinion which I entertain, and 
indeed I have the opinion of m Hon. Friend, for that was the 


principle of the reſolution which he propoſed in the laſt ſeſſion 


of Parliament on this ſubject. Gilbert, however, tho' an able 
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lawyer, yet we cannot hold him infallible : from his opinion aroſe 


- the 6th Geo. 1. andthe dependance of this country. 


The Hon. Member has claſſed the crime or otience of ſlander 
under three heads: — iſt. Slander of title, wherein bail is re- 
quireable. 2d. Scandalum magnatum—and inſtances have been 
cited, wherein bail, in actions on the ſtatute known by that name, 
has been refuſed ; and ſometimes granted ni. Thoſe deciſions, 

uch as they are, depend upon 4 circumſtances. No action 
will-lye on that ſtatute for words which were not actionable at 
common law. The proceeding upon the ſtatute is in the nature 
of a quitam proceeding, in which, unleſs ſpecially provided for, 
Tpecial bail is not in general demandable. | 

But it ĩs certainly candid in my Hon. Friend, to refer to a book 
as an authority for ſome of his poſitions, in which will be found 


the report of a caſe I mean Lord Townſhend againſt Hughes — 


where damages to the ainount of 4000l. were given by a jury 
for thoſe words: le is an unworthy man, and acts againſi law 
end reaſon ;” An attempt was made to ſet aſide the verdict, and 
refuſed. I muſt, however, obſerve upon a circumſtance, unin- 
tended I am confident, that the opinion of C. ]. Montague, upon 
the ſtatute of the 23d Hen. VI. is cited, not from Plowden, but 
from ſome pamphlet, in which ſome extract from it is publiſhed, 
and which militates directly againſt the aſlertion, that the perſon 
was in no caſe arreſtable at cominon Jaw for a civil injury. Says 
the Chief Juſtice, it ever was the common law, that perſons 
taken by writ or warrant in any action perſonal, might be ler at 
large upon ſufficient ſureties.” In the quotation as publiſhed in 
the pamphler thoſe emphatic words, ſufficient ſureties are omitted, 
and the Chief Jultice's opinion is, that at common law the perſon 
might be, and ſhould be diſcharged on ſureties. But to intro- 
duce on the committee a law argument at the hour of one 
o'clock in the morning is unreaſonable. © | 
If the law were upon this the firſt diſcuffion of the ſubject, as 
clear as the reſolution propoſed ſuppoſes to be, yet knowing as 
we do, that a contrary opinion had prevailed that the practice 
accorded with that opinion, that there was a common error upon 
the fubject, which in many inſtances makes the law, I could not, 
nor will the committee concur in a vote of cenfure upon a court 
which followed, and did not begin the practice that proceeded 
according to the uſage of the court for near a century: No, Sir, 
In that caſe I ſhall call upon the committee to purſue the cauſes 
taken hy the Parliament of England in the cafe of Lord C. J. 
Keyley, who fined and impriſoned jurors, for not finding agree- 
able to his directions -an heavy charge—an invaſion of the trial 
by jury. He defended himſelf by precedents and praQice—the 
parliament was a parliament of luitre - the juſtice was acquitted— 
the practice condemned. Here, Sir, even if the law was as {up- 
poſed, would be an example worthy of our imitation, | 


- 


— ew 
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But though the law was clear, and that there had been no 
error on the ſubject, yet I cannot concur in the reſolution, be- 
cauſe it is partial; when | ſay partial, 1 mean to ſay, it does not 
embrace the whole of the caſe, for I never in public or private 
impute motives to other men, which my heart tells could never 
operate on myſelf; I mean to ſay, that che reſolution piopoſed 
blinks the greater and failens upon the lcfler, it either be a 
grievance, and therefore I thall vote for the ainendment pro- 
poſed, not by way of crimination of the other judges, bur 
having got the authority of their opinion with me tor tae pur- 
poſe of removing you from the chair, when the reſolution thall | 
be ſo amended. 'I'o thew that this was the act of the Court, it | 
will be neceſlary to ſtate facts as they appear by the return of the 
proceedings: Daly's affidavit was made on the 12th of June, 
1789, upon that affidavit the writ iftued. Magee declined the | 

| 
f 


courſe of the court. He did not defire to be brought before the 
jud se to controvert the amount of the alledged damage, or to 
fare his inability to give ſecurity ; but he actually gave ſecurity 
for his appearance to the Sherifts in the amount of the ſum for 
which the writ was marked, ſo that he was not an hour in. 
cuſtody. On the 23d June, 1789, he pur a rule on the plaintiff 
to ſhew cauſe of bail, and on 27th June 1789, he applied to the 
court to aduit him to common bail; the court unanimouſly re- 
fuſed his motion, and confirmed the order for ſpecial bail. 

The judge who permitted the writ was not called upon to re- 
conſider it: it was an act in his chamber; the party might, by 
the courſe of the court, have been brought before Eat 4 re- 
eonſideration. If then the act of a ſingle judge, in his chamber, 
is proper tor the conſideration of this committee how much 
more Joudly does the unanimous opinion of the court confirming 
that act cali for the attention of the committee? What notions 
will be entertained of our juſtice, or of our legal alarms, if we 
think it neceſlary to cenſure the act of a ſingle Judge in his cham- 
ber, which is of light:authority, and feel no alarm from the ſo- 
lemn and unanimous approbation of that act by the court? | 
Bur it is the more neceſſary to corfider the whole of the caſe [ 
upon the refolution amended—when you recollect that the opinion 
of the court is made part of the ground on which the reſolution | 
is ſupported, and that the compariſon of an action for a libel | 
and an action for criminal converlation made by the Chief Juſ- | 
tice is faſtened up as a proof of the inſuthciency of that judge; | 
to my judgment, no buſineſs of law or reaſon demands bail 1n 
the one cate, that does not equally apply to the other the da 
mages are uncertain in both—they may be conſiderable or not a 
thilling—they are merely imaginary, and if net known to be 
ſufferers are not mentally injurious.— The moral turpitude of the 
one is cenſurable in the ſpiritual court; the criminality of the 
other, in a court of criminal juriſdiction: The reparation for | 
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the civil injury is to be ſubmitted to the conſideration of the 
ury. | 

: But, ſays the Hon. Gentleman, I will tell you the difference 
the one may be juſtified, the other not. 'I he liableneſs of the 

aggreſſor to give bail rather in the one or the other, does not de- 
pend upon that difference. In an aQtion upon a libel, the truth 

of 1t cannot be given in evidence, becauſe, by the iſſue of not 

ilty, the publication only is in queſtion; and it would be a 

urpriſe on the party. It muſt therefore be pleaded by way of 
juſtification, and the iſſue is joined upon the truth. In criminal 
converſation fuch circumſtances may be given in gvidence as may 
nonſuit the plaintiff, or entitle him to a penny — The 
lawyers think ſo highly, ſo juſtly of female honour, that the 
pleadings in action for W ee converſation, ſuppoſe an aflaulr 
with force and arms upon the lady and the defendant may not 
poſſibly he able to Guſtify that aſſault, by the encouragement or 
the connivance of the huſband. 

But though the law was clear with the reſolution—though no 
excuſing practice exiſted—though the reſolution was general 
yet, I would not concur in it becauſe it is impotent and ineffectual 
for the 2 it profeſſes. | 

I do hope that the adminiſtration of juſtice will ever be an 
object of the attention of the Houſe ; but I truſt that the law 
will never depend upon a reſolution of the Houſe of Commons: 
To the Judges it is committed to declare the common law, and 
to conſtrue and expound acts of Parliament; 1 do not know that 
they are to conſtrue the reſolutions of either Heuſe af Parlia- 
ment; miſerable, indeed, would the ſituation of the ſubje be 
if the law depended upon the opinion of the fluctuating majority 
of either Houſe. Suppoſe the Lords were to-morrow to come 
to a contrary reſolution, what are the Judges to do? y ſe in 
the next ſeſſion the majority of this Houſe ſhould reſcind the 
reſolution, if we ſhould this night agree ; whatever reſolutions 
either Houſe may adopt, the Judges will do their duty, and on 
their oaths declare that to be the 1 5 which they believe to be 
ſo; for I truſt that this country will never be curſt with a judge 
who in defiance to the authority of a reſolution of this Houle 
would violate that ſolemn condition on which he undertook the 
duty, to declare the law on his oath. 

Timidity in a Judge is another name for corruption. The re- 
ſolution therefore, even if acceded to, would not remove the 
erievance, for the court in a ſimilar caſe, muſt act in a ſimilar 
manner. ä 

The law 1 to be moved for by my Right Hon. Friend. 
will I truſt fatisfy the public, that the preſent government has 
no wiſh to reftrain the Vere, of the preſs. They are not afraid 
of every repreſentation of their meaſures. If the wiſdom of the 
Houſe ſhall think proper to adopt bis propoſition, the unfounded 
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zlarms for the liberty of the ſubject will die away: but in fram- 
ing that law, let us protect thoſe who cannot protect them- 
ſelyes reſcue and protect them from ſcandal and defamation 
gorge and ſatiate the libeller, if you think fit, with the charac- 
ters of men but as you are men, protect your women. 


The SoLIcIToR GENERAL. — ir, the debate has not hitherto 
engaged the attention of this aſſembly, and from the ſituation in 
which I have for ſome time obſerved many of the members of it, 
this may be well called a ſleepy, if not a ſleeping ſubject. The 
Hon. Are who ſpoke laſt, has indeed endeavoured to rouſe 
himſelf and others from their ſlumbers, and by his midnight rav- 
inzs has awoke a great many in the Houſe, who were otherwiſe 
moſt comfortabl N repoſing. I oblerve, however, that there are 
ſtill many moſt happily taking their reſt, and I hope that, with- 
out diſturbing them, or putting others aſleep, we ſhall be able 
to lay this ſubjeQ at reſt for ever. | 

The learned Member has certainly very much miſconceived or 
mitiated the arguments of my right hon. friend (the Aworney 
General) in ſo much, that I mutt ſuppoſe he was not perfectly 
awake when they were utterred, or that in the 3 of his 
own arguments, he was himſelf moſt abſolutely dreaming. 

The authorities from the books have been accurately ſtated, 
and there is no member that can doubt, but under this law of 
the land, and by the practice of the courts in this kingdom, it 
is competent to them to hold to {pecial bail in an action for ſlan- 
der, under the circumſtances ſtated ; and in truth, were it not 
o, I believe there is no man of underſtanding that would not 
feel that there was a miſerable defect in the law, and that it 
ought to be rendered efficacious for the purpoſe. The haw muſt 
be ſuppoſed adequate to protect the rights of perſonal ſecurity, 
and to afford redreſs for the injuries that are offered to it, whe- 
ther they may affe the life, limb, health, or reputation of the 
parties; and notwithſtanding that the law writers may have 
| claſſed reputation as the laſf in the order, yet I truſt there is no 
man of this aſſembly that does not feel that with reſpe& to it, 
health, limb, or life, (to a gentleman and man of honour) but 
are of ſecondary conſideration. 

Let it not be ſaid then, that a redre's for an injury offered to 
reputation is contemptible, as it has been called: It is an injury 
that may ſoon amount to the deprivation of that without which 
no man ought to wiſh to live; and although there was a period 
in the Britiſh law, when actions ſor ſuch injuries were little 
countenanced or known, aud wheu arreſting the body of the de- 
fendant to hold anſwerable for any perſonal injury in a civil ac- | 
tion, was not eſtabliſhed; yet, whatever may be the enthuſiaſtic 
zeal in favour of Britiſh liberty, the eſtabliſhing and extendipg 

he right of action for defamation, and holding the party who 1; 
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the object of it, within the reach of juſtice, are amongſt the 
higheit improvements of matured wiſdom in the Britiſh laws, 
calculated and meliorated as it is for the protection of juſt rights, 
and for the advantage of civil ſociety. I lament, Sir, if there 
could be found in this aſſembly, any man of authority to ſay, 
that the redreſs of injuries to good fame, was in any degree of 
contemptible conſideration ; if 1 could believe that any mau was 
{o inditferent to his good fame, I ſihould fear that he was indit- 
ferent to virtue herſelf, and that the contempts fame contemni 
'wirtutem, would be moſt happily reconcileable ro his feelings. 
But we are not to be dragged back into ſavage and barbarous 
times, to conclude our opinions on this ſubject. It has been 
proved by authorities indiſputable, that the ſlanderer is liable, 
that the ſlanderer may be held amenable, within the reach of 
juſtice ; and that the reputations of the molt honourable men, 
and of the moſt amiable females are not at the mercy of every 
ruffian aſſailant, who might otherwiſe vaniſh when he wounds, 
and eſcape with impunity beyond the reach of the law. 

Let it not be ſfippoſed that I have been averſe to have this 
ſubject diſcuſſed; | Think that the variety of ſentiment that has 
been entertained as to the mealure of the bail, demanded the 
diſcuſſion, and the law, as propounded by the Attorney Gene- 
ral, will reconcile the public mind. I was of that opinion be- 
fore this debate - but the proceſs of it has convi nced me that the 
Gentlemen would wiſh to keep alive an unfounded aſperſion on 
the Adminiftration ; and the object of Gentlemen has been to 
Scorch the ſnake and not kill t—otherwiſe they would at once 
embrace the meaſure, by a law to pnt the freedom of the prels 
and liberty, beyond the reach of caprice or abuſe ; but that 
would deduQ one from the catalogue of thoſe ſubjects with which 
Gentlemen have calculated to amuſe Parliament from ſeſſion to 
ſeſſion. | 

I know, Sir, that there is no more conſtitutional exertion of 
parliamentary right, than examining into the conduct of the 
Judges, where there is even an apprehenſion that the law has 
been ſo expounded- by them as to endanger civil liberty. If 
there was any cauſe of apprebenſion here, all the Judges of the 
Court were equally involved ; and equal juſtice demands the 
amendment. PRs, | 

It is not for me to vindieate or cenſure the full amount of the 
deciſion ; but there is not a ſhadow to cruninate the Judges who 
pronounced it, though the Miniſter is criminated for attording 
them protection. 5 N 

Sir, it is the duty of the King's Government, and of Parlia- 
ment, to guard- the Judges of the land from wanton and unde- 
ſerved cenſure ; IO they are not only degraded, but the 


adminiflration of juſtice will be impeded. The deciſion, ſuch as 
it is, could not have flowed from any att of power in which the 
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Government could have any concern ; it was a conteſt between 
two contemptible printers, who were perfectly at liberty to fight 
it out, and were beheld with az perfect indifference as it it were 
faction and corruption that had faitened their fangs each in the ad- 
verſary, and they ſhould have been permitted to go on without 
interruption till they had ſtrangled each other in the conflict, 

One of the combatanrs, however, has been taken up as a man 
of popular favour, and he has been embrazed as the boſom friend 
and affociate of ſome Hon. Gentlemen in my view: His cafe has 
become the object of their exertions, and the Judges are to be ſa- 
crificed to his fame. Great occaſions have heretotore called upon 
the intervention of Parliament, and as to the Courts of Juſtice : 
In 1629, Sir Nicholas Hyde and his brethren were cenſured in 
Parliament for their conduR, 1n the caſe of Mr. Selden, and of 
Holles, whom they refuſed to bail: In a few years after, Lord 
Finch was impeached for threatening the Judges ro control their 
opinions in the caſe of ihip-money, and the occafion was ſuch as 
called on the Grand Inqueſt of the Nation to vindicate the law ; 
but it ſhould be remembered, that in popular aſſemblies the 
ableſt and the beſt judicial men have been made a ſacrifice to par- 
ty. The great Lord Somers became the object of perſecution ; 


and one great article of his impeachment was his judgment in 


the Banker's caſe, in which, by one of the ableſt and moſt con- 
ſtituti nal arguments that ever was pronounced, he ſupported the 
ſole reſponſibility and power of the Crown, as the guardian of 
the public treaſure. ; 

Jhe caſe of the Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, where he main- 
tained the right of action to the ſubje&, in the cauſe of Aſhby 
and Whire, 1s of equal notoriety ; and the intemperate zeal of 
the Houſe of Commons, in interfering in the matter of law, car- 
ricd them to an inordinate exceſs that was productive of the moſt 
alarming altercation with the other Houſe of Parliament. This 
ſhews how little calculated popular aſſemblies ſometimes are, to 
diſcuſs marter of law : If infected with the ſpirit of party againft 
the Judge, we ſhall ſoon be brought to believe that Judges are 
ere nature, and that the popular frenzy may be called upon to 
hunt them down, and ftrip them as you would the otters at Noot- 
ka; but as I cannot accede to ſuck proceedings, I thall ſupport 
eons as laying the foundation, for you to leave the 
chair. 

Mr. Ponſonby, after having anſwered all the arguments made 
uſe of againſt his motion, moved an amendment to the reſolution 
in theſe words, to follow the word 4000l. “ direQing the She- 
riff to take exceſſive bail from the defendant.” 

The queſtion being put on the laſt amendment a diviſion took 
ws when the numbers were, | 

oi. XI. . B b 85 
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For agreeing to the amendinent 65 
Againit it — — 125 
Majority — 2 


WepxesDay, Maxcn 23, 1791. 


The CANcEELOꝶR of The ExCHEQUER preſented a bil! 
for the regulating of inſurances on lottery tickets; he ſaid he 
had prepared this bill, in order that gentlemen who were anxious 
on the fabjc, might have an opportunity to otter whatever re- 
medy they thought fit. he had endeavoured to cure the evil by 
making the penalties rather more ſevere than heretofore ; but he 
withed to remind Gentlemen that when an entire prohibition was 
Jaid on the practice, it had not at all anſwered the end propoſed. 

The bill was then read a firſt time. 

A 3 from the Lords, with Mr. Phaire's and Lord Louth's 
private bills.— They were read a firſt time. 


— —  —  _____ = 


TuvxsDay, Marcu 24; 1791. 


Mr. Bux rox, chairman of the committee appointed to try the 
College petition, preſented the report of the committee, Which 
was, that the Hon. F. Hutchinſon was duly elected for that bo- 
rough, that he was duly returned, and that the returning officer 
acted legally and impartially at and before the election. 


The CyanceLLok OT THE ExcnEQUER moved for leave to 
bring in a bill for extending the proviſions of an act paſſed in the 
23d year of his preſent Majeſty, for eſtabliſhing a bank in this 
kingdom under the title of the Governors and Company of the 
Bank of Ireland—leave given—and the bill was afterwards pre- 
ſented and read a firſt time, | 


Mr. D. B. Dar. y moved for leave to bring in a bill for better 
regulating the elections of members to ſerve in Parliament. 

A petition of the mayor, ſheriffs, aldermen, merchants and 
traders of the city of Cork, whoſe names are thereunto fubſcrib- 
ed, was preſented to the Houſe by Mr. Longfield and read; ſet- 
ting forth, that the foreign commerce of the city of Cork is pro- 
ductive of a large annual revenue to his Majeſty, and a conſider- 
able ſource of wealth, not only to the induſtrious inhabitants but 
to the kingdom in general; that the inhabitauts long laboured 
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under difficulties ariſing froin the 1hallowneſs of the channel of 
the harbour between the Cuſtomhouſe-quay and Black Rock, 
which occaſioned great delay, expenſe and obſtructions to the 
trade of ſaid city, and tended to advance the commerce of rival 
nations; that by the aid of Parliament a wall and tracking bank 
of conſiderable length have been erected and carried on the verge 
of a part of the ſaid channel, the ſhoals have been deepened 
and partly removed, the ill effects of contrary winds have been 
guarded againſt, expenſe and delay injurjous to commerce have 
been diminithed, and traſſick is now carried on with foreign 
countries on terms more advantageous to the trade of Ireland 
than formerly ; that ſome productive and permanent fund being 
abſolutely neceſſary for the aforeſaid purpoſes, particularly the 
protection of the atorefaid wall, for, ihould that go#to decay, it 
muſt of courſe fall into the bed of the channel, and totally pre- 
vent all navigation in the city, whereby the trade and commerce 
thereof would be moſt materially injured, if not totally deſtroyed g 
the petitioners are therefore induced to ſolicit the reſtoration to 
faid city of an ancient right, out of which a ſuifi-tent fund will 
ariſe to anſwer the aforelaid as well as the other public purpoſes 
hereafter mentioned, and make it unneceſſary for them to trouble 
Parliament with any application now or in furure for national 
aid, which cannot otherwiſe be avoided ; that the right the pe- 
titioners allude to is that of the mayor and aldermen of ſaid city 
appointing the weigh-maſters thereof, and which continued with 
them until about the year 1723, when the repreſentatives in 
Parliament for ſaid city, in violation of tlie truſt repoſed in them, 
aſſented to a law depriving the mayor and aldermen of the aſore- 
ſad right of appointing weigh-maſters, without any charge of 
improper appointment by the mayor and aldermen, or miſma- 
nagement or default in the execution of the office, as much more 
fully appears by a proteſt entered on the Lords journals of the 18th 
of February 1723, made by the Right Honourable Lord Chan- 
cellor Middleton; that the law for the regulation of the weigh- 
houſes of this kingdom being now near expiring, the petitioners 
humbly beg leave to obſerve, that if the original right of ap- 
pointing weigh-maſters for ſaid eity be reſtored to the mayor and 
aldermen, it may be ſo done as that one third of the profits to 
ariſe from ſaid office ſhould go and be paid to the truſtees for im- 
proving the river and harbour of ſaid city, and for erecting and 
ſupporting two light-houſes at the entrance of {aid harbour, which 
are abſolutely neceſſary ſor the protection of ſhips coming thereto 
(the many melancholy inftances that have lately happened for 
want of them too fatally proving) one other third to the com- 
miſſioners for widening ſtreets, for opening and making new ways 
and paſſages and ereQing public buildings, and one other third 
tor the execution of the _ the petitioners therefore pray 
= 
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that the Houſe will be pleaſed to take the ſaid petition into their 
conſideration, and that on reviving the preſent law they will be 
pleaſed to reſtore to the mayor and aldermen of ſaid city the 
power of appointing the weigh-maſters thereof, for the pur- 

poſes and in manner mentionrd in their petition.— The petition 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Foxses preſented a bill for ſecuring the reſpoyſibility of 
his Majeſty's miniſter's in this kingdom. Read a firſt time. 


The CryanceLLoR of the Exchg ve preſented a bill for 
extending the juriſdiction of the eceleſiaſt ical courts. 

A petizton was preſented from the clerks of the peace of the 
county of Cork, praying an increafe of ſalary. 


Mr. PRENDEARGAST SMITH moved, that a committee of the 


whole Houſe do to-morrow take this petition into conſideration. 


Mr. GzaTTan ſaid, increaſing ſalaries on the petition of 
thoſe who are to enjoy them, was a very dangerous precedent, 
and would meet his moſt decided oppoſition. He thought time 
ſhould be given gentlemen to conſider this ſubje& mature). 
'To-motrow was too ſhort a day; he mentioned "Tueſday. It 
was then agreed that the committee do fit on Tueſday, to take 
the petition into conſideration, 


Mr. Gxavypon preſented the report of the conunittee ap- 
pointed to conſider the ſtate of the coal trade. 


Mr. GzxaTTan preſented a bill for better regulating the coal 
trade of the city of Dublin. Received, and read a firſt time. 


TheATTorneyY GENERAL moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
prevent vexatious arreſts in actions of ſlander, —Leave granted. 
He then preſented the bil}, which was read a firſt time, 


Major HonarT moved for leave to bring in a bill for eſtab- 
liſhing an infirmary in the city of Armagh.—Granted. . 


Mr. Coxxy preſented « a bill to encourage the manufacture 
of cordage,” it was read a firſt time. | 


A petition was preſented from the curriers and leather ſellers 
of the city of Dublin, acarnsT the clauſe of a bill, whereby 
the petitioners are prohibited from buying and ſelling tanned 
hides, $AVE ONLY IN SOME PUBLIC MAKKET,—Ordered to 
lie on the table. ; : - 
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Faipay, March 25, 1791. 


Mr. HonBarT preſented a bill for eſtabliſhing a muſeum and 
obſervatory in Armagh, which was read a firſt time. 


The CHanceELLoR of the ExcHtEQuER moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to continue an & ſor regulating the trade of butter, 
zallow, hides, beef and pork. 


Mr. LonG#1EtLD ſaid, he had yeſterday preſented a petition 
from the city of Cork againſt ſome proviſions of the very act now 
intended to be continued: It was the wiſh of that city to be 
heard by counſel againft the bill; and ſeveral gentlemen were 
now in town, who were deputed from that city on this ſubjeQ :— 
He therefore withed that the bill nught not be hurried through 
the houſe, but that time might be given to thoſe gentlemen to 
write to their conſtituents, and receive from them whatever in- 
ſructions were neceſſary. 


Mr. HogAxr ſaid. he apprehended that the purpoſe of his 
Right Hon. Friend was already anſwered, as the gentlemen 
depute by the city of Cork, were now in town, pat certainly 
kncw how to proceed, | 


Mr. W. Ponsonszy ſaid, he had yeſterday aſked the Right 
Hon. Gentleman who preſented the petition if he intended to 
take any ſteps in the affair this ſeſſion ? he had replied in the ne- 
native ; yet he could not help thinking it very odd, if not in- 
decent, that though the petitton had been a long time in town, it 
had not been —— till yeſterday, and that the very day alter 
this bill ſhould be introduced. n 


Mr. Lo xREL replied, that he had told the Right Hon. 
Gentleman nothing but the truth; for at the time he ſpoke, he 
knew nothing of the intention of bringing in this bill—it was 
tqually unknown both to him and the Right Hon. Gentleman. 


— 


The CHANCELLOR of the Exch g GuER ſaid he had found 
inthe courſe of his official duty, that a bill relating to the regu- 
lation of a conſiderable part of the trade of this kingdom, would 
expire this ſummer, and he thought it was incumbent on him to 
renew it, It had been ſuppoſed that there was no need of re- 
newing it now, as it was to continue to the end of the next 
ſeſſion of Parliament: but he begged leave to remind gentlemen 
tow inconvenient it might prove to depend on ſo uncertain a 
term for a ſeſſion has, and did no later than laſt ſunimer conti- 
nue for a week only; and the commerce of the country was 
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not to be injured by private pretenſions of individuals or corpo- 
rations.— Leave was given. EN | | 


The PxovosTt'moved for leave to bring in a bill for continuing 
the education bill. Leave given. —-m|— © | 
Alſo a bill to regulate the admiſſion of barriſters —Leave 
en R AE 5 ö 
Alto a bill to continue an act of the 1oth Car. II. for pious 

uſes. Leave given. MEE „„ 

He alſo moved for a committee to enquire into the operation of 
the law for eſtabliſhing a ſchool” of phyſic—ſo far as relates to 
clinical lectures.— A committee was appointed accordingly. 
Ide linen bill, and the ſtage coach bill, were read a third 
time, and paſſed. | 5 | 
Mr. Phaire's private bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 


— — —— j 


SATURDAY, Marcn 26, 1791. 


Mr. Maſon reported from the committee to whom was referrd 
the motion for a grantfof 22,000]. for making graving and floating 
docks at the propoſed termination of the Grand Canal at the 
Liffey ;—, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a ſum 
not exceeding 22,0001. be granted to the undertakers of the 
Grand Canal, for making and compleating floating docks at the 
termination of the Grand Canal at No river Liffey.” | 
The report was agreed to. = 56 


The CnaxcrLrox or Thr ExcHeQUER moved for leave 
to bring ina bill to amend an act to prevent the practiſe of ſedu- 
cing artificers and manufacturers of this kingdom, and of export. 
ing the ſeveral tools and utenſils made uſe of in preparing and 
working up the manufactures thereof, into parts beyond the ſeas. 
Leave given. He then preſented a bill, which was read a 


firſt tinie. 


Sir Henzy Cavenpisn moved, for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend an act for rendering ſecurities by mortgage more effec- 
tual, —Leave given. hes oo Os EM 


Dr. Duicexax moved for leave to boo in a bill to amend an 
act for rendering more eſſectual the ſeveral laws for the better 
enabling the clergy having cure of ſouls to reſide on their benefi- 
ces, and to build on their reſpeQive glebe lands, and to prevent 
delapidations, and for the encouragement of Proteſtant ſchools 
within this kingdom of Ireland, —Leave given. | 


The SECRETARY OF STATE preſented a bill to amerd an af; 
| : | 
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for the maintenance and execution of pious purpoſes ;—alſo the 
education bill ;—and alſo a biil ro amend an act to regalate the 
admiſſion of barriiters at law ;—-wh:ch were read a firtt time, 
The order of the day for the Hoa! to go into a cohmit ee on 
the bill to regulate the inſurance of lottery tickets being read. 


The CHAN CELLOR OF THE ExcHetqQUER obſcrved, that 
ſome gentleman had, at an early period of the icilion, ſtated the 
great evils that ariſe from the inſurance of lottery tickets: he 
withed to know if gertlemen had any regulations to propoſe be- 
fore the Houle went into committee on the bill. 


Sir W. G. Newcomer {tared tre very great evils that ariſe 
from the infurance oi lottery tickets being allowed, and that an 
inſtance occurred of a merchant in this city, in very great credit, 
being reduced to dutrels by iniwing, and of two ſuicides having 
been committed in conſequence 9: in uring. He itated that the 
public, bv inſuring, ſuffer a loſs of 25 per cent, He ſaid he had 
hve clauſes which he intended to propoſe to ftand part of the bill, 
namelv, no perſon to inſure bur the actual holder of the ticket, 
and not for leſs than 10l. Perſons taking out licence for the ſale 
of tickets to pay 500. Perſons taking out licence for inſurance 
to pay 250.—and every perſon applying for a licence to lodge 
. 2000]. in caſh or government ſecurities, in the national bank, and 
the penalty to be 100]. to be recovered in a ſummary manner be- 
fore a magiſtrate, and the licence to be withdrawn by the com- 
miſſioners. He ſaid that by this regulation the revenue would 
be benefited 3800]. ſuppoſing that as many offices would be 
licenced this year as there were the lait, which amounted to 
twenty-ſix. He made no motion for the preſent, and on a ſhort 
converſation between him and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


it was agreed to poſtpone going into committee on the bill till 
Monday. b | 


Mr. Brooke preſented a bill for the diviſion of certain ba- 


ronies of great extent in the counties of Donegal and Meath ; 
which was read a firſt tinte. 


Mr. Foxzes moved the order of the day That the bill for 
an a reſponſilility in the ſervants of the crown in the dif- 


erent departments of the executive government, to the parliament 


thereof, be read a jecond time.” 


The Crancer.Lok of the ExcutqQuer. This bill, ſo far as 
it relates to the iſſuing of public money, correſponds with the 
bill which was rejected laſt ſeſſion ; but in other points it goes 
much further—farther than pes, the Hon. Gentleman ever 
intended, (yet the bill ſpeaks openly) it goes ro limit and totally 
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to change the exerciſe of the executive authority; it goes to 
alterthe mode of appointing the otficers of the crown, and tends 
to deſtroy the rights of the monarch, which rights are as much a 
part of the conttitution as the rights of either houſe of parlia- 
Jiament ; it goes to veſt in two officers named in the bill, and in 
three whoſe names we are yet to learn, a power to control the 
crown in iſſuing money, for without the conſent of thoſe five 
perſons expreſſed by their fignatures, the crown cannot iſſue a 
guinea let the exigencies of the country demand it never fo 
much and the pretence for this innovation is, that thole officers 
ſhall be reſponſible as the commiſſioners of the treaſury in Eng- 
land, when the truth is, that the treaſury in England acts in 
perſect obedience to his Majeſty's order, as the officers who have 
the charge of the public money do here, and both are <qually 
. to the parliament of their different kingdoms. 

At this moment the ancient commiſiioners of accounts, that is, 
the Lord High Chancellor, the Barons of the Exchequer, and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, are reſponſible, and if fo, the 
bill does nothing more than transfer reſponſibility from thoſe 
in whom it at preſent lies, to other gentlemen, perhaps, of 
greater character and conſequence, but undoubtedly of lelvs ex- 
perience—and therefore I do not think it would mend the buſineſs 
of government, for certainly tran-ferring the reſponſibility from 
thoſe with whom it at preſent lies, to new hands, creates no new 
reſponſibly N 
ut tho' the pretence of the bill is ta regulate the iſſuing of 

money, patronage and power are the objects. By the law of 
the land, the board of revenue have the appointinent of all re- 
venue officers, the crown having a negative upon their appoint- 
ment, the exerciſe of which negative places the power virtually 
and actually in the crown; but by this bill the crown is to have a 
divided negative, and it is not hard to ſee that the patronage will 
depart from the crown, and ſtrengthen itſelf in bonnds from which 
it will never return. | 1 5 

The officers who are the objects of this bill are all to hold at 
e e of the crown, all except one, who certainly is a 
perſon of great worth and honour, he is to hold independent of 
the crown ; but if you lay it down as a principle that any officer 
how worthy ſoever may hold his office independent of the crown 
an office which is to control the exerciſe of royal power ; you 

lace that office above the monarch, and what you this year + 
imit to one you may next year extend to the two, and ſo on till 
the whole authority of the ſovereign is parcelled out pong 2 
baard of petty kings, having real ſovereignty and nominal re- 


ſponſibilicy. Sir, in my mind this is a momentous queſtion—it 
tends eſſentially to change the exerciſe of the royal authority—it 
takes away the patronage of the crown and conters Royal conſe- 
quence upon individual gentlemen ; and therefore, I hope, unleſs 
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it ſhall be ſhewn that the crown has abuſed its power to ſuch an 


extent that it no longer be truſted, this meaſure will not be 


adopted. 

Sir, whenever any injury is done to the country—whenever 
the royal authority is abuled, it is our duty to ſeek redreſs ; and 
in ſeeking redreſs we ſhould confine ourſelves to the injury alone; 
but here, no injury is to be pretended, the utmoſt that is ſug- 


geſted is an improvement in iſſuing public money.—Why then 


deſtroy the whole of the ancient ſyttem ? Why wreſt the power 


and patronage from the hands of the crown? Why alter the 


eſtabliſhed form of the ſtate? Does any man envy the rage of ex- 
periment which has involved ſo great a part of Europe in miſery ? 
Aud if not, why ſhould this country, going rapidly forward to 
proſperity, enjoying her rights and liberties, proſpering in com- 
merce, and increaſing in wealth, riſque the poſſeſſion of peace, 


wealth, and happineſs to indulge the crude ſchemes of ſpecula- 
tive innovators ? | 


Six H. Cavennisn ſaid, he would not have been tempted to 
read further than the firſt five lines of the bill, were it not for 
the reſpe& to the Hon. Member who introduced it. The grounds 
on which, however, he ſhould object to the bill, were two 
points left out in the preamble ;—one implied a charge of mal- 
adminiftration, and the other propoſed a remedy. Ihe charge 
was, that there was no official reſponſibility in the adminiſtration, 


or officers of the crown in this country, to the authority of Par- 


lament. He was aſtoniſhed at ſuch a doctrine coming from an 
Hon. Gentleman, who ſo well knew the uſage, the rules, and 
the dignity of that Houſe ; and he contended, that there was no 


officer of the crown from the higheſt to the loweſt, who was not 


reſponſible for his official conduct to the Houſe of Commons; 
and he appealed to the judgment of any man converſant with the 
debates, or the rule of parliament, whether the Houſe of Com- 
mons were not fully warranted to call to account, and to impeach 
any miniſter for breach of his public truſt. | | 
The preſent meaſure, however, was beginning at the wrong 
end ; for if the adminiſtrators of public affairs were culpable, 
and if the public truſt was betrayed, why not firſt go into the 
neceſſary proofs ? In the preſent inſtance, no charge was ſtated, 
there had indeed been ſeveral editions for years paſt, of ſuch bills 
without additions of ſimilar meaſures unſupported by proofs. 

henever any officer of government was diſcovered in default, it 
was the duty of the member who diſcovered it to inſtitute an 
enquiry, and he would always find the Houſe of Commons ſuf- 
ficiently juſt, honeſt, and powerful to redreſs the evil. 


Mr. Foxses ſaid, that whoever would wiſh to eſtabliſh in 
this country the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution and the 
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dignity of parliament would vote for this bill. It was founded 
on a broad principle; in a country where the command of the 
the army, the execution of the law, the beſtowing of offices, the 
power of making peace and war, are all vetted in one man, the 
monarch ; if the miniſters of that monarch be not reſponſible 
for his conduct, that government is deſpotic in reſpect to the 
ifſuing of money. He ſaid, that at common law, and by the 
fiatu'e of Wiilam, no money could be iſſued from the treaſury 
but by virtue of the king's letter or privy ſeal, and counterſigned 
by the Loid High Treajurer or Commiſſioners of the 

e here cited the opinion, which he did very fully, of Lord 
Somers in the caſe oi the bankers, in reſpect to the practice of 
ifluing the public money, and he quoted other authorities to 
prove that the diſcretion of the Lord High Treaſurer was ne- 
ceſſary in · counterſigning orders on the treaſury, and that he was 
reſponſible for any improper conduct in that part of the diſcharge 
of his duty. He inftanced the caſe of the Duke of Suffolk in 
the reign of Henry the Sixth, who was impeached though he 
had the kings warrant ; and Lord Oxford was jr Wan = becauſe 
he counterſigned her majeſty's ſign manual, when he was Lord 
High Lreaſurer. Having eſtabliſhed his poſition in reſpect to 
the practice of iſſuing the public money, he next adverted to the 
grants of lands, houſes, or offices; he obſerved that in this 
ny we have a Lord High Treaſurer, but he is an abſentee— 
he is therefore an inefficient officer; we have alſo a clerk of the 
pells, but he is likewiſe an abſentce, and conſequently an in- 
efficient officer; as to our vice-treaſurers they are only the re- 
ceivers of cuſtoms and exciſe, He denied that the object of the 
bill went to eſtabliſh any innovation. He aſked was the Lord 
Lieutenant reſponſible ? It was eaſy for him to evade reſponſi- 
bility, for the moment he was on the other ſide the water, he was 
out of your reach, and he defied your power, therefore he was 
not reſponſible. He aſked if the Lord Lieutenant's ſecretary was 
reſponſible? He ſaid he was not, for he was not known to the 
conſtitution, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer diſclaimed all 
reſponſibility ; he therefore contended, that in this country there 
is no reſponſibility in the ſervants of the crown. He ſaid we are 
free, but we are only metaphyſically and abſtractedly free, and 
till you ſecure the reſponſibility of the ſervants of the crown to 
the juriſdiction of this Houſe, your right of impeachment is a 
cypher. He here referred to the period when 190,000]. was 
granted in taxes for the purpoſe of equalizing the revenue to the 
| expences of the country; where was then the reſponſibility of 
miniſters? He referred to the period when 14,000]. was granted 
in new places; where was then the reſponſibility of miniſters? 
He referred to the language held out in the laſt parliament, that 
it might coſt this country alf a million in order to bear down an 
ariſtocracy. He aſked if there had been any reſponſibility in the 
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miniſters of the crown, would ſuch a ſuggeſſ ion be made ule of? 
He here vindicated the conduct of theie gentlemen with whom 
he had the honour of being connected, and the meaſures which 
they are pledged to ſupport, and he concluded with calling on 
every gentleman in the Houle who regards the principles of the 
Britiſh conſt itution and the dignity of Parliament, to {ſupport 
the bill which he had the hononr to introduce. e 


24 
FF ”_ 


Mr. Dez nis BRowns. The bill has many fine ſounding ideas; 
but I ſhould imagine it would be © better to bear thole ills we have, 
than to fly to others that we know net of; it goes not to amend, | 
but abſolutely to alter the conflitutwn ; it takes the ſceptre from 
the hand of the King, rd crumbles it among five commilliozers. 
We are not to judge from the ound of words, but from the na- 
ture of things, what would be the purport and effect of this bill 
to change the government Hom its preſent ſorm and courſe, and 
veſt it in an ariſtocracy ; and as a transfer of the government is 
propoſed, as we are accuſed daily of oppoſing good meaſures, and 
{ſupporting bad meaſures, it become us to examine a little into the 
conduct of the reformers. CPE ED 

[ will not charge any member with either oppoſing or ſupport- 
ing certain meaſures, ſuch can be only productive of aſſertion and 
denial ; to vindicate ourſelves, to thew them that their attacks are 
on the government, not on bad meaſures ; that we are not op- 
poſing thoſe but ſupporting the other. But, Sir, for this purpoſe 
| will afferr what cannot be denied, that during the adminittration 
of my Lord Northington, and the Duke of Portland, whole go- 
vernments and meaſures were carried on by thoſe gentlemen, 
that we heard nothing of a penſion bill, a reſponſibility bill, a bill 
for excluding placemen and penſioners from fitting in parliament. 
A bill was introduced during the Duke cf Portland's adminiſtra- 
tion by an Hon. Member over the way, for preventing revenue 
officers from voting in parliament ; it paſſed through this houſe, 
and was loſt in the other, where common fame ſays government 
has a much more decided influence than in this. In Lord North- 
ington's time we never heard of this bill. Expaund, explain 
thoſe matters to the people, vindicate your conſiſtency, or ceaſe 
to hold yourſelves out to the people as miracles of public purity ; 
and us, to our aftoniſhment, as monſters of public corruprion. 
It has been aſlerted, in vindication of oppoſition, that there has 
been no reſiſtance to public meaſures: It this be the caſe, there 
have been no bad meaſures—what then is the gavernment accuſed 
of? They defy you to ſhew that they have violated the laws; 
that they have oppreſſed the people; that. they have waſted the 
public treaſure ; they defy you to diſprove that the county, un- 
der their government, 1s not improving in its agriculture and 
manufactures; that the people are become peaceabie and happy, 


and that public credit is high: If theſe facts be not diſproved, 
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they muſt be admitted, and if they are, what is complained of ? 
The meaſure of a place and penſion bill muſt appear to thoſe that 
do not examine ſuch, as good public meaſures tor this country; 
but if it be true that two-thirds of your repreſentatives are abſo- 
Jutely venal, and that thoſe meaſures if adopted would be pro- 
ductive of anarchy, confuſion, a ſubverſion of all order and go- 
vernment—corret the ſource of the evil—reform your parlla- 
ment; thoſe powers that operate as a counter-poiſon in the ſſate, 
will be no longer neceſlary ; taking them away will be reform, 
and then you will have the people with you. What would be a 
xeſponſibility bill ? Why, it would be either the eſtabliſhment of 
an ariſtocratic government, or it would be nothing: If any 
man of weight or influence undertakes for it, it will be on the 
eandition of the powers and patronage of the crown being abſo- 
Jately transferred to him thereby changing the conſtitution : if it 
— 2 in the hands of an Engliſh Lord Lie utenant, before whom 
will you impeach him if he does wrong ? before the Engliſh 
courts of judicature, perhaps, for partiality to England in com- 
mercial arrangemeuts. How is a bill to disfranchiſe revenue 
aſficers to ate thus? To disfranchiſe a number of perſons from 
the right of voting at elections, where the number of eleQors are 
S proportionable to the numbers of the people, as to leave only 
the ſemblance of a mixed government, and that without 'a proof 
Deing offered to you, that their influence bas operated injudi- 
ciaully. Sir, theſe are facts, unſupported as they are by any 
thing but their truth; I will call on the ableſt man among you 
20 controvert them; and though I know his ability 1s equal to 
every thing er in reaſon, 1 defy him to diſprove them. 

I oppoſe this bill as a part of a bad ſyſtem that I generally dif- 
approve of, and as the worſt meaſure in itſelf of that ſyſtem that 
Ever was brought forward. | | 


Mr. Coox k ſaid, he was rather ſurpriſed that the Hon. Gen- 
tleman ſhould have endeavoured to ſupport the principle of this 
nieaſure, by citing paſſages from Lord Somer's famous argument in 
the Banker's caſe ; n argument which went upon a principle di- 
rectly contrary to the principle of this bill, and to maintain the 
independency of the Crown in the iſſues of public treaſure ; and 
he wondered the Hon. Gentleman had been ſtruck by the termi- 
nation of that argument, which, to the beſt of his recollection. 
was conceived in the following words: To ſay that the King is 
* not to have the ordering the courle of the public payments 
© when the money is in his own coffers, is to deny him thar, 
* which is in every ſubject's power. It is to take from him the 
= Judgment of public neceſſities, or at leaſt the means of relieving 
* them.” : 
With regard to what the Hon. Gentleman had quoted from 
Chief Juſtice Treby's argument, the poſition was certainly true 
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and he fully admitted that offigers concerned in the management 
ot the Treaſury were fully reſponſible; and if Parliament thould 
at any time condemn any iſſuèe of public money, they might be 
brought to account; and it was upon this principle that the ſeve- 
ral impeachments to which the Hon. Gentleman had alluded 

were founded. It is an undoubted maxim of the conſtitution, that, 
the Crown was Independant in the origination of all matters con- 
cerning the iſſue of public money; and all the officers of the re- 
ceipt of the Exchequer, were not controuling but miniſterial of- 
ficers. If, however, any expence was complained of as unwar- 
rantable, it was in the power of Parliament to addreſs the Crown, 
to give up the names of its adviſcrs, and to bring thein to pu- 
niſhment. No man doubted at all of the reſponſibility of every 
officer, civil and military, from the higheſt to the loweſt rank, for 


every part of his conduct in his official capacity, to the Parliament 


and the nation. The Lord Lieutenant and his Chief Secretary 
were not excluded from this reſponſibility, netther during the pe- 
riod nor aſter the expiration of their government. If any Lord 
Lieutenant or Chief Secretary, ſhould at any time be guilty of 
treachery to the Crown, or oppreſſion to the people, it was in the 
power of Parliament to punith them. If the Crown reſuſe upon 
the addreſs of Parliament, to deliver them up to juſtice, they had 
2 power over the ſupplies and over the army, to coerce the Crown. 
If, by the means of theſe conſtitutional engines of power, they 
had been enabled to liberate their commerce from the doninion of 
Great Britain, could they not by the ſame means, oblige the 
Crown to deliver up to juttice a guilty Miniſter ? For the exiſtence 
of this reſponſibility, — would venture to appeal to the conduct 
of oppoſition in the laſt Parliament, when they moved addrefles to 
the Crown reſpecting the additional Commiſſioners of Revenue, 
and the diviſion of the Boards of Stamps and Accounts. Whar, 
Sir, was the termination of thoſe addreſſes? Did they merely aſk 
redreſs of the grievance ? No, Sir, they concluded with a requi- 
tion to the Crown, to deliver up the names of thoſe men wine 
adviſed the meaſures they complained of. Was this, Sir, a mere 


idle act of parliamentary mummery ? Or, did gentlemen think, 


that if they could perſuade Parliament to agree to their addreſſes, 
they could force the Crown to deliver up its adviſers, and would 
bring them to puniſhment ? 

» Fle faid, as the Hon. Gentleman who had introduced the bill 
had diſclaimed all views, whatſoever of power, and all principles 
of party, it became him to pay the utmoſt regard for ſuch proteſ- 
tations ,as he really and ſincerely entertained the higheſt reſpect for 
his character, and believed the purity of his intentions. The Hon. 
Gentleman had alſo anſwered for the intention of thoſe who were 
connected with him in the meaſure, it became him therefore not 
to impure what was diſavowed: If, however, there were any de- 
ſign whatſoever in thoſe who ſupported the bill, to eſtabliſh them- 


— 
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felves tn abſolute and excluſive power, he thought that the preſent 
meaiure was the moſt effectual that could poittbly be deviſed for 
* tuch a purpole. | 

Six, ſaid Mr. Cooke, I can never think that this bill is merely 
brought in as a bill of regulation, for look, Sir, what is the nature 
of the bill ?—lr creates five Commiſſioners for the excluſive diree- 
tion of the whole executive government.— The grant of every of- 
fice, civil or military, is ſubject to their approbation; the order- 
ing of every payment for every cauſe, ſervice, or purpoſe what- 
foever muſt be counter- ſigned by them; every office is to make 
them weekly abſtracts and returns, and to give them an account of 
their proceedings. In the laſt Parliament, when a ſimilar meaſure 
was brought in, it only extended to the officers on the eſtabliſh- 
ment, and the iſſues of money from the 'I reatury, the framers of 
it have now found out that they had omitted the patronage and 
management of the revenue; this defect is ſupplied in the preſent 
bill, and the five Commiſſioners are to have the controul of all re- 
venue proceedings, and the nomination to all revenue offices, 
penſions, and gratuities. 'Thus, Sir, the whole executive go- 
vernment is taken from the hands of the King and the Chief Go- 
vernor, and veſted in five Commitlioners \ 

The defence for this violent innovation is, that theſe five Com- 
miſſioners are to hold their offices during plealure ; and that it is 
ridiculous to ſay that the Crown can be made dependant upon 
men whom it can diſmiſs in a moment. This defence is merely 
plauſible, for if you conſider a moment the nature of thoſe Com- 
miſſioners, they will never be choſen or removeable by the Crown 
atall. By this bill, Sir, they are made the real executive and 
fole reſponſible Miniſters for every department of Government: 
They are formed to exclude the interference of the Crown; they 
are made therefore its rivals and competitors, their intereſts, and 
the intereſts of the Crown, are 5 and hoſtile to each other. 
The Crown growing jealous of their authority and encroachment, 
will naturally wiſh toemancipate itſelf, it will endeavour to urge 
the Commiſſioners to ruinous meaſures, and will be ready to ſacri- 
fice them to the reſentments of the people. Theſe Commiſſioners, 
therefore, knowing the Crown to be their natural enemy, will 
not depend upon it for their election into office; they will be 
choſen by a party who can command a majority in the twa Houſes, 
and can defy the Crown. Look then, Sir, for a moment to the 
ſtate of the repreſentation of Ireland, and the power of certain 
leading families in the country, and you will ſee that theſe five 
' Commiſſioners will not be elected by the Sovereign but by the 
Ariſtocracy. It is neceſſary for this purpoſe to couple with the 
preſent meaſure, the Place Bill and the Penſion Bill, to regard 
them as the plan of a party, as a ſyſtem of excluſive power. 
Iwill therefore ſuppoſe for a moment a couſtitution entirely 
analagous, and ſimilar to the conſtitution of Ireland, with a ſimi- 


! 
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lar body of repreſentatives ; I will imagine that in ſuch a conſti- 
tution the majority of repreſentatives were named by a few per- 
ſons ; that one leader would boaſt of his twenty retainers, another 
of ſixteen, another of twelve, another of eight, and ſa forth; 
and that their leaders were planning a confederacy together for the 
purpoſe of excluſive and permanent domininion. The firſt thing 
they would aim at would be ſubſtantial Power—the fecond Po- 
_ pularity : they would deceive the People in order to rob the 
Crown with impunity; they would therefore affect a complete 
purification of the repreſentative body, and they would bring in 
a meature apparently to deftroy, but really to tetain all influence in 
Parliament. What then would be the operation of a Place Bill 
and a Penſion Bill! An ariſtocratic leader gives to his retainer a 
penſion, his ſeat is vacated, the Parliament is purified - but who 
juccceds him? The brother, the friend, the relation of the, 
penſioner, is returned in his room by the Ariſtocratic Leader, 
and he flipulates to ſerve for nothing. I he ſame is the cafe of 
the placemen. I hus the parliamentary army of the Ariſtocracy 
would become a militia of ſubſtirutes—no penſioner, and few 
placemen would fit in Parliament, but the repreſentatives would 
become the repreſentatives of Placemen, and the repreſentatives 
of Penſioners. Influence in Parliament would be apparently de- 
ſtroyed, but really increaſed : It would become more dangerous 
as more concealed ; it would operate unſeen, unobſerved, and 
unſuſpected : the poiſon would loſe its antidote—its unpopularity. 
Gentlemen will eaſily apply this reaſoning to our preſent fitua- 
tion; and if the meaſures of a Place Bill, and Penfion Blll, would 
curtail the power of an Adminiſtration deriving from the King, 
they would make an Adminiſtration deriving from the Ariſtocra- 
ey all powerful; if ro thoſe meaſures they could add the preſent, 
and ſelze oa the whole patronage of Government, the Crown would 
be completely extinguithed and annihilated. 8 
There is another circumſtance of the greateſt importance con- 
nected with the preſent bill: it ſeems dir, to have for one of its 
main objects, the eſtabliſhment of a ſeparate, excluſiye, inde- 
pendent cabinet in this kingdom, entirely diſtinct from the cabinet 
of Great Britain. I know, Sir, that much objection is made by 
ſome gentlemen to the manner in which the Iriſh cabinet is con- 
fituted, and that it is to a degree unpleaſant and diſagreeable to 
the feelings of particular men: but, Sir, whatever may be the 
objeCtions attending it, they are, I fear, neceſſary to the circum- 
ſtances of an empire, and incidental to our ſituation, when the 
monarch refides in another kingdom. In an empire like the Bri- 
tith empire, there muſt be one executive power, one originating, 
preſiding, direQing, and pervading will, which can conſider 
every part as forming together an united whole, connected for 
common intereſts. If there were two diſtin& executive powers, 
there would be no empire at all; the kingly union would be no- 
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nominal, and nominal for a time only. The two countries would 
ſeparate into independent ſtates, and would be merely connected 
by the principles of federate alliance: I am therefore afraid, ther 
this ſyſtem, if carried into effect, might ultimately tend to diſ- 
connect the empire. There is, further, another great conſidera- 
tion belonging to the preſent meaſure: It is to be provided in al] 
free ſtates which are ſubject to change and to popular influence, 
that the tranſition of power from one ſet of men to another, 
ſhould be attended with no difficulty, danger or convulſion. This 
is one of the perfections of the Britiſh and Iriſh conſtitution, 
which it is the tendency of the preſent bill effectually to deſtroy. 
Were any ſet of men to come into power on the foundation of 
the place bill, the penſion bill, and the reſponſibility bill, they 
would be enabled to fix themſelves ſo firmly in a few years, that 
they would be removable only by a revolution. Let it be recol- 
leQted, that the appeal to the people in Ireland, by a diſſolution 
of parliament, 1s not great. In E 8 

vour to enſlave the monarch, he might diſſolve the parliament, 
and by an appeal to the nation emancipate himſelf: the caſe is 
not ſimilar here. When the ariſtocracy had formerly uſurped 
the power of the crown, the ſovereign made, indeed an appeal to 
the people, and he emancipated himſclt by the octennial bill: 
Were the preſent meaſures to be paſſed, and the crown to be 
enſlaved again, it would be neceſſary to recur to a more * 
ous remedy—the complete reformation and the entire recaſting 
of the repreſentative body. And as the circumſtances of this 
country are peculiarly delicate, it is impoſſible for the wiſeſt man 
to foreſee the miſchiefs which might be produced from ſuch a 
revolution. Beſides, Sir, if at any time the monarch ſhould wiſh 
to change his miniſters in England, and could not at the ſame 
time change his miniſters here, the convulſions which muſt enſue 
from ſuch a ſituation are more difficult to deſcribe, than conceive. 
Thoſe are the miſchiefs which ſeem to me to attend the preſent 
ſyſtem; and as the gentlemen who bring them forward, have 
completely diſavowed any intentions of aiming at the power it 
would confer, I truſt they will never again bring it forward, as 
they could never anſwer for the conſequences it would produce. 


Mr. G..Ponsonsy aſſured the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke 


laſt, that the hope he had expreſſed of gentlemen on this fide the 
houſe, declining bringing forward theſe meaſures which they had 
done for theſe ſome 2 paſt, was a loſt hope, for he aſſured 
the Hon. Gentleman, that nothing but the hand of death or ſuc- 
ceſs, ſhall ever induce rhem to give up thoſe purſuits. He was 
not at all ſurpriſed at the ap a Ah" entertained by the Hon, 
Gentleman, * an employment as he does; he muſt be na- 
turally anxious reſpecting the ſervants of the crown being made 
reſponſible for their conduct. He ſaid that the firſt principle of 


ngland, ſhould a party endea- 
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the Britiſh conſtitution in reſpect to the crown is, that the King 
can do no wrong, and in his own perſon is not reſponſible, and 
the neceſſary conſequences of that principle 1s, thar all the mi- 
niſters of the crown in executive power are reſponſible. The 
power of the crown is executive; the power of parliament is to 
controul the agents of the crown, and this 1s what gives, in a 
land of liberty, efficacy to the tranquillity of the ſtate. The ob- 
je& of the bill introduced by his Hon. Friend is, to eſtabliſh in 
Ireland the ſame principle as in Great Britain, it is to enable this 
Houſe to give effect to its inquiſitorial juriſdiction, and to bring a 
delinquent by impeachment to the bar of the Houſe of Lords.— 
He aſked, how could you impeach a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland? 
The moment he lands at Holyhead he is out of your reach, and 
in that caſe you poſſeſs an uſeleſs and impracticable power. The 
ſecretary of the 3 Lieutenant ſtands in the ſame ſituation; he 
generally comes here without property or connexion, and he re- 
turns to England with the Lord Lieutenant. So that the Lord 
Lieutenant or his ſectetary are not the objects of impeachment. 
In reſpect to what had fallen from the Right Hon. the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, whoſe private character we all love, that the 
bill was a bad one, he knew the Right Hon. Gentleman too well, 
not to know, that if they were to talk the matter over together, 
he would agree with him, that it is a moſt excellent bill. He 
aſked, could there poſſibly be a ſtronger argument for the neceſſity 
of a bill of this kind, than that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
knows nothing of the expenditure of the public money ? In n 
to what had fallen ſrom an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Cooke) reſpect- 
ing Lord Somers's arguments in the caſe of the bankers, he cited 
the caſe at full, as ſtated by Lord Somers, which went to ſhew, 
that the Lord Fligh "Treaſurer was reſponſible, aud that the law 
and conſtitution veſted the reſponſibility in the executive officer, 
ſubject to the controul of parliament. By the preſent bill the five 
commiſſioners were to hold their employment during the pleaſure 
of the crown, and the crown has a power to diſmiſs them; ſo 
that, by the bill, there is an effectual controul veſted in the 
crown. An Hon. Member (Mr. D. Browne) has been pleaſed to 
mention the word,- ariſtocracy.—Ariſtocracy is a hard word. — 
Perhaps, it means a dealing with the devil? That word has 
been getting thread-bare this ſome time ;—and he would recom- 
mend it to the Hon. Gentleman to lay it by, and get fome other. 
He aſked, were gentlemen of extenſive connemons, and large 
property in the country, to be conſidered criminal, for attacking 
the meaſures of a corrupt adminiſtration? The Hon. Gentleman 
had ſaid, that, in his conſcience, he diſapproved of the bil]; he 
had heard in a play, where it is ſaid, that if a man ſwears in 
*. raking love, he will certainly deceive; and he was inclihed to 
t conſider en Gentleman's expreſſion, as not calculated to con- 
KC c | . 
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vince, but to deceive. He aſked, what ſigniſies a place bill — 
what ſignifies a penſion bill if the crown has a power to take out 
of the treaſury ten thouſand, twenty thouſand, fifty thouſand, or 
one hundred thouſand * to diſpoſe of without the controu! 


of parliament? This bill would not eitabliſh an beterarchy, but 

x would eſtabliſh officers of the crown, known and reſponſible, 
which would deſtroy the ſyſtem of perſons in office, adviſing per- 
ſons in power in England, to purſue obnoxious meaſures in this 
country, and then — themſelves, and aſking, who ad- 
viſed it? Whilſt an adminittration exiſts, that has not the real 
welfare of the conſtitution and the country at heart, this bill will 
not pals; but whenever a government will come, who are not 
afraid to meet the light, and who will not be afraid to employ the 
country gentlemen in the ſervices of government, this bill wi!] 
Paſs. He here entered into a defence of the conduct of oppoſi- 
tion. He ſaid they did not oppoſe the ordinary buſineſs of go- 
vernment, they did not oppole the ſupplies ; but they have, 
this ſeſſion, and the laſt ſeſſion, attacked adininiſtration, for the 
creation of new offices—for an increaſe of penſions —for the ſale 
of peerages for the purpoſe of obtaming a corrupt influence in 
parliament. Having adverted to the caſe of Lord Stafford, when a 
committee was appointed by the Irith paliament, to go to Eng- 
land and prefer articles of impeachment againſt him at the bar of 
the Houſe of Lords, he aſked, would not that be a degrading 


eircumfſtance at the preſent day. He again ſtated the object ot | 


the bill, which was this, that ſince the Lord Lieutenant was 
not reſponſible, was the Lord Lieutenant's fecretary reſponſible ? 
The object was, to eſtabliſh five perſons holding employments, 
to make them reſponſible as officers of the crown, in order to 
prevent an improper uſe of the public money, for the purpoſe of 
obtaining an undue influence in parliament ;z therefore he ſhould 
give the bill introduced by his Hon, Friend, now, and on every 
occaſion, his warmeſt ſupport. ; 


The Paix SZ RIEAN T. Given as the world is to innovation, 
T did not imagine that any ſet of inen would have had the harſh- 
neſs to make ſuch an attack upon the rights of the Crown, evi- 
dently involving the ſafely of the realm; neither did I ſuppoſe 
that ſuch a dangerous attempt would have eſcaped the notice of 
any man who regards that ſafety. i 

Sir, when 1 differ with the Hon. Gentleman upon a principle 
of law, I do it with much reluctance; but I appeal to all who 
hear me—whether the Hon. Gentleman or gives the moſt prero- 
gative opinion? He, when he ſays that the Lord Lieutenant, or 
any other officer of ſtate, is not accountable to or impeachable by 


the Houſe—or I when I ſay that the Lord Lieutenant, and every 


ſeryant of the ftate is accountable and is impeachableby this Houſe 
for malyerſation of office ?—What !- will the Hen. Gentleman 
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maintain, that though a Lord Lieutenant ſhould have withdrawn 
into England if the Commons of Ireland ſhould exhibit articles of 
impeachment againſt him the Executive Power would not compel 
the delinquent to come back and take his trial ? "There cannot be 
2 doubt of it. Therefore, Sir, the reſponſibility of the Lord 
Lieutenant, and the power of this Houſe to enforce it—is com- 
plete ; and it would be fatal to the country to ſuppoſe the con- 

trary. | | 

The pretence made uſe of to juſtify this bill is, that the perſons 
to whom it confides the ſole control of the public treaſure—the 
perſon; whoſe power is to predominate over the Royal authority, 
are to be officers during pleaſure : Why, Sir, we know that even 
at the preſent day much inconvenience and great embarraſſment 
may ariſe to the Crown from diſmiſſing its great officers ; but if to 
the power which ſome perſons in this country poſſeſs from their 
great influence,- was added a control over the King's prerogative—it 
requires little penetration to ſee that it would not be very ſafe for 
the Crown to diſnuſs them, let them do what miſchief they might. 

As to the principle of the bill, I do not recollect ever to have 
read of any thing like it, except the principle of the 1 
made to Charles I: in 1642, to wit, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſhould appoint the ſervants of the crown ;” and what does 
this bill ſay ?—that the crown ſhall not be at liberty to iſſue a 
ſhilling for the ſervice or defence of the realm, unleſs by the 
authority of five perſons appointed by the houſe of commons. 

But gentlemen ſeem to forget the manner in which the public- | 
money 1s diſpoſed of; every year all the eſtabliſhments are laid 
upon your table the public accounts are examined in a comniĩt- 
tee—if this houſe think: fit it votes proviſion for them; if not, we 
refuſe. Who will ſay that this is not a controul in this houſe ? and 
if ſo, why thould we delegate it to five gentlemen to raiſe their 
conſequence and embarraſs the crown ? | 

It has been aſked in the courſe of this debate whether the: 
houſe of commons have ever exerciſed their power of controul ? 
| anſwer, often, very often ;—in 1783, and ſeveral ſubſequent 
ſeſſions, the houſe refuſed to make proviſion for an improvident 
grant, and deducted from it the credit of government, and it is 
apparent, that while the crown muſt every year come to this 
houſe for ſupplies, there can be no want of conftitutional control. 
hut it ſeems that the control which the conſtitution has veſted 
in Parliament, will not anſwer the purpoſes of gentlemen, they 
viſh to place it in other hands; parliament, which has the ſole 
authority of granting the money of the people for the ſervice and 
defence of the realm, is not to be truſted with the control of the 
expenditure, but it is to be given to five gentlemen for purpoſes. 
cot hard to foreſee, "TIM Bs 

He then adverted ta# the opinion of Lord Somers, which he 
mantained to be ftron! * the principle of iy bill, and 

0 2 . 


of 


388 PARLIAMENTARY F[Maxcn 26 


quoted theſe emphatic words, no officers of the Kine, nor ali 
of them together, can iſſue the King's ah: 9s tho for his hangue 
or profit, UNLESS BY HIS ORDER.” ut the bill before the 
Houtc ſays, that the King's order ſhall be inſufficient, unleſs his 
Majeſty can obtain leave from five commithoners, which leave 
they may refuſe, and this in direct contradiction to the opinion of 
Lord Somers, on which the ſupporters of the bill had relied, and 
which opinion is, that the King enly, by the conſtitution, has a 
175 to iſſue public money. 6 ä 

pon the whole, conſidering the bill as an attempt to put the 
crown into commiſſion, and to eſtablith five joint patentecs for 
the exerciſe ot the regality, conſidering that its principle is pre- 
eiſely that of the propoſitions made to Charles I. in 1642, conſi- 
dering it as an attempt to take away the ſuperintendance of the 
houſe of commons from over the public treaſure, and lookin 
upon it as a bill tending equally to diihonour the monarch and his 
parliament. he gave it a molt hearty negative. 


Mr. STEPHEN Mook ſaid, he would be glad to fee the bill 
printed, for tho' any member might read it in the clerk's office, 
yet, a production ſo able, fo wile, ſo honeſt, ought not to be 
confined to the inſpection of the houſe, it ought to be publithed 
to the whole world ;—{having thrown the bill into ridicule, he 
went on] — but on a rough view of the matter, there is 
Tome appearance of plauſibility in the idea of making men re- 
ſponſible, and therefore it becomes neceſſary to ſhew that there is 
at preſent a perfect reſponſibility, and that any further meaſures 
are unneceſſary, impracticable or injurious. 

Nov, notwithſtanding the imputations of folly which I know 
entlemen on the other Fog are with a modeſty peculiar to them- 
elves always ready to throw upon thoſe who preſume to differ 
with them, I do affirm, and I think it has been already clearly 
proved, that the Lord Lieutenant is reſponſiblc to the parliament 
of Ireland for his conduct; the bill is therefore unneceilary, and 
if the ſole direction of public meaſures was to be placed in the 
hands of acabinet, the Lord Lieutenant would become a cypher: 
the bill is therefore injurious for thoſe gentlemen holding their 
offices, as places of confidence, as the Lord Lieutenant holds his, 
they muſt either act in obedience or in oppoſition to the will of 
the crown; if they act in obedience they act as the Lord Liente- 
nant now does, and whatever reſponſibility would attach to them, 
now attaches to him; if they can act in . to the crown 
and independent of it, then are the rights of the crown transſerred 
to them without making them more reſponſible than the Lord 
Lieutenant now is. | 1 | 

As to what had been ſaid that a Lord Lieutenant might ſtep 
into the packet and defy the power of the Iriſh parliament, he 
thought that unworthy of an anſwer, If a Lord Lieutenant ſhould 
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act in a criminal manner, he might be ſtopped before he reached 
the packet he might be brought back by an addreſs to the ſove- 
reien; indeed, if parliament were ſerious, the means of bring- 
ing the delinquent back would be found to give them little trou- 


de. f 


Mr. GraTTan ſaid, the Hon. Gentlemen who inveigh againſt 
the bill, inveigh againit the conſtitution of England ; for the bill 
does no more than eſtabliſh in Ireland the ancient and regular 
practice of Great Britain :—every clauſe and every regulation of 
that bill is copied from Englith acts and Engliſh practice applied 
to this country; but it is the misfortune of thoſe gentlemen who 
have taken a part againſt us in this debate, that they ſhould not 
have either read the bill with care, nor conſidered the conſtitu- 
tion of England with due attention. I will tell them what they 
ſeem not to be appriſed of, that no money can iſſue out of the 
Englith treaſury by the order of his Majeſty there muſt be the 
counter ſignature of certain officers, and a variety of other checks, 
withour which, by the law of England, the iſſue cannot be made. 
There is a privy ſeal, which ſeal muſt be annexed by the keeper 
thereof; there muſt be a warrant which muſt be ſigned by the 


lords of the treaſury, and ſent to the auditor. The King cannot 


command any diſburſement without the ſignature of theſe officers ; 
that is, he cannot with his own hand, or by his own order, diſ- 
poſe of the money of his treaſury ; his orders and ſignature are 
neceſſary, but fo is the ſignature of his officers ; his officers can- 
not act without him, but he cannot act without them; he may 


dilmiſs them for their refuſal, but he muſt ſupply their place 
with others, for he cannot act by himſelf; this is the practice and 


principle of the conſtitution of Great Britain, and every argu- 
ment urged by thoſe gentlemen againſt the bill, goes with equal . 
force againſt the conſtitution of England; if requiring the ſigna- 
ture of certain Iriſh ſtationary officers in the diſburſement of Irith 
money ſubverts the regal government in Ireland, the regal go- 
vernment is already ſubverted in Great Britain, becauſe no money 


can be diſburſed without the ſignature of various officers of ſtate 


and treaſury. If ſuch a fignature required in Ireland ſubverts 
the power of the Lord Lieutenant, ſuch a ſignature long exiſtin 

in England mult have — ſubverted the power of his Majeſty, 
and the monarchy of England muſt have been long ago in ruins g 
and all can coile& from invectives of gentlemen againſt the bill 
is, that they do not know the conſtitution of England when they 
read it. Here is a bill enaQting certain practices and regulations, 
which obtain in England, aud applying them to Ireland; and 


. thoſe gentlemen from whom we hear ſo often encomiums on the 


Britiſh conſtitution, know ſo little of it, that when they read of 
its regulations in an inſtrument purporting to be an Irith bill, they 
call thoſe regulations the ſubverſion of regal government. If 
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they are ſincere in the arguments they advance, they are enemies, 
not to the liberty of Ireland, but to the conſtitution, as by law 
eſtabliſned in Great Britain; they muſt think the regulations 
which England has eſtabliſned as indiſpenſible in the exerciſe of 
the + 2) government are bad meaſures. © They ſeem to be ſo little 
appriſed of that conſtitution, that they have plainly told us, that 
if the King or Lord Lieutenant act by their officers, though diſ- 
miſſable at pleaſure, they cannot act at all.— IJ hey ſeem not to 
recollect that all warrants, or letters for money, the ſubject of 
this bill, though they muſt be ſigned by certain officers, to have 
effect, yet cannot be ſigned by thoſeꝰ officers, nor have any effec 
whatſoever unleſs previouſly ſigned by his Majeſty and the Lord 
Lieutenant. They ſeem not to recolle& that under the practice 
of Engliſh government, and under this bill which only adopts that 
2 no act of the executive can be done without will of the 
ing, and here that of the King and his Viceroy; but that will 
muſt be ſignified by otficers of ſtate whom the King or Lord 
Lieutenant may remove, or, in other words, the royal character 
cannot act without executive officers, nor the executive officers 
act without orders from the royal character on whoſe pleaſure 
their duration depends — Thus does the monarch preſerve his 
will in the ſtate, and thus does the parliament provide that there 
ſhall be perſons anſwerable to them for the legal and wholeſome 
exerciſe of that will—no a& of executive can commence without 
the approbation of his Majeſty, nor be 2 executed without 
the aſſiſtance of ſervants removable at his pleaſure, and forth- 
coming to parliament — Thus, is the inviolability of the Sove- 
reign rendered, by the reſponſibility of his ſervants, conſiſtent 
with the rights and ſafety of the people. I am not now anſwering 
the argument of gentlemen of the other fide, I am giving them 
leſſons—and I hope whenever they again arraign our meaſures 
they will have learned ſomewhat more of the cor:ſtitution of theſe 
An Hon. Gentleman on the third bench offers himſelf to your 
conſideration, and he tells you that his Majefty has an independent 
power in the management of the revenue of Great Britain. Sir, 
this is a moſt ignorant and dangerous poſition, unfounded in con- 
ſtitution, law or ice—before the Hon. Gentleman gives op!- 
nions in this houſe, he ſhould inform himſelf better—let me tel. 
that Hon. Member that the King of — cannot in this coun- 
try diſburſe one farthing out of the treaſury by his own hand or 
ſignature, and that there muſt be the ſignature of officers of ſtate 
counterſigning the warrant or letter of the King, and the reaſon 
for this is a principle with which the member ſeems as little ac- 


quainted with as with the fact, a prin-iple that for the acts of 


the King, eſpecially in the management of money, there muſt be 
always certain officers forthcoming to the grand inqueſt of the 
nation. Sir, the Hon. Member has not been ſatisfied with ad- 
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vancing ſuch an affertion, but has attributed his own ignorant and 
criminal conceptions ro the name of Somers, whole pages he 
{cems to underitand as little as he does the conftitution. Sir, 
that the gentleman ſhould be ignorant of this practical part of 
the Britiih executive is the moſt ſurpriſing to me becaule it is the 
practical part, and therefore lies within tae knowledge of a clerk. 
dir, had the Hon. Member known any thing of the proceedings 
of the Britith Houſe of Commons, he could not have remained 
in ſuch entire ignorance about the proceedings of his "Treaſury, 
for he would have then known that the Commons ſo far from 
holding that his Majeſty has an independent power in his Treaſu- 
ry, have reſolved that the expenditure of the civil lift is ſubject 
to the contronl of Parliament. The Hon. Gentleman having 
thewn how much he knows of the conſtitution of his own coun- 
try, prozecds to preach to us about ours, and he tells us that it is 
eſſential that there ſhould be in theſe two countries but one exe- 
cutive power—thus he leaves you two of the eſtates of your con- 
ſtitution and takes away the third that part of your conſtitution 
which is the monarchial part he totally and entirely extinguithes, 
that is to ſay, he advances a doctrine which entirely ſubverts your 
conſtitution—betore he ventured to advance in the Parliament of 
this country ſuch dangerous ignorance, he ſhould have been 
taught, that as the crowns of theſe kingdonis are eſſentially an- 
zexed, ſo the executive powers emanating therefrom are eſſential- 
ly diftin&—diſtin& civil, eccleſiaſtical, judicial, fiſcal eſtabliſh» 
vents, with diſtinct ſtamps of authority, and for theſe amon 

ether reaſons, becauſe in contemplation of law there ſhould be 


diſtin officers forth-coming to the reſpective parliaments of the 


country, and the Iriſh Crown is annexed to but not merged in 
the crown of Great Britain the Hon. Gentleman having af lay- 
ed his ignorance of the monarchial part of the conſtitution, 2 
an ignorance as deſperate when he delivers his dottrine with re- 
gard to the democratical part or the powers of this Houſe, he 
tells you that the coercive power of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons 
over the Miniſters of the Crown, lies in their power of refuſing 
the ſupply—he does not know that you havea right to proceed in 
a criminal manner, he does not know that you can unpeach—he 
robs you of your inquifitorial power as the grand Wy e of the 
nation, and leaves you nothing but a negative on ſupply, —he 
robs the Commons of Ireland of their inqueſt as he before robbed 
the K. of Ireland of his executive.—After having uttered ſuch 
extraordinary, unprineipled and ignorant doctrine, with regard 
to the whole and the dierent parts of your conftiturion, the Hon. 
Gentleman proceecs to favour us with a little of our own hiſtory, 
and he obſerves on parties in this country, and their principles, 
and the ways adopted by Britiſh Government to extinguiih them, 
and he tells you that one of thoſe ways was that moit excellent 
meaſure, a limitation of the duration of Parliament. Sir, ths 
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Hon. Gentleman might have ſtated other and very different ways, 
whereby Miniſters endeavoured to defeat party and principle in 
this country—does the Hon. Member know that a Miniſter once 
went ſo far in this country as to drill the Houſe of Commons, 
and placed for the purpoſe of watching the members of this 
Houſe, a man publicly and ſcandalouſly officiating in that box 
during the ſitting of this Houſe—hbas the member forgotten that 
tranſaction? VI] tell that member, that if the moſt ambirious 
ariſtocracy he ever ventured to depict, was to become the Miniſ- 
try, they would poſſeſs at leaſt one advantage—they would be a 
government of gentlemen—rthe gentlemen of the country—not a 
Government of panders and runners, firſt mixing with the gentry 
of the country, and then riſing from public miſchief into public 

ſituations. | | 

The bill is oppſed principally on two grounds, one made by 
the Right Hon. Baronet on the floor, the other made by the Right 
Hon. Baronet near him. The firſt ground is a propoſition that 
there is a reſponſibility already; the other that the reſponſibility 
propoſed by the bill would ſubvert the regal conſtitution of the 
country, or in other words, that there ſhould not be any reſpon- 
ſibility whatever. The Right Han. Gentleman who makes the 
firſt propoſition explains his 2 and tells you have a reſpon- 
ſibility, becauſe you have a Houſe of Commons —he means an 
inqueſt capable to examine and to impeach ; it remains for him to 
ſhew how that inqueſt is to proceed, and where are the men forth- 
coming to its juriſdiction? We'll begin with the Treaſury. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman muſt allow that all reſponſibility 
is taken from that moſt eſſential] department. The High Trea- 
ſurerſhip is a ſinecure the Vice-treaſurer ſhips are finecures—the 
Deputy, a ſituation merely inſtrumental, and in no degree what- 


ſoever miniſterial. Government has demoliſhed the filcal part of 


the Iriſh executive, and has reduced the great offices to ſinecures, 
and the gieat operations of money to . 94 You have great of- 
ſices without employment, and ſubordinate employment with im- 
menſe ſalaries, thus you have the incumbrance—you loſe the re- 


reſponſibility. Juſt enough of the Iriſh treaſury remains to ſhew | 


what your conſtitution ought to be, and what depredations have 
been committed upon it. Here your Government has been 
made, by innovation, completely proyincial, and preſents neither 
the ſubſtance nor the ſhadow of a kingdom, and your executive, 
in this particular, is completely extinguiſhed by innovation, 
We'll now conſider the manner of diſburſing money from this 
Treaſury. The firſt ſtep is, a. King's letter = by his Ma- 
jeſty, and counterſigned by the Lords of the IJreaſury of Eng- 
land ; thoſe officers have not in this realm any right, authority, 
reſidence, or reſponſibility ; their ſignature, far from {ſupplying 
reſponſibility to your Parliament, does not admit of _ noticed 
by your conftitution—thoſe officers are phyſically irreſponſible, 
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conſtitutionally unoſtenſible. This letter thereſore offers you no 
reſponſibility whatfoever. This letter is directed to the Lord 
Lieutenant, who thereupon makes out his warrant, reciting the 
purport of the letter, ſigned by the Lord Lieutenant at the top, 
and his ſecretary at the bottom. 

Here the Irith executive begins to act, and here it your ſole 
reſponſibility. Sce what reſponſibility it attords you ! The Se- 
erctary of the Lord Lieutenant, ſuppoſing him not to be fuga- 
cious, you cannot accept of as any adequate or reſpectable reſ- 
ponſibility ;—you cannot derogate from the dignity of your juſtice, 
and ferivuſly hold out to your country that d-ſcription of offi- 
cer as lecuricy—the conſtitution don't notice him he is not in its 
contemplation ; he may excite the indignation of Ireland; he can 
never ſutisſy her juitice. 

As to bis Excellency, the ſervants of the Crown allow the Lord 
Lieutenant is impeacha ble by the parliament : they not only allow 
it, but they make it the ſtiength of their cafe. I'll ſuppoſe the 
Commons of Ireland reſolve articles of impeachment againſt-a 
Chief Governor, and that they ſend their meſſengers to the Lords, 
to acquaint them therewith, and to defire that he may be com- 
mitted to their power. Where is he? He is fled. Fled with his 
ſecretary. Your impeachment would commence when his com- 
miſſion ceaſed, and his perſon was out of the juriſdiction of the 
realm. You can't follow his perſon, nor find his property.— 
Theſe great men who are held out as your ſole ſecurity for acts of 
. ſtate, have ſeldom a freehold in your country—they could not be 
private, ſtill leſs are they public ſecurity.—T'll ſuppoſe on the 
application of this parliament to his Majetty to interpoſe with the 
parliament of Great Britain, the latter would tranſmit the perſon 
10 impeached ; but the efficacy of your juriſdiction in /that caſe 
depends on the ſucceſs of your application; that is, the reſponſi- 
bility held out to this country depends on the permiſſion of the 
parliament of another, which is in fact, no reſponſibility what. | 
loever; and if ever the puniſhment of an unworthy Viceroy 
ſhould become the unworthy cauſe of diſcontent and jealouſy be- 
tween the two nations, remember it is the ſervants of the crown 
who are the cauſe, by leaving you no option, and affording you 
no perſon Whomſoever to proceed againſt, ſave only the — of 
the Viceroy. | ILY 

It follows from this that his Excellency affords no. adequate 
re ſponſibility. You can't derogate from your dignity to impeack - 
him before the Lords of England, nor attach his perſon when you 
impeach him before the Lords of Ireland. It tollows, that the 
reſponſibility held out by the Right Hon. Baronet is a deluſion, 
and the Irith Government, in its perverted ſtate, is compoſed of 
reſponſible officers who are not reſident, and refident clerks who 
are not reſponſible. Thus all the money that you grant for the 
ordinary ſervice of government—all the money that your ance{- 
dors granted in perpetual revenue—the whole of the ordinary 
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revenue, that is 1,000,000 per annum net may be drawn out of 
the Treaſury, without the ſignature or controul of any one reſidert 
officer, and the grand PIT of the nation, ſitting here, with alt 
its powers, cannot by any proceſs puniſh or reach the delinquent, 
or redreſs the country; that argument, therefore, of the Righe 
Hon. Baroner, which ſuppoſes that in eſtabliſhing an Iriſh ingue!; 
you have eſtabliſhed an Iriſh reſponſibility, wt apprehend, de- 
rected and refuted. 
Let us contemplate the nature of theſe two officers, the Lore 
Lieutenant and his Secretary, whom Right Hon. Gentlemen have 
offered as the only ſecurity of Ireland for the faithful application of 
her money—thele officers certainly are reſponſible, they are re- 
ſponſible to the Britiſh Miniſter for watching the pretenſions of 
Ireland — In 1753, a diſpute aroſe about a ſurplus in the Trea- 
ſury, and it was determined by the Commons of Ireland, that the 
ſurplus awaited the diſpoſal of parliament without the previous 
conſent of the King—i1mmediately after, that ſurplus, without 
the conſent of parliament and by the ſole conſent and order of the 
King, was iſſued from the Treaſury, purſuant to a King's letter 
by virtue of a warrant ſigned by the Lord Lieutenant and his 
fecretary. Whoſe officers were theſe men then? and to whom 
reſponſible? Suppoſe it became an object to preſerve in the go- 
vernment of this country an unconſtitutional Viceroy againſt the 
cenſures of parliament and the ſenſe of the nation, and ſuppoſe to 
accompliſh char criminal end, the people to be fold in order to 
buy the members of this Houſe—whole officers would you find 
the Lord Lieutenant and his ſecretary then? Whoſe officer was 
the Right Hon. Gentleman I now ſee in 1789 - hen this country 
was robbed about 1758, by additions to her penſion liſt, amount- 
ing to 30, oool. per annum—when this country was ſold in 69, as 
one of the preſent miniſtry declared in the Houſe of Commons 
and ſpecified the ſum at half a million? When in the years, 
lapſing from 76 to 78, this country was fold by additions to her 
penſion lift, amounting to about 27, oool, per annum —when in 
the years lapſing from 78 to 87, this country was robbed by ad- 
ditions to her penfion lift, amounting to 29, oool.— When this coun- 
try was again fold in 89, to buy the parliament, as was threatened 
dy one of the ininiſters in this Houſe, and after executed by Lord 
Buckingham and his faction, whoſe officers were the Viceroy and 
ſecretary then? Whoſe officer was the Right Hon. Meniber on 
© the floor? 1 
When the faith of government was broken in its promiſe to 
equalize its expence to its revenue - When the faith of government 
was broken in its promiſe to unite the Boards of Accounts and 
Stamps - when the faith of government was broken in its promiſe 
to confine the number of commiſſioners to ſeven - whoſe officers 
were thoſe men? A proof all this, that in the application of 
your money you have been governed, or rather plundered, for it 
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can't be called government ; plundered like a province, and that 
there has not exiſted in the perſons of the Lord Lieutenant and 
his ſecretary, or in any other perſon, to the parliainent of Ireland 
any refponſibility whatſoever. Otherwiſe you would not have had 
ſuch a ſucceſſion of crimes, or in ſuch a ſucceſſion of crimes you 
would have given ſome example of puniſhment. What monu- 
ment is there of the juſtice of this country in ſuch a train of 
offences? Where is the record of Lord Buckingham's conviQtion ? 
But the ſact is, that theſe men, the Viceroys and their ſecretaries, 
never confidered themſelves as reſponſible to you, and you never 
acted as if you had any juriſdiction over them: they acted as Eng- 
I: th officers with Irich names, and the Iriſh ſervants of the crown 
acted as their officers, not yours, and juſtified by their orders for 
the crimes they committed againſt you—-the former acted as re- 
jporſible to Er, lard tor carrying through parJiament the meaſures 
of Britith government, ard the latter voted as reſponſible to the 
ſormer for ſupporting the ſame. I think | have anſwered the firſt 
objection, which aſſumes that there is an operative reſponſibility 
in Ireland. I come to the ſecond, which aſſumes chat there 
ſhould not be in Ireland any reſponſibility whatever, or, in other 
words, that the bill before you, which does no more than ſecure 
that reſponſibility, ſubverts the royal power. Sir, reſponſibility 
is the vital principle of the Britiſh conſtitution, the King of theſe 
countries {peaks only by ſeals—why ? that for all his acts there 
may be officers forthcoming to parliument—every patent muſt be 
under the ſign manual, which is a warrant to the privy ſeal, which 
is a warrant to the great ſeal. Why? Lord Coke will tell you 
the reaſon ; leſt any thing ſhould paſs chat inſtrument which might 
be illegal he goes farther, he ſays, inconvenient—the King 
can'nt execute his own warrant, the King can't deliver his own 
judgment—why ?- becauſe for every act of the King there muſt be 
reſponſible officers. The precaution of England extends this 
principle to Ireland, and has in the diſburſement of money from 
the Irith "Treaſury five officers forthcoming to her inqueſt, three 
Lords of the Britiſh Treaſury and the Irith Lord Lieutenant and 
his ſecretary ; and you have not one, you have not a concurrent 
reſponſibility in the exerciſe of your own executive, and in the 
diſburſement of your own money. She Great Britain extends this 
precaution even to your legiſlature, and no Iriſh act of parliamenr 
can paſs which is not certified under the great ſeal of England, 
that che keeper of that inſtrument may be reſponſible to England 
tor the * proceedings of the Iriſh parliament ; thus that 
principle Which England exacts in the legiſlative operations of your 
country, you don't require in her executive, ſo that you proceed 
not only not according to, but directly againſt the practice and 
principle of England. She extends this principle of reſponſibility 
to abuſes of legal power as well as to violations. I am ſurpriſed 
to hear an Hon, Gentleman acknowledge his . ignorance of the 
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conſtitution of England, by obſerving that the ſervants of the 
crown are juitified by rhe order of the King, and are only an- 
ſwerable for violations of law; but in a limited monarchy, and 
eſpecially in that limited monarchy which places the firſt magif- 
trate of the people at the head of the church, the army, and the 
treaſury, with the powers of peace and war, and with a ſacred 
attribute veſted in his perſon, nothing can prevent that magittrare 
from becoming a moſt tyrannical power, but an obligation on hin 
to act through the medium of his ſervants, who are to be an{wers 
able for the abuſes of his power as well as the violation of che 
Jaw—rhe nature of a truſt requires that the truſtee ſhall, thry 
his miniſter, be anſwerable for abuſe as well as violation. I 
might quote authorities many on this part of the quetition—Mr, 
Hume, no enthuſiaſt for liberty, who obſerves that in a limited 
monarchy is is eſſential that the miniſters of the King 1hall be 
_ reſponſible for his acts, and he adds that the- orders of the King 
mult not be a juſtification—Lord Coke, who tells you in his chap- 
ter on parliament that the Houſe of Commons is the grand inqui- 
fitor of the nation, he does not mean for the purpoſe of enquiring 
into illegalities; no; grievances are his words, grievances which 
ariſe not more frequently from breaches of law, than from abuſes 
of regal power. | 
might quote precedents from the earlieſt to the lateſt periods 
of Engliſh ſtory, from the caſe of De la Pole, in Richard the 2d, 
proceeded againſt, among other particulars, for miſapplication of 
fubſidy—to the caſe of the Duke of Suffolk, proceeded againſt, 
= among other articles, for miſapplication of ſubſidy, and for ad- 
viſing the King to unneceſſary wars—ro the caſe of De Vere, 
oceeded againſt among other articles for intercepting ſubſidy 
intended for the defence of the kingdom to the caſe of the Duke 
of Buckingham, Lords Danby, Bolingbroke, and a multitude of 
others, in every one of whoſe criminal proſecutions you will find 
articles for the abuſe of legal power, and from the whole of whoſe 
caſes you will deduce that evil councils, reer war, igno- 
minious peace, neglect of the ſeal, and miſapplication of public 
money, though not againſt poſitive law, are ſufficient ground for 
parliamentary impeachment. 
This principle ariſing out of theſe caſes, and the reſponſibility 
ariſing out of this principle, are not leſs, as has been inſinuated, 
but more applicable to you than to Great Britain; and firſt, be- 
Feauſe your ſervants require to be admoniſhed on this ſubject, for 
. they have this night betrayed a molt extraordinary ignorance of 
the nature of the monarchy they live under, and therefore require 
2 law as a leſſon. Again, becauſe the prominent ſpring of your 
overnment, that is, the Britiſh Miniſter, is an abſentee, and does 
not look in the face the crimes committed by his agents in the 
kingdom of Ireland. Reſidence is a kind of phyſical reſponſibility, 
but he has the advantage of not beholding the acts of his ſervants . 
ja Ireland. The perverſion of your law, the late attack on one gf 
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your charters, the ſale of, your peerages, and the acknowledged 
public and profeſſed fale of your country in 89 to buy the Iriſh 
parliament, he ſees theſe. things with other mens eyes, and in 
doing theſe things borrows the batencts of other mens hands. 
The agents or inſtruments in Ireland by which thoſe things are 
done, though they are not like him, abſentees, yet they are not 
ſtationary, and they look not only to the protection but the opinion 
of another country. The ſeat of their action is in Ireland, but 
the ſeat of their character as well as of their puniſhment is in 
Great Britain; and Ireland is of courſe deprived in the preſent 
adminiſtration of her affairs, of the two great ſanctions held ne-, 
cellary to reſtrain the malignuy of human crunes, the law of 
puniihment and the law of reputation, and the public weal of this 
country is left for its preſervation ro the remote apprehenſion 
which her miniſters may entertain of divine vengeance, and to 
their ambiguous ſ{pcculations on a future ſtate of reward and 
puniſhment. Ag require this reſponſibility the more for 
the reaſon which an Hon. Gentleman has advanced againſt it, be- 
cauſe your revenues are not appropriated, and of courſe are the 
more capable of corrupt milapplication ; and becauſe you have 
no place bill or penſion bill in this country, and thus offer to an 
unappropriated revenue indefinite objects ot venality and influence. 
But there is another reaſon ſtronger than all theſe, a reaſon found- 
ed in recent experience. It has been the cuſtom of your miniſters 
to rob the country in order to buy the gentlemen of this houſe ; 
one of your miniſters confeſſed it in this. houſe, and ſtated it to 
have happened in 69, and foretold that it muſt happen in 89, and 
it happened accordingly. 3 

Gentlemen have ſaid that this bilt would ſubvert government. 
It is a great charge, they will prove it. I hat it would alter the 
practice of Iriſh governnient. In the diſburſement of public mo- 
ney is true ; but that this alteration would be a ſubverſion of 
government, is falſe. Every act of parliament affecting the 
government may be ſaid to change it, every improvement is a 
change. The acts of 80 and 82, which ſome of thoſe gentlemen 
n mutiny bill, the modification of Poyning's law, 
changed the practice of your conſtitution, and ſo far might be 
ſaid and were by them repreſented and reſiſted as changing the 
conſtitution ; but in theſe cafes the force of objection don't exiſt in 
making a change, but in making ſuch a change as is unconttitu- 
tional; and if the practice of your government in Ireland has 
been, as you know it has been, looſe and unprincipled, the effect 
of an age of domination on, the one hand, and of certain mean 
compliances on the other; and if the bill would correct ſuch a 
practice by the true and unqueſtionable principles of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, then the change is not what thoſe gentlemen de- 
ſeribe it, the ſubverſion, but it is the direct contrary, the reſto- 
ration of your government ſubverted by thoſe looſe practices which 
have become diſeaſes ſo inveterate in Ireland, that the miniſters 
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of the crown now pronounce them to be the eſſence of your go- 
vernment. What are thoſe practices which thoſe gentlemen 


would defend ? The diſburſement of public money by the trea- 


furers of England whom they allow to have no legal autho- 
Fity, and by the Lord Lieutenant and his ſecretary, whom they 
allow to offer no adequate reſponſibility. And what is the change 
that theſe gentlemen reſiſt? a bill whoſe principles they acknow- 
edge, viz. that in the diſburſement of public money the executive 
officer ſhall be forthcoming to parlianient And what are the pro- 
viſtons of the bill? nothing more than the ſpecific execution of that 
principle—that every warrant ordering a diſburſement, or im- 


ary, Iriſh officer. And what is the precedent for the bill ?—the 
example of England. Thus the charge of thoſe gentlemen comes 
out to be, that government is ſubverted when a praQtice which 
they don't aſſent to be legal is reformed by a principle they don't 
deny to be conſtitutional—the acknowledgment of the principle 
and their charge againſt the bill that does no more than enforce 
it —amount to a declaration on their part, that the government, 

according to the preſent practice in Ireland, is unconſtitutional 
ſecondly, that the government of Ireland ought to continue un- 
eonſt ĩtutional that the perſons who ſign our charges or drafts for 
money ſhould be officers anſwerable not to Ireland but to Great 
Britain that is, that Ireland ſhould not have an executive power, 
but ſhould be governed even in the diſburſement of her own 
money by the executive power of Great Britain; and that the 
Britiſh Miniſter, not the King of Ireland, ſhould have complete 
and excluſive authority over the Iriſh treaſury. 

Bring this argument to the teſt of the fact — England has in your 
diſburſement of money from your treaſury ſive officers forthcoming 
to her juriſdiction - and Ireland has not one: this is the fat, the 
argument is that thoſe five officers are the only life and conſtitu- 
tional officers to diſpoſe of the money of Ireland and that if you 
add Iriſh officers you ſubvert the regal government; that is to lay, 
three Lords of the Engliſh treaſury, together with Lord Weſt- 
moreland and Major Hobart, ought to have the entire government 
of the treaſury of Ireland, and if you add Sir John Farnell, you 
overturn the conſtitution. . 

Sir, gentlemen have gone farther, and have ſaid the bill is 
framed to bring a faction into power; but it is not for them to 
pronounce on the characters of men. Thie practices their mini!- 
try has purſued, and the principles it has profeſſed have deprived 
them of any authority when they ſpeak either of men or mea{ures ; 
we might forget our meaſures aad beat them down by our cha- 
racters: we might forget onr characters and our meaſures, and 
vet ſtand higher than they do. So much for their preſumprion. 
er us examine their logic—they tell you that this bill will turn 
one party out of power, and introduce another Sir, this bill doe 


2 charge, ſhould be ſigned by ſome great refident, ſtation- 
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no more than make it neceſſary to ſign certain acts, and dangerous 
to ſign them if thoſe acts are criminal ; but this can no otherwiſe 
 atfect the preſent miniſtry, except as their crimes are neceſlary to 
20 their exiſtence ; if indeed they are ſo link'd with public ra- 
pine, if the ſale of peerage and the ſale of the country be eſſen- 
tial to their continuation in power, then indeed I do allow the bill 
would be uſeleſs if it did not affect them: bur attached as I am to 
this bill, I cannot promiſe my country ſo happy an effect from it as 
that of diſmiſſing the preſent miniſtry in Ireland from the reins of 
government; but that it will mitigate the malignity of their 2 
rations and deter the repetition of their offences, is an effect 
w hich is not preſumption to auſpicate from the propoſition before 
vou. They tell you that the bill will turn out one party and bring 
in another—Sir, the bill is no mandate to the King—he may 
chooſe any ſet of men he pleaſes—if there is any thing in this ar- 
gument, it is an encomium on the oppoſition and a reflection on 
theinſelves—Sir, it amounts to a declaration, that if crimes in 
miniſters are wade penal, the preſent miniſtry of Ireland muſt re- 
tire, and that there is no body of men capable of ſerving the ſlate - 
on ſuch conſtitutional terms. except the oppoſition, and therefore 
they promiſe to you to reje& a good law in order to exclude a 
good miniſtry and continue a bad one, Theſe gentlemen proceed 
and tel] you that this bill will extinguiſh the Lord Lieutenant; 
this they aſſert, but they give no reaſon for this; they lay it down 
as a notorious truth and acknowledged propofition—as acknow- 
iedzed a propoſition and as indiſputable a truth as any one of their 
own offences—the ſale of the peerage or the ſale of the country, 
Let us conſider the effects of this bill on the powers of his Excel- 
lency—if he wiſhes to diſburſe a ſum of money he puts his own 
fiznature—his ſecretary does the ſame, and if any of the other 
commiſſioners reſuſe to fign, he diſmiſſes him, if the ſucceſſors re- 
ſuſe he diſmiſſes them: wn if he cannot find any one eſtabliſhed 
perſon in Ireland who will ſign the warrant, then indeed he muſt 
give up the meaſure. But what kind of diſburſement, what me- 
retricious grant muſt it be, to which no man in Ireland, if an- 
iwerable, will venture to put his name? Such is the peculation 
which the bill would prevent, and ſuch is the peculation which 
the objectors to the bill would facilitate. Sir, theſe gentlemen, 
many of them have long ſerved the crown—they know the ſacred 
ſprings of action and * practices of Iriſh government, and it is 
with the experience of twenty years on their heads that theſe 
gentlemen inſinuate that ſuch peculations are neceſſary for the 
exiſtence of its Iriſh Viceroy, and. that: if he can't rob he can't 
govern. . | 
Sir, theſe gentlemen have moſt ignorantly foretold what would 
be the 82 under this bill. —T'1] tell theſe gentlemen moſt 
truly what is now the Iriſh governmeut without it. What is their 
ituation? A ſet of men excluded in their native land from power 
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and controul, privileged only to ſubmir their objections without 
any authority to ſtop the crime they complain of—This excluſion 
from all controul in the diſburſement of money, makes them a 
cypher. That controul excluſively placed in the Lord Lieute- 
nant's Secretary, his Excellency and certain Engliſh officers, makes 
them your maſters, and the Secretary on that bench your idol it 
is no longer controul, it is abſolute command over your money 
It is this commanſi that makes him more forcible than the 
thunder of Demoſthenes, and more perſuafive than "Tully ; or if 
the name of Solomon delight him more—Solomon in all his glo- 
Ty—ſitting among his ſtate concubines.—See at his feet theſe very 
entlemen who tremble at the approach of their own power and 
reſponſibility.—See at the ſeet of a young lad the tributes of a 
degraded court—lce proſt rate at his feet the wiſdom of age and 
the flame of youth— the grey head of experience—the country 
-gentleman's jhattered maik, and the veteran crown lawyer's 
proſtituted conſcience and howling remorſe—even the virtues 
which this man don't entirely deſtroy, he diſgraces—he humbles 
the energics of your mind—and contracts the exertions of your 
talents, and ſends you for conſolation from public effort to the 
pleaſures of the table and the comedy of private life. | 


He not only humbles your virtues, he degrades your vices 


and gives them a poorer caſt ; ſo that you loſe the high mettle 
> fomerimes mixes with human infirmity, dignifies the na- 
ture of vice and makes ambition virtue. You do not make this 
man a coloſſus, but he makes you pigmies—and both loſe your 
natural proportion—he, his natural inferiority ; and you, your 
natural ſuperiority in your native land. Thus you ſtand on your 
own hills blaſted - blaſted by a ſhrub which ſcalds your growth, 
and diminiſhes and dwarfs what elſe might become the trees of 
_ the foreſt and make the realm illuſtrious. 


The SoLicitrox General. I have been in great pain for 
the right hon. meniber who has juſt ſat down (Mr. . Grattan) he 
roſe in a ſtate of great irritability, which continued during the 
courſe of his ſpeech, and I am perſuaded it contributed much to 
derange that ſyitem of argument which we might otherwiſe have 
expected upon the ſubject before us; unfortunately, however, he 
has not ſaid a word that is applicable to the meaſure propounded ; 
though he has with his uſual brilliancy and inventive faculty, con- 
jured up many others ; but (if you allow to borrow a figure from 
a great man) there never lighted on this ſubject, which he ſcarcely 
ſeemed to toueh, a more deluſivevifion. . 

As to the ſeverity of the Gentleman's raillery and invective 

_ azainſt ſome of thoſe with whom I act, we have often ſeen that 
when Gentlemen have no other ground to ſtand upon, they ram- 
ble into the wild region of abuſe ; to that indeed they have an in- 
diſputable and eſtabliſhed title, they poſſeſs and traverſe it to its 
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utmoſt latitude, beyond all bounds that have been hitherto known 
to it ; in ſhort, Sir, they are the acknowledged and excluſive pro- 
prietors, it is their own peculiar province, where they are per- 
fectly at home. If T may be allowed to call the attention of the 
Houſe to the bill under conſideration, and which I hold in my 
hand, I think I can ſhew to demonſtration, that it is in principle, 
and in the frame of it, as obnoxious and as dangerous an attempt as 
has been ever made to obtrude a monſter upon the Conſtitution. It 
has been ſaid that the preſent bill is analogous to the courſe of the 
Treaſury in England, as to the iſſuing of money, and that as 
there are five Commiſſioners of the Treaſury there, who muſt ſign 
the warrant or order before the money can iſſue, therefore, there 
may be on the ſame foundation five Commiſſioners here inveſted 
with ſimilar powers; and gentlemen are charged with incorrigible 
ignorance—in being ignorant that this is the eitablithed Conſtitu- 
tion of England.—Sir, the preſent bill avowedly erects a new 
controlling power in the officers whom it would appoint (in the 
words of the bill) for the ſuperintendance, order, rule and govern- 
ment of the Treaſury, and in expreſs terms, in every department 
of the executive government. To theſe officers is given a com- 
plete negative to every act of the Crown, in which, by the wiſdom 
of the Graicncite, the firſt Executive Magiſtrates has been conſi- 
dered as ſolely competent, and we are called upon to order the 
Crown into cuſtody of thoſe new created bailiffs, with as little 
ceremony as you have at anearly part of this evening, diſpoſed of 
ſome ruthans at your bar, who had preſumed to inſult the privi- 
leges of this Houſe in not paying due deference to its fummons. 
Where is there any thing to which this bill can be aſſimilated in 
the Conſtitution of England ? As to the five Commiſſioners of 
the Treaſury—there they ſtand in the place of the ancient office 
of the, Lord Treaſurer, they have no additional powers given 
them by the ſtatutes, nor are they a new created Cabinet impoſed 
on the King—the Gentlemen need not labour to ſhew that in the 
language of the Conſtitution the King can do no wrong, and that 
his miniſters only are reſpouſible ;z—lo they are, and the law and 
conſtiturion make them ſo. I hope there is no man that will 
make ſo audacious a poſition as to fay, that the Parliament of Ire- 
land is incompetent to drag a criminal miniſter to juſtice, from 
any corner of the realm to where he may fly for refuge, and theſe. 
gentlemen have mentioned the cafe of Lord Strafford to ſhew 
that vengeance was forced to follow him to the bar of another 
country in the period of our imbecility and diſtraction; yet, I 
hope, no man, will argue, that at this period of eftabliſhed and. 
indiſputable” juriſdiction, that we ſhould be obliged aps (4050 
for juſtice in another land againſt a ſtate criminal who had violat» 
ed the Conſtitution of —_— 4 . N 
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But this is in fact an attempt not only to lay a foundation for 
new and extenſive patronage, but to transfer the executive Magil- 
tracy to certain Janiſſaries of the Crown, who in the character 
of Satellites, may obſcure and totally eclipſe it whenever they 
choofe. Had ſuch a meaſure moved from a Miniſter, whether 
on the ground of an attempt to increaſe patronage, or to make 
innovation, he ought to be impeached, and notwithſtanding my 
regards for the mover of the bill, (Mr. Forbes) let me remind 
him, that in an ancient republic it was deemed neceſſary that the 
man who ſhould move a law to change the eſtabliſhed frame of the 

overnment, ſhould do it with a rope about his neck. I really 

ould be ſorry that the cuſtom prevailed here, as I think whatc- 
ver may be the rectitude of intention in my worthy friend, yet 
when the meaſure came to be underſtobod, he might really be 
Placed in a very aukward fate of ſuſpenſe. 

Sir, notwichſtanding that this meaſure comes as the ſequel, and 
as a completion of a fyſtem which has been avowed and followed 
up. l am prepared to ſhew that it is infinitely more to be repro- 
bated, than any one of thoſe meaſures which have been rejected. 
A penſion bill and place bill would do nothing more thay ampu- 
rate certain ancient prerogatives of the Crown, by which it was 
enabled to reward indigent merit, and confer offices of truſt on 


thoſe who are confided in by the people, but this meaſure goes 


far beyond them, or what thofe at the revolution, whom gentle- 
men pretend to imitate, dared or withed to do ; they never pre- 
fumed to transfer or arrogate to any junto the active power which 
the Conſtitution placed in the indiviſibility of the Crown, and 
which principle, whenever it was ſhaken, was productive of 
anarchy and confuſion. When Charles I. ſurrendered his power 
of dootviog Parliament, uſurpation and tyranny were the reſult 
of their proceeding, and immediately after the reſtoration fol low- 
ed thoſe acts of the Legiſlature which rennovated the Royal rights 


of the Monarch of England, without the exerciſe of which the 


2 were oppreſſed by the uſurping powers under whom they 
ad been aggrieved, by thoſe who had waged war againſt the 
King in the name of the King. . | 

T never was more ſurpriſed than to hear that the author of this 
bill, and another learned gentleman (Mr. Ponſonby) founding 
themſelves in argument on, and reſorting to the authority ot 
Lord Somers, in the Banker's caſe. No doubt that the immedi- 
ate point of that eaſe was, whether it was competent to the Ba- 


| Tons of the Exchequer to order the Treaſurer to iſſue payment to 


an annuitant under the Great Seal, out of the cofters of the 
King. The great, able, and conſtitutional lawyer referred to, 
argued and proved that there was no legal courſe to obtain ſuch 
order, without applying to the perſon of the King; there muſt 
be, ſays he, his warrant under greater Privy Seal. The Lord 
Treaſurer is the ſworn officer to act under theſe orders, and 1s 
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{worn, as are the officers here, truly to keep and diſpend the 
King's treaſure. It muſt not, ſaid he, depend upon the will of 
others, otherwiſe the preferring the payment of the penſioner 
might gain a preference to fafety of the ſtate, for 110 exigen- 
cies and ſafety the King is reſponſible. The King's treaſure, he 
argued, is ſacred, and ſo is the key of it. It is called by the 
law, the anima republiæ, the fermamentum belli, the ornamentum 
pacis; and thus Lord Somers proved, that it ought not to be 
ſnatched from the King to be ſwallowed by its keepers. As to 
the transfer of thoſe with the other executive rights to any men 
that now are, or may hereafter hope to be in power. I do not 
with to wound the feelings of any "gentleman on a ſubject to 
which their ſenſibility is alive, or to thew others what they 
muſt be convinced of, namely, that a junto may, by ſuch a mea- 
ſure, be rendered ſo impregnable, that a participation of power 
or of confidence would in vain be looked for by the ableſt and 
the befl—and that the worſt men might triumph in ſecurity, 
I will not taſk of ariſtocracy, nor in the language of a learned 
member, (Mr. Ponſonby) will I call it fa&tioully, à dealing with 
the Devil; nor will I animadyert on thoſe who diſavow its prin- 
ciples, and diclaim its tenets when the occafion may be unfa- 
vourable to thoſe who pretend to recant from them. 


Let no man think recanting odd, 
To ſhun a preſent evil; | 
The man who once denied his God, 
May ſure deny the Devil. f 


' Before I fit down, let me call the attention of the Houſe to th 
laſt paragraph of the bill, which ſays, that no pardon under the 
great ſeal Mall be pleaduble to an impeachment by the Commi ſſioners 
in Parliament. Now, Sir, who theſe Commiſſioners, un- named, 
may be, it would be hard to conjecture, as, by the bill, they are 
deflated as two other officers, but whether officers of Police, or 
Paving Board, is for me to determine ; and as to the meaning 
and good ſenſe of the clauſe, I leave that to ſimilar conjeQures 
and interpretation, only intreating that I may not incur the dif- 

leaſure of thoſe great men that are to be, and the more ſo, as 

cannot be pardoned for offending them ; but for the preſent I 
ſhall fit down, begging pardon of them and of the Houſe, upon 
Whoſe indulgence Thave ſo long treſpaſſed. 


Mr. STanLsy.—Believe me, Mr. Speaker, I do not rife to 


treſpaſs upon your attention, or that of the Houſe, wantonly, 


or for the purpoſe of declamation ; I wiſhed to have offered my 
teeble ſentiments upon this important ſubje& at a much earlier 
ſage of the debate, but gentlemen of more weighr, and more 
fully competent to do juſtice to the ſubjeR, anticipated my in- 
_ tention, and a juſt conſciouſneſs of my own inferiority made 
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me willingly acquieſce under their caſe of pre-audience. I am 
but too ſenſible, Sir, that at this late hour I can little merit the 
attention of the Houſe to any thing I can add upon a queſtion 
which has been already argued with ſo much plauſibility on the 
other ſide of the Houſe, but which has been reſiſted from this 
fide with adegree of ſtrength which muſt have brought conviction 
home to the mind of every man not deaf to reaſon, or impene- 
trable by argument. x by 
Sir, notwithſtanding the very high opinion I have of the in- 
tegrity of the Hon. Gentleman who has brought forward the 
reſent bill, and however I may lament that I have had the mis- 
ortune to differ in opinion with him in all the meaſures which 
he has propoſed this ſeſſion; I confeſs I cannot prevail upon my- 
ſelf to agree with him in this, which has nothing elſe but its no- 


velty, and the perſeverance of its author, to recommend it. I: 


is deſtituie of the only argument urged by the Hon. Gentleman 


in ſupport of his place and penſion bill, namely, the exainple of 


Great Britain, for 1 believe no ſuch propoſition was ever made 
m the ſenate of that kingdom, nor did it ever enter into the 
bead of any man until it occurred to the fruittu] genius of that 
Hon. Gentleman himſelf. Sir, this bill in its principle tends 
eſſentially to alter the whole nature of our monarchy ; for, allow 
me to ſay, that the ſame principle of reſponſibility which makes 
it neceſſary to eſtabliſh five Comui ſſioners of Controul to ſhare in 
the executive authority of his Majeſty in the adminiftration of the 
ublic treaſure, will make it equally neceſſary to eſtabliſn five 
mmiſſioners of Controul over the Crown, in the exerciſe of its 
prerogative in calling and diſſolving the Parliaments, declaring 
war and making peace, making treaties with foreign powers, 
nting pardons for breach of the law, and over every other 
branch of its undoubted prerogative, and then all that unanimity 
ſtrength, and diſpatch which are neceſſary to give energy and 
effect to public meaſures, and which are the great advantages of 
Monarchy, will be loſt. in the multitude of perſons, and will be 
ſucceeded by weakneſs and ineffeacy in the Government. Sir, 
there are certain principles in our conſtitution which muſt con- 
tinue unaltered ſo long as the conſtitution itſelf remains unim- 
paired. It is of the very eſſence of prerogative (which is a dif- 


cretionary truſt veſted in the Crown for the public good) to be 


left free and uncontrouled in the firfl inflance ) otherwiſe there is 
an end of the truſt, and extinction of the power. The conſti- 
ration has. already placed in this Houſe a ſufficient centroul over 
the abuſe of that prerogative by the great powerful means which 
the Commons poſſe ſs . ddendäng 2 motions of Government 
by their annual ſupplies, and by the power which they have of 
calling upon the Crown to declare by whofe advice any meaſure 


hoſtile to the conſtitution was adopted? But, Sir, 8 me 


to ſay, that by the firſt principles of the conſtitution, the Com- 


— 
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mons are bound to abſtain from infringing the legal prerogatives 
of the Crown, as much as the Crown 1s bound nor to attack their 
privileges ; it is the duty of the Commons to protect that prero- 

tive, and to ſtand as a barrier to prevent any encroachment 
from the other branch of the Legiſlature; and when in the reign 
of Geo. 1ſt, the Houſe of Lords of Great Britain attempted to 
rear from the Crown one of 1ts brighteſt jewels, and to rob it of 
its undoubted prerogative by the bill to limit the power of 
making Peers, the Houſe of Commons reſiſted the encroachment 
as they were bound to do—they rejected the bill, and maintained 
the prerogative. Sir, I have always underſtood from the beſt 
political writers that nien and indiviſibility of the executive au- 
thority, and the diviſion of the legi/lative, formed the peculiar 
excellence of the Briuſh conſtitution; that the one gave ſtability 
and permanence to the ſtate, by placing every branch of executive 
authority out of the reach of the ſubje&, and prevented thoſe 
periodical diſorders and competitions for power which were the 
deſtruction of the antient republics ; that the other produced a 
juſt equilibrium between the ruling powers in the ſtate, and 
maintained public liberty in due health and vigour. Hiſtory 
furniſhes us wich examples to prove, that whenever the Senate 
have ventured to aſſume the executive offices of the State, and 
io encroach on the Royal authority, the Monarchy was overturn- 
ed, and degenerated into an abſolute democracy. 

The deſtruction of the conſtitution in the reign of Charles I. 


and the cataſtrophe of that unhappy Prince, may be dated from 


that day on which the ſenate deprived the King of his undoubted 


prerogative of diſſolving Parliament. The wo Houſes then 


aſſumed the powers of legiſlation, in excluſion of the royal autho- 
rity; they took the reins of adminiſtration into their own hands, 
and in conſequence of thoſe united powers overturned both 
church and ſtate, and eſtabliſhed worſe grievances than thoſe 
which they pretended to remedy : So in Sweden—after the death 
of Charles XII. in the year 1718, the diſpoſal of the crown of 
that kingdom devolved to the ſtates, and was ſettled on the 
Princeſs Ulrica, ſiſter of the late monarch, and her huſband. The 
ſtates ſet about the hazardous taſk of new modelling the conſtitu- 
tion; they impoſed upon the King a committee of their body, to 
act as a Privy — to controul the monarch in the executive 
government: The great offices in the kingdom, all employments, 
civil or military, were to be conferred by the King, with the ap- 
probation of this committee: The power of aſſemb ing the ſtates, 
of making war and peace, the adminiſtration of the public revenue, 
the command of the army and fleet, were all veſted in the King, 
under the controul of the ſame body. It would be endleſs to 
recount the numerous boards, commiſſioners, and tribunals, which 
thejealouſy of the Swedes had introduced into the adminiitration 
of the civil and military departments; it is ſufficient to ſay, that 
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though nothing could be more plauſible, yet nothing was leſs 
practicable. hoſe officers and miniſters, under the notion of 
making them checks upon the Crown, retarded the operations of 
government, and rendered all their powers ineffectual, by the 
tedious forms through which they were obliged to paſs ; the con- 
ſequence was, the government degenerated into an abſolute dems- 
cracy, and the King became nothing more than a mere Pre ſideut 


over the Senate—a mere oftenſible head of the government; and 


ſo continued that government, convulſed for many years, until 
the great revolution in that kingdom, in 1772, when the people, 
tired of the evils which they felt from the diviſion of the Royal 
prerogatives, changed the whole ſyſtem of government to the 
other extreme, and veſted the preſent King with power, authority, 
and influence, little inferior to the moſt deſpotic monarch. In 
order to prevent diſorders of that kind, the indiuiſibiliſy and unity 
of the executive power, has always been (ſince the days of Crom- 
well) a firſt principle of the Britiſh conſtitution, and the power 
of the Crown has always been preſerved undivided in all revolu- 
tions which have ariſen. At the reſtoration and revolution, all 


the uſurpations or aſſumed prerogatives deſtruQive to public 


1 which the late Kings aſſumed, were aboliſhed ; but as to 
2 viſion of the Royal power, no ſuch propoſal was even made: 
e prerogatives which were taken from the Crown, were anni- 
bilated. and ceafed to exiſt in the ſtate; and all the executive 
authority that was thought wiſe to be continued in the govern- 
ment, was as before left undivided in the Crown. As a farther 
proof of this principle of the Britiſh conſtitution, no part of the 
executive authority of the King is veſted in /is Privy Council—it 
is to aſſiſt and adviſe= not to controul. | 9 1 
Sir, in my humble apprehenſion this bill is a libel on the con- 
ſtitution and the law of the land; it imports two principles 
equally falſe : Firſt, that there is no reſponſibility in the admi- 


nitration of Ireland: and ſecondly, that a pardon under the great 


cal is pleadable to an impeachment by the Commons of Ireland. 
I deny both poſitions. So efficient is a reſponſibility in this 


country, that not a ſhilling can be drawn or iſſued from the 


Treaſury without the ſignature of the Lord Lieutenant and his 
Secretary, and if they were ny of a criminal extravagance, 
ro Juſtify the interpoſition of Parliament, the conſtitution has 
veſted ſufficient powers in this Houſe to make them amenable to 
public juſtice. | | 8 0 

As to the poſition, that a pardon is pleadable to an impeach- 
ment, I am aſtoniſhed to hear ſuch doctrine advanced in theſe 
enlightened days; and therefore I feel ir neceſſary to ſtand forth 
to vindicate the laws and conſtitution from ſo groſs a libel, and 


ſo unfounded an imputation. The King's pardon never could be 


pleaded with effect to any ſuch impeachment, ſo as to impede 
the enquiry, and ſtop the proſecution: I aſſent that to be law— 
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and I call upon any lawyer in the Houſe to contradiQ me if I am 


wrong. 


In the reign of Charles 2d, the Earl of Danby was impeached 
by the Houſe of Commons, and pleaded the King's pardon in 
bar; the Commons reſolved, that the pardon ſp pleaded was 
illegal and void, and ought not to be allowed in bar of the im- 

eachment of the Commons of England. Soon after the revo- 
lution, the Commons voted, „that a pardon is not pleadable in 
bar of the proceedings in an impeachment ;” and tho' this made a 
proviſion in the act of ſettlement, it was merely declaratory to 
the old common law ; and whatever doubt might have been 
raiſed in thoſe times, ſurely none could be entertained at this day, 
particularly after that conſtitutional determination lately made by 
the Commons of England, and ſupported by that great and able 
man, Mr. Pitt, who upon that occaſion ſhewed himſelf a true 
conſtitutional Miniſter: When the queſtion as to the abatement 
of the impeachment of Mr. Haſtings by a diſſolution of Parlia- 
ment, Mr, Pitt laid it down as the doctrine of the conſtitutional 
law, and was confirmed by the Houſe of Commons of Great 
Britain iat no ad of the Croxun could affect or abate an im- 
peachment, 1 think, Sir, that the principle of the bill is utterly 
ſubverſive of the law and conſtitution. I wiſh to preſerve that 
conſtitution in its original purity ; I do not with that it ſhould 
have the! ſame] fare, of other venerable edifices of antiquity, . 
which raſh and inexperienced workmen have ventured to new 
dreſs and refine with all the rage of modern improvement; I do 
not with to ſee its ſymmetry deitroyed—its proportions diſtorted, 
or its majeſtic ſimplicity exchanged for ſpecious embelliſhments, 
or cunabic novelties. a 

About half an hour aiter three o'clock on Sunday morning the 
queſtion was put on reading the bill, | 


Ayes 
Noes _ 131 
Majority 67 


Monyay, Manch 28, 1791, 


The SrEAxkER roſe to inform the Houſe that he had received a 
letter which he was ſure would give extreme ſorrow to every 
member in the Houſe ;—it was from an old and faithful ſervant 
of the Houſe, who, worn out with age and infirmities, wiſhed 
to reſign a ſtation which he had dong and faithtully ſuſtained. 

The letter was then read at the table by the clerk ; it was 
from the clerk aſſiſtant, Mr. Ben. Higgins, ſtating, that he had 
been forty-ſix years a ſervant of the heh ; that he was now 
entering intothe ſeventy-firſt year of his age, and ſeeing himſelf 


— 
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unable to ſuſtain the weight of his official duty from the increaſing 
— of age, and requeſt ing permiſſion to retire from his 
tuation. | 


Sir H. Lanczr$sne ſaid, it had been his fortune to have had 
more experience of the fideliry of this man's ſervices, than an 
other gentleman in the Houſe : He could with the greateſt trut 
aſſert, that no officer could have diſcharged his duty with more 
fidelity, ability, integrity, and civility ; he wiſhed, therefore, 
to turn the attention of the Houſe ra the very great merit of 
their ancient ſervant, and to ſhew a teſtimony of their gratitude 
by an addreſs to his Majeſty, that he may pleaſe to make ſuch 
proviſion for Mr. Benjamin Higgins, late clerk aſſiſtant to this 
Houle, as his royal bounty ſhall ſeem fit, and that this Houſe 
will make good the ſame. | 

Sir Hercules then moved, that this Houſe do to-morrow re- 
ſolve into the Committee of Supply, to take this motion for an 
addreſs into confideration. The motien paſſed unanimouſly. 


Tuespay, Marcn 29, 1791. 


The CrancerLos of the E preſented a bill to 
regulate the pork and butter trade, which was read a firſt time. 


Mr. Stirn moved for leave to bring in a bill to regulate the 
conduct of livery ſervants in this city. Leave given. 


The Px ovos v preſented a bill to amend the act for eſtabliſh- 
ing a compleat ſchool of phyſic in this kingdom. Read a firſt 
time. T 


Mr. J. WoLee ſaid, that there was now depending in the 
Engliſh Parliament an ad to grant a —— to the importation 
of corn from this kingdom—he would move for leave to bring in 
a bill, veſting in the Lord Lieutenant and Council a power of 
82 a reciprocal preference to the corn of England, in caſe 
the Englith act paſſed into a law. Leave given. 


Mr. M. BzxesronD prefented Mr. Dunn's private bill, which 
was read a firſt time. e 


Mr. BzxzsrorD moved, * that the Houſe do to-morrow re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee on a motion for an addreſs to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he may pleaſe to grant 

' 10,0001], for compleating the new bridge over the Liffey. Or- 
dered | ET eee | 
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The CHancEeLLok of the ExCuEQPER made a fimilar mo- 
tion for 9,200]. to compleat the new buildings adjoining the Par- 
liament Houſe.—Ordered. 


Mr. FoxBes moved, “ that a plan and eſtimate of the new 
bridge be laid before the Houſe.” —Ordered. 


Mr. WoLre preſented the corn bill, which was read a firſt 
time, and ordered for a ſecond reading to-morrow. 


Dr. DurtcENAN preſented the glebe land bill ; which was 
read a firſt time. | | 


WepnesDay, MARCH 30, 1791. 


Lord DzLvin moved far leave to bring in a bill to improve 
Stephen's Green, His Lordſhip ſaid, he had not the moſt diſtant 
thought of encroaching upon the * or property of the Cor- 

poration of the City; nothing could be farther from his thoughts: 
He had ſpoken to the Lord Mayor on the ſubject, and his Lord- 
ſhip had promiſed to conſult the city : the bil}, therefore, that he 
intended to introduce ſhould be but conditional; that is, it ſhould 
empower certain perſons to make the improvements, provided the 
city gave their conſent theretq,—Leave being given, Lord Delvin 
preſented the bill, which was read a firſt time. | 

Mr. CnaxLES ONE ILL moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
| png frauds in the recovery of debts under the civil bill act. 


ve given. | 


The PxovosT moved for leave to withdraw the bill which he 
had introduced to regulate the admitſion of barriſters. He faid 
he had confulted ſome of the judges, who, upon examining the 
Roll, and carefully reading the act- of -parliamerit under Which 
barriſters are now admitted, had found that it contained eyery 
proviſion which this bill intended to eſtabliſh z but that the 
printed copies of the act were erroneous. Being, therefore, ſa- 
tisfied with the law as it now ſtands in the roll, there was no 
occaſion for him to trouble the Houſe further on the ſubjett. 
The bill was withdrawn. 1 92 


Mr. Mas ox reported from the Committee of the whole Houſe, 
an Addreſs to his Majeſty, praying that he would be graciouſly 
leaſed to confer ſome 2 his Royal bounty on that ancient 
and moſt faithful ſervant of the Houſe, Benjamin Higgins, Eſq. 
The Addreſs was unanimoully agreed to. 
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Mr. Bowes Dau preſented a bill to regulate the Election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament it was read a firſt time. 


The ArToxney GEeNnzRAL moved the order of the day, 5. e 
that the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee on the Bill 10 
prevent wexatious arreſts for Scandal. : | 

He ſaid, his intention in bringing forward the bill was to 

uiet the public mind which had been much diiturbed by the 
alarms induſtriouſly ſpread through the country, as if ſomething 
had been done injurious to the liberty of the ſubjeR. 


Mr. ChaxLes ONE II. ſaid, he was perfectly ſatisfied that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman had brought forward the bill with 
the very beſt intentions, and for the purpoſe of quieting the pub- 
lic mind; but he was free to ſay, the bill would not quiet his 
mind—and he believed would not quiet the minds of the people; 
he therefore adviſed the Right Hon. Gentleman to let it drop. 


The ArToxnty General. My object is certainly to allay 
the apprehenſions of the people: It has been circulated through- 
out i kingdom, that ſome attack has been made on the liberty of 
of the ſubject; and great pains have been taken to impreſs the 
idea, that Miniſters have connived at this attack, and protected 
the perſon who made it. My object is to remoye theſe appre- 
ben of the people, and convince them that Adminiſtration is 
incapable of countenancing or adopting any meaſure repugnant to 
liberty. Theſe are my views; but if gentlemen will declare 
themſelves convinced, as J am, that there has been no attack 
made by Miniſters upon liberty, and that there is no occaſion for 
this bill, Iwill withdraw jr, bu 


Mr. CyaxLes O'Netr. I cannot preſume to anſwer for other 
gentlemen : There are none of the lawyers now preſent who took | 
a part in the debate which gave riſe to this bill; I can only an- 
ſwer for my own opinion, which is, that this bill would put us 
in a worſe ſtate than we were in before. | | 


Mazorx Hosaxr. I ſhould hope that the Right Hon. Gen- 

tleman would not withdraw the bil, unleſs it was perfectly un- 
derſtood that it was at the deſire of the other fide ; and that there 
was no occaſion for ſuch a bill—qtherwiſe I hope the Right Hon. 
Gentleman will ſupport it, leſt giving it up ſhould be deemed a 
mode of getting rid of the ſubject. 


| Mr. Sranrzr. If gentlemen will not declare themſelves ſa- 


tified on this ſubject, I truſt the bill will go forward. I think, 
Sir, it will prove an uſeful meaſure ; for if apprehenſions have 


ä 
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been raiſed in the public mind, by a ſubje ſo long agitated, they 
ſhould be allayed as ſoon as poſſible. | 

In the beginning of this buſineſs an idea was propagated that 
ſpecial bail was not demandable in caſes of ſlander—that idea is 
now abandoned; ſince the laſt night's debate, on this ſubject, 
every lawyer in the Houſe and out of the Houſe has ſcoured it; 
yet we heard, that night, great law authoriries ſtaking their re- 
putations on the idea which 15 nq abandoned by them, and which, 
indeed, was never maintained by the learned Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt but one. 

Sir, I think the bill is a good bill, as it goes to quiet the minds 
of the people, and to prove that Adminiſtration is not only ready 
to protect the Courts of Juſtice, but is equally ready to guard the 
liberties of the ſubje&. | e | 


Mr. CHARLES O'Nꝝ IL ſaid be thought it indecent and impro- 
per to call upon him to declare an opinion for other Gentlemen, 
who were not preſent—he would not pretend to doit ; but there 
was one thing certain, that this bill would arm a Court with 
power which it had not now. ; | 


Mr. De NIS BROWN. I hope Gentlemen are now convinced of 
the juſtice and truth of what I aſſerted when this ſubject was firſt 
brought forward; that it was brought forward 1 annoy the Ad- 
miniſtration, to inſult the Fudges of the land, and to inflame the 
minds of the people. The learned Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, de- 
clared that he abſented himſelf upon that debate, becauſe he did 
think the Fudge had a right to demand ſpecial bail in a certain de- 
gree ; his Majeſty's Attorney General now brings forward a bill 
to fix the limits of the Judges diſcretian. He mentigns a particu- 
lar ſum,” but declares himſelf ready to reduce that ſum as low as 
gentlemen chuſe; yet this bill is oppoſed : Gentlemen ſeem 
afraid of being deprived of a poſſibility of complaint, 


The ATTorwey GZNERAL. I have already mentioned ſome 
motives for bringing in this bill, and if the bill gives the Judges 
any power which they have not at preſent, it is not my intention; 
my intention 1s, that the diſcretian of the Judges ſhall no longer 
be unbounded ; in the Conimittee you may draw the line of li- 
er at any reaſonable ſum you think fit though 20ol. is the 
ſum now propoſed. | | | 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the bill; 
Mr. Stanley in the Chair. 


Mr. CuaRLES O'Nz iL ſaid, he could not conceive how any 
perſon could ſwear to ſpecific damages for a libel. In the c 
which had been before the Houſe tor inſtance, the caſe of Daly, 
there appeared a yery pleaſant, witty, and he thought harmleſs 
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little poem, which no man could poſſibly ſuppoſe capable of do. 
ing any very great milchief more than a laugh: On this Daly ſwore 
injury to 'the amount of 4oool. and the Judge, exceeding all 
bounds of diſcretion, granted a Fiat to that ſum, though the ut. 
moſt a Jury conld be perſuaded to find was 2 00l.: The Judge 
might have demanded bail within diſcretion, but I am convinced 
the like error never will take place again after what has paſſed in 
this Houſe, and therefore Iam againſt the bill as making the ſitu- 
ation of the ſubje& worſe than it was before. Why, Sir, if a 
man was to advertiſe his livery ſervant for running away with his 
cloaths, under this bill I apprehend he might oblige him to give 
ſpecial bail for the ſcandal. | 
The Arrox RET GENERAL. In the debate it was on all ſides 
admitted, that Special Bail was demandable when Special Dama- 

are {worn to, no bail can be demanded ; and if they are ſworn 
to, then the bill limits the diſcretion of the Judge to 2001.—he 
may demand as much leſs as he thinks proper. Thus the hill 
aſcertains his authority, and limits his diſcretion. 

The Committee went through the bill and reported. 


— —— —— 
Tnuxspav, March 31. 


The intended Navigation Bill—the Stage Coach Bill and the 
Spirit Licenſe Bill were ſeverally read a third time and paſſed. 


Mr. Jonn Wo TE, chairman of the committee on the Tallagh 
election, reported, that it was the opinion of the Committee, that 
John Egan, and John Hobſon, Eſqrs. were not duly elected to 
ſerve in Parliament for the borough: of Tallagh. 

Ordered, that the Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the Clerk of 
the Crown, to make out a writ for the election of a Burgeſs to 
ferve in the preſent Parliament for the borough of Tallagh, in 
the room 'of John Egan, Eſq. - . 

Mr. Wolfe inſormed the Houſe, that he was direQed by the 
Committee to ſtare, that Captain John Towel, Mr. John Court- 
ney. and Daniel Tracy, who had firſt refuſed attending the Com- 
mittee in order to be examined, had ſince come in, and Captain 
Towel and Mr. Courtney were examined, and their Examination 
was fatisfatory to the Committee, and they were now in the cuſ- 
tody of the Serjeant at Arms; and though he would be * 
for vindicating and aſſerting the privileges of the Houſe, yet he 
hoped that the leniry of the Houle would be ar preſent extended 
to the perſons now in cuſtody. Acts : 25S 


Mr. Marcus BAAZSr ond, afier ſtating the circumſtances of 
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the caſe, moved, that they be called to the bar, and reprimand- 
ed by the Speaker, and then diſcharged out of the cuſtody of the 
Serjeant at Arms, paying their fees. 

On ſeveral Members ipeaking in very favourable terms of Cap- 
tain Towel, | 

Mr. Beresford amended his motion by leaving out the words, 
called to the bar, and be reprimanded by the Speaker,” and the 
motion was then agreed to, aud they were ordered to be diſchar- 
ed on paying their fees. 

Went into Committee on the bill for the better regulating the 
Foundling Hoſpital, Mr. Hayes in the Chair. 


Major DorLE reprobated in the moſt animated and glowin 
terms, the principle upon which the bill was framed. He ſaid the 
reaſon aſſigned for bringing in this bill, was the miſconduct of the 
governors and officers of the charity. If, ſaid he, the Right Hon. 
Gentleman's ſtatement 1s well founded, the governors ſhould not 
be diſmiſſed, they ſhould be decimated. The officers ſhould loſe 
their /eads, not their places. Sir, continued he, the Right Hon. 
Baronet's ſpeech on introducing this buſineſs, has been publiſhed 
in all the papers of this kingdom, and copied into thoſe of the 
neighbouring countries, and if fairly ſtated, faitens ſuch a ſtain 
upon the national character (that if not contradicted) muſt ruin the 
reputation of Ireland in the eyes of all Europe. It is aſſerted in 
the Englith prints, That a member of the Iriſh Parliament, of 
great reſpectability, had ſtated (without refutation) that [19006 
infants out of 20,000 were murdered in the courſe of ten years in 
this Hoſpital, although the charity was under the direction of 150 
of the firſt characters in the nat ion. Now, Sir, without knowing 
whether this was, or was not the ſpeech of any member of this 
Houſe, I riſe to declare it a moſt groſs, ſcandulous, and unfounded 
l:bel upon the good name of the country; and this, Sir, I ſhall prove 
to the ſatisfaction of this Houſe, and of every man who ſhall do 
me the honour to read what I now ſay, and that in a manner that 
can admit of no doubt, I ſhall prove it not by aſſertion, but by 
figures ; and thoſe founded upon the Right Hon, Gentleman's own 
ſtatement. Here Major Doyle entered into a very able ſtatement 
of figures, in which, we fear, qe cannot do juſtice to his clear and 
accurate arrangement, but which proved to a demonſtration on 
the groſs calculation, that every fourth child, inſtead of ver 
twentieth, was ſaved to the public; but that deducting thoſe 
children, (who from being born diſeaſed, could not poſſibly have 
lived in any ſituation above a week.) That then the ſaving to the 
public would be every third child, or one in three, inſtead of one. 
in twenty-one. Sir, ſaid he, the mode of calculating is ſo ſimple, 
that every man may judge berween us. The number admitted for 
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the laſt ten years to the 24th June, 1790, amounts to 19,368, 


+ 
— — 


which averaged, is yearly — — 1936 
Thoſe dead and ſtruck off, are 15,118, which averaged, is 

9 Es 5 5, 52 351. 

Which leaves a remainder ſaved e an; 

To which add thoſe reſtored to their parents annually 24 

Preſerved each year to the community e 449 


By which number, if you divide the average received, viz.— 
1936, your product will be 4, or every fourth child, that is 1 in 
' 4, inſtead of 1 in 20, as ſtated by the Right Hon. Baronet. . 


But the following ſtatement ſeems to be the juſt eſtimate by 


which to determine the good effects of the inſtitution, or the 
reverſe. It appears by the evidence of Doctor Harvey and Mr. 
Woodrooffe, two men highly eminent in their profeſſions, and of 
moſt reſpeQable charaQers, that the children who die in the infir- 
mary are ſuch, as from the nature of their diſeaſes, would have 


perithed 1n any ſituation, who came into the hoſpital with ſymp- 


toms of immediate diſſolution about them —nay, ſome of whom 
die in the very act of being received. Thoſe, therefore, as againſt 
the conduct of the governors, ſhould be deducted, as if they had 


never been received—which leaves the 
Total admitted in ten years 142197 average 1421 
Dead and ſtruck off, 9969 average 996 
Remainder 425 


To which add the average of thoſe given to parents 24 

| Preſerved remainder 449 
By which, if you divide the average admitted, 1421, your quotient 
will be 3, or i child in 3 preſerved, inftead of i in 20, as ſtated 
by the Right Hon. Member. Now, Sir, when it is conſidered 
that in the moſt accurate calculations of mortality in England, and 
indeed throughout Europe, it is allowed, that of children, even 
with their own parents, one half die before the age of three 
years—ſurely the Governors of this charity cannot be the Herods 


they bave been repreſented; in /is deſtruction of the innocents 


he might have been impelled by political views, but tex muſt 
have out-/eroded Herod could they have been ſo ſavage. In my 
calculation I have taken the average of ten years as the faireſt 
mode. Had I taken a ſingle year, as has been done, the loſs 
would have appeared leſs ; as for example 


The firſt year, from 24th June. 1780, to 24th June 1781 
total admiſſion — K n ” | : 3 $399 
Total dead and ſtruck o — — — 631 


T here remains 759 
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Which is more than one-half, that is more than 10 in 20, inſtead 
of 1 in 20, as ſtated by the Right Hon. Baronet. I muſt obſerve 
that thoſe ientioned in the colunin of ſtruck off, are by no ineans 
to be charged to the miſconduct of the charity ; but they are on 
the contrary to be credited to the humanity of the country they 
are children detained and adopted by the affections of their nurſes. 
Sir, I ſhall not trouble you with any more calculations. I truſt I 
have proved to the ſatisfaction of the committee the poſition I 
commenced with, which can be corroborated upon oath at your 


bir. Sir, I do not impute any improper motives to the Right 


Hon. Member I dare ſay he thought there was muck mi{conduQ, 
and he expreſſed his diſapprobation in very ftrong and energetic 
terms. J am no enemy to ſtrength of expreſſion, but where it goes 
to injure the character of a whole nation, it ſhould be cautiouſly 
uſed, or it ſhould be well juſtified. | | 

Sir, the Right Hon. Baronet is a very reſpeQable member of 
ſociety—but his ſpeech is therefore the more dangerous, if not 
controverted ; mankind, particularly the leaſt informed part, are 
credulous, and I ſhould not be ſurpriſed, if, in ſome diſſ ant parts 
it were believed that thole innocents were literally murdered, and 
that poſſibly credulity might go further, and believe that we 
adopted in reality the ironical advice of Swiſt, as to the diſtri- 
bution of the children of the poor. It was for this reaſon I 
thought it my duty to riſe up, and controvert what I felt, and 
what I hope you now feel, to have been an unfounded libel againſt 
this country. Sir, with reſpec to the objects ſtated by the Right 
Hon Gentleman for a future bill, I think they do him much 


credit, and inſtead of oppoſing, them, I ſhall be happy to give 


him every aſſiſtance in my power, and by withdrawing the pre- 
ſent bill, he will be more likely to carry them into effect in the 
next leſſion, in which I hope he may ſucceed, for the Right Hon. 
Gentleman has certainly rendered much ſervice by his induſtry to 
the city —and whatever political fins he may have to anſwer for, I 
do think the fountains which he has erected for the poor, will go 
very far towards waſhing them away. | 


Sir J. Brac Nn .diſclaimed every idea of paſſing any inju- 
rious reflection on the country in which he lived, and from which 
he derived fo many benefits. The ſtatement he had delivered 
was in print, and upon oath, and he contended that out of 19,420 
children admitted within the laſt ten years, no account was to be 
had of more than 1,744, and he pledged himſelf for the fat. — 
He was far from an intention to libel the country.—He only ex- 
preſſed his abhorrence of the manner in which good laws were 
abuſed—and if he had neglected to ſtate theſe grievances, when 
they came to his knowledge, he ſhould conſider himſelf little bet- 
ter than an accomplice in the guilt. He found that out of the 
number of 2180 infants 2 in the courſe of laſt year, 187 
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were now living—and out of the number of 1270, brought with. 
in the preſent year, many were from the fartheſt part of the king. 


dom came from Waterford, 40 from Galway, 50 from Bel. 


faſt; in many inſtances two or three of theſe infants came wrapped 
up in the ſkirt of a ſingle woman, and ſo bruiſed in the convey- 
ance as ſcarcely to ſurvive the firſt or ſecond day ;—and even out 
of 11 brought from Galway in the courſe of laſt week, not more 
than two were expected to live. 

He then begged leave to propoſe to the committee a plan he 


had in contemplation, effectually to remedy the evil; the mode 


by which he propofed to remedy this was, obliging every 
county infirmary, on an average, to provide for 40 children to 
be ſupported by appointments of the Grand Juries, who he was 
fure would readily.co-operate in ſo humane a purpoſe. He then 
ſtated the criminal negligence and inefficacy of theſe county infir- 
maries, in many of which there were more ſervants employed 
than parients received for pages together. 1 
Sir John ſtared, as another part of bis plan, which he propoſed 
for the ſubje& of a future bill, the eſtabliſhment of an extenſive 
- Inſtitution in Dublin, for the cure of a certain dreadful malady, 
and of eſtabliſhing a ward and diſpenſary in every county infir- 


mary for the ſame purpoſe. 


Mr. ApnERLey ſaid he was one of the oldeſt Governors of 
that charity ; that he had that day attended the Board, converſed 
with the Rev. Mr. Crofton, who acted as treaſurer, and had 
carefully examined the books, and therefore could not avoid bear- 
ing teſtimony to the accuracy of the ſtatement matle by the Hon. 
Member [Major Doyle] as to the number of children preſented to 
the community by this charity. 

After ſome converſation, in which Mr. Ponſonby, the Secretary 


of State, and Capt. Burgh, took part, Sir John conſented to with- 


draw the bill. 


Faipay, APRIL 1, 179t. 


Read a third time and paſſed the Cork butter and tallow bill, 
the inſolvent bill, the lottery inſurance bill, the bank charter bill, 
the clerk of the peace bill, the Mullingar road bill, and the 
cordage bill. | 


Loxp DzL vin reſpecting his bill for improving and beautify- 

ing Stephen's-green, ſaid, that he had official notice from the Cor- 

jon of the City of Dublin, that they did not approve the 

ill, and therefore he aſked leave to withdraw it, which was ac- 
cordingly granted. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 1791. 


The order for the third reading of the bill, to amend the a& 
for eee ſecurities by mortgage more effectual, being read, 
ic was oppoſed by Mr. O'HA RNA. A ſhort debate enſued. The 
bill was 1upported by Sir HENRY Cave npisn, and on the queſ2 
tion being put, that the bill be now read a third time, it was 
negatived. | 

The following bills were read a third time paſſed, and or- 
dered to the Lords: 

Ihe bill for incloſing and improving Merrion-ſquare. 

The bill for regulating the trials of controverted elections, or 
returns of members to ſerve in Parliament. 

The bill for eſtabliſhing a complete ſchool of phyſic in this 
kingdom. | | 

The bill to amend an act to prevent frauds in the tanning of 
hides, currying of leather, and the niaking of ſhoes and boots. 

The bill to promote a reciprocal preference between this king- 
dom and Great Britain, in the corn trade, 


The bill for ſettling and preſerving a public obſervatory and 
muſeum in the city of Armagh. 

The education bill—Mr. Dunn, of Brittas's private bill—the 
aſſiſtant barriſter's bill the Mullingar road bill—the bill to regu- 
late the coal trade=the pious uſes Lill—che glebe land bill the 
bill to prevent frauds in the execution of decrees obtained on civil 
dills—the bill for the diviſion of certain baronies in the counties 
of Donegal and Meath—the bill for erecting an apothecaries hall 
in the city of Dublin—and the bill to prevent the practice of 
ſeducing artiſts and manufacturers out of this kingdom. 


Sir Joux BLAQUIERE reported from the Committee to whom 
was referred the petition of the Royal Canal Company.—Ordered 
that the report do lie on the table. | 

He then moved that an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be pleaſed to lay 
before his Majeſty the humble defire of this Houſe that he will be 

leaſed to order a ſum not exceeding 23,000]. to be paid to the 
Haddon of the Royal Canal, to be by them expended in 
making floating and graving docks at the-termination of that canal 
on the North fade of the river Liffey, on ſimilar conditions with 


thoſe on which the ſum of 22,0001. has been granted this ſeſſion 
to the Grand Canal Company, or ſuch other conditions as the 
Chief Governor for the time being ſhall think proper, and that 
this Houſe wil] make — the fame. The motion was agreed to, 
and it was reſolved, that this Houſe will on Thurſday next re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe to take the ſaid 
motion into conſideration. | 


E e 
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Ordered, That a committee be appointed to enquire into the 
ſtate of the records in the ſeveral offices in this kingdom, and the 
manner of keeping the ſame, and to report the ſame to this 
Houfe ; and a committee was appointed accordingly. 

Ordered, That the commitree appointed to enquire in the 
ſtate and direction of the police eſtabiiſhment for the city of Dub- 
lin, the execution of the powers, and the particular diſburſements 
of the funds thereof for two years laſt paſt, have leave to fit not- 


withſtanding any adjournment of this Houſe. The Houſe then 


adjourned 10 Thurſday next. 
__————————__—_— 
TrvrsDay, APRIL 7, 1791. 


Mr. Mas ox faid, that in the money bills paſſed this ſeſſior, 
by a clerical error the duty on imported malt was omitted: He 
therefore moved for leave to bring in a bill for granting to his 
Majeſty an additional duty on imported malt. Leave was given; 
and Mr. Maſon having preſented the bill, it was read a firſt and 
ſecond time, committed, reported, read a third tune end paſſed. 

The Houſe reſolved into committee for an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty for a ſum of money to be granted to the Company of Under- 
takers of the Royal Canal; and alſo a ſum of money for rebuild- 
ing the Houſe of Induſtry. 


The order of the day for conſideting of an export bounty on 
corn from Dublin being read, 


Sir HexcvLzs Lanckrsne ſaid, I cannot avoid expreſſing 
ſome concern when I ſee, that a queſtion of ſuch magnitude as 


the preſent, ſo intereſting to the feelings and the fortunes of per- 


haps a million of your people, has been agitated in Parliament, 
without having been brought to any preciſe concluſion. — You may 
eaſily imagine the anxiety of thoſe people, when they were told 
that powerful intereſts and high authorities had made a direct at- 
tack on the exiſtence of thoſe — by whoſe bounty they had ſor 
ſo many years been cloathed and fed which had taught them in- 
duſtry, and led them to happineſs. 

We, who belong to the parts of the country, more particularly 
concerned, have received repeated letters expreſſive of this ſoli- 
citude ; and we have from time to time wiſhed, and wiſhed in 
vain, to be able to ſend them anſwers of conſolation.— To be 
able to ſay to the farmer, Tua rure manebunt.” 

But the magnitude of the ſubject has at length decided for itſelſ 


ſo far as to perſuade you that you have not ſufficient time this 


ſeſſion to form a final determination upon it, although in my mind, 


there is time enough to do every thing that human wiſdom would 


juſtify on the ſubject, which is, © do nothing. | 
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However, Sir, I yield to the general opinion, that you ſhould 
not decide any ga, athrinative or negative in any matter of 
conſequence, 1t you cannot do it in full Parliament, in a full 
Houſe of Commons ; before a full meeting of the repreſentatives 
of the people, who are intereſted in the deciſion. 1 ſhould not 
therefore at tis time have given you the trouble to hear me, if 2 
reſpectable member had nor promiſed you next ſeſſion to renew his 
attack on our preſent corn ſyſtem, and if 1 did not feel it neceſ- 
ſary to warn the attention of gentlemen againſt ſo dangerous an 
experiment. f 

Ic is a matter of ſome ſolicitude to me, to riſe with conſcious 
inferiority, in ſupport of my opinion againſt ſo powerful opponents 
as are in alliance againſt me. I have to oppoſe high authorities, 
and local intereſts. —l have to oppoſe two petitions from Dublin; 
one from the city touching its ſupply ; one from the merchants 
touching the profits of their profeſſion.— I have to oppoſe duluſion 
and intereft, perhaps equally powerful motives on the human 
mind—for we often grow attached to our errors, and embrace 
them, as mothers do their infants, with double fondneſs on ac- 
count of their imbecility.—l have to oppoſe a ſyſtem of evidence, 
as it is called, delivered by very reſpectable citizens and mer- 
chants although I muſt ſay, that after it has undergone two 


editions, with the corrections of the ſeveral authors, it appears 


in general to be no evidence at all, but a collection of eſſays and opi- 
nions, and ſpeculations of ſome gentlemen on ſubjects of which 
they are, as they confeſs, totally ignorant—and of others, who 
cannot deny that they are deeply intereſted. —What have I to op- 
pole to theſe authorities and theſe diſſertations? Nothing but 
experience - nothing but twenty counter-petitions from the diſtant 
counties and cities of lreland Nothing but the hiſtory of your 
agriculture and the proofs of its advancement, under the preſent 
ſyſtem of your corn laws; as it ſtands recorded in the journals of 
Parliament, and the returns from the proper officers which lie on 
your table. Nothing but the experience I can appeal to of every 
man who has travelled, not from Dublin to Dunleary, but thro' 
the heart of the country, of the growth of agriculture, population, 
proſperity, and order, which thoſe corn Jaws have produced 
throughout this kingdom. —Thoſe laws which you wiſh now to 
overturn, I have noching to offer againſt your ſpeculation, but 
experiencs. | 

I am ſorry to be able myſelf to plead to you long experience. 
It does not always convey wiſdom, and it always implies age. 
But I muſt confeſs, I remember well the condition of this country 
prior to the year 1758, when theſe corn bounties commenced ; 
and if I did not, your journals would refreſh my memory.—l 


remember that the metropolis of a fertile iſland was beholding for 


its bread to foreign countries e in the interior parts of our 
1 | 
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own country, hundreds of thouſands of acres of fine arable land 
were unculrivated and uninhabited. —You will read this hiſtory 
in the 1oth-vol. of your journals, page 168, and in the appendix 
- of the 24th, page 336 ; where you will find that your importation 
was your conſumption, and that, previous to 1758, you ſent our 
of the country two, three, four or five hundred thouſand pounds, 
per ann, to purchaſe corn for your ſubſiſtence. 
Every man ſaw theſe facts, and felt the calamity reſulting from 
them—bur it was a wiſe man that perceived the cauſe and pro- 
vided the remedy. Lord Pery was that man.—He ſaw that the 
cauſe lay in the peculiar ſituation of the metropolis —He ſaw that 
Dublin was placed on the ſea-coaſt; nearer in communication of 
carriage to England, than to Naas, and to America, than to Kil- 
kenny.— This wiſe man looked into the particular circumſtances 
of the caſe, rather than liſtened to the cant of abſtract principles. 
He ſaw that Dublin was not, like London, encircled by a great 
extent of fertile land, or indeed by land at all.— That if a circle 
were to be drawn of 60 miles diameter, of which Dublin was the 
centre, half of the contents of that circle would be water.— That 
ofthe other half, that is the ſemĩcii cle, being a radius of 30 miles, 
the ſouth diviſion was mountain, the north principally formed and 
firuated for paſturage, and the weſt a mixture of arable and paſ- 
ture That of this ſemicircle, after ſupplying its own conſump- 
tion, after ſupplying hay, milk, and butter to the metropolis, there 
- was not bers land enough, making allowances for the reſpite 
tillage requires, to ſupply the capital with one half of her con- 
ſumption of corn.—For I muſt obſerve that, excluſive of all 
other grain, it requires 120,000 acres of wheat ground (one halt 
alternately fallow and ſtubble) to produce 300,000: barrels of 
wheat, the ſuppoſed annual conſumption of Dublin; land alſo that 
no land will continually produce wheat. But without calculating, 
which might be, erroneous, or ſpeculating, which might be fanci- 

ful; he 7 to a demonſtration -that the neighbouring counties 
with all their advantages of contiguity.. never did produce a quar- 
ter of the ſupply of Dublin.— I he contiguous counties did not 
furniſh the ſupply, becauſe they could not produce it; and the 
remote counties could not, unleſs the confumer were to pay the 
price of the carriage ; which if he did, it would ſoon raiſe the 
price ſo high, as to throw the ſupply of Dublin into the hands of 
foreign countries, whoſe carriage to Dublin was cheaper than 
ours For it appeared that it then coſt 15. 34. to bring a barrel 
of Wheat to Dublin from Naas, and only 1s. to __ it from 

Chicheſter in Suſſex, the emporium of our ſupply at that time; 

which one ſhilling not only repayed, but remunerated by a conſi- 
derable bounty there given on the export. The effects were ade- 
quate to the cauſes—your metropolis was fed by other countries, 
and the beſt part of your country lay waſte. The firſt object of 
| Lord Pery was to recall, or rather to aſſert the ſupply of your 


- 
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metropolis to your own country; to obviate the defect of local 
firuation, and to bring the market of Dublin to the door of the 
remote and interior farmer of Ireland.—The ſimplicity of his 
lan was the wiſdom of his project and im accompliſhing this, 
he effected two prodigies of yk encouraged the farmer, 
without raiſing the price on the conſumer ; and erected great 
public granaries, at private expence. | 
And let not abſtraQ ſpeculation or ſcholaſtic confidence ſuppoſe 
that Lord Pery was a man ignorant of the common-place argu- 
ments, ſince collected and retailed from Adam Smyth and others, 
on the ſubjec of bounties, or the general objections to encourage 
arts, or agriculture through that medium.—Men who entertain 
themſelves with ſuch notions, are unacquainted with the ſcale and 
extent of Lord Pery's underſtanding. He knew that he was to 
counter ballance natural defet—delect of ſituation ; and to engage 
in a conteſt with foreign huſbandry, to encourage your own. - And 
the wiſdom of his project, was proved by its ſucceſs. He fed the 
metropolis, by bringing it to the door of the Iriſh farmer ; and 
accompliſhed the ſupply of Dublin, by the improvement of the 
country. And give me leave to ſay that when we conſider what 
he had to encounter, and what he has accompliſhed, we m_ 
mit the difficulties and the importance of his meaſures. Ws 
Seventeen years after the corn bounties were granted, in the 
year 1774, a Right Hon. Gentleman of diflinguiiaed knowledge 
and accuracy, who became afterwards ſucceilor to Mr. Pery in 
ſtation and abilities, moved in Parliament for a committee to en- 
quire into the operation and effect of this ſyſtem. The com- 
mittee came to ſeyeral reſolutions, and reported ſpecially the evi- 
dence on which they were founded. —The evidence on oath not 
only of moſt reſpectable merchants, but of thoſe who were the 
beſt informed of the particular buſineſs then under diſcuthon.— 
Ihe report was ſuch as might be expected from the accuracy that 
preſided, and the knowledge and integrity that gave teſtimony. I 
muſt beg leave to refer you tothe report at large for full informa- 
tion on the ſubject ; where you will learn not only the principles 
but the conſequences of this ſyſtem.Vou will find it in the 16th 
vol. of your journals, page 457.—And there you may read from 
the teſtimony of imports and exports for 30 years that the actual 
gain to this kingdom on the increaſe of export, and decreaſe of 
„ 111port of corn, meal, malt and flour, in the 15 years ſince the 
„ commencement of the bounty, compared with the fame for 15 
« years preceding the bounty, excluſive of all other gains, during 
that period had amounted to 1,149,171/. 1s. 6d. at the leaſt.— 
„That the agriculture of this kingdom declined from the year 
© 1727, to 1758.— That it would have declined from 1758 to the 
then preſent time (1774) in the value of 144, 8 10. yearly at the 
« leaſt, if the bounties granted on the carriage of corn, malt, 
meal, and flour had not prevented it.— That it not only has not 
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« declined fince 1758, but that it has increaſed ſo as to have been 


« greatef in the year ending Lady Day, 1773, than it was in any 


year on a medium of 15 years 1 Day 1758, in the 


„value of 315, 999“. 75. at the leaſt.— That the ſaid increaſe has 
« been occaſioned by the operation of the ſaid bounties.— That 


the erection and eſtabliſhment of large flour mills throughout 


« many parts of this kingdom, has been the principal means thro' 
« which the ſaid bounties have effected the ſaid increaſe; as the 
4 mills have appeared to have been the beſt medium for convey- 
sing encouragement to the farmer.—That any diſcouragement 
„to the mills would prevent the moſt effectual means through 
„ which the ſaid bounties are likely to operate, and thereby dif. 


© courage agriculture. And that the ſaid bounties are calculated 


te in an eminent degree to encourage agriculture ' in the internal 
« parts of this kingdom, upon the ſame principles that a bounty 
& on export would encourage it in all other parts thereof.” —Ta1s 
is the ſubſtance of the reſolutions the committee came to; and the 
teſtimony and reaſoning on which they are founded are full of 
irreſiſtable argument. | 

Mr. Colville, a merchant of very high character, experience 
and knowledge, informed the committee, that the home con- 
«« ſümption of corn muſt be conſiderably increaſed ſince the laſt 
period (ſince 1758) and he has known ſeveral quantities of flour 
« ſent to different parts of Ireland where flour was ſcarcely 
«© known in 1758.— That the tillage and agriculture of this king- 
«« dom are yearly increafing, and that he —_— thar increaſe, 
« and the great gain in the latter period, to the operation of the 
4% laws giving 2 on tie inland carriage of corn and flour to 
« Dublin ; and that in reſpect to flour, they had not any power- 
<< ful or effectual operation, till within the laſt ſeven years; and 


= n indeed within the laſt three years. That large 


«« capita 
« 5 4 perſans choſe to 1i{que the large ſums that have been lately 
< expended in building mills, until So good effects of thoſe laws 
« was viſible, and a certain confirmed experience thereof ſhould 
« ſeem to have ſecured them againſt alteration —That therefore 
« the encouragement ariſing from thoſe laws, and the ſecurity 
« of that encouragement being continued, from their being per- 


t petual not temporary acts, has induced moſt of the preſent mills 


« to be built; and he is firmly perſuaded, that if the bounty had 
not been given, there would not have been as much money ex- 
« pended in erecting mills for half a century at leaſt, as has been 
actually laid out upon them within theſe laſt ten years. 'T bat 
« the ſame encouragement which raiſed them to this accelerated 
« ſtate, beyond what would have been naturally the caſe, muſt 
t continue to nouriſh and ſupport them, until the agriculture of 
„this kingdom ſhall come to its full ſtate of perfection; or not 


5 are requiſite for the erecting mills to make flour; and 
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only no new mills will be built, but the preſent will fink into 
dec iy. | | 
« "That the eſtabliſhment of mills throughout the kingdom is 
of the greateſt advantage; that they afford a ſure and ſufficient 
marker on the ſpot to the farmer, whereby he is enabled not only 
to apply the whole of his attention to the encreaſe of his huſ- 
bandry, but alſo by keeping his horſes at home, to overcome that 
great objection to Iriſh tillage, the lateneſs of ſowing and reap- 
Ing. | 

« That they are of ſingular benefits as granaries, and are ſu- 
perior to public granaries in various reſpects ; from the regular 
{ucceſſion of their nianufacture, their ſtore of corn is perpetually 
changing and kept ſweet; whereas public repoſitories would be 
filled and emptied only once in the year. —That they are main- 
tained without expence to the public, being ſupported by the 
manufacture, which at all events, muſt be paid for in ever 
country; whereas the expence and almoſt impoſſibility, of pre- 
ſerving corn ſweet and untainted in public ſtores would be great, 
and the miller lays in on the cheapeſt rerms he can, from ſelf- 
intereſt, but there is no ſelf-intereſt to enſure the ſame economy 
in the diſpoſition of public money. ; 

That by containing ſuch large ſtores of corn, they ſteady the 
price of grain for the farmer, preventing irs being too high to 
encourage a ſudden jinport, and too low to diſcourage tillage ; 
for, previous to their eſtabliſhment, wheat was {old in winter for 
ſeventeen ſhillings the barrel, in the ſummer following at thirty 
ſhillings ; but in the laſt year, though there was a plentiful crop, 
it was not in winter under one pound three ſhillings.” | 

And here the committee obſerve, that ſuch granaries ſeem pecu- 
liarly adapted to the circumſtances of this country ; the huſband- 
men here not being in general poſſeſſed of capitals ſufficient to 
enable them to keep their corn till ſummer, and moſt of them 
being under a a to threſh and ſell it before May, in order 
to make up their November rents; the exceſs of ſale beyond the 
conſumprion at that ſeaſon, would either lower the price to the 
diſcouragement of the farmer, or would cauſe the whole ſurplus 
to be exported at a ſmall value, if the miller did not then buy 
and ſtore it up ; conſequently corn would become ſcarce and dear 
before the next harveſt, and perhaps, a neceflity be induced of 
buying back our own corn again at a loſs. —And this is evinced 
by experience; for our imports of corn have generally been 
greateſt in ſummer, particularly when we have exported over- 
much in the ſpring preceding. N | 

Mills too | 2, this advantage over public granaries, that the 
fear of the market being ſpoiled. by the opening” of ſuch large 
magazines, will deter private perſons from keeping a ſufficiency 
of corn in their ſtores, even to carry on their buſineſs with profit, 


o 
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and conſequently trade would decline, whereas the mills are diſ- 
perſed, and all ſtores being private, all are on equal footing. 
It appeared to that committee, that the expence of the bounty 
had encreaſed in proportion as the import of corn had ayer geo 
a certain evidence of the effectual wy be operation of the 
bounty, and a clear proof that theſe bounties will be of expence 
to the public, only in proportion as they prevent importation, 
and that the more the kingdom impoveriſhes itſelf, by ſending 
abroad money for corn, the leſs will the Treaſury be called upon 
to ſupply them- Our import was never ſo ſmall, nor the amount 
of the bounty ſo great, as in the laſt year. 
The committee further obſerved that all the bounties paid ſince 
the commencement, for 15 years, did not amount to one half of 
the profit occaſioned by them to our agriculture in the one year 
ending laſt March. And that upon the moderate ſuppoſition that 
one eighth part of the profits ofthe kingdom 1s paid to the revenue, 


| theſe bounties have occaſioned in the laſt year, profits in agricul- 


culture wich have increaſed the public revenue to a larger amount 
than the bounties of the ſame year have deducted from it; and 


and they are of opinion that even if the abſolute gain of money in 


the laſt i 5 years of 1,151,007]. had not accrued to this nation, 
the revenues would have fallen in a much greater proportion. 

I have detailed ſo much of this report, in order to ſtate tothe 
Tan man the principles, and to every man the conſequences 
of our corn ſyſtem. ' But I muſt again refer you to the report at 
large.—As the commentary of one great man, on the work of ano- 
ther great, man. It contains much uſeful information on the ſub- 
ject, and is a faithful hiſtory of the benefits reſulting from theſe 
7 as far as Lady Day, 1773. 

From that day to this—from Lady Day 1773, to 1790, (com- 

rehending a ſpace of 17 years) you find the accounts on your 
* 0 of imports and exports (vol. 24. ap. 336).— The returns 
of this ſeſſion now on your table. The teſtimony of every witneſs 
that has been produced in order to overturn the ſyſtem.— The 
very petitions againſt it now before you all concur in proof, that 
3 agriculture has regularly and rapidly encreaſed from that day to 
this.” 5 | | | 

I have in my hand a return from the proper officer of the value 
of our imports and exports of corn during this period; which is a 
deciſive confirmation of this fact. By this it appears that in the 
17 years ſucceeding the 4 I have referred to; that is, from 
Lady Day 1773, to Lady Day 1790. The value of your corn, 
ground and unground, 


* 


Exported was L. 3,574,065 11 6 
Imported was | 1,029,575 18 3 
Ballance to the Nation L. 2,544,489 13 5 | 
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Here, Sir, is an addition, by the operation of your corn ſyſ- 
tein, of above two millions and an half of money to the capital 
of your nation, to produce trade, proſperity, and revenue, Here 
you received an acceſlion, inſtead of Jing as much from your 
capital in that period; which muſt have been the caſe if you had 
not adopted thoſe laws and thoſe bounties, which you now think 

roper to depreciate.—And therefore they may be fairly ſaid to 
2 made a difference to the amount of five millions in that 
dime. | ' 

Who then will liften to ſpeculations againſt ſuch fads as I haye 
ſtated and proved? who will liſten to your projects, againſt their 
own experience? who will ſuffer himſelf to be deluded into an 
irrevocable ſurrender of a ſyſtem, that has proved itſelt by ſuch 


— EIT - E 

— — . — - 
— 
ING 


- rr 


© 


public benetus ? | 

I have another paper in my hand, containing an account of the 
interchange of corn between Great Britain and Ireland tor the laſt 
ten years, publiſhed in England, —By this it appears that in this 
commercial intercourſe for that period, Ireland lias had a ballance 
in her favour to the following amount, 


Of Oats and Oatmeal, 1.378888 Quarters. 
Wheat, — 100,008 Quarters. 


Barley, — — 110,342 Quarters. 
Flour, — — — 95,737 Hundreds. 


The value of which, at the loweſt calcu- . 
lation is, | L. 1,464,959 


From this if you deduct a ballance of malt ayainſt us of 
193,730 quarters, worth about L. 242,161 there remains a bal- 
lance in our favour of G. 1,224,797 ; and yet, with ſuch docu- 
ments in my hand, I hear merchants attempting to prove, and 
members of parliament endeavouring to periuade, that you ſhould 
relinquiſh a ſyſtem, which has been proved ſo beneficial to 
Ireland, and adopt one that has been proved ſo diſadvantageous to 
England. - | | 

Ido admit, that fince the year 1758, ſeveral additions and im- 
provements were made to the ſyſtem of Corn Bounties ; but un- 
til this time there never was an attack made on their principle. In 
1774, the rudiment of an export bounty was laid. —In 1778, the 
coalt and canal bounties were added.—In 1780, the inland boun- 
ty on malt and flour, was exactly proportioned to the expence of 
the carriage, for the purpoſe of equalizing the benefits to every 
part of the country.—In 1780, an operative bounty on export 
was granted; and in 1784, the ſyſtem was completed by the law 
called Mr. Forſter's Law. | 

Iam ready to allow, that this was a wiſe and a beneficial law, 
and the Right Hon. author is intitled ro that credit with the pub- 
lic for it, which is the beſt reward for public ſervice. This law, 
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completed our Corn ſyſtem, and has contributed much to the be- 
fits 1 have ſtated. | | 
The principle of this law is obvious. —That the #nter/or coun- 
try was to have the Dublin markers brought to its dcor, for the 
encouragement of national agriculture, and the ſupply of the me- 
tropolis againſt foreign grain. That the contiguities to the ſea 


thould enjoy their natural advantages, to ſupply Dublin by coaſt. 


bounty, or to export on an export bounty, when there ſhould be 
a foreign demand.—And the framer of this law, wiſely, at that 
time, Judging that Dublin was not the natural ſeat of an export 
trade of Corn; and that it was impoſlible to give her an export 
bounty, without taking froni her other bounties more accommo- 
dated to her conſumption, and more productive to the tillage of 
the nation, in expreſs terms removed ſome doubts that had been 
before entertained, and poſitively declares,.— I hat no export 
* bounty all be paid from Dublin, nor from the intermediate 
6 * between Wicklow and Drogheda.” 
ow Sir, though the export bounty laws have been an improve- 
ment to the ſyſtem, I mutt in juſtice to Lord Pery ſay, that agri- 
culture had rapidly encreaſed before their inſtitution. The re- 
port of the committee of 1774, has proved its progreſs from 
2750, to Lady-day, 1773—and one of the returns I have before 
erred to yeu, will ſhew you the continuation of its progreſs 
from 1773 to 1780, (when the operative export bounty began.) 
In which period of ſeven years, your export of Corn amount- 
ed to 664,0801.—Your import to 367,409l.—and conſequently 
there was a ballance in that time added to = national wealth, of 
297,67 1l.—And after paying every juſt acknowledgment to the 
policy of the export bounties, I muſt lay, that without the prepa- 
ration, and afterwards the aſſiſtance of the inland bounty, they 
would not have ſucceeded. —They have not ſucceeded in London, 
though London is ſo much better ſituated for drawing a ſupply 
from her own country, than Dublin is; for at this day a great 
Proportion of her comſumption is brought from Holland and other 
countries, and ſoms even from Ireland—and England is now in- 
viting a ſupply of grain from every quarter of the world ; and 
there are now 1n the port of London, many Dutch and Pruſſian 
_ hips, laden with Corn. No leſs than forty came in, in one day. 
And let me here obſerye in what new difficulties your new pro- 
jects would leave the ſupply of Dublin ! in how much a worſe 
tuation than it was in he year 1758 !—Mr, Forſter's Jaw ex- 
cludes foreign Corn till the price amounts to 308. a barrel; and 
under this prohibition of a foreign reſource you would ftrike off 
the bounties that encourage the farmers of your own country to 
Taiſe Corn for your ſupply. It 
I ſtated before that = was a regular increaſe of agriculture 
from 1758 to 1780—before an operative export bounty exiſted. — 


H rhe inland bounty had not ſupplyed the conſumption of Dublin, 


FP ISS ˙ wäVAJAA NET IE Wore ITO ̃ ], mr = wr Ser Br e ' HT RY = Twr FF: My WA” TR © 


rr = 8. A. —— — 


179¹⁴4 8 F 427 


ſhe would have imported foreign Corn for her ſupply ; and then 
we ihould not have had any of thoſe ballances in our favour 
which 1 have ſtated to you, and which have ſo eminently pro- 
moted the national wealth.—lt was the inland bounty which, by 
enſuring to the lriſſi farmer a market for his Corn, to the amount 
of 6c0,000]. per annum, firſt promoted the tillage that produced 
the Corn which has become ſufficient both for your ſupply and 
your export.—lt was the inland bounty that erected thoſe great 
granaries and markets at the farmer's door, which are ready to 
- receive his Corn at competent prices, without waſting his time 
and horſes by long and expenſive journeys, and diverting from the 
buſineſs of his huſbandry,—lIt was this gave the farmer a confi- 
dence to plough, as it gave a confidence that he ſhould not be 
under- ſold at the marker of Dublin by the difference of the price 
of carriage. Beſore this inſtitution he knew he could not reach 
the metropolis on equal terms with foreign countries. — I hat Naas 
could not contend with Chicheſter, nor Kilkenny with America; 
and if he could not come on equal terms, he would not come at 
all. He would not continue to plough or to ſow; and he knew 
that agriculture had a powerful rival in the advanced prices of 
every article of the victualling trade.- -Being not aſſured of home 
conſumption, he would not plough for foreign export, though 
ſituated on the ſea coaft ; becauſe when his crops were grown he 
might not have a foreign demand. The encouragement of the 
farmer, is the certainty of the home conſumption ; His ſecurity, is 
the export for any poſſible redundency. In England the great 
object of their export bounty was this — By making a proviſion 
for their ſuperfluity, they provided for their conſumption; for 
the export of Corn, as an article of commerce, bore a {mall pro- 
portion indeed to their conſumprion ; never more than as one to 
thirty two, at preſent not as one to 50, and they import as much 
as, and ſometimes more than, they export, —and let me obſerve 
that, while the export of England with all her bounties is to her 
conſumption as 1 to 50, the latt year's export of wheat and flour 
from Dublin (deprived ef bounty and prohibited 1n export as ſhe 
ſays ſhe is) was to her conſumption as one to twelve, which is 
five times as much as the relative export of all England, and per- 
haps as much as Dublin ought to export. Ny 
And let me tell the witneſs who talked of the novelty of our 
ſyſtem, and the ſuperior wiſdom of the Englith Corn laws, that 
we are apt to indulge a paſſion of ſelf degradation, and to ſup- 
poſe every nation our ſuperior in every thing. —l verily believe 
bur ſyſtera of Corn laws is wiſer and better than any other nati- 
on has produced, and certainly than that of England, as experi- 
ence has proved.—I don't move one ſtep without experience ty 
conduct me; I don't ſtate one fact without proofs to confirm me. 

When I talk of the raſhneſs and abſurdity of your rejecting a 
ſyſtem of laws that have proved beneficial to Irchand, in order ie 
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5 adopt a ſyſtem that has proved unſucceſsful in England, I ſtand 
on the authority of England herſelf—of the Parliament of Eng- 
land, and the wiſeſt members of it, who are this moment employed 

in correcting the errors of their ſyſtem. : 

I believe England in general to be the wiſeſt nation in the 
world; but there never was a nation wiſe enough to be incapable 
of error; and there is ſomething ſo complicated in the double 
purpoſes of corn, as food and as merchandize, that nothing but 
experience can decide on the laws that regulate it. 

n the Britiſh Parliament at this day, fome of the greateſtmen 
that ever fat in any aſſembly, are employed to reſorm thoſe laws 
under which their agriculture has declined. In the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment, you are adviked to abolith thoſe laws under which your 
agriculture has flouriſhed, | 

It was obſerved in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, I think by 
no Jeſs a man than Mr. Fox, (and there can ſcarcely be a great- 
er) that under the Jaws that ſubſiſted in England from 1702 to 
1773, agriculture had flouriſhed, they were enabled to ſupply 
their own conſumption, and were moreover an exporting coun- 
try.—lIn 1773, ſome ſpeculative men altered the corn 1yſtem, 
and from that day to this, agriculture has declined, their export 

has been improvident, and they are beholden to other countries 
for bread.—In the Iriſh Houſe of Commens, we ſhew you, that 
previous to the introduction of our preſent corn ſyſtem, our til- 
lage declined, and we imported for ſubſiſtence.— That fnce, it 

N has ſo rapidly increaſed, that from that ſame year 1773 to 1790, 
the 1 in our favour of export above import, amounted to 

2,544.4 | 
Nee idm of the Britiſh Parliament is about to alter a ſyſ- 
tem that has proved unſucceſsful. Whilſt the raſhnefs of innova- 
tion ſolicits the Irith Parliament to aboliſh a ſyſtem that has been 
crowned with ſucceſs - not only to reject the laws that have 

© . advantageous to yourſelves, but to adopt the laws that 
ave proved inſufficient to thoſe who have tried them. 

And here let me take notice of an obſervation of one of your 
witneſſes, a gentleman whoſe travels I ſhould ſuppoſe have not 
been vöry extenſive into the country.—He tells you, that corn 
carriage bounties are peculiar to Ireland, and though the corn 
„ carriage bounties have been of conſiderable advantage to Ire- 
land, yer he conceives it to be the nation in Europe to which 

. that ſyſtem is leaſt neceſſary.— For Ireland is a compact iſland, 
% with many ports and navigableTivers.” Is 

That it has ports I admit, which formerly ſerved to receive 
corn from other countries. But as to navigabla rivers, they 
have eſcaped my obſ:rvation.—There is not, I believe, a culti- 
vated country in Europe, in which there are ſo few? I do not 

, know in this whole kingdom, which the gentleman talks of, as 
if be were talking of Holland, more than two inſtances, of any 
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thing like inland navigation. The one, at belonging to Newry, 
which has no relation to the preſent ſubject. The other the Ca- 
ral from Dublin to Monaſtereven, which 1s a conveyance for 
twenty-nine miles.—TI know very well there are three or four 
great rivers in Ireland, through which, when the waters are 
neither too high nor too low hen they are neither diſturbed 
by floods, nor obſtructed by ſhallows, you may ſend boats daun 
the fiream for certaing reaches, and at critical times, and draw 
them up again by hs tees of labour and great expence. But as 
to a regular aſcertained water carriage through this country, it 
is a dream. It may be the object of your withor your propheſy, 
but it is not in your poſſeſſion. 3 

Let us now examine the two petitions that have produced this 
inquiry. — The one from the city, the other from the merchants 
of Dublin. —Petitiens which from the conſideration of the parties 
petitioning, deſerve to be treated with every degree of reſpect 
thort of blind acquieſcence, or a neglect to the duties we owe to 
the nation at large.— The corporation of the city have petitioned 
you 8 for an export bounty, to give them plenty.— The 
merchants have petitioned you for an export bounty, to give 
them a lucrative branch of commerce. 

The city petition does not expreſsly offer to relinquiſh the 
other bounties for an export bounty, becauſe I believe if it did, 
the citizens would not have been prevailed on to agree to it; how- 
ever, its compoſition is ſo managed as to go to it directly. For 
it ſays, © That a bounty on export is the only ſafe and certain 
means of ſecuring cheapneſs and plenty to the metropolis. And 
my Lord Mayor confirms the tendency of theſe words. 

I will now ſtate the ſubſtance of theſe petitions. 

In the firſt place, they admit the general increaſe of agricul- 
ture.—In the next place, they complain of a late ſcanty * nana | 
of a continued dearneſs and ſcarcity ; and that their price of 
bread is higher in compariſon to the reſt of the — than hi- 
therto had been cuſtomary.— — They then complain that it is 
owing to their having no export bounty, and that they are thereby 
excluded from the corn export trade. They Jay that an export 
bounty would give them a better ſupply and a cheaper conſumption ; 
and that it would encourage agriculture in the contiguous coun- 
ties. —Further they ſay not ! 

Now Sir, with all manner of reſpe& for theſe petitions, I 
muſt aſſert, that there ĩs not one of thoſe 2 (one only ex- 
cepted— the general improvement of agriculture), which they have 


been able to prove.—Nay ! There is not one of them that has 
not been ſubſtantially confuted, by the papers on your table, by 
the records on your Journals, and the teſtimony of thoſe reſpec- 
table merchants, who have favoured us with their ſpeculations 
concerning a bounty on that branch of trade which they them- 
ſelves purſue, 
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| Their firſt admiſſion of the general improvement of agricul- 

ture, admits the accompliſhment of the firft object of our corn 

laws.—As to the ſecond, the ſupply of the metropolis ; their 

complaint, Of a late ſcanty ſupply, of continued dearneſs, 
and ſcarcity,” is contradicted by every paper on your table. 

By the report of 1774, which I have ſtated, it appears that 
ſeventeen years ago, the average price of bread corn, was 11. 4s. 
34. per barrel—which is higher than the prices have been for ſe- 
veral weeks paſt, and very little lower than the average of nine 


months ending laſt February, which, as returned to us by the 


r officer, was 1/. 5s. 5d. : 

The ſame officer returned to us the average price of the coun- 
try markets for the ſame period, which was 11. 6s. 944. per bar- 
rel.— That is 1s. 44d. higher than the price of the Dublin mar- 
ket z which reports confute the other charge of the proporti- 
onable dearneſs of bread to the other markets.” | 

Does this beſpeak any thing like ſcaniy ſupply or continued 
dearneſs and ſcarcity ?—So great an uniformity of price, and ſo 
moderate a price, for ſeventeen years! and a cheaper market in 
Dublin than in the country Ils that like ſcarcity ?—No ! Sir 
My Lord Mayor has told you © he had heard there was a ſcarcity 
twenty-five years ago, and that which has prevented it ſince he 
believes was the inland bounty.” Do you imagine the city of Lon- 
don with all ber wiſe laws, and with forty corn thips from Zea- 
land and from Pruſſia in her harbour, is ſupplied as cheap as 
you are ?—She is not. I have the return in my hand, of the 
London corn-market of the twenty-eighth of March, by which 
[ ſee the medium price of wheat was ſorty- ſeven ſhillings per 
quarter, which being reduced to our barrel of twenty Rone, is 
twenty-nine ſhillings and fourpence-halfpenny Englith, of our 
. one pound eleven ſhillings and ninepence-halfpenny per 

rrel. ; 
You ſee upon what grounds the city of Dublin complains of 
ſcarcty—and if there was ſcarcity (which there is not) conſider 
the remedy ſhe would have you apply to the evil—at one ſtroke 
to aboliſh the ſeveral bounties that have been granted for her ſup- 
8 very bounties which my Lord Mayor has told you 
have protected us from ſcarcity for twenty-five years.— That have 
brought corn fields of an hundred miles diſtance to your doors. — 
That have enabled all the farmers and millers in the nation, to 
ſend you flour for your bread, and malt for your beer, diſcharg- 
ed from the expence of carriage. That have erected throughout 
the kingdom 250 great granartes and repoſitories of er for the 
encouragement of tillage, and the aſſurance of your ſupply! 

Do you think the good ſenſe of the citizens of Dublin can be 
deluded into a perſuaſion, that to aboliſh this ſyſtem would be 
to give them plenty? That the farmers will preſs in greater 
crowds to their market, or ſell their barrel of wheat, or t 
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hundred and an half of flour, the cheaper to them, becauſe they 
were to bring it enhanced by the expence of the carriage, that is 
of 28. 6d. if it come 30 miles; 3s. 44. if it come 40 miles; 5s. 
if it come 60 miles; and ſo on, accumulating with the diſtance ? 
Will they not begin to entertain ſuſpicions of any man who 
mould argue with them thus againft their comnion ſenſe, and 
conimon experience? | | 
Tue carriage muſt be paid either by the conſumer or the far- 
mer, — If the lowneſs of inarket throws the payment on the far- 
mer; the remote and interior farmer muit ceaſe to raiſe Corn for 
that market, and has no other.—lf the carriage be paid by the 
conſumer (that is by raiſing the price of the market in that pro- 
portion) the conſequence will be, that when the conſumption of 
Dublin, and its export forced by an export-bounty, ſhall have 
exhauſted the produce of the neighbouring counties, the remote 
carriage muſt ſo enhance the price of the market as to open your 
ports, and ſend you where you went belore, in the year 1758, to 
other countries to look for bread. 
Let me'aſk the citizens of Dublin, if on this ſuppoſed export 
plan, the merchants flores were filled with Corn; do they ima- 
ine their conſumption would be better aſſured of a cheap ſupply 
be the ſtores of thoſe half a dozen merchants than from the 
numberleſs granaries throughout the kingdom that are daily watch- 
ing their demand to pour in their ſupply ? - muſt you notſee how 
99 more the market of Dublin would in that caſe be at the 
mercy of thoſe merchants than it is now at the mercy of 250 mil- 
lers, many of whom are out of the reach of export, and who are 
too numerous and too remote from each other to be capable of 
combination ?—and | further beg leave to point out to your ob- 
ſervation, this natural concluſion ; if the merchant can get a 
bounty of 3s. 4d. a barrel on his wheat if he exports it, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that he will not make you, if you buy it for your 
. comſumption, pay him that 3s: 4d. which he loſes by ſelling it to 
vou. | 
And here let me tell you, without thinking it prudent to en- 
large on the remark, that there, are innumerable objections to 
the idea of having the ſupply of Dublin hoarded or ftored in 
Dublin. The e. Nene controul of the market 1s thereby placed 
in the hands of a few, and ſometimes the extraordinary controul 
may be aſſumed by the multitude. Great magazines of corn are 
not at all times the proper ſpectacle to entertain the eyes of the 
multitude ; and the admirable policy of our granary ſyſtem always 
prevents there being large ſtores in Dublin. | 
I remember Mr. Colville in his examination of 1774, ſays, 
He never knew a time when the factors of Dublin altogether 
had as much Iriſh flour in their ſtores as would ſupply the 
city for one week; and generally ſcarce ſufficient for half a 
week.“ Therefore if the two worthy magiſtrates, the preſent 


— 
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and the late Lord Mayor, who favoured us with their ſentiments 
on this ſubject, had been informed of this circumltance of our 
_ preſent corn ſyſtem, they would not have entertained the ſolici- 
rude they felt (and felt on motives highly praiſeworthy) at finding 
once or twice, the ſupply only of a few days in the factors ſtores 
— They would then have known that this was a circumſlance of 
trade, not a ſymptom of ſcarcity. | 
And here, Sir, let me further obſerve, that if the ſupply of 
Dublin were hoarded up in the ſtore-houſes of four or five mer- 
chants within the city, theſe merchants would not only have a 
dominion over the prices of conſumption, but over the prices that 
by law regulate the export. — They would be arbiters of your 
food and of your commerce.—]hey would, by having in them- 
ſelves the management of the prices of grain, be enabled to fa- 
bricate an artificiat and heed plenty at critical periods, which 
would enable them to export for their own profit at times when 
there might be an actual ſcarcity throughout the kingdom, and 
the conſequence would be that they would be obliged to import 
— for your ſubſiſtence. Such things I believe have already 
a 


But in no inſtances could they be ſo practicable, in- 


deed ſo inevitable, as under the propoſed ſyſtem” of an export 
from Dublin. | 

The merchants ideas (as explained by one of their commen- 
tators) take another, and, in my humble opinion, a more deluſive 
turn.— They would have you ſtrike off entirely the bounties on 
the carriage of grain, diminith the bounties on malt and fiaur, and 

ive them an optional export bounty, on repaying their other 
—_— - 

I need not tell you that the moſt prudent, though decided ene- 
mes, to our bounties would attack them by gradual advances ; and 
that the natural progreſs to annihilation, is diminution. 

I need not tell you that no human vigilance cou id guard this 
ſcheme of commutation from fraud; where the oath of any man is 


to be concluſive on every man—where you can have no controul 


on fraud but the faith and truth of that obligation—and where, 
if that truth ſhould be defective, the flour that came to Dublin 
from Cork on a bounty of 4s. per hundred may happen to be 
exporred, as if it came from Naas on a payment of 64. per 
hundred and receive an export bounty of 1s. 114. aſterwards.— 
Such things are poſſible; and ſunilar things have happened in our 
corn bounties, 2 

To obtain this they offer the ſtate a ſaving of forty or fifty 


thouſand pounds a year. 


In the firſt place if the prafticablity of fraud did not render 


their project inadmiſſible, I ſay their. offer is a deluſion.— f their 
propolals were accepred, the ſupply of Dublin, excluſive of the 


export bounty, would be more expenſive than it is at preſent— 
you would export the produce of contiguous, and your conſump- 


an 
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tion would be that of remote countries—your conſumption would 
be in four, for which a carriage bounty wopld be received ; and 
if to the conſumption of Dublin you add a proviſion for a forced 
export, you will eaſily ſee how wide you muſt extend the circle 
that is to furniſh {o great a ſupply, and from what a great diſtance 
and conſequently at What a great expence the flour would come 
that was to ſupply your own conſumption. - 

The natural conſequence of all theſe ſpeculations would be, 
that in the beginning of the year, when the farmers were obliged 
to fell their corn to pay their rents, and when it would there- 
fore be cheap, you would export the produce of the near counties; 
and when you had exhauſted their produce, and had no inland to 
{ſupply you on equal terms from the remote parts of the country, 
the high price of the market would open your ports to a ſupply 
from foreign countries—you would then export to feed other 
countries with corn when 1t was cheap, and you would import to 
feed yourſelvas when it was dear yon would maintain foreign 
manufacturers with Iriſh corn, when the price was low; and. 
you would maintain Iriſh manufacturers with foreign corn, when 
the price was high.—But the merchaut would gain alike on each 
tranſaction. . 

Allow me to illuſtrate this ſpecies of commerce, to which 
ſome gentlemen's arguments tend. — If you export one hundred 
thouſand barrels of wheat in the month of November, and one 
hundred thouſand barrels in May, your national import and ex- 
port are equal in quantity. But if your export in November is at 
twenty ſhillings the barrel, and your import in May at thirty ſhil- 
lings the barrel. —The nation receives tor the firſt one hundred 
thouſand pounds, and pays for the ſecond one hundred and fiſty 
thouſand pounds. — So the nation loſes fifty thouſand pounds by 
the tranſaction, and the ſtate will have ou near ſeventeen thou- 
{and pounds for this loſs. —But the merchant is ſtill the gainer. 

But to ſhew that I do not ſpeak from mere conjecture, from 
mere ſpeculation ; I can ſhew you that this is the caſe of England 
at n In looking over the returns of the Engliſh Corn 


Trade, I ſee every year ſome inſtances of this improvident ex- 


port, and injurious import. 


| Quarters. 
In the year 1778, their export of wheat and flour . 
was — — — , 141, oo 
Their import the ſame year was — 106, ooo 
In 1781, their export was — — 103,000 
| Their import in the ſame year was — _ 159,000 


And at this day they pay a great ſum of money in export bounty, 
and yet import conſiderably * e export. 3 
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The next allegation of theſe petitioners is, that for want of 
this export bounty they are excluded from export.” 

Why Sir, the ſact is not ſo? —Laſt year, (excluſive of inferior 
articles of grain) their export was this | 


Of Oats, _ _ — 2374 Barrels. 
Oatmeal, _ wy 8426 Hundreds: 
Wheat, — — 2913 Barrels. 
Flour, — — 28,039 Hundreds. 


And this, let me fay, is a very conſiderable export for the 
metropolis, which is firſt to ſupply a conſumption of grain, to 
the value of ſix hundred thouſand pounds per annum, and a much 
greater export, proportioned to its conſumption, than that of the 
whole kingdom of England proportioped to hers. 

And this will always be the caſe when the ſtate of the national 
fupply of corn will allow it, tho' you do not make any change in 
the preſent ſyſtem.— This will be the caſe from the reaſons, 
amongſt others, which the merchants themſelves candidly ſtate 
in their petition, The infinite advantages Dublin has over other 
ports in capacity for export.—In capital In ſhipping—Iu cor- 
reſpondence In eontiguity, and ſo forth.” To which add, that 
every hundred weight of flour they export is brought to their 
ſtores for nothing, which does not happen to any of the oller 
ports in Ireland, where if they receive one ſhilling and eleven 

| Pence bounty on export, they generally have paid one-half of 
that fum for the expence of carriage. —If you add this circum- 
- ance to the other boaſted advantages of the metropolis for export, 
I believe you will þegin to think, that Dublin — 5 firſt object 
muſt be her own . wk export her redundancy, which 

is all ſhe ought to export, on terms nearly, if not altogether, as 
advantageous as Dro * or Cork or Waterford can, although 
they have the benefit of an export bounty,. and Dublin has not. 

The two laſt allegations of the Dublin petitions, taken toge- 

ther, produce a whimſical concluſion. 

They ſay, giving an export nz to Dublin, is to produce 
Flenty and lower the prices,” and they alſo ſay, it is to encourage 


agriculture in the contiguous counties. —So the county of Kildare 


is to be encouraged into tillage, by making the market for her 
grain wworſe, that is, lowwer, than it is at preſent.— The late 
worthy repreſentative of that county, if he were to ſucceed in 
kis preſent purſuit, might return to his countrymen, and bid 
them ſell their milch-cows, their ſheep, and their bullocks; 
Plough up their meadows; turn their ſhepherd's crooks into 

les, and their ſcythes into plough-ſhares ; turn every thing to 
tillage ; for that he had accompliſhed a proje& which would 


reduce the market of Dublin, and make it afford them a herr 


ice than ever, for the corn they may raiſe! 


They will ſcarcely I beliere be perſuaded by ſuch a courſe of 
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reaſoning, even with the explanation given by a ſpecul:tive 
witneſs who told you, that ** though they may have a load mar- 
ker, they would have a regular market.” However J fancy if it 
were to be /aw, with ever ſo much uniformity, it would not en- 
courage them to tillage ; and that they would prefer, as an encou- 
ragement to agriculture, the continued /carcity the petitioners 
complain of, as producing to them a continued high price. 

But we who belong to the remote and interior counties are 
ſuppoſed to have ſome peculiar and excluſive intereſt in the pre- 
ſervation of theſe bounties.— T's true Sir, we have an intereit in 
them, as they have produced tillage and population in great tracts 
of our country, where neither were to be {een before; and where 
neither in a ſhort time would be ſeen again, if you were to de- 
prive them of the aid of theſe bounties, in ſupplying the market 
of Dublin. But their intereſt is the intereſt of the nation. —The 
improvement of any part, is the benefit of the whole; unleſs 
ſuch improvement detract from any other part. The linen ma- 
nufacture of the north brings money into the nation, that cireu- 
lates to the agriculture of the ſouth ; and if we were to import 
our bread from other countries, our linens muſt go out to pay for 
it ; and the two millions of money added in 5 years to the capital 
of the nation by our corn ſyſtem, has its operation towards the 
encouragement of our linen, and every other manufacture.—If a 
man belonging to the counties of Armagh, or Antrim, had tra- 
velled through the ſouthern, and weſtern counties of Ireland, in 
1758, he would not have been an indifferent ſpectator of their 
depopulation and waſte. —He would have lamented to ſee great 
tracts of arable land uncultivated ; whilſt we were ſending three 
or four hundred thouſand pounds a year, to other countries to - 
procure bread for our metropolis ; and he would at this day feel 
himſelf intereſted in oppoſing any raſh 1 eculations, that mighr 
hazard the return of thoſe counties to AIRES in order to re- 
cover this branch of foreign commerce, which would be ſo bene- 
ticial to the merchants who ſolicit it. | 

But whilſt we are contending for the permanence of theſe - 
bounties as a beneficial ſyſtem, we have been charged, as if we 
were ſcrambling tor ſo much of the public money, to be divided 
amonglt the farmers of the ſouth ! —If it were ſo, the ſucceſs of 
ſuch a ſcramble would be inconſiderable indeed—it would be 
ridiculous !—Mr. Geale ſays There are not above twelve 
counties that bave any material. intereſt in the carriage bounties.” 
Theſe twelve counties don't contain lefs than a million of people, 
and every one of thoſe people bas a ſhare in this intereſt. If 
then you were to take the inland bounty of 60,000). and divide it 
equally amongſt them, each perſon would receive exactly the 
ſum of 1444. —This ſhews you the abſurdity of ſuch common 
place charges.— This ſhews * the money Is no object, hut 
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the viſe application of it. This ſum of money, which, if di- 
vided, would oniy produce 144 to each individual, has been 
fufficient ro erect and maintain throughout this country 250 great 
granaries and markets at the farmer's door ; and theie arc the 
great incitement and reward of his induſtry. | 

Gentlemen who inhabit the countics contiguous to Dublin 
complain, that theſe bounties rob them of their natural advan— 
tages !—l denP the charge—they take nothing from tem, but 
they communicate ſome ot thoſe advantages tothe remote counties 
Hand it is the duty of the legiflature to do ſo in all poſlible caſes ; 
not to act on local preferences, but as far as it is practicable, to 
communicate equal benefits to all. But ſtill the contiguous coun- 
nes have decided preferences. Beſide the common benefits of be- 
Ing near to a great general market, they have in the article of 
corn under the preſent laws, a preference; in flour and malt 
they are equal; in wheat, oats and barley greatly ſuperior to the 
remote counties. 

When theſe counties had the market of Dublin to themſelves, 
they were unequal to its ſupply ; they were obliged to divide it 
with England, and other countries. —If you now tell me 
theſe contiguous counties have a capacity to ſurniſh a ſupply, 
how has it happened that they have not been induced to go more 
into tillage ſince the price of corn is ſo much higher in the capital 
than the country, if we are to believe the account of the mer- 
chants, - But the petitioners, as 1 beſore ſtated, have ſolved this 
difttculty.—A- they obſerved an high price did not encourage 
agriculture, I ſuppoſe they preiumcd a hw one would. 

As the concurrent teſtimony of every witneſs that has been 
examined of every paper that has been reſorted to —of the ex- 

rience and common oblervation of every man that has trave]- 

ed through this country, all confirm the beneficial effects of our 

preſent ſyſtem of corn laws; it is a matter of ſome curioſity to 
trace the principle, or the motives, on which you are now ſoli- 
Cited to abolith them. No man can ſay that any thing but a mat- 
ter of the /aft extremity ſhonid. induce you to-depart trom a 1yl- 
tem of experienced and proved benefit. | 

The advocates for a nexw /y/lem will not ſay that the intere/? of 
merchants is a ſufficient gauſe that the offer of merchants to go- 


vernment of the amount of the bounties, if they will give them 


in return a monopoly of the market of D blin, is a ſufficient 
cauſe. That a particular preference of particular men for parti- 
eular counties, is a ſuſſicient cauſe. —No-! they talk of famine in 
the metropolis, as the extremity'—That indeed is an intereſting 
idea. — But when they come to prove their poſition, they prove 


the reverſe—plenty inſtead of ſcarcity. My Lord Mayor has told 


u he had heard of ſomething like ſcarcity 25 years ago, but 
that the. inland bounties had prevented it ſince.— The. cauſe of 
apprehenſion expreſſed by my Lord Mayor, and his predillor, I 
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have :dr-idy ſhew! you were founded in an error It was an- 
ſyercu by, An: Cipation, 17 years ago by Mr. Colville.— The 
city is not ſupp!icd by magazines within the city, but by a chain 
ol granaries, which pour in corn according io her wants, as ſig- 
nificd by factors in the city, intelli_ent of their . 
granaries are from their ficyation a ready market to the farmer; 
as they are from their number and abundance a ſure ſupply to the 
capital. And this is the whole ground, on which the merchants 
Hund their claim. Ihe occaſional ſcarcity of a particular period 
was the ſcarcity of almoit all Europe; and that ſcarcity was in- 
creaſed by fraud; tor there were managements in Tome export 
81-1kets here at that time to keep down the price to the exportati- 
on fp ice, when it was in fact above it.—And this is a proof that 
great expgrting merchants may find it their intereſt to ſtarve their 
fellow ſubjects ; and this evil would not then have been diminiſh- 
cd, if Dublin had an export bounty Ah + 
The merchants, to ſupport their caſe, tell you, that corn is 
dearer in Dublin than in the country; which by your returns 
appears not to be a fact; and plead a deurth, which was not a 
fact, and alledge a reaſon, that it is a principle of ſupply, and a 
proof of plenty. . | 
They tell you that the:export bounty counteracts the inland, 
and that the city of Dublin is worſe ſupplied with corn, ſince the 
operation of the former.—I oppoſe to their aſſertion a paper on 
your table ; in which you will ſce on a comparative view of five 
years before and aſter the export bounty operated, that in the 
{ubſequent five years, the city has been more abundantly ſupplied, 
than in the preceding period. 2 
In the five years ending 1785, the quantity of flour ſent to 
Dublin was 1,588,000 hundreds. — The quantity of flour ſent in 
the five years, ending 1790, was 2,002,000 hundreds — You 
will alſo find an increale in other articles ot grain, and you will 
find that the year 1790, which was the great year of the opera- 
tion of xke export, was that very year of all others in which the 
_ greateſt quantity of corn was ſent to the capital. 
This ſhews you that men of integrity . information, can be 
betrayed into error, when they plead the cauſe of heir own in- 
tereſts. In this caſe, they appear to be arirhmetically wropg.— 
The two bounties have not, as they alledge, countcrated, but 
on the contrary, have co-oerated. They appear to be ar gumen- 
tatively wrong, when they aſſign their reaſons, and you will ſee 
this fully ſet torth in a pamphlet of their publication. They tell 
you, „Dublin can never be ſteadily ſupplied, when ſhe has no 
export bounty, becauſe her redundancy re- act, on the farmer; 
who diſcouraged by the glut of the market of the capital, mult 
naturally deſiſt from tillage,” — Theſe gentlemen aſſign a complete 
anſwer to this, their own argument, when they complain of the 
export bounty bringing to the ports the proviſion that elſe would 
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be ſent to the capital; for they prove that the redundancy of the 
capital does not react on the farmer or the miller, but he has the 
reſource of the ſecond market; ſo that if the Dublin market is 
full he won't plough the leſs, becauſe he has another. — Thus he 
grows corn for both; and there being more corn in the mill on 
account of the double market, the capital, w'th the reſt of the 
kingdom, is not the worſe but the better ſupplied. —Þheir com- 
plaiuts anſwer one another. —They complain that the farmer has 
the double market, therefore Dublin may be ſtarved by the ports. 
They complain that Dublin has no export bounty, therefore her 
redundancy muſt ruin the farmer. 5 To 
It is evident then, that no extremity has exiſted in Dublin to 
juſtify an attack on the ſyſtem which has been found ſo beneficial. 
Let me now ſay a few words on the nature of the attack, and the 
principle of the new ſyfem propoled. * | 
Its object profeſſed is to render the price of Dublin eady.— 
They do not venture to affirm that it would render the ſupply 
cheap (a word much more aſcertained and intelligible) No! 
they ſay How ; which may mean unremitting high price. 
Their method of rendering the price ſteady is, as they profeſs, 
to render the ſupply ſteady ; and to accompliſh this they propoſe 
two ways.—And the firſt is, to ſend the ſupply by ſea. They 
propoſe to ſhake off all carriage bounties and bring their corn 
coaſtways. Now, Sir, I muft obſerve that this is a more expen- 
five way to their fellow citizens, who now don't pay the eoaſt- 
carriage; and when the merchants talk of the cheapneſs of ſuch 
a carriage, they are talking to government ; they are holding out 
Jures to the miniſter of Finance; who would be very much oblig- 
ed to them for their offer, if he do not love the people better than 
their money, and prefer the 2 of the nation, to the ac- 
ceſſion of a little revenue. He certainly would find the coaſl- 
carriage much cheaper to himſelf, becauſe it would be paid by 


the citirens of Dublin; whereas the carriage is now paid by the 
Hate. This I think anſwers the economiſts obſervations of the 


merchants.—They' are economiſts for the government at the ex- 
pence of their fellow citizens, and for their own advantage. 


But the government of the country act on this as on every occa- 


fion with that purity and integrity, which are the diſtinguiſhed 
op HEE of thoſe who have the preſent adminiſtration of it. — 
They would not ſell the bread of the people or the agriculture 
of the country for money; and they are too wiſe not to ſee that 
the offer is alſo a Jeluſio . The ſyſtem which has not ohly fed 
the people, but brought in five years a balance of above two milli- 


ons of money into the country, muſt have made a repayment of 


double the amount of the bounties, to the growth of the revenue 

in that time; and if you were to overturn it, you would find an 
adequate defalcation from capital, from trade, and from revenue. 
Ass to the certainty of a carriage by ſea being more to be de- 
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pended on than a carriage by land, I ſhould abuſe your patience 
und your underitanding, if I were to argue on ſuch a ſuggeſ- 
„ 

You ſee, Sir, the firſt method propoſed by the nierchants to 
give the. city a cheap and ſteady ſupply to make their fellow citizens 

pay tort the carriage and bring the corn, by ſea.—The ſecond me- 

thod is, by the encrenſe of tilluge in the contiguous counties. But 

they have given no evidence of their capacity to furniſh this ſup- 

ply; and we have had proof, that when they had the market of 
Dublin to themſelves, they could not do it without the aid of 
foreign countries. You will not therefore I am ture on ſuch vague 

conjectures give up the eounties of Tipperary, Kilkenny, &c. &c. 

Regions of country in tillage, for regions of country in ſpecula- 
tlon. , 

I have already ſpoken to this part of the ſubje which makes 

it unneceſſary to trouble you farther upon it. | 

The mercbans however acknowledge, that this region of corn 
at preſent in ſpeculation, will take ſome time before it comes into 
produce; and they tell you more, they tell you plainly that their 
plan muſt raiſe the price of corn in the city of Dublin—and ſo 
the fact turns out, that the merchants have induced the corporation 
to apply to raiſe the price of bread in the city of Dublin ; they 
have. been able to prevail on them to make an application, to 
leſſen the loaf of their fellow citizens. 

Let us now examine the ſtate of the city as fed by the new 
ſyſtem, by great magazines of corn within the walls of the city. 
In that cate you ſee the merchant will come into the place of the 
miller; he will command the market, except when the mob 
commands both; whereas the millers were commanded by the 
market—ready to ſend in their corn on the firſt ſymptom of high 
price, without any poſſibility to combine, —The merchant will ex- 

ort corn when it is cheap, and import when it is dear, and gain 
by both tranſactions; whereas the miller muſt always ſuffer by 
the import, and muſt therefore always endeavonr to keep the 
price low to prevent it. The merchant will come in the place of 
the citizen, as well as the miller; he will receive the bounty, 
whereas the citizen received it before; and the citizen will now 
pay the original price of the corn, the price of the'carriage, and 
the price of the export bounty ; which will carry the corn out of 
the city, unleſs the citizen gives the merchant a conſideration for 
preſerving the ſupply of the capital. That under ſuch a ſyſtem 
the price of corn muſt be raiſed to the conſumer is inevitable 
and the application of the-merchants might fairly have been ex- 
prefſed in theſe words, We the corn merchants of Dublin, 
though we acknowledge the corn laws have been of benefit to the 
community in general, yet muſt repreſent with great concern, 
that they have not conferred on us that great advantage, which 
we might derive from an entire change in that beneficial ſyſt 


* 
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If therefore Parliament will be ſo good as to give us the monopoly 
of the market of Dublin, we on our part are ready to give .the 
government ſixty or eighty thouſand pounds to be raiſed on the 
agriculture of the nation, and the bread of our fellow-citizens of 
Dublin.“ I am very ſure ſo reſpectable a body of men as I know 
theſe merchants to be, do not feel, nor would they entertain 
ſuch ſentiments in their breaſts ; but I am ſure that their ſyſtem 
mult inevitably produce theſe effects, however different from 
their intentions. And it ſeems they were apprehenſive of ſome 
ſuch inference ; for they endeavour to correct their informa- 
tion as. to encreaſe of price, by telling you the price of bread 
will fall again ; and with a philoſophy, ſuperior to ſympathy, 
they tell you © things will find their level.” —Bur the citizens, 
however they reſpect them as men, will not perhaps believe 
thein as prophets.— I hey have not told you when it will fall.— 
I ſuppoſe when the contiguous counties come into tillage. —But 
when that will happen, they know not, neither is it their con- 
cern; for their intereit in this particular is diſtin lom their 

fellow citizens; and it is of no conſideration to the merchant, 
whether he ſupplies them by corn which he may buy in Ireland, 
cr in England, or'in Holland, or in America, provided he can 


make them pay for it a ſum proportioned to the proffits of his 
ENteErprize. | 


I have never indulged myſelf in any ſpeculation on this great 
ſubject. When I ſtate- to you the mode of your ſupply on your 
new ſyſtem, I decide on experience. On the experience of the 
city of London. | 

Some years ago the Albion mills were erected there preciſely 
on the principle the merchants aſ für to adopt here.—T hey were 
great repoſitories of corn for the ſupply and export of the metro- 
polis:—An immenſe capital was inveſted in the undertaking, and 
they became ſo : conſiderable, as to furniſh one-fixth part of the 
conſumption of London, —Now, it is a known and undiſputed 
fact. that from their inſtitution by enterprize to their demolition 
by fire, they were able conſiderably and conſtantly to raiſe the 
price of corn in the market of the metropolis | 

A merchant reſpectable for his probity and information, whilſt 
he conteſied that the great mills in thoſe parts of the country, 
remote from the metropolis and the ſea, had promoted agricul- 
ture in the parts adjacent, tells you, © 'T hat thoſe mills were 
improperly placed, and at was amongſt the evils of the preſent 
corn ſyſtem.” 1 ſhould be glad to know what is the part of the 
country in which it would be unproper to encourage agriculture ; 
or if there be any parts that ſo much require encouragement as 
thoſe that are not bleſſed with natural advantages? ; 


e 


Would the worthy merchant go to the twenty-ſix millers in 
the county of Galway, and aſæ them, ** what brought you here? 


your mills are improperly placed; you ſhould be on the ſea coaſt, 
or on a navigable river,” En 


Fa 
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The millers might remonſtrate and ſay, © we have neither 
near us; it is true, the ſea waſhes our boundary at one ſide, but 
we have no place ro export from, but the fort of Galway, ; and 
the country contiguous to that, for the extent of twenty miles, 
is utterly unfit tor producing wheat, and therefore, we have not 
becn able to avail ourſelves bf the export bounty, as you ſee b 
our not exporting. — But we have built our mills where wheat will 
grow ind our mills have, ſent to the ſupply of your metropolis, 
in the laſt year 42,507 hundreds of flour, and we have ſpread 
agriculture and population over a great range of our country, 
which befere was uncultivated and uninhabited.” — This anſwer 
might not ſatisfy the merchant, but it would ſatisfy the nation.— 
This flour might be brought cheaper from a leſſer diſtance.— 
But the merchant's economy on this ſubject I have already de- 
ſcribed. His ſenſe of national improvement I cannot ſo eaſily 
aſcertain, and his ſolicitude as to the ſupply of the metropolis, I 
leave the city to decide on. 11 | 
All the witneſſes agree, that the erection of thoſe mills have 
been the great encouragement of agriculture ; yet their new 
ſyſtem mutt evidently aboliſh them, for they tell yon, an export 
will not furnith a market for Heir produce, as there is no foreign 
demand for flour. At leaſt to any extent. | I 

I omit to obſerve on the teſtimony of a very reſpeQable and 
ingenious witneſs, Mr. D'Olier, becauſe that, though he is well 
acquainted with the general principles of commerce, though he 
is a man of very good character, and much information, yet there 
are two branches of buſineſs of which he confeſſes himſelf ig- 
norant.—Tillage and the Corn Trade. — He has not, he ſays, been 
in the corn counties of Ireland—but he 3 ondon, 
vVvhich he ſuppoſed to be better and cheaper ſupplied than Dublin, 
(h ich is an error that he muſt before this time be convinced of 
by the Engliſh papers and returns) acknowledging at the ſame 
time, that he did not know the corn counties or ſhires 
that feed London. He will now find that he is to look for 
them in Zealand or in Pruſſia, or on the barks of James? River 
| - Virginia, where we are told wheat is a better crop than to- 

co.. | . TH . | 

It is not my diſpoſition to treat with diſreſpe& any gentlemen 
that come before Parliament to communicate the information, 
which in right of their profeſſion they are poſſeſſed of and 
much leſs, ſhould I be of that diſpoſition towards the gentlemen 
who have appeared before us on the preſent occaſion. —They 
are certainly men of integrity and of good ſenſe. —But there are 
profeſſional errors, which mixed with profeſſional intereit, grow 
imperceptibly on the beſt men.—And thus I account for lome 
errors in fact and inference; which I trace in their evidence. 
I bey fay the price of wheat is higher in Dublin than in ether 
parts of Ireland,—-— The return of the proper offer proves 
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that to be an error. They ſay the export bounty counteraRted the 
inland, and has —— corn from coming to the capital.— 
The return of the proper officer proves t/hat to be an error, — 
They ſay the price of wheat is dearer in Dublin than in London. 
The preſent Engliſli import of corn proves tat to be an error.— 
They lay that the city of Dublin was in danger of being famiſhed, 
becauſe there were two periods, When the had not a week's ſup- 

ply within her walls. — Mr. Colville's teſtimony 17 years ago, and 
the experience of every man ſince proves that ts be an error. 

The influence of thoſe errors has been ſo powerful, that the 
city of Dublin has been induced to embrace them. 

hen men of character and Capacity fall into an error, the 

eaſily extend it.—T he tongue of man, ſharper than the Adder's 
tooth, can communicate poi ſon.— Thus the city of Dublin has 
been induced to petition for a ſyſtem which is confeſſedly to raiſe 
the price of their market, in order to give them cheapneſs 
and plenty in the metropolis.“ | | 

But I am confident they mill ſoon perceive that they have been 
deceived—and reject this deluſion. They will then no longer 
ſolicit relief, by an aggravation of the evil they complain of; nor 
remain advocates for a ſyſtem that may fr/# ſtarve them, though 
accompanied by a promiſe that it would atterwards lower the price 
of their bread. © 

If I did not know the verſality of human nature, I ſhould be 
aſtoniſhed at the power of that deluſion, which could have per- 
ſuaded the city of Dublin to alter her ſentiments as the has done. 
To ſend a petition to Parliament, ſo different in its object, from 
what ſhe formerly expreſſed. | 

In 1780, on a diſtant ſuggeſtion that ſome alteration was me- 
ditated in the inland bounties, they petitioned againſt any altera- 
tion.—In 1783, after the inland bounty had been ſomewhat re- 
duced, to equalize the carriage and the bounty, they petitioned to 
have it reſtored —Now they are taught to petition that they be 
aboliſhed, for ſuch is the import of their petition. 

remember to have read in the Sacred Hiſtorian, that when 
the Childrenfof Ifrae] wantedffood in the wilderneſs, where no corn 
grew, they murmured againſt Moſes, and wiſhed © They had died 
dy the hand of the Lord in Egypt, where they eat breed to the 
full, rather than be brought into the wilderneſs to be killed by 
hunger.”——And when the Lord poured down Manna from 
Heaven for their ſubſiſtence - Moſes deſired them to take up 

every man according to his eating and when they did ſo, he that 

gathered much had nothing over; and he that gathered little had 
no lack.” ut there were ſpeculative Jews amongſt the Children 
of Iſrael, as well as amongſt us, who extended their views be- 
yond their conſumption, and began to hoard up beyond their uſe, 
Moſes was diſpleaſed with their ſpeculations, and the conſequence 
was, * That what they left ſtank and bred worms in the morn 
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ing.”—But the Children of Ifrael at length grew tired of their 
ſupply, and complained, © That there was nothing at all before 
their eyes beſides this Manna.” — The anger of the Lord was 
kindled againit them; and he poured on them their defire, which 
became their defrudin. 

I ſhould be very ſorry that, for any caſual, though cauſelefs. - 
diſcontent, the Children of Dublin ſhould be viſited by any ca- 
Jainity—and yer I am confident you would viſit them with a ca- 
lamity, if you were to grant them the prayer of their peti- 
tion. URS | 

I have done, Sir !—T ſhould think myſelf unpardonable in 
having taken up ſo much of your time, if I did not feel that the 
importance of the ſubject, and the dangers with which the agri- 
culture, the population, and proſperity of the nation are threat- 
ened, juſtify my ſolicitude. Gentlemen of great abilities, 
of great connexions, have declared themlelves adverſe 
to the principle of our corn ſyſtem, -— They have promiſed 
next ſeſſion to propoſe an eſſential alteration; which I think 2 


_ ſubverſion, of it—and I only beſeech you who have witneſſed 


the benefits it has conferred on the country, not to ſuffer the 
youth and ſtrength of the ſeſſion to paſs away before you bring 
the queſtion, it it ſhall be propoſed —You know if you once 
part with your preſent ſyſtem, you loſe it irrevocadly.. 

You know the benefits it has conferred on the nation. Nobody 
has denied them !=—=You know that it has ſupplied your metro- 
polis, promoted agriculture, and produced wealth —- You know 
that, previous to its adoption, you uſed to ſend out of your 
country three or four or five hundred thouſand pounds a year for 
your bread. —That fince, after ſupplying your metropolis and 
your country —after feeding above 200,000 people, who eat bread 
now more than did in 1758, you are enabled to export for money, 
more than you uſed to import for food; infomuch that in the laſt 
five years there was a ballance on your export of corn to the 
walks of the nation, in the ſum of ,. 2,166,938. , 

Shall we liſten to ſpeculations which are ambiguous, againft 
thoſe facts which we know ? All projects, however plauſible, ſink 
before them. Would it not be raihneſs in the extreme to touch 
a ſyſtem fo experimentally beneficial ? 

ou ſay the new ſyſtem would give Dublin a ſteady ſupply. —I 
ſay the preſent has done fo already.—You ſay the new ſyſtem 
would improve the national agriculture—I ſay the preſent ſyſtem 
has done ſo already.—One fide talks of projects the other of 
proofs ; one fide propoſes experiment, the other experience— 
which will you follow ? EX 

Before I conclude, Sir, I ſhould make you an apology for hav- 
ing taken up ſo much of your time, did I not think the importance 
of the ſubject was in itſelf a ſufficient apology. I have endea- 
voured to ſtate to you the reſult of a own obſcrvation and ex» 
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perience.—T have endeavoured to awaken y.ur attention to the 
unerring teſtimonies which lie before you, of the witdom of our 
preſent iy ſteni of corn laws, an of the berefits this country hag 
received from them, and the evis that muſt naturally follow trom 
any material alte ration in them. And 1 am twie, it the beauties 
of national improvement.— It the comforts of national wealth. — 
If the virtue; of national 1:duſiry be dear io you.. lt the order 
and the ſubſiſtence of the pcople be eſſeutial to ther happineſs, 
end your proiperity, you will not think ine unbecumingly inpor- 
tunate if I ſolieit your vigilance and your jcalouiy in the ſupport 
of thoſe laws from which theſe bleilings have been princip\4!ly 
derived. And permit me to ſay that both your vizilatce and 
your jealouly are neceſſary to their preſervation; for they have 
poweriul opponents. TH 

Lozal prejudices, profeſſional intereſts, and popular deluſion 
Have contraverted their utility. Gentlemen oi high character 
and authority have expreſſed ſentiments adverſe to them, and 
promiſed in the next ſeiſion to encounter their or. ginating and 
vital principle. Public bleſſir gs are not to be maintained by a 
ſupine enjoyment of them, but by an unremitting energy in their 
protection. The bleſſing you enjoy under thoſe laws are worthy 
of that energy.—lf you do not exert it you will loſe them; and 
you know to a certainty, it you once Joſe them, you loſe them 
Trrevocably—they fall to riſe no more! | 
Aſter Sir Hercules had ſpoken, a converſation enſued, which 

ended in the order being diſcharged. 
* 'The order tor balloting for a committee to try the Limerick 
election, was poltponed to the firſt of Auguſt. 
A petition was preſented againſt the Litburn election, and or- 
dered to be taken into conſideration on the ſecond of Auguſt. 
— _»__. 
Friar, ArkIL 8, 1791. 

Mr. Mason reported the reſolution for an addreſs for a ſum 
of money to be granted to the Royal Canal Company; v ich 
addreſs was agreed to by the Houſe, and ordered to be preſei ted 
to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

Mr. Maſon alſo reported the reſolution for an addreſs for a 
ſum of money to be granted to the Governors of the Houle of 
Induſtry for rebuilding that houſe. 


Sir HenzrT Cavenpisn ſaid, that he would oppoſe this mo- 
tion in every flage, except the preſent ; and though he might op- 
poſe it now, yet he would not, as the gentleman who had intro- 
duced it was not now in the Houſe : he would therefore move, 


that it ſhould: be adjourned to Monday, when he would comma: 


* 


» 
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the inot ion on the ground that the greater the extent of the cha- 
rity was, the gre:ter the number of beggars and vagrants would 
be ; for it was pretty much the ſame with ſome other houſes 
which he knew, where, if the number of places were doubled, 
the number of candidates for theſe places would be doubled allo. 
Sir Henry ſaid, in another country, where he lived, he felt a 
very ſevete annual mul& from the poor laws; and an additional 
ground for his oppoſing this motion was, that it appeared to him 
a iicp towards the introduction of the Englith poor laws. 

Ihe order wis then adjourned to Monday, to which day the 
Houle adjourned, -. | | 


— En oonn——_—_—_ 
Mo x DAY, APRIL 11, 1791. 


Mr. ] Curt reported from the ſelect Committee appointed 
to try and determine the merits of the petition of John Hatch, 
Eſq complaining of an undue clection and return for the borough 
of Swords, the reſolutions of che Conunittes which are as fol- 
low: : Le 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that Ge- 
neral Eyre Maſly was dulv clected a burgeſs to ſerve in the pre- 
ſent Parliament ior the borough of Swords at the laſt general 
election. | 

Reſolvcd, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that Ge- 
neral Eyre Maſſy was duly returned a burgeſs to ſerve in the pre- 
_ Parliament for the borough tf Swords, at the laſt general 
election. . 


Mr. GraTTan moved, that the Houſe do, on Thurſday 
next, reſolve itlelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to 
take into couſiderat!on a reſolution for an addreſs for a grant of a 
ſum of money towards erecting buildings for the Houle of In- 
duſtry. Agreed to. 5 : f 

And ordered, on the motion of My. Grattan, that the Gover- 
nors of the Houſe of Induſtry do lay before the Houle, on 
Thurſday next, the plan and eitimate of the intended buildings. 

Adjourned to Thuriday. EL 


— —— — 
THhursDay, APRIL 14, 1791. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 923 

The order of the day being read, the Houſe according to or- 
der, reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to take 
into conſideration a motion for an addreſs for a grant of a ſum of 
money for the Houſe of Induſtry. 
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Mr. GzaTTa wn moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he would be pleaſed 
to lay before his Majeſty the humble deſire of this Houle, that 
his Majeſty would order a ſum not exceeding 4000]. to be 3 
to the Governors of the Houle of Induſtry, for the purpole of 


— buildings, and that this Houſe would make good the 
ame. 


Sir Henxy Cavenpisn oppoſed the motion, on the ground 
that enlarging the buildings ot the Houſe of Induſtry would be 
an inlet for an increaſe of beggars in this city, and it might lead 
to the eftabliſhment of poor rates, which wonld be found ex- 
penſive in the higheſt degree. | 

After a ſhort obfervation from Mr. Grattan and Sir John Bla- 
22 the motion was agreed to; and on the Houſe being re- 

umed, it was reported that the committee had come to a reſo- 
Jution, and that they were ready to report whenever the Houſe 
would be pleaſed to receive the ſame. 

Ordered that the report be received on Saturday next. 

The Houſe adjourned to Saturday. 


— — .... — U— 
SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 1791. 


Sir HencuLes Lancrisn, according to order, reported 
from the Committee of the whole Houſe, (to whom the reſo- 
lution for an addreſs for ſuch ſum or ſums of money as may be 
immediately neceffary for buildings for the accommodation of the 
Houſe of Induſtry, was recommitted) the reſolution which the 
Committee had directed him to report to the Houſe, which was 
received, read, and agreed to, and is as follows: 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieute- 
nant, that he will be pleaſed to lay before his Majeſty the humble 
defire of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be pleaſed to order a 
' Tum of money not exceeding 4oool. to be advanced for a building 

for the Houſe of Induſtry, purſuant to the plan laid before them, 
ſubject to ſuch alterations therein as ſhall be approved of by the 
Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of this 
kingdom for the time being, and that this Houſe will make good 
the ſame. tb : 

Ordered that the ſaid addreſs be prefented to his Excelle 
the Lord Lieutenant by ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his 


Majeſty's moſt Hon. Privy Council, After which the Houſe ad- 
journed to Tueſday, 
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Tusa, Ar AIT 19, 1791. 
Tke Houſe adjourned to Saturday. 


———__ S —— — 


SATURRUAY, APRIL 23, 1791: 


The Houſe adjourned to Tueſday. 
| — ————— — 
TvuesDay, ArRIL 26, 1791. 


Loxn DeLvin ſaid. he underſtood that the bill for promot- 
ing and encouraging inland navigation within this kingdom was 
returned from England, and that the corporation of the under- 
takers of the Grand Canal, who were to be very much benefited 
by the bill, had refuſed to pay the uſual fees to the officers of the 
Houſe ; he therefore moved, that the corporation of the under- 
takers of the Grand Canal ſhould forthwith pay the uſual fees, as 
far as they are intereſted in the bill fyr promoting and encouraging 
inland navigation within this kingdom, which paſſed this ſcllion 


of Parliament ro the officers of this Houſe ; which was agreed 
w. | 


Mr. C. O'Ne1L moved, that the proper officers do lay before 
this Houſe, on the firſt day of the next ſeſſion, an account of the 
number of civil bills on which decrees have been obtained on the 
different circuits of aſſize for the Jaſt year, diſtinguiſhing the 
amount of ſuch civil bills, and alſo an account of the number of 


civil bills which were diſmiſſed during the ſame period. Order- 
ed accordingly. | 


Loxn DBLVIx, after — his motion with obſerving 
that he was exceedingly ſorry that the Houſe was ſo thin when 
he had a motion to make, which he was confident would meet the 
concurrence and approbation of every member of the Houſe 
he therefore moved, That the thanks of this Houſe be returned 
to the Right Hon. John Foſter, Speaker of this Houſe, for his 
very diligent, honourable, and proper conduct in the chair; 
which was agreed to. - i 1 
He alſo moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Exp 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant, that his Excellency would be pleaſed 
to beſtow ſome high eccleſiaſtical preferment on the Hon, and 
Rev. Wm Knox, Chaplain of this Houſe, for his ſervices and at- 
tendance in this Houſe ; which was agreed to.—The Houſe then 
adjourned to Thurſday. 75 
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TavxsDay, ArxIL 28, 1791. 


The Houſe adjourned to Saturday. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 3O, 1791. 


A motion was made, That Mr. Graydon have leave of ab- 
ſence to attend the aſſizes of the co. Kildare.” 


Sir Henxy CAVE NDIS H objected to granting leave for the 
cauſe aſſigned; the High Court of Parliament was, he niaintain- 
ed, the firſt and ſuperior judicature of the realm, and to grant a 
member of that Court leave to attend an inferior Court, was 
trifling with the dignity of Parliament: he had no objection, as 
a maller of favour, to permit any Member to attend any_urgency 
in his private affairs? but to aſſign the attendance of any aſſizcs 


as a cauſe for non-attendance in Parliament, he thought a degra- 
dation to the Houſe. : 


Mr. Gzavnon faid, the buſineſs which required his attend- 
ance at the aſſizes regarded the privilege of Parliament in a high 
degree—no leſs than the disfranchiſcment of a borough depend- 
ed on it; the Houſe would therefore conſider, whether it was 
not an object of ſufficient importance to warrant them, in permit- 
ting his abſence from attendance in that Houſe. 

pon putting the queſtion, leave was granted. 

The Houſe, according to order, proceeded to take into fur- 
ther conſideration the report from the ſele& committee appointed 
to try and determine the merits of the petition of John Bagwell, 
Eſq. alfo the petition of ſeveral freeholders, complaining of an 
undue election and return for the county of Tipperary, “ That 
it is the unanimous opinion of the Cymmirtce, that Mr. Denis 
O'Brieo, Mr. Mathew O'Brien, and Mr. Benjamin Bradſhaw, 
agents-for the —_ member, have been guilty of repeated and 

ols contempts of 1aid committee in their conduct before them, 

y producing number of frivolous, ſuſpicious aud unneceflary 
witneſſes ; witneſſes in a ſtate of intoxication ; by frequently ap- 

pearing before ſaid committee unprepared, and' without havin 

furniſhed the counſel with proper inſtructions; all which have 
Heen productive of grievous and unneceſſary expenſe to the ſitting 
inember and petitioner, and have tended in the ſtrongeſt degree 

to delay and obſtruct the courſe of* juſtice.” . 8 
Mr. LaNOCRIs Rx ſaid, the unanimous reſolution of a Com- 
mittee acting upon oath was now before the Houſe; he wbuld 


. 
— — 
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make no comment, nor offer any reſolution. but juſt obſerve, 
that as Committees on controverted elections were the only 
Courts of Judicature in the realm which were not armed.with 


powers to puniſh contempts, and maintain their own authority, 


it would remain for the conſideration of the Houſe whether they 
would allow them to be inſulted with impynity . If the Houſe 
would not vindicate their privileges, there muſt be an end of 
their utility, and of all the advantages ariſing from the Grenville 
act. He deſired that the perſons named in the reſolution might 
be called to the bar, to know what ſubmiſſion they could make 
what they could alledge in extenuation of their offexce. 

[The Serjeant at Arms reported that Mr. D. and Mr. * O'Brien 
were attending, but he had not been able to ſerve Mr. Frad- 
ſhaw with the order of the Houſe, that gentleman having left 
town before the order was _—y - | | 

A Member moved, "That thoſe two attornies be committed 
to his Majeſty's jail of Newgate for inſulting the Committee,” 


Sir Hexney Cavenpisn ſpoke in mitigation of this ſentence, 
which he alledged was without precedent: the Houſe, he ſaid, 
was certainly right in ſupporting its Committee, he did not ſee 
how it could act otherwiſe, a Committee una voce complaining ; 
but the ſentence of the Hon. Member he thou, ht too rigorous, as 
it was poſlible the men might have acted through 1gnorance, and 
without any ill intention. 


Mr. Curran obſerved, that the buſineſs was not concluded by 
the reſolution of the Committee, and he thought it would be bet- 
ter to wait till the trial was finiſhed ; by that time the Houſe 
would be the better enabled to judge whether the offence com- 
plained of was an intentional offence, or an offence as to the 
Agent merely conſtructive, and incident to his peculiar fituation ; 
whether it might not be imputable to his principal, or whether 
indeed it were any. offence at all: for his own part he did not un- 


derſtand the terms. of the reſolution. He did not know what a 


frivolous or an unneceſſary witneſs was, neither could he ſee 
how the Agent could be blameable for the witneſs being intoxi- 
cated, it might be a crime in the witneſs, but was certainly none 
in the Agent; but he could very well conceive that a Committee 
might be inſulted by a principal, and that there might be the ap- 
pearance of .the Agent's concurrence : all this, however, was de- 
ciding before the merits were known, and therefore he propoſed 
that the buſineſs ſhould ſtand over till the Committee reported 
on the merits of the petition. ell E e 


Mr. LAN GRISs Nn. The Committee acting upon their oatlis, 
would ſcorn to enter into any vindication of their own conduct 
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they too long endured daily inſults and contempts from the Agents, 
at laſt they reſolved to appeal to the Houſe and to claim its ſu 

rt; let the Houſe act as it thinks proper. As to the Hon. 

Zentleman's not underſtanding what a frivolous, or what an un- 


_ neceſſary witneſs is, I am only to lament that he has not ſat nine 


weeks on the Tipperary Committee, if he had, he would be 
perfectly acquainted with the ing to which thoſe terms are 
applied; and then with the — of his abilities, the 
Committee would perhaps have put this charge into more legal 
terms. N : | 


Mr. BaxxincToON ſaid, the reſolution could not upon the 
pron of juſtice be adopted, as it would deprive the ſitting Mem- 


r of the benefit of his Agent's aſſiſtance, he was therefore for 


deferring any deciſion on this head until the merits of the petition 
were decided. | 


Mr. Knox informed the Houſe, that the fitting Member had 
aſſured the Conmitree, that he had diſmiſſed thoſe Agents, their 
Ppuniſhnient therefore could not affect him. | 


Major DovLe faid, he did not in the moſt remote degree 
mean to impeach the reſolution of the Committee; but he thought 
- It would be rather a hard meaſure to puniſh thoſe men, without 

hearing what they had to ſay in mitigation of puniſhment ; it 
was every day's practice in the id courts, even after con- 
viction the priſoner was put to the bar and aſked what he had to 
fay, why judgment ſhould not be pronounced—he deſired no 
more on be halfof thoſe perſons, 1 

Mr. Maxcus Be AEs TOR ſaid, perhaps it would appear that 
the Agents had been — on by men offering themſelves as 
wi who were unable to give any evidence at all: every one 
who had attended trials of conteſted elections knew that there 
were plenty of ſuch witneſſes, and the temptations to idle diſſo- 
lure fellows do engage in ſuch a practice were ſufficiently ſtrong; 
om were protected from arreſts during their attendance, they 
had four ſhillings a day allowed for ſubſiſtence—rheſe inducements 
had often cauſed impoſitions on agents, and might have been the 
cauſe in the preſent caſe. 4 | 


Mr. BaownLow faid that notwich ſtanding fo many apo- 


togifts have riſen for thoſe men, 3 not heard a word in their 


vindication—it is ſaid, perhaps they had no better witneſſes to 
produce; why Sir, that is the very thing that conſtitutes their 
crime they had no proper witneſſes, and therefore, they pro- 


duegd improper one: —it is ſaid, they might have been impoſed 


1591.) DEB AT E £* 451 


—certainly the beſt ts ſometimes are, they ought how- 
| — to be very ere, ry they ottend them by deſign they 
ſhould be puniſhed. Gentlemen have deſired that it may ſtand 
over, that Sir, would be treating your committee with diſreſpect, 
and defeating every good effect of the law. 


Mr. Maxcus Bexesrord agreed perfectly with the com- 
mittee, and with the Right Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat 
down; but he thought the puniſhment of Newgate rather too 
ſevere, he therefore propoſed that the men ſhould be brought to 
the bar, that the Houſe ſhould hear what they had to ſay in 
mitigation of the puniſhment, and if the Houſe thought fit, that 
they ſhould be reprimanded by the Speaker and diſmiſſed. 

This propoſal being univerſally approved, Mr. D. and Mr. M. 
O Brien were put to the bar. The Speaker then deſired them 
to la _ they had to alledge which could indicate the lenity of 
the Houle. | | | 


Mr. Denis O'Brien, ſpeaking for both, ſaid, he could aſſure 
the Houſe, that willingly or knowingly. they had not done any 
thing that ought to incur cenſure—they were extremely ſorry 
they had fallen under the diſpleaſure of the committee, but they 
hoped the committee would be ſatisfied with their aſſurance that 
they ne er intended them the leaſt offence. Upon this apology 
it was ordered, 

That the ſaid Denis O'Brien and Matthew O'Brien be brought 
to the bar of this Houſe on Tueſday next, in order that they may 
be diſcharged out of the cuitoly ot the Serjeant at arms, being 
firſt reprimanded by Mr. Speaker. | | 


Mr. Gaavnon preſented tothe Houſe the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into the ſtate and management of the 
police eſtabliſſiment for two years laſt paſt. 


EN ; | . 
Capt. Bux cn objected to the report being received until the 
perſons who had the direction of the police ſhould have an op- 
portunity of rebutting the charges brought againſt them, and 

which they could not poſſibly do at preſent ; firſt, becauſe they 
bad not a copy of theſe charges, and ſecondly becauſe the Come 
mittee had continued for more than forty days, to receive every 
kind of charge and accuſation that could be offered. and had only 
within the Jak four or five days aſked the Commiſſioners for their 
defence, he therefore moved, that the report be recommitted. 


Mr. Gzavpox thought, that after the Committee having ſat 
two and forty days, with the moſt invincible patience, diligently 
purſuing the enquiry W to their charge, after having 
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heard every thing that the Commiſſiofiers of Police had thought 
Proper to alledge; after having allowed them to croſs exanune 
every witneſs that they chole ; aſter having called upon them 
for their defence, which upon conſultation with each other, they 
declined making—the Houſe would not treat the committee with 


much delicacy or reſpe&, ſhould they recommit their report.— 


He obſerved further, that the public attention was much raiſed, 
and ſtrongly directed to this object, and he feared that if the re- 
port was 1uppreſled, opinions much more injurious than the report 
would warrant, might be entertained againſt the police; the 
friends, therefore, ot the eſtabliſhment ought to let the report of 
the committee come forward, He did not mean to follow the 
report with any comment, or to move any reſolution—his wiſh 
was merely to ſtate the opinion of the committee, and the facts 
on which that opinion was founded. | 
A miſtaken opinion had prevailed, that the object of the com- 
mittee was to criminate the police—he diſclaimed the idea, the 
committee had no ſuch object, fair and impartial enquiry was 
their buſineſs, and he truſted it would be acknowledged, that 
fairly and impartially they had performed it; neither was their 
report ſuch as would criminate the inſtitution, for whatever faults 
there were, there were alſo circumſtances highly to the credit of 
the police—all- which were ſtated in the report—he therefore 
boped the Houſe would not from miſtaking their intention treat 
the committee with ſo much diſreſpeR as to refuſe the report. 


Mr. Mazcus BERZSTORD. I cannot conceive how re-com- 


mitting the report can be conſtrued diſreſpe& to the conunit- 

tee; it is the practice of every day when a ſubje& has not been 
fully inveſtigated. Ihe reaſons offered for the re-commitment 
- Certaiuly have not been anſwered, for though a few days ago the 


commiſſioners (not haviug a copy of the evidence of forty days, 


and fearjng there would not be time in the ſeſſion for a ful] de- 
fence) did then and for that time decline entering into one. Yet 
fince that time the committee have continued to receive com- 
plaints, and hear evidence againſt them, and by ſo doing have 
totally altered the circumſtances of the buſineſs ; and this being 
the caſe the objection is entirely done away for if the committee 
have gone into further evidence againſt the eſtabliſhment, they 
ſhould: alſo admit defence. a 8 FD 
+ The enquiry was certainly inſtituted upon the very beſt princi- 
ples, yet it muſt be acknowledged that Tome circumſtances of it 
were extremely futile and ridiculous. Give me leave to relate 
one caſe which occurred on the only day I attended the committee, 
and which indeed gave me a ſurfeit of ſuch enquiry. : 
A man appeared, who informed the committee, that one night 
as his ſervant maid was waſhing out his hall, the ſtreet door being 
open, a letter was thrown into. the houſe, directed to him, and 
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warning hufi, under the ſevereſt threats not to preſume to give 
any evidence before the committee againſt the Police: Upon this 
he immediately came forward and offered himſelf as a witneſs. :— 
And what had he to fay? Why, nothing, ſave only that he had 
received the letter, which he wrote to himſelf; that he had been 
a clerk in the police; that he had been diſmiſſed; that upon his 
diſuuſſion he had gone io Alderman Hart, an infirm gentleman 
advanced in years; that he had bullied this gentleman to give 
him a good charater—but which character even bullying could 
not obtain from the Alderman without the aſſiſtance of a very 
curious fraud which J fhall relate to the Houſe. . 
This gentleman, rhe letter-writer, having been turned out of 
ofkce, and after having eflayed to bully the old Alderman, next 
tried to intereſt his humanity ; he deſcribed himſelf as a very diſ- 
treſſed man, who had given up a good revenue appointment for 
an office in the police, from which being now diſmiſſed, nothin 
remained but the friendfhip of ſome perſous, who, if he coul 
produce a good character, would intereſt themſelves to have him 
re-eſtabliſhed in the revenue: this tale immediately melted the 
Alderman, and at the foot of a petition, which he pretended was 
to be ſupported by thoſe friends, he writes a certificate of good 
behaviour, which the Alderman figns, and which he moſt inge- 
niouſly cuts off and delivers to the committee of enquiry,- as a 
proof of the hardſhip of his diſmiſſal. So much Sir, for a ſam- 
ple of evidence; but indeed it was not eaſy to avoid ſuch idle 
and nonſenſical ſtories, when we conſider that it was an open cora- 
mittee, where every one might come and ſay juſt what they 
pleaſed, without being ſworn, as if it were matter of real im- 
portance ; at ſuch a rendezvous houſe, I ſay, much folly was na- 
turally to be expected, and therefore, I think to take away eve 
aſperſion from ſuch an inſtitution which certainly has done 3 
good, and which may be capable of much more, I am for re- 
committing a report cantaining every thing that every idle fellow 
thinks proper to ſay againſt the eſtabliſhment, in order to know 
what may be ſaid by reputable and ſworn witneſſes for it. 


SIR BoyLE Rocue ſaid, by an extraordinary accident he had 
one day ftrolled into the committee, end he was, indeed, much 
aſtoniſhed at what he had ſeen: This was the examination of a 
young villain who had robbed his maſter, (an old infirm gentle- 
man) who had impoſed upon his weak mind to make a will in his 
tavour of his whole fortune—who being a foot- boy at five pounds 
a year, had in two months expended 400]. of his maſter's pro- 
perty in lottery inſurance ; who had Sorrowed his maſter's plate, 
eraſed his maſler's arms, and put his own upon it; who had pro- 
ceeded to fuch enormities, that the neigh bours of: his maſter had 
called upon the Aldermen Roſe and jJames—as worthy and as 
honourable men as ever held authority in any city; theſe magiſ- 
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trates had interfered - reſcued the property. of the old gentle- 
man called to his aſſiſtance his friends and his neareſt relations 
procured him the aid of the moſt eminent cqumel-vin a word, 
they had done every thing that wiſdom and honeſty Sou ſug- 
7 :—Yet, againſt theſe magiſtrates, was chat young artful vi]. 
ain, with all the craft of a Newgate Attorney, making his com- 
plaint; and the complaint of the nefarious wretch was by the 
committee received againſt thoſe very reſpectable magittrates x 
ay + attention was paid to him but none to them | 
& Sir, while this balloon of an enquiry could be conſidered but 
as a toy of oppoſition, I had no objection to the filling it with 
the iuflammable air of popular. diſcontent ; but when they 
proceed ſo far as to do ſerious miſchief, by receiving charges 
againſt the magiſtracy from the lips of every fellow who feels 
hunſelf reſtrained in fraud and violence, or who would evade the 
payment of his reaſonable ſhare of public taxes, I nwſt oppoſe 
the report, and more particularly as ſuch evidences have been 
countenanced, while the defence has been retuſed. For my part, 
I was preſent at but one caſe, but it all the reſt be like that, the 

report deſerves na attention. 


Mr. Gzarpon thought the ſpeech of the Hon. Gentleman 
contained unfounded refleQtions on the committee. 


Sir BoyLe Rocne roſe to explain. Sir, I don't reflect upon 
the perſons of the committee, but upon their proceedings. 


Mr. Gxzavpoen. If the Hon. Gentleman had reflected on the 
ons of the committee I ſhould take another mode of anſwer- 
ing him; but he reflects, as he ſays, on their 1 and I 
fay his reflections are unfounded ; he has called the man abun- 
dance of bad names, but he has not proved that he deſerves any 
of them. He has ſaid the defence of the magiſtrates was re- 
fuſed—the direct cont was the fact; their defence is on the 
face of the report, and their defence perfectly confirms the evi- 
dence of this rogue and robber; but be what he will, it was the 
duty of the committee to hear hi? complaint. | 
As to the Commiſſioners of Police, as gentlemen and magiſ- 
trates I have a very great reſpec for them all—with ſome of them 
I have the pleaſure of beiug particularly connected; I believe 
they will all ſay that the committee have treated them with _ 
Indulgence ; nay, the committee's report will ſhew many things 
much-to their honour ; but if, after a painful inveſtigation of 43 
days, .the committee is to be branded by a refuſal of Neir report, 
I muſt confeſs I feel it as a very grievous misfortune. 


Sir Epwaxp NewenHam juſtified the proceedings of the 
committee, and alledged that it appeared to them that the tax 
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which Parliament regulated was illegally colleQed ; the ſame 
law (he. ſaid) by which the commiſſioners held their places, and 
enjoyed ſalaries of five and three hundred pounds a year, enacted 
that no houſe which did not pay more than five pounds a year 
rent, was liable to more than five ſhillings police tax; yet, in 
ſeveral inſtances, ſuch houſes were charged without that excep- 
tion, Which the act of Parliament made, that an officer of the 
_ eſtabliſhment who had been thus guilty had gone off to avoid the 
puniſhment of his crimes, and that a reward had been offered by 
the commiſſioners for apprehending hin, in conſequence of which 
he underſtood the man had been taken, and was now in New- 


gate. | 


Mr. C. O'Ne1Lrt. I cannot imagine, Sir, how any member 
of this Houſe can ſuppoſe he has a Parliamentary licence to call 
any man who is not hereto anſwer for himſelf, opprobrious names, 
any more than that man has to retort ſuch names upon bim; I 
am ſure no ſuch licence exiſts in reaſon, or ought to exifl in prac- 
tice. | 

As to the police, Sir, it is a m_ of Government—I myſelf 
am a friend to the inſtirution, it has already done great good, and 
is capable of doing much more; but certainly it is not as perfect 
as it will be, the officers, like all other men, are liable to error 
at firſt, but will amend their errors by experience ; bur it can in 
no wiſe contribute to the advantage of the eſtabliſhment for this 
Houſe to caſt a ſlur upon their committee. The police, in my 
opinion, have acted in general extremely well, and | think it will 
be for their honour if you receive the report. | 


SeRJEANT HewiTT. I am convinced that the Hon. Gentle- 
man who made the motion for the recommitment, has not the 
moſt diſtant intention of throwing a ſlur upon the commitree, or 
of ſtifling the report. His object, and the object I truſt of every 
gentleman is, that the public ſhall have full ſatis faction on this 
ſubject; but when the Houſe reflects that the report is contained 
in nine volumes folio,fevidence collected on one fide in forty-three 
days, and nothing on the other fide, I am ſure they will not re- 
ceive ſuch ex parte evidence. I did ſometimes attend the com- 
mittee, and I own I was ſurpriſed that any opinion or ſuggeſtion 
of every man who choſe to offer himſelf was taken and entered on 
the report, yet it was, and upon that report we are now called 
upon to decide, | | 8 

Serjeant Hewitt then related the ſtory of the ſervant and his 
maſter, alluded to by Sir Boyle Roche, and gave the commiſſion- 
ers of police the higheſt approbation for their wiſdom and inte- 
grity manifeſted in that buſineſs. : 


Major DovIx could not ſee how it was poſſible for the com- 
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mittee to report any but ex parte evidence, while the commiſſion- 
ers declined entering on their-defence ; they had been called upon 
for that defence and had declined to give it; it was true that the 
committee had received evidence after the commillioners had 
made this refuſal ; but what was that evidence? in a prior part 
of the examination a perſon had accuſed Alderman James of pro- 
tecting a brothel, becaufe he ſold wine fo the proprietor ;— This 
had been entered on the committee's books; ee. James had 
heard of it, and being very juſtly, and very properly affected by 
a ſlander which he knew to be unfounded, he defired leave to 
have his clerk examined after the evidence was cloſed ; the com- 
mittee inſtantly granted him leave, and it appeared by the affi- 
davit of his clerk, that he never had, directly or indirectly, any 
dealing with the perſon in queſtion to his knowledg for ten years 
laſt ; and he mutt have known it if any goods had been ſold. — 
Now, ſaid the Major, one would have thought that the commit- 
tee's readineſs to receive the defence, even after the evidence 
was cloſed, would be attributed to their candour and juſtice, and 
not be made a reaſon for ſtifling their report. 5 

It has been ſaid, that the doors of the committee were thrown 
open to every idle fellow to rendezvous there, and tell his tale. 
Sir, gentlemen ſhould not forget that the committee was not a 
committee of accuſation, but of enquiry ; and it was impoſſible 
for them truly to enquire, if they retuſed information from thoſe 
who were ready to give it. 80 


Alderman WaARAE NM. When the commiſſioners of police were 
deſired to go into their deſence, they deſired to know was the 
evidence againſt the eſtabliſhment cloſed ? they were told it was 
not: they defired a copy of the accufations, this they were re- 
fuſed ; but they were told they might reſort to the books and 
make extracts. Upon this they declined entering into any de- 
fence they thought it impoſſible to reply to accuſations which 
were not yet finiſhed ; they thought it would require more than 
two or three hours to make extracts, or indeed to take copies of 
what had beeu forty days in writing mere verbal accuſation. — 
They did not in the heap of irrelevant and unimportant matter, 
know exactly thoſe points which the committee might think 
required to be juſtified or refuted; they knew that every court of 
criminal judicature, thought itſelf bound to inform the accuſed of 
the charges brought againſt them, or in other words, to grant 
them a copy of the indictment, this had been refuſed to them and 
therefore $4 declined defence. But there was ſtill a ſtronger 
reaſon, ny ber been indulged in telling all manner of ſtories on 
the authortty of their baſe words againſt the police, the commiſ- 
ſioners thought better of thoſe men than for a moment to ſuppoſe 
that they would fewear to what they had ſaid; but they 
thought that the peace of the metropolis and the character 
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of its magiſteates, were matters of too much} importance 
to depend upon the 4uſe words of men who might think they 
were doing the committee a pleaſure while they were telling 
ſtories, they therefore wiſhed to, give their juſtification upon 
oath ; the committee were not empowered to adminiſter an oath, 
and therefore it was neceflury they thould come to the Houſe to 
receive that power, which if granted, the con miſſioners would 
go into an examination and defence of their eſtabliſhment. _ 
He deſired that it g1izht not be ſuppoſed that he entertained 
any ſentiment hoſtile or diſreſpectful to the Committee; the pati - 
ence, the candour, and the jultice of their Chairman, he believ- 
ed it would be impoſſible to exceed; fo much for his public con- 
duct, and injprivate he had been his very old and very valued friend, 
a man whoni he truly reſpected, nay, he would ſay, loved: he 
knew him incapable of miſconduct, and he hoped that by votipg 
the re-commitinent, whereby the power of the Committee would 
be enlarged, he would not ſuppoſe the ſlighteſt offence was in- 
rended. = 
Before he ſat down, the Alderman defired to ſay, that he did 
not look upon the evidence taken after the Commiſſioners had de- 
clined entering on a defence, as a hardſhip, but rather as an in- 
dulgence from the Committee, though in point of form it might 
be a ſufficient reaſon for a recommittment ; great part of that evi- 
dence related to Alderman James, as had been ſtated by the Hon. 
Gentleman (Major Doyle) ſome of it alto related to himſelf (Al- 
derman Warren.) A man had gone forward to the Committee, 
and flated that he (the Alderman) had niet him in Skinner-row at 
the late election, promiſed to pay him a certain draft, provided 
he would vote for the Lord Mayor and Alderman Sankey ; this 
was he ſaid a moſt infamous falſehood. As ſoou as he was told of 
it, he had thought it neceſſary to refute it before rhe Committee, 
and what he then ſaid, he would repeat to the Houſe upon the 
 avord of a Gentleman, and the faith ff a Chriſtian. 15 
An officer of the Police had drawn a draſt upon him in favour 
of one Spear for five pounds, he thought ſuch conduct in the of- 
cer improper, as nothing was due to him, and refuſed to accept. 
Spear applied to him repeatedly by letter, pleading great diſtreſs ; 
his letters at laſt became fo frequent and troubleſome that he 
threw them by diſregarded ; the officer applied ro him in perſon, 
he was a man he regarded, and though he had taken an impro- 
per liberty in drawing, yet he was perſuaded to ſend word to 
**. that he would pay him when the June quarter came round, 
accordingly in July he paid the draft, but never in his whole life 
upon that occafion or upon any other, had he to his knowledge, 
des one word of any kind to 112 yet this man had gone to 
the Conunittee and trumped up a falſe and malicious ſtory, which 
if it had been true, would very juſtly ſink him in the minds of his 
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fellow citizens, but which had no more to do with the Police eſ- 
tabliſhment than with the affairs of Indoſtan. 


Major HonAR Tr. If nothing had been ſaid upon this ſubject, 
Iſhould have had no objection to receiving the report; but after 
the converſation that has paſſed, it is impoilible to receive it till 
the defence of the Comunilioners has been heard. Charges of a 
very criminal nature, indeed, have been made by the Hou. 
Knight, (Sir E. Newenham) and though the Commiſſioners ſhould 
be unwilling to make a defence, this Houſe has a right to be ſa- 
tisſied, and to call upon them, and even compel them. The 
Houſe will never decide upon ex parte evidence, and as to the Com- 
miſſioners of Police defeating the enquiry by delay, we might as 
well ſippoſe that the Committee had delayed till now to pre- 
clude the Commiſſioners from the benefit of a juſtification. 1 any 
therefore, Sir, for recommitting the report, reviving the Com- 
mittee, and empowering them to examine evidence in the moſt 
ſolemn manner. 

On the queſtion being put that the report be now received, a 
diviſion took place, When the numbers were, 
For receiving the report 8 
| _ Againſt receiving it 36 
Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Graydon and Major Doyle. 
Tellers for the noes, Mr. Burgh and Mr. Serjeant Hewitt. 


Major HoBaxT moved, that the Committee be revived, and 


that they have power to examine witneſſes in the moſt ſolemn 
manner. 


Mr. CyarLes ONzIL moved the following amendment— 
e for the purpoſe of receiving the defence of the Commiſſioners 
of Police, though it appears that they have already been called 
upon, and declined entering into the ſame.” | 


Major HozarrT ſaid, as he could not ſuppoſe that the Hon, 
Gentleman meant to prevent enquiry, by letting the buſineſs fall 
to the ground, he hoped he would not perſiſt in his amendment, 
for if he did that muſt be the conſequence, there not being now 
forty members in the Houſe. 

[After the former diviſion a number of Gentlemen, ſuppoſing 
buſineſs over, retired.] | 


Mr. CuaxLes ONE II. When there appears to me an inten- 
tion to ſuffocate the report of the Committee, I will not pay com- 
pliments to any man. I reſpect the Right Hon. Gentleman as 
much, nay, perhaps more than any Secretary that ever ſat in his 
ſeat; his principles nf wo and his conduct honourable ; but in 
the caſe now under conſideration, he is wrong, for the Commiſſi- 

* a . wy | 7 
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oners having been called on for defence, and having neglected to 
make any, are in a ſituation which frequently occurs to perſons in 
Courts of Juſtice—judgment goes againſt them by default. 


Mr. Finrar ſaid, if the Right Hon. Secretary would pledge 

himſelf that the defence ſhould be conclude before g prorogation, 
he believed the Gentlemen on his fide would not embarraſs him 
with the amendment, | : 


F Major HoBaxT, The Hon. Gentleman knows but little of my 
conduct, if he ſuppoſes that I will preſume to pledge his Ma- 
jeſty for the exerciſe of his grmgomies in any manner ; but juſt 
as it ſhall ſuit his good pleature. As to the learned and Hon. 
Gentleman who moved the amendment, I am certainly flattered 
by his good opinion, 1 know he is not now in the habit of payin 
compliments; but I ſhould be ſtill more flattgged if he woul 
compliment me with the honour of his ſupport, as he has 
done former Secretaries. | 

After a ſhort converſation, Mr. O'Neil withdrew his amend- 
ment, and Major FHlobart's motion for reviving the Committee, 
paſſed without oppoſition. 

After which the Houſe adjourned till Tueſday, 


— ——— 


Tur spar, Max 3, 1791. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


Sir Hexnxy CavenDtsn moved, that the Journals of this 
Houſe for the preſent Seſſion of Parliament be printed under the 
appointment and direction of the Speaker, and delivered to the 
Members of this Houſe. | 


Mr. CnaRLEZS O'Neir obſerved, that the manner in which 
the Journals of the Houſe were printed and bound, occaſioned a 
very conſiderable expence to the public, and he underſtood that 
in England the Journals were delivered in ſheets to the Members, 
which they had bound up at their own expence. | 


Sir Henxy Cavenpisn faid, he would concur in any men- 
fure that ſhould be propoſed, in order to fave the public the ex- 
ence of printing the, Journals; and he had at a former period 
— orward a motion to that effect, in which he was defeated. 
Mr. Pexy wiſhed that the ſyſtem of reform in every part of 
the public expence ſhould be carried as far as poſſible, and for his 
art he was willing to have the Journals delivered in ſheets, and 
bond at the expence of each Member. | 


_ George the Firſt, entitled an act 
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Mr. BxownNTLow obſerved, that Members would have occaſion 
very often to look into their Journals, and it they were delivered 
in ſheets, perhaps they would not be at the trouble of taking then, 
off the fyle; the ſaving, he ſaid, would be but a paltry one, and 
he was for having the Journals printed and delivered to the Mlem—- 

bers in the uſual manner that they have been for theſe ſcvcral 
years palt. 


Mr. CuaRLZS ON IL moved the following. amendment to 
the motion, that the ſame be delivered in boards ;” and on 
the queſtion being pur, the amendinent was negatived, and then 
the original motion was pur and carried in the attirmative. - 

The Agents of the Tipperary Election attended at the Bar, 
and being admoniſned by the Speaker, were ordered to wich- 
draw; atter which the Houſe adjourned to L hurſday. 


— —  — — — — 
TrursDay, Mar 5, 1791 


A meſſage was delivered from the Lord Lieutenant by the De- 
puty Uſher of the Black Rod ; 


\ 
« Mr. Speaker, 


It is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenants N that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 

Accordingly the Speaker with the Houſe went up, when the 
Royal Aſſent was. given to the following 


PUBLIC: BILLS. 


1. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, an additional duty on imported malt. | 

2. An act for continuing and amending ſeveral laws relating to 
bis Majeſty's revenue, and for the more effectually preventing of 
frauds therein. 8 PE 5: 
3. An act for regulating the iſſuing of licenſes for the ſale of 
ſpiritous liquors! by retail, and for remedying the abuſes which 
have ariſen from the immoderate uſe of ſuch liquors. 

4. An act for directing the further application of the ſum of 
200,000]. granted by an act paſſed in the twenty-ninth year of his 
preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for the promotion and encourage- 
ment of inland nayigation. WET | 

5. An act for continuing an act Hue in the tenth year of King 

| or continuing and amendment 
of the laws in relation ro butter and tallow, and the caſks in 
which ſuch goods are to be made up, andyin relation to the 


* 
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curing of hides and making up beef and pork for exporta- 
tion, and for the preventing deſtruction of ſalmon. 

6. An act to extend the proviſions of an act paſſed in the twen- 
ty-firlt and twenty-ſecond years of his Majeſty's reign, entitled an 
act for eftabliſhing a bank, by the name of the yernor and 
Company of the Bank of Ireland. h 

7. An act for amending the laws reſpeQiing the linen and 
henipen marufiRures. | | 

8. An act to prevent the exceſſive high price of coals in the city 
of Dublin, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 

9. An act for the relief of inſolvent debtors with reſpeQ tothe 
impriſonment of their perſons. IN E £2. 

10. An act to enable the ſeveral grand juries within the pro- 
vince of Munſter at their aſſizes to preſent competent ſums of 
money for the repair of trackways along navigable rivers within 
their reſpective counties, and alſo to enable the grand jury of the 
county of Kildare to encreaſe the falary of the county treaſurer. 

11. An act for the relief of perſons Who have omitted to qua- 
lify themſelves according to law. | 

12. An act to prevent the horrid crime of murder. and repeal 
an act paſſed in the tenth year of King Hesry the Seventh, en- 
titled an act to make murder prepenſed, treaſon, and for repealing 
an act made in the ninth year of Queen Anne, eutitled an act for 
bringing an appeal in caſe of murder, notwithſtanding the ſtatute 
| 2 ing Henry the Seventh where by murder is made high tre- 

on. . ; 
13. An act for the diviſion of certain baronies of great extent 
in the counties of Donegal and. Meath. PoE EE 

14. An act to regulate the inſurance of lottery tickets. 

15. An act for reviving and continuing ſeveral temporary ſta- 
tutes. WT | Sn 

16. An act to explain and amend an act, entitted-an act for eſ- 
tabliſhing a complete ſchool of phyſic in this kingdom. 

17. An act to amend an act paſſed in the eleventh and twelſth 
years of his 22 Majeſty, entitled an act for rendering more 
effettual the ſeveral laws for the better enabling the clergy hav- 
ing cure of ſouls to reſide upon their benefices, and to build on 
their reſpective glebe lands, and to prevent dilapidations, and for 
the encouragement of proteſtant ſchools within this kingdom of 
Ireland; and alſo to amend an act paſſed in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth years of his 28 Majeſty, entitled an act to amend 

an act paſſed in the eighth year ot his preſent Majeſty, entitled 
an act for erecting new chapels of eaſe in the A of Armagh, 
and making ſuch chapels and thoſe that are already erected in laid 
pariſh perpetual cures, and for making a, proper proviſion for the 
maintenance of perpetual curates to oke in the ſame, and for 
other purpoſes. ; | 


18. An act for the better enabling certain perſons to open and 
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work mines, and to raiſe coal, culm, minerals, and foſſils in this 
kingdom. | 

19. An act for the preventing of frauds in the execution of de- 
crees obtained on civil bills. 

20. An act to promote a reciprocal preference between this 
kingdom and Great Britain in the corn trade. 

21. An aQ to prevent vexatious arreſts and proceedings in 
actions of ſlander. | 

22. An act to enable the grand juries of the county of Dublin 
and the county of the city o Dublin to make better proviſion for 
the clerks of the crown and peace by preſentment at each quarter 
ſeſſions for ſaid county and city. N 

23. An act for the more effectually preſerving the health of 
his Majeſty's {ubjeQs, for erecting an apothecaries hall in the city 
of Dublin, and regulating the profeſſion of an apothecary through- 
out the kingdom of Ireland. | 

24. An an for ſettling and preſerving a public obſervatory an 
muſæum in the city of Armagh. for ever. 

25. An act for encloſing and iinproving Merrion- ſquare in the 
city of Dublin. 8 

26. An act to continue an act, entitled an act to continue an 
act, to enable the Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or 
governors of this kingdom to appoint commiſſioners for enquiring 
Into the ſeveral funds and revenues granted by public or private 
donations for the purpoſes of education of this kingdom, and'into 
the ſtate and condition of all ſchools in this kingdom on public and 
charitable foundations, and of the funds appropriated for the 
maintenange and ſupport thereof, and for the other purpoſes 
therein mentioned. 

27. An act to amend an act, entitled an act for preventing the 
commiſſion of waſte on the ſeveral commons of this kingdom. 

28. An act to amend an act, entitled an act to prevent the 


practice of ſeducing artificers and manufacturers of this kingdom, 


and of exporting the ſeveral tools and utenſils made uſe of in pre- 
paring and working up the manufactures thereof, into parts be- 
yond the ſeas. 

29. An act to amend an act paſſed in the third year of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, entitled an act to prevent frauds in the tanning of 
hides, currying of leather, and the making of ſhoes and boots. 

30. An act to amend and conſolidate the ſeveral acts relating 
to the trials of controverted elections or returns of members to 
ſerve in Parliament. 785 


31. An act to amend the laws reſpecting aſſiſtant barriſters of 
the ſeſſions of the peace. 


32. An act for explaining and amending an act, entitled an act 
for enlarging the time for trials by niſi prius in the city of Dublin 
and county of Dublin. % 


FE, An aR to diſcharge ſuch recognizances entered into for teh 
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appearance and proſecution of offenders as were forfcited before 
the 18th day of January in the year 1787, and more effeQually 
executing the green wax proceſs. | 

34, An act for the preſervation of ſhrubs and trees. 


36. An act to prohibit horſe races in the neighbourhood of the 
city of Dublin. 


36 An act to render proſecutions for perjury and ſubornation - 


of perjury more eaſy and effectual, and for affirming the juriſ- 
ditions of the quarter feſſions in cafes of perjury. 


37. An act to amend the ſeveral acts for repair of the road 
from Dublin to Mullingar. | | 


PRIVATE BILEK - 


1. An act for veſting certain lands and premiſes, part of the 
eſtate of the Right Hon. Thomas Earl ot Louth, in truſtees, to 
be ſold for the purpoſes therein mentioned. | 

2. An act to enable the Right Hon. Luke Baron Mountjoy to 
make reverſionary leaſes of ſeveral parts of the eſtates in the 
county and county of the city of Dublin, deviſed to hiu by the 
Right Hon. Luke Gardiner, deceaſed. | 

3. An act for making an exempliticatiou of the laſt will and 
teſtament of James Whitſhed, late of New Burlington-ftreer in 
the city of Weſtminſter, in the kingdom of Great Britain, Eſq; 
evidence of ſuch will within the — of Ireland, and to 
enable James Hawkins, now a captain in his Majeſty's royal navy, 
to aſſume the name and bear the arms of Whitſhed in addition 
to his own. | | | 

4. An act to enable the truſtees named in the marriage ſettle- 
ment of Robert Phaire, of Daphne, in the county of Wexford, 
Eſq; effectually to carry into execution the truſts in them repoſed, 


and to raiſe a ſufficient ſum of money for the purpoles therein - 


mentioned. c . | 
And then his excellency was pleaſed to make a ſpeech to bath 
Houſes of Parliament, which is as follows: . 
« My Lords and Gentlemen, 3 


His Majeſty having directed an augmentation to be made of 


his naval forces, in order to add weight to his repreſentations for 


the re- eſtabliſhment of peace between Ruſſia and the Porte, has 


commanded me to communicate this circumſtance to his Parliament 
of Ireland, on whoſe zealous and affectionate attachment to the 


2 of his Majeſty's crown his Majeſty places the firmeſt re- 
nce. | a 

The unrenAtted application you have given to your parlia- 
mentary duties enables me now to cloſe the ſeſſion, and to relieve 
you from any further attendance ; and I have the King's directions 


i 
i 
| 
[ 
| 
' 
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— 


to expreſs his perfect ſatisſaction in the zeal and diſpatch with 


which you have brought the public buſineſs to a concluſion. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commune. | 


« His Majefly directs me to thank you for the ſupplies which 
you have granted for the maintenance of the eſtabliſhments and 
the hoaourable ſupport of his government; they ithall be faith- 
fully applied to the purpoſes for which they are granted, 


I Lords and Gentlemen, | 


HL have obſerved. with peculiar ſatisfaction the attention you 

have ſhewn to the intereſts of your country, by facilitating the 
buſineſs of the merchanis in the payment of duties, by providing 
accommodations for the ſhipping and trade of this metropolis, 
and by extending the operation of national credit. The ſalutary 
we you- have made to check the immoderate uſe of ſpi- 


ritous liquors, afford the fironyeſt proof of your regard for the 


* 


public welfare. |, Succeſs in this defirable meaſure can alone be 
expected from your continued and well directed efforts ; 1 there- 
fore truſt that in your reſpective counties you will particularly 


on this important ſubject. On my part no endeayours 
be wanted to enforce the execution of laws ſo judiciouſſy 


S a on tis to give efficacy to the regulations yu have 


calculated to preſexye the health and amend the morals of the 


zople, and to advance the induſtry and proſperity of Ireland. 

Jo theſe objects my exertions are directed by his Majeſty's com- 
mands; and by every impulſe of inelination and duty. 

Then the Lord Chancellor declared that it was his Excellency 


the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that this Parliament be prorogued 


to Tueſday the 5th day of July next, and the Parliament was 


- 


|  axcordingly prorogued to Tueſday the 5th day of July next. © 
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